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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


INTESTINAL  ANTISEPSIS 

B  I  S  MAC  O  L 

(BISMUTH  COMPOUND— MERRELL) 

Formula: 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains: 


Bismuth  Oxide  Hydrated    12  grains 

Magnesium  Salicylate    1  grain 

Geranium  Maculatum    32  grains 

Pancreatin    4  " 

Potassium  Guaiacol  Sulphonate    4  " 

Sodium  Sulphophenate    1  grain 

Chloroform    2  Min. 

Elm  in  Mucilage    10  grains 


INTESTINAL  ANTISEPSIS  has  for  many  years  been  accepted  with  grow- 
ing appreciation  as  the  rational  treatment  in  gastro-intestinal  diseases 
that  are  the  result  of  morbid  fermentation  or  putrefaction. 
Many  minor  ailments  arise  from  these  conditions  such  as  diarrhoea-dysen- 
tory,  mal-nutrition,  vomiting,  headache,  gastro-intestinal  irritation,  the  so- 
called  "biliousness"  with  or  without  well  marked  nervous  symptoms. 

The  class  of  remedies  possessing  the  power  to  destroy  the  minute  organ- 
isms of  disease  and  to  arrest  septic  processes  are  so  distinctive  as  to  require 
their  recognition  in  a  group  by  themselves. 

The  therapeutic  application  of  these  remedies  must,  however,  as  far  as 
possible,  be  based  on  their  physiological  action  for  the  results  of  such  research 
are  the  most  reliable  evidences  of  advancement  in  the  therapy  of  drugs.  It  is 
equally  true,  however,  that  well  established  facts,  though  savoring  of  empiri- 
cism, should  not  be  overlooked,  much  less  ignored,  especially  when  confirmed 
by  professional  experience. 

BISMACOL,  as  its  name  implies,  is  a  combination  of  the  new  and  the  old. 

BISMUTH,  an  old  and  tried  remedy,  has  come  to  the  front  and  taken  its 
place  as  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  many  new  and  highly  extolled  anti- 
septics and  is  now  recognized  as  one  of  our  most  powerful  bactericides. 

GERANIUM  is  referred  to  by  our  best  authorities"  as  our  most  valuable 
vegetable  astringent  and  tonic  to  enfeebled  mucous  surfaces. 

MAGNESIUM  SALICYLATE  has  recently  come  into  prominence  in  Europe 
and  America  and  recognized  as  an  astringent  of  marked  value. 
The  Salt  used  in  BISMACOL  is  made  with  true  Salicylic  Acid  from 
Natural  Oil. 

PANCREATIN — most  active  of  Alkaline  media — overcomes  digestive  dis- 
turbances indicated  in  lienteric  diarrhea  and  in  the  diarrhea  of  infants 
where  there  is  emaciation. 

POTASSIUM  GUAIACOL  SULPHONATE  is  an  odorless  and  palatable 
Guaiacol  derivative,  non  irritating,  readily  assimilated  and  now  accepted 
as  one  of  our  most  reliable  intestinal  antiseptics. 

SODIUM  SULPHOPHENATE  is  an  intestinal  disinfectant,  whose  use  is 
indicated  wherever  toxins  or  putrefactive  bacteria  follow  the  breaking 
down  of  structure. 

THE  WM.   S.   MERRELL   CHEMICAL  CO. 

CINCINNATI 

Please  fill  out  following  blank  request,  and  mail  to  us  if  sample  is  desired: 

Nam*  _  _      


State. 
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The  National. 

In  this  number  will  be  found  an  appeal  from  the  Committee 
on  Organization  of  the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association. 

Read  it  carefully  and  then  act  upon  its  suggestions.  If  you  are 
already  enrolled  as  a  member  do  not  feel  that  you  have  done  all  that 
is  required  of  you,  but  call  the  attention  of  those  who  have  not 
joined  to  the  advantages  that  wid  accrue"  to  tlie-n  by  joining.  The 
Quarterly  is  alone  worth  the  price,  and  the  pleasure  and  profit  of 
attending  the  National'meeting  canrct  be  expressed  in  monev  value. 

As  we  strengthen  the  National  organization,  so  wilPeach  in- 
dividual be  strengthened  in  his  own"  locality. 

Its  protecting  influence  ;s  feft'in  even-  State  and  County.  If 
we  were  not  well  organized  we  would  have  been  ruled  or  legislated 
out  of  existence ;  to  keep  the  National  strong,  well  organized,  sup- 
port it,  not  only  by  paying  the  membership  fee,  but  by  attending 
its  meetings. 

This  Boston  gathering  will  be  one  of  the  greatest  in  its  his- 
tory. President  Thompson  is  working  with  indefatigable  energy 
to  make  it  a  success,  not  only  numerically,  but  scientifically.  The 
section  work  will  be  well  conducted  and  many  important  papers 
presented. 

Do  not  put  oflf  your  arrangements,  but  begin  to  plan  now  to 
attend  the  Boston  meeting. 


The  Study  of  Specific  Diagnosis. 

In  beginning  the  study  of  specific  diagnosis  the  student  natu- 
rally wants  to  know  how  he  is  to  discover  the  disease  expressions 
referred  to  in  his  text-books.  The  finding  of  such  expressions  will 
not  prove  difficult  if  he  will  keep  constantly  in  mind  the  fact  that 
man  has  knowledge  of  all  external  things  by  means  of  the  general 
sense  of  touch,  and  the  special  senses  of  sight,  hearing  and  smell. 
When — having  previously  acquired  a  knowledge  of  normal  life — 
brought  in  contact  with  the  sick  by  employing  these  senses  we  are 
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able  to  recognize  what  we  feel,  see,  hear  and  smell,  which  differs 
from  a  condition  of  health.  These  differences  are  the  expressions  of 
disease,  and  if  our  observations  are  made  with  sufficient  care  we  are 
able  to  recognize  them  not  only  as  disease  expressions,  but  also  as 
indications  for  remedies. 

In  making  a  diagnosis  which  will  serve  as  a  foundation  for  a 
rational  treatment,  it  will  not  do  to  disregard  the  fact  that  most 
adults,  like  children,  are  too  ignorant  of  disease  to  give  us  intelligent 
aid.  We  must,  therefore,  be  careful  in  our  examinations,  and  thus 
reach  conclusions  from  what  we  have  ascertained  by  means  of  an 
educated  use  of  our  senses. 

By  these  remarks  it  is  not  meant  that  we  should  entirely  dis- 
regard the  advantage  of  such  information  as  we  can  get  from 
patients  and  nurses,  for  there  are  some  things  the  patient  or  friends 
will  know,  and  a  little  thought  will  enable  us  to  form  questions  so 
as  to  get  the  real  facts.  But  there  are  many  things  that  neither 
can  know  anything  about  with  any  certainty,  and  these  should 
always  be  avoided. 

All  answers  and -observations. 'should  pass  in  review  of  our 
senses  and  what'  we  '-know  of 'heal  1:1?:  and  disease.  Our  senses  are 
4he  judg'es,^and'ifthe  evidence  is  good 'it*  will'  have  their  approval. 
Any  staferiveht  made  by  the  patient  or  nurse  wfiicji  cannot  be  cor- 
roborated'"by  om'v senses  should  be  thrown  one-'sid^.  We  do  not 
propose  to  believe1  anything  which  is  opposed  to  wriat  we  know  of 
disease,  or  anything  that  is  opposed 'retire  evidence  of  our  senses. 

In  order  to  successfully  employ  these  senses,  however,  we  must 
first  know  what  expressions  of  disease  are  to  be  discovered  by  the 
sense  of  touch,  by  the  sense  of  sight,  by  the  sense  of  hearing  and  by 
the  sense  of  smell,  and  how  to  recognize  them.  This  knowledge 
can  be  acquired  by  earnest  study  of  an  Eclectic  wrork  on  specific 
diagnosis.  J  W.  F. 


Cooperation. 

Let  us  do  an  example  in  arithmetic. 

If  it  takes  four  men,  working  together,  five  minutes,  to  raise  a 
five-hundred-pound  safe  to  an  elevation  of  five  feet,  how  long  will 
it  take  the  same  four  men,  working  one  by  one,  to  raise  the  same 
safe  to  the  same  height? 

And  we  will  hear  this  answer  from  everybody: 
Nonsense, — what  four  men,  working  together,  can  easily  ac- 
complish in  a  few  minutes,  no  number  of  men,  working  one  by 
one,  even  if  for  the  same  purpose,  may  ever  be  able  to  succeed 
in  doing.— 

Yet,  though  we  all  will  see,  that  it  will  take  at  least  four  men 
working  together,  to  raise  the  safe,  we  are  trying  to  lift  heavier 
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weights,  do  larger  tasks,  one  by  one,  without  calling  for  that  co- 
operation, for  that  help,  which  we  must  have  before  we  can  suc- 
ceed.— 

This  lack  of  cooperation,  this  playing  a  lone  hand,  is  what  is 
holding  us  back,  every  one  of  us. — 

Xot  to  say  that  we  Eclectics  are  not  successful: — 
But  this  success  is  not  due  to  the  fact  that  we  are  playing 
a  lone  hand,  but  notwithstanding  it. — 

The  moderate  success  the  average  Eclectic  practitioner  may 
boast  of,  not  in  the  way  of  curing  his  patients,  for  in  this  his 
success  is  great,  and  of  this  we  do  not  speak,  but  in  a  business-way 
and  in  obtaining  the  public  recognition  he  deserves,  is  due  solely 
to  his  Eclecticism. — 

But  if  the  Eclectic  practitioners  would  cooperate  as  do  prac- 
titioners of  newer  and  less  deserving  schools,  no  power  on  earth 
could  prevent  Eclecticism  from  becoming  in  a  very  short  while  the 
reigning  system  of  medicine. — 

Cooperation  is  what  has  made  our  trusts. — 
Cooperation  is  a  great  power  for  good  as  well  as  for  evil. — 
And  cooperation  is  what  the  Eclectic  School,  the  Eclectic  prac- 
titioners should  practice. — 

And  by  cooperation  is  meant,  not  kindly  feelings,  wishes  of 
success,  reading  the  same  papers,  going  to  the  same  meetings,  and 
eating  the  same  kind  of  food,  but  really  working  together,  shoulder 
to  shoulder,  hand  in  hand,  at  the  same  time  for  the  same  purpose 
and  for  the  same  purposes,  until  you  have  achieved  what  you 
desire,  until  you  have  been  given  that  recognition  which  you  feel, 
which  you  know,  you  are  entitled  to  and  which  is  unjustly  withheld 
from  you. — 

The  cooperation  of  your  enemies  is  what  has  harmed  you  for 
years,  and  which  you  have  had  to  fight. — 

Your  own  cooperation  is  necessary  for  you  to  win,  and  without 
it  any  battle  won,  any  success  achieved  will  be  valueless,  because 
you  will  be  unable  to  hold  the  fruits  of  your  victory. — 

The  Eclectic  school  of  medicine  is  called  the  American  school 
of  medicine. — 

Why  not  then  keep  this  motto  for  our  guidance? 

"United  Ave  stand,  divided  we  fall." — 

This  is  the  motto  which  has  led  to  victory  the  glorious  armies 
of  our  country. — 

It  is  surely  a  motto  of  cooperation. — 
"United  we  stand,  divided  we  fall." 
And  this  we  must  keep  in  our  mind. — 

The  war  which  we  must  wage  against  our  enemies  is  not  a 
war  of  conquest  only,  but  also  a  war  of  self-preservation. — 

We  have  reached  the  point  where  we  can  not  stand  still. — 
Having  gone  so  far  as  to  force  our  enemies  to  declare  peace, 
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we  must  not  forget  that  the  only  way  to  preserve  that  peace  is  to 
be  prepared  for  war. — 

And  for  war  we  must  be  prepared,  for  the  peace  that  has  been 
declared  is  nothing  else  but  an  armed  truce. — 

We  must  not  forget  that  however  superior  we  may  be  in  our 
therapeutic  achievements,  we  are  vastly  inferior  in  numbers,  and 
are  bound  to  be  swallowed  up,  if  we  do  not,  by  massing  together, 
make  a  creditable  and  formidable  showing. — 

We  must  cooperate  in  all  things  which  may  give  our  school  a 
firmer  standing  in  the  community. — 

And  always  we  must  remember  that — 

"United  we  stand,  divided  we  fall." —  A.A.A. 


Chorea  and  Septicemia. 

Many  physicians  of  large  experience  in  the  treatment  of  septi- 
cemia have  sometimes  observed  a  choreic  influence  which  made  in- 
effective a  treatment  previously  found  efficient.  In  referring  to 
cases  of  this  character,  Dr.  Sachs  clearly  points  out  and  classifies 
chorea  and  its  relation  to  septicemia.  His  classification  includes 
chorea  minor,  with  its  evidences  of  infection ;  chorea  associated 
with  endocarditis  and  rheumatism ;  chorea  gravidarum ;  senile 
chorea ;  septicemic  chorea,  in  which  there  is  evidence  of  an  infec- 
tious origin  for  the  symptoms.  This  form  the  author  says  may 
occur  at  any  period  of  life.  There  is  a  characteristic  prodromal 
stage  of  restlessness  and  slight  twitchings,  which  is  followed  by  a 
condition  of  universal  choreic  movements  of  a  more  or  less  violent 
type.  In  some  cases  the  movements  are  so  violent  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  restrain  the  patient  in  a  padded  bed  to  prevent  self-injury. 
Speech  becomes  difficult,  and  sometimes  impossible.  High  fever  is 
frequently  present  throughout,  and  sleeplessness  adds  to  the  pa- 
tient's sufferings.  There  may  be  a  universal  erythema  of  a  toxic 
form  in  an  early  stage  of  the  disease.  This  condition  is  usually 
followed  by  a  period  of  stupor  which  ends  in  death. 

 J.  W.  F. 

Drug  Studies. 

In  this  number  will  be  found  a  paper  by  Dr.  A.  Blaustein  on 
Echinacea ;  a  report  of  his  personal  experience  and  a  compilation 
of  the  experiences  of  several  of  the  best  men  in  our  School.  A 
paper  such  as  this  one  presented  by  Dr.  Blaustein  has  a  practical 
value — to  my  mind  worth  a  dozen  reports  from  laboratory  experi- 
menters on  the  amount  of  the  drug  that  it  might  take  to  kill  a 
rabbit  or  a  guinea-pig.  He  presents  us  with  bedside  experiences 
gathered  by  observing  men  ;  the  action  of  the  drug  on  the  diseased 
human  being,  and  the  best  knowledge  that  we  have  of  the  action  of 
drugs  must  be  obtained  in  this  way. 
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Original  Articles 


Peculiar  Obstetric  Experiences. 

RY  L.   B.  MUNN,  M.  D. 

Read  at  the  Fifty-fourth  Semi-Annual  Meeting  of  the  Connecticut 
Eclectic   Medical  Association. 

Pregnancy  with  Albuminuria. 

One  evening  in  1879,  Mrs.  M.,  desiring  to  extinguish  a  lamp, 
stepped  into  a  cane-bottomed  chair,  and  took  it  in  her  hands.  At 
this  moment  her  footing  gave  way,  the  chair  was  overturned,  and 
she  fell  to  the  floor  holding  fast  to  the  lamp  to  prevent  it  from 
breaking.  She  did  not  tell  me  of  the  accident,  but  I  saw  her  con- 
dition was  critical.  She  had  been  pregnant  about  six  months  and 
was  now  in  great  pain,  indicating  premature  labor.  I  gave  rem- 
edies and  the  threatening  symptoms  passed  away.*  Upon  learning 
the  facts,  however,  I  was  apprehensive  of  greater  trouble,  and  re- 
solved to  take  away  the  child.  Before  doing  so,  I  called  several 
other  of  our  physicians  in  council.  They  declared  against  my  judg- 
ment, and  indeed  the  patient  herself  was  hopeful  that  the  child  was 
alive,  so  I  acquiesced.  Evidences  of  disorder  began  to  manifest 
themselves,  about  two  weeks  after.  There  was  a  partial  suppres- 
sion of  urine.  Examination  disclosed  the  presence  of  albumin  in 
extraordinary  amounts.  Upon  heating  the  urine  in  a  test  tube,  it 
became  a  coagulum  so  solid  as  to  remain  fast  when  the  tube  was 
turned  bottom  upward.  Dropsical  effusion  supervened,  and  she  be- 
came so  bloated  that  she  did  not  look  at  all  like  herself.  Her 
lower  limbs  cracked  open  and  fluid  exuded  in  large  quantities. 

About  six  weeks  after  the  accident,  I  chanced  to  remark  a 
peculiar  glassy  appearance  of  her  eyes,  and  I  perceived  that  unless 
very  energetic  measures  were  taken  speedy  death  was  certain.  She 
Decame  unconscious,  and  at  a  later  period  delirious.  The  secretions 
were  suppressed,  contaminating  the  whole  body.  I  made  the  fol- 
lowing prescriptions,  giving  them  alternately  at  intervals  of  fifteen 
minutes:  1.  B  Yeratrum  viride,  normal  tincture:  two  drachms  in 
four  ounces  of  water — a  teaspoonful  to  be  administered  every  half 
hour.  2.  B  Gelsemium  semp..  normal  tincture :  two  drachms  in 
four  ounces  of  water — a  teaspoonful  every  half  hour.  I  also  ad- 
ministered the  Third  Preparation  of  Lobelia,  two  drachms  in  a  pint 
of  water,  by  enema,  every  hour. 

The  next  morning  at  four  o'clock  there  took  place  copious 
evacuations  from  the  bowels  and  bladder,  which  continued  at  inter- 
vals for  five  hours.  By  this  time  the  delirium  had  passed  away, 
and  the  bloating  had  almost  entirely  disappeared.  Airs.  M.  con- 
tinued to  improve,  till  she  became  able  to  go  around  the  house  and 
ro  drive  out.  Two  weeks  after  this  attack  she  gave  birth  to  a  dead 
child  in  an  advanced  stage  of  decomposition. 
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"Tricks  That  Are  Vain." 

Young  women  who  are  pregnant  are  brought  occasionally  to 
physicians  to  be  treated  for  dropsy.    I  will  give  one  instance. 

Mrs.  X.  came  to  me  with  her  daughter.  After  making  an  ex- 
amination externally,  I  told  her  that  the  young  woman  was  in  "an 
interesting  condition."  The  daughter  at  once  protested  against  my 
judgment,  denying  that  she  had  ever  had  anything  to  do  with  any 
of  the  other  sex.  "I  cannot  help  that,"  I  replied,  "such  is  your  con- 
dition." "Do  you  think  that  I  would  lie  to  you?"  she  demanded, 
"Yes,"  I  replied.  "Girls  always  lie  when  in  this  condition."  She 
persisted  in  her  denial.  About  two  months  later  I  was  summoned 
to  visit  her.  "She  had  been  attacked  with  colic,"  I  was  informed. 
Nevertheless,  I  took  the  precaution  to  carry  along  my  obstetric 
case.  I  found  the  young  woman  in  labor,  and  the  head  of  the  child 
already  in  the  lower  strait.  When  I  told  the  mother  the  condi- 
tion of  affairs,  she  was  unwilling  to  believe  it.  A  few  minutes  later 
the  child  was  born.  Even  then  the  young  woman  declared  posi- 
tively that,  she  had  never  had  anything  to  do  with  the  other  sex. 


The  Doctor's  Peril. 

About  ten  o'clock  one  evening,  several  years  ago,  an  unmarried 
woman,  eighteen  or  twenty  years  of  age,  came  to  my  office  and 
asked  for  a  private  interview.  About  two  weeks  before  she  had 
employed  a  physician  in  an  adjoining  town,  and  been  delivered  of 
a  four  months'  child.  She  supposed  that  her  "trouble"  was  over, 
but  he  had  not  removed  the  placenta,  and  she  was  now  suffering 
great  pain.  At  my  direction  she  stood  up,  in  order  that  I  might 
make  the  necessary  examination.  Immediately  the  mass  fell  from 
her  body  to  the  floor,  followed  by  a  hemorrhage  so  profuse  as  to 
saturate  the  carpet.  She  became  at  once  very  faint,  but  revived 
after  stimulants  had  been  administered,  remaining,  however,  very 
weak.  It  was  now  eleven  o'clock  at  night.  If  I  should  call  a  car- 
riage to  take  her  home  at  once,  I  would  fall  under  gravest  imputa- 
tions. She,  however,  declared  herself  able  to  walk  home.  It  was 
about  half  a  mile  away  and  I  permitted  her  to  do  so.  After  she  had 
gone,  my  wife  and  I  found  a  streak  of  blood  from  the  door  of  my 
office,  which  was  then  on  the  second  floor,  down  the  whole  length 
of  the  stairs  to  the  street. 

This  much  alarmed  me;  her  route  lay  direct  through  the  heart 
of  the  city.  If  she  had  fallen  while  on  her  way  and  perhaps  died, 
the  police  would  have  been  able  to  trace  her  by  the  blood  directly 
to  my  office.  I  would  thus  become  liable  to  arrest,  and  with  such 
circumstantial  evidence,  apparently  unequivocal,  might  very  easily 
be  convicted. 

I  have  given  the  particulars  in  this  case  in  the  hope  that  it 
may  he  of  some  benefit  by  way  of  placing  other  physicians  on  their 
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guard.  Certainly  it  shows  how  a  physician  may  be  involved  in  very 
compromising  conditions,  and  even  convicted  of  crime  when  per- 
fectly innocent. 

Waterbury,  Conn.  

Stomach  Difficulties  and  Their  Treatment. 

BY    N.    M.    DEWEES,   M.  D. 

When  I  first  began  the  practice  of  medcine,  there  was  no  class 
of  patients  I  dreaded  more  than  dyspeptics.  The  best  treatment 
I  could  give  did  not  promise  much  honor  or  money,  either.  The 
latter  bothered  me  the  more. 

I  studied  the  text-books  diligently,  but  when  the  application  of 
the  knowledge  gained  thereby  was  to  be  made  I  found  it  some- 
what difficult.  I  soon  found  there  were  two  fields  that  must  be 
studied,  first  the  text-books  and  then  the  patient.  When  this  plan 
was  adopted  my  treatment  was  more  satisfactory  to  my  patients 
?.nd  myself. 

Business  began  to  come  in  from  all  quarters.  Patients  came 
from  other  towns,  some  saying  that  they  heard  I  was  a  stomach 
specialist.   This  I  positively  denied. 

The  symptoms  will  tell  the  condition  of  the  stomach — what  part 
of  that  organ  has  gone  wrong  and  in  what  that  wrong  consists. 
Some  rtomachs  will  need  stimulants,  some  antiseptics,  some 
sedatives ;  some  are  in  a  condition  calling  for  all  these  agents  at  the 
same  time,  but  of  course  they  cannot  all  be  given. 

In  cases  where  the  stomach  bloats  after  eating,  but  does  not 
sour,  there  is  no  tenderness  or  pain,  we  have  a  condition  of  atony — 
the  organ  is  not  well  supplied  with  blood,  and  the  glands  can  not 
make  the  digestive  ferments.  To  meet  this  condition,  I  know  it 
is  popular  with  many  physicians  to  prescribe  the  digestive  ferments. 
This  is  not  my  method.  It  is  like  climbing  to  the  top  of  a  tree  to 
cut  it  down.  Make  the  stomach  secrete  its  own  ferments.  For 
:his  purpose  I  have  never  found  anything  to  equal  specific  medicine 
xanthoxylum.  The  prescription  will  read : 
5    Spec.  Med.  Xanth.  §  i  15  §  ii. 

Glycerine  or  Simp.  Sr.  q.  s.  m.  *  iv. 
M.  Sig.  teaspoonful  every  3  or  4  hours,  oftener  if  needed 
until  relief  is  obtained. 
If  the  stomach  and  bowels  both  bloat  and  there  is  borborysrnus, 
we  may  have  a  more  serious  case  on  hand.    For  this  condition  I 
have  been  successful  with  the  following: 

B    Spec.  Med.  Xanth.  %  i  or  %  ii. 
"    Zingib.  5  i. 
Glycerine  q.  s.  m.  §  iv. 
M.    Sig.  teaspoonful  every  3  or  4  hours,  oftener  if 
needed. 

When  using  this  prescription  it  is  well  to  dilute  the  dose  with  a 
little  water. 
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Another  form  of  indigestion  is  where  the  stomach  sours.  There 
is  a  burning  sensation  experienced  at  the  pylorus.  The  tenderness 
is  such  that  the  patient  cannot  bear  the  weight  of  clothes.  Food 
is  sometimes  vomited  a  short  time  after  it  is  eaten.  Sometimes 
there  is  vomiting  of  hot,  sour  water.  This  is  a  condition  of  in- 
carnation.   In  this  case  prescribe 

Bis.  Sub  Nit.  §  i. 
Mint  Water  g.  s.  5  iv. 
M.   Sig.  teaspoonful  every  2  or  3  hours. 
This  remedy  is  antiseptic,  anti-acid  and  sedative.    In  bad  cases, 
to  help  the  sedative  along,  a  compound  tar  plaster  is  applied  to  the 
skin  above  this  region. 

In  some  cases  the  stomach  will  bloat  and  sour  at  the  same 
time.  This  means  atony  of  the  fundus,  or  that  part  of  the  organ 
part  that  secretes  pepsin,  and  an  irritation  of  the  pyloric  end,  or  the 
part  that  secrets  hydrochloric  acid,  xanthoxylum  is  contraindicated 
here.  Give  the  bismuth  subnitrate  as  above  directed  until  the 
irritation  is  overcome,  and  in  many  cases  it  will  be  all  that  will 
be  needed,  for  the  blood  will  then  return  to  the  fundus.  If  this 
does  not  take  place,  however,  a  few  doses  of  the  xanthoxylum  will 
soon  restore  order. 

There  is  still  another  form  of  stomach  trouble  in  which  there 
is  pain  when  that  organ  is  empty.  There  is  no  bloating  tenderness, 
and  the  stomach  does  not  sour.  There  is  no  evidence  of  a  wrong 
of  digestion.  The  first  the  patient  complains  of  is  an  aching  pain 
in  the  region  of  the  stomach,  about  three  or  four  hours  after  eating. 
The  only  relief  to  be  obtained  is  in  eating  a  lunch,  drinking  a  cup 
of  hot  coffee,  or  tea,  or  eating  a  tablespoonful  of  sugar. 

There  is  one  remedy  for  this  ailment  which  has  not  failed  me 
in  twelve  years,  that  is  Spec.  Med.  Euonymus,  twenty  to  forty  drops 
in  a  little  water  every  four  hours  until  the  bowels  move,  then  ten 
drops  every  four  hours.  From  the  prompt  relief  given  in  this  case 
by  Euonymus  it  leads  me  to  think  that  it  is  of  malarial  origin. 

I  may  be  better  understood  if  I  report  a  few  cases. 

Case  I.  November,  a  year  ago,  Mr.  M.,  aged  fifty-three,  came 
to  my  office  for  treatment.  He  was  rather  thin  in  flesh,  skin  sallow, 
weight  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  pounds,  tongue  clean.  He  com-  • 
plained  of  burning  pain  and  soreness  at  pit  of  the  stomach.  An 
hour  or  two  after  eating,  he  would  vomit  up  a  sour  mass  and  some- 
times a  quantity  of  hot,  sour  water.  Upon  examination  I  found 
that  the  soreness  extended  from  the  pit  of  the  stomach  to  the 
region  of  the  gall  bladder.  The  bowels  were  constipated.  He  had 
taken  treatment  of  various  doctors  for  two  years,  but  had  gradually 
grown  worse.  About  four  months  before  coming  to  me  he  had 
consulted  a  stomach  specialist  in  Columbrs,  Ohio,  who  told  him 
that  an  operation  was  the  only  way  he  could  obtain  relief.  About 
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two  weeks  prior  to  his  first  visit,  he  consulted  another  Columbus 
specialist,  who  had  him  eat  a  lunch  and  then  throw  it  up.  This 
was  examined  chemically  and  microscopically,  a  diagnosis  of  cancer 
of  the  pylorus  was  made  and  an  operation  was  insisted  upon. 
I£    Bis.  subnitrate  § 

Mint  water  q.  s.  5  iv. 
Teaspoonful  every  three  hours  was  prescribed ;  also  a  tar  plaster 
was  applied  over  the  point  of  tenderness.  Improvement  began  at 
once.  He  did  not  vomit  his  food,  and  his  stomach  gave  him  no 
trouble  for  about  two  weeks,  when  he  allowed  himself  to  become 
constipated  and  had  an  attack  of  bilious  vomiting.  He  was  given 
a  four  ounce  bottle  of  the  Elixir  Podophyllum  and  directed  to  take 
a  teaspoonful  at  bedtime  until  the  bowels  acted  and  then  as  often 
as  needed.  This  is  substantially  all  the  treatment  this  patient 
received.  I  saw  him  weighed  last  June,  when  he  tipped  the  beam 
at  two  hundred  and  five  pounds.  He  continued  treatment  until 
last  July,  when  he  felt  himself  cured. 

Case  II.  Mr.  S.,  aged  thirty-six,  fireman  on  railroad,  weight 
about  220  pounds,  came  to  my  office  last  June,  saying  that  he  had 
come  to  the  last  doctor  he  would  consult.  If  I  did  not  give  him 
relief,  he  would  try  no  more.  He  had  been  urged  by  the  railroad 
surgeon  to  go  to  the  hospital  at  Baltimore  for  an  operation.  On 
examination  I  found  the  pyloric  end  of  the  stomach  very  tender 
to  the  touch.  He  had  tried  all  kinds  of  food,  but  the  only  kinds 
he  could  retain  were  oat-meal  and  toast.  He  would  have  spells  of 
acid  vomiting,  while  on  this  diet.  I  was  at  a  loss  to  understand  how 
he.  kept  his  weight  on  such  slim  rations.  The  tongue  was  broad, 
pallid,  and  covered  with  a  dirty  coat.  I  decided  that  this  would 
be  my  first  point  of  attack.  He  was  directed  to  take  sulphite  of 
soda,  grains  thirty,  in  a  half  glass  of  water  every  three  hours ;  also 
bismuth  subnitrate  5  i-  to  mint  water  q.  s.  5  iy-  m-  Sig.  teaspoon- 
ful every  three  hours.  He  was  instructed  to  report  in  three  days. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  improvement  was  apparent.  The  dirty 
coat  on  the  tongue  had  changed  to  a  thin  white  scum,  but  the 
tongue  still  being  broad  and  pallid,  he  was  directed  to  take  bicar- 
bonate of  soda  gr.  XXX  in  a  half  glass  of  water  every  three  hours. 
As  the  whites  of  the  e5'es  now  began  to  show  a  yellowish  dis- 
coloration, and  the  bowels  their  characteristic  fulness,  he  was 
directed  to  take  the  Elixir  Podophyllum,  one  teaspoonful  at  bed- 
time. The  bismuth  subnitrate  was  continued  as  before.  When  he 
again  reported,  the  tongue  was  normal  in  size  and  color.  The 
soda  was  now  discontinued.  The  other  treatment  was  kept  up  for 
about  two  months,  when  he  quit  coming  for  a  while  and  his  old 
trouble  returned  again.  He  was  supplied  with  some  more  of  the 
medicine  and  told  to  continue.  I  saw  the  engineer,  that  this  man 
fires  for  last  week.    He  said  that  he  had  surprised  his  associates 
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in  that  he  was  in  better  health  than  he  had  been  for  years.  He 
can  eat  almost  any  kind  of  food  now  without  its  giving  him 
trouble.    He  is  still  under  treatment. 

Case  III.  Mrs.  A.,  aged  twenty-eight,  stout  built,  flushed 
face,  and  appeared  to  be  in  good  health.  She  complained  of  sour 
stomach,  burning  and  tenderness  in  the  region  of  the  pylorus,  bloat- 
ing of  the  stomach.  I  never  saw  one  belch  as  much  as  this  patient 
did.  It  seemed  that  she  could  hardly  talk  from  belching.  She  com- 
plained of  nervousness,  sleeplessness,  and  burning  of  the  face. 
She  had  been  treated  by  various  physicians  for  a  year  without  any 
benefit.    I  gave  her  the  following: 

IJ    Spec.  Med.  Gelsemium  gtts.  xxx. 
Water  q.  s.  5  iv. 

Sig.  teaspoonful  every  two  hours. 
^    Bis.  Sub  Nit.  §  i. 

Mint  Water  q.  s.  5  iv. 

Sig.  teaspoonful  every  three  hours. 
Jn  a  week  she  reported.  Her  stomach  was  better,  she  began  to 
sleep  well,  was  less  nervous,  and  the  burning  had  left  the  face. 
The  Gelsemium  was  now  dropped  and  the  other  treatment  was 
continued  with  the  addition  of  the  Elixir  Podophyllum,  teaspoon- 
ful at  bedtime  to  keep  the  bowels  in  good  condition.  This  treat- 
ment was  continued  for  four  months,  when  the  patient  was  dis- 
charged. In  about  two  months  she  came  back,  complaining  of 
bloating  of  the  stomach.  There  was  neither  tenderness,  nor  burn- 
ing complained  of.    She  was  given 

Spec.  Med.  Zanthoxylum  .3  i- 

Glycerine  q.  s.  m.  5  iv. 

Sig.  teaspoonful  every  three  hours. 
This  soon  stopped  her  trouble  and  it  has  not  recurred. 
Cambridge,  Ohio. 


Echinacea  Angustifolia. 

BY   A.    J.    BLAUSTEIX,  M.D. 

Read  at  the  December  meeting  of  the  New  York  Specific  Medication  Club. 

Echinacea  Angustifolia  is  an  indigenous  herbaceous  plant  of 
the  composite  order,  found  principally  in  the  Western  States.  The 
Specific  Tr.  is  made  of  the  root,  which  varies  in  size  from  the  thick- 
ness of  a  lead-pencil  to  that  of  the  little  finger.  When  chewed  the 
foot,  if  of  good  quality,  imparts  at  first  a  sweetish  taste,  subsequent- 
ly becoming  acrid  and  pungent,  and  finally  leaving  a  persistent  tin- 
gling sensation,  followed  by  a  peculiar  numbness  of  the  tongue 
and  fauces. 

Echinacea  Angustifolia  possesses  antiseptic,  alterative,  diapho- 
retic, diuretic  and  sialagogue  properties. 
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When  a  large  dose  of  Echinacea  is  taken  it  promotes  the  flow 
of  saliva,  in  a  short  time  diaphoresis  is  noticed,  and  the  continua- 
tion of  the  remedy  stimulates  the  kidneys.  It  stimulates  all  the 
glandular  organs.  It  encourages  secretion  and  excretion,  it  stimu- 
lates retrograde  metabolism  or  tissue  waste.  It  corrects  digestion. 
It  influences  the  entire  lymphatic  system.  Anemic  conditions  im- 
prove with  increased  nerve  tone.  It  has  a  decided  influence  upon 
the  nervous  system. 

This  is  the  remedy  wherever  you  find  a  depraved  condition 
of  the  blood  in  any  disease.  It  is  also  a  powerful  antidote  to  snake 
bites  and  poisonous  insects.  In  fevers  it  exercises  a  direct  influence 
upon  the  system  by  equalizing  the  circulation.  It  is  a  nerve 
stimulant  when  the  condition  is  due  to  a  depraved  state  of  the  blood. 

Dr.  Webster,  in  "Dynamical  Therapeutics;"  says  about  Echi- 
nacea :  "It  resembles  both  Baptisia  and  Rhus  Tox.  in  some  respects, 
though  as  a  remedy  for  the  septic  phase  of  typhoid  fever,  where 
there  is  a  tendency  to  gangrenous  states,  it  excels  the  former  rem- 
edy, while  in  erysipelas,  where  sloughing  is  imminent,  it  is  prefera- 
ble to  the  latter.  Its  action  seems  to  be  more  that  of  a  restorative 
of  the  tissues  generally,  while  it  possesses  none  the  less  power  as 
an  antiseptic." 

An  article  from  the  Medical  World  reprinted  in  the  Eclectic  Re- 
view, Aug.  15,  1906,  speaking  about  Echinacea,  says:  "It  is  classed 
by  the  Eclectics  as  an  alterative  and  antiseptic ;  it  is  both  of  these 
and  more.  It  has  points  of  usefulness  not  in  the  command  of  any 
other  alterative,  and  as  an  antiseptic  it  can  be  employed  in  more 
different  wrays  than  any  other  drug  employed  for  like  purpose. 
Used  in  latter  way,  it  is  employed  both  internally  and  externally 
and  the  effect  is  pleasing.  We  do  not  know  any  other  drug  or 
combination  of  drugs  of  so  great  value  in  blood  poison.  Whether 
the  septic  process  be  acute  or  chronic,  slowly  progressive  or  ful- 
minant, the  beneficial  (effect)  influence  of  Echinacea  may  be 
observed  soon  after  its  ingestion." 

In  an  article  from  the  Homeopathic  Recorder  reprinted  in  the 
Eclectic  Review,  Jan.  15,  1909,  it  is  stated  that  Echinacea  seems 
to  have  become  very  popular  in  Germany,  and  reports  of  cases  are 
printed  often  in  the  German  medical  journals. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Russel  says:  "Echinacea  will  not  take  the  place  of 
the  surgeon's  knife,  neither  will  it  remove  a  decomposed  placenta 
from  the  uterus ;  but  when  given  in  time  will  fortify  the  tissues 
and  prevent  the  absorption  of  toxins  and  aid  the  elimination  of  the 
same  from  the  system." 

Dr.  Harvillj  in  an  article  in  the  Eclectic  Medical  Journal,  Sept., 
1906,  refers  to  Echinacea  in  puerperal  infection  in  the  following 
manner:  "As  an  antiseptic  remedy  in  puerperal  sepsis,  the  medical 
profession  is  hardly  looking  for  a  more  satisfactory  and  successful 
remedy  than  Echinacea  Angustifolia.    We  find  it  well  indicated  in 
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all  septic  and  zymotic  conditions,  if  we  have  the  full,  dirty  or  dark- 
»  brown  coat  upon  the  tongue." 

Dr.  George  W.  Candler,  in  Chicago  Medical  Times,  Vol. 
XXXVII,  calls  Echinacea  and  Thuja  "pearls  of  great  price."  He 
reports  beautiful  results  in  many  cases  of  puerperal  sepsis  and  ery- 
sipelas. He  reduced  the  pains  and  fetor  of  cancer,  where  he  com- 
bined it  with  Thuja.  Mastitis,  syphilis,  dropsy,  carbuncle,  ab- 
scesses, dermatitis,  putrefying  sores,  snake  bites,  insect  bites  are 
benefited  by  Echinacea.  He  gives  Thuja  and  Echinacea  together 
or  in  alteration  with  advantage. 

Dr.  Lewis  Shirar  reports  in  the  Medical  Arena,  Vol.  XVI,  two 
cases  of  abortion,  where,  after  curetting,  he  gave  for  the  fever  aco- 
nite and  veratrum  and  Ilnd  R  Echinacea  §ss,  water  giv,  sig  3i 
every  two  hours,  and  hot  douches  of  Echinacea  §i  to  \  gallon  warm 
water  once  daily,  with  good  results. 

In  typhoid  fever  Echinacea  does  good  work  when  combined 
with  Baptisia. 

Dr.  J.  Mann,  in  "Modern  Eclecticism,"  Vol.  I,  states  that  he 
gives  Echinacea  for  the  blood  and  Baptisia  for  its  influence  upon  . 
Peyer's  patches  in  typhoid  fever. 

Dr.  A.  L.  Chase,  in  a  paper  on  typhoid  fever  read  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Boston  District  Eclectic  Medical  Society,  says  about  dis- 
infectants :  "I  have  found  one  of  the  best  of  this  class  that  I  have 
used  is  the  Echinacea  Angustifolia,  which  I  have  given  in  small 
doses  for  several  years  past,  with  great  benefit  to  my  patients  with 
typhoid  fever"  (Eclectic.  Review,  Sept.  15,  1906). 

Professor  Webster  recommends  Echinacea  in  diphtheria. 

Dr.  H.  L.  Henderson,  in  an  article  in  the  Eclectic  Medical 
Gleaner,  Sept.,  1906,  entitled  "Medicinal  Treatment  of  Diphtheria," 
discussing  the  treatment  of  septic  condition  of  diphtheria,  says : 
Is  there  spsis  with  sodden  bluish  tissue?  Then  we  will  administer 
Baptisia.  Is  there  marked  cadaveric  odor?  Then  we  will  give 
chlorate  o  fpotassium.  Is  there  spsis  with  pallor  of  mucous  mem- 
branes and  a  pasty,  whitish  exudation  of  a  sticky  mucus?  Then  we 
will  give  sulphide  of  sodium.  Is  there  a  general  evidence  of  sepsis, 
with  nasty  fetid  excretions,  seemingly  from  all  surfaces  and  emunc- 
tories?  Then  we  will  give  Echinacea.  I  have  found,"  he  says, 
"this  remedy  indicated  more  frequently  than  .all  othrs  in  this  line 
combined." 

Dr.  Frank  Webb,  in  a  paper  read  at  the  semi-annual  meeting 
of  the  Connecticut  Eclectic  Medical  Association,  calls  Echinacea 
a  valuable  antitoxin.  He  says  that  it  opposes  all  and  every  toxin, 
no  matter  what  the  name  may  be.  He  reports  cases  of  typhoid 
fever  and  cases  of  diphtheria  where  he  used  Echafolta  hypoder- 
mically  with  good  results.  Then  he  mentions  a  preparation  made 
by  Luyties'  homeopathic  pharmacy  of  St.  Louis  called  hypodermic 
Echinacea,  which  he  claims  he  used  with  brilliant  results.  This 
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preparation  is  non-alcoholic.  Then  he  mentions  varicose  ulcers 
cured  by  external  application  of  Echafolta. 

Dr.  William  P.  Best,  of  Indianapolis,  in  the  Los  Angeles  Jour- 
nal of  Eclectic  Medicine,  Vol,  II,  says  about  Echinacea:  It  acts 
directly  on  the  kidneys  as  a  renal  depurant  and  is  in  a  degree  hydra- 
gogue,  besides  its  ability  to  counteract  poison  and  keep  the  blood 
and  tissues  from  being  degenerated  by  their  baneful  influences. 
These  actions  cannot  be  attributed  to  the  small  quantity  of  alcohol 
which  acts  as  the  menstruum  for  the  specific  medicine." 

Dr.  O.  L.  Massinger,  in  a  paper  read  at  the  semi-annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Connecticut  Eclectic  Medical  Association,  reports  twenty 
cases  of  malaria  treated  with  Echinacea  without  one  failure.  He 
says  that  the  disease  will  be  under  control  of  the  drug,  the  chills 
would  not  return  after  several  days'  use  of  the  drug  and  the  patient 
can  return  to  work  as  if  they  never  had  been  ill.  If  the  remedy 
is  continued  several  weeks  after  the  fever  is  broken  up,  they  will 
have  no  return  of  the  trouble,  as  the  remedy  seems  to  entirely  rid 
the  blood  of  the  malaria  plasmodia.  He  has  examined  the  blood 
very  closely  while  giving  the  remedy  and  found  that  the  red  and 
white  blood  corpuscles  increase  in  number  and  the  blood  gradually 
becoming  free  from  the  plasmodium. 

In  skin  disease  Echinacea  is  of  great  value  when  combined 
with  Iris,  Podophylin,  Berberis,  Nux,  Hydrastis,  etc.,  according  to 
the  indication. 

In  dysentery  Echinacea  combined  with  geranium  will  do  the 
work. 

In  septicemia  we  can  rely  on  Echinacea ;  no  matter  as  to  the 
cause  of  infection,  the  effect  is  the  same. 

Echinacea  is  also  used  with  good  results  in  hydrophobia,  hem- 
orrhoids, and  gangrene  of  the  soft  tissue. 

I  myself  have  used  and  use  Echinacea  quite  extensively  and 
with  very  good  results. 

Specific  Indication. — Echinacea  is  the  .remedy  for  blood  poison- 
ing. Its  field  covers  all  the  infections.  It  corrects  ''bad  blood," 
boils,  carbuncles,  various  forms  of  septicemia,  tendency  to  forma- 
tion of  cellular  abscesses,  septic  condition  in  general.  Echinacea 
(on  the  lungs),  purulent  expectoration  with  increased  temperature; 
pulmonary  abscess,  pulmonary  gangrene,  typhoid-pneumonia  with 
evidence  of  sepsis  on  the  intestinal  tract.  Echinacea  or  Echafolta, 
large  foul-smelling  discharges,  vitality  low,  purplish  or  brownish- 
black  colored  tongue;  swelling  and  suppuration  of  the  mammary 
gland  where  there  is  evidence  of  sepsis  and  the  usual  symptoms  of 
infection ;  in  all  the  fevers  when  the  conditions  point  to  sepsis ; 
syphilis. 

Tongue  indication. — Tongue  dirty  brown  or  black. 
New  York  City. 
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Echinacea  in  Constitutional  Syphilis. 

BY  F.  A.  TAYLOR,  M.  D. 

Read  at  the  Fifty-Fourth  Semi-Annual   Meeting  of  the  Connecticut 
Eclectic  Medical  Association. 

The  case  which  I  am  about  to  present  is  one  of  such  unusual 
occurrence  that  it  seems  worthy  of  comment. 

Airs.  A.  B.,  age  34,  mother  of  two  children,  both  grown  up, 
stated  that  seven  years  ago  she  was  infected  with  Gonorrhoea  by 
her  husband.  For  some  time  she  was  not  aware  that  the  condition 
was  of  such  a  serious  nature,  and  treated  it  only  as  a  severe  attack 
of  Leucorrhea.  The  discharge  was  of  a  burning  character,  thick 
and  very  foul.  She  at  first  tried  to  relieve  herself  by  means  of  clear 
water  douches,  which  relief  proved  to  be  only  momentary. 

After  this  condition  had  lasted  about  one  month,  she  consulted 
a  physician,  who  treated  her  for  three  weeks  without  any  material 
change  for  the  better.  As  her  financial  circumstances  would  not 
permit  her  the  luxury  of  a  specialist's  private  services,  she  went 
to  a  dispensary.  There  she  was  treated  for  a  period  of  six  months, 
having  been  instructed  to  use  strong  astringent  douches.  As  we 
might  expect,  the  so-called  Leucorrhea  ceased,  but  with  its  cessa- 
tion she  noticed  there  had  developed  a  very  sensitive  condition  of 
both  ovaries,  with  dragging  down  pains,  headache  and  sore  throat. 
Her  urine  became  very  scanty,  which  she  passed  only  with  con- 
siderable difficulty. 

Her  condition  finally  became  so  distressing  that  she  was  ad- 
mitted to  another  hospital  for  continued  treatment.  It  was  there 
discovered  that  she  was  suffering  with  a  salpingitis  of  specific  char- 
acter, together  with  a  double  syphilitic  ovaritis.  After  some  lengthy 
treatment  at  this  hospital,  with  mercurial  inunctions  and  antiseptic 
injections,  she  experienced  slight  relief  of  the  pelvic  condition,  but 
with  it  her  sight  began  to  fail.  She  was  then  advised  to  have  a 
complete  hysterectomy  as  a  possible  means  of  preventing  any  fur- 
ther systemic  infection !  She  made  a  favorable  recovery  from  the 
operation,  but  still  noticed  some  pain  about  the  liver  and  spleen. 
Her  sight  continued  to  fail  until  she  finally  went  to  the  New  York 
Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary.  There  three  of  the  consulting  oculists  ex- 
amined her  and  stated  her  condition  was  beyond  hope.  Her  sight 
continued  to  fail  until  she  was  compelled  to  have  a  guide  with  her 
constantly.  Finally  one  of  the  oculists,  having  admitted  her  to  his 
service,  ordered  her  to  a  dark  room.  There  she  remained  for  six 
wreeks,  receiving  hot  boric  irrigations  three  times  a  day,  and  hot 
boric  compresses  constantly.  Here  again  she  was  given  the  mer- 
curial inunctions.  When  discharged  she  was  totally  blind  in  the  left 
eye  and  could  see  only  a  dark  shadow  with  the  right  when  a  very 
bright  light  was  passed  before  her.  This  condition  she  was  told 
was  all  that  could  ever  be  hoped  for.  From  that  time  until  two 
years  following  she  discontinued  treatment.    Five  years  ago  she 
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again  consulted  her  oculist,  together  with  several  others,  all  of 
whom  declared  she  could  never  be  better,  and  told  her  to  make  the 
best  of  it. 

Through  a  patient  of  mine  who  was  spending  the  summer  here, 
she  was  persuaded  to  come  to  me.  After  a  thorough  examination 
I  found  her  in  the  following  condition.  She  was  unable  to  see  out 
of  either  eye.  The  pupil  of  the  left  eye  had  become  irregular  in 
outline  with  a  dark  spot  at  the  lower  left  corner,  while  the  right 
was  regular  but  covered  by  a  thin  film.  Conjunctiva  pale,  indi- 
cating anemia.  Her  face  was  flushed  and  she  still  suffered  with 
occipital  and  frontal  headache,  and  at  times  vertigo  and  sore 
'.hroat.  Pains  in  right  side,  which  would  correspond  to  an  ovarian 
neuritis  There  was  an  enlargement  of  lymphatics  of  axilla  and 
pain  in  lumbar  region.  There  was  incontinence  of  urine,  the  patient 
having  no  control  of  the  bladder. 

Palpation  revealed  an  enlarged  and  sclerqtic  liver.  The  spleen 
was  also  enlarged  and  tender  ;  appetite  pekyic  and  bowels  constipated. 

Treatment. — For  the  flushed  face  and  vertigo  I  administered 
Podophyllin,  and  Chelidonium  for  its  specific  action  upon  the  liver. 
In  about  one  week  all  hepatic  and  spleenic  tenderness  was  relieved, 
and  her  bowels\actin£  kindly.  '    .  " 

There  being  no  'doi'bt  in' 'my  "mind  that  the  ocular  condi- 
tion was  a  result  of  a  general  systemic  retention,  I  put  her  on 
normal  Echinacea,  20  drops  every  two  hours.  This  she  continued 
for  two  weeks,  until  the  happy  results  that  she  was  feeling  better  in 
every  way  and  the  sight  in  right  eye  showed  marked  improvement. 
She  could  now  see  daylight  and  could  distinguish  a  lighted  lamp 
(15)  fif:een  feet  away.  After  the  sixth  week  she  could  distinguish 
colors,  and  at  the  end  of  two  months  she  was  able  to  read  large 
print.  She  remained  under  my  care  four  months,  during  which  time 
she  received  no  other  treatment  after  the  first  week  but  Echinacea. 
The  sight  of  both  eyes  was  so  much  improved  that  she  left  home 
unaided  and  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  reading  a  magazine  on  the 
train.  I  have  kept  track  of  this  patient  for  the  past  year,  and 
the  last  reports  stated  that  her  improvement  continues. 

Montville,  Conn. 

Items  From  the  Field  of  Neurology. 

BY    THEODORE    DAVIS    ADLERMAX,    A.B..  M.D. 

To  think  that  after  all  the  labors  of  the  immortal  Charcot,  who 
placed  hysteria  on  a  firm  clinical  basis  and  who  has  traced  all  the 
manifestations  to  disturbances  in  the  psychic  sphere,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  investigations  of  Ziehen.  Dabile,  Buzzard,  Melbias,  and  to 
think  that  there  exists  doubt  as  to  hvsteria  as  a  disease! 


Tumors  involving  the  fifth  nerve,  as  well  as  syphilis  and  mi- 
graine, give  rise  to  pains  that  can  hardly  be  taken  for  those  of  tri- 
facial neuralgia. 
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The  etiology  of  hysteria  must  be  sought  in  an  hereditary  taint 
handed  down  from  previous  generations,  the  offspring  of  the  im- 
pulsive, emotional  mother,  and  the  alcoholic,  neurotic  father,  being 
frequently  hysterical — if  no  graver  psychoneurosis  results  from 
such  a  union. 


As  Ave  all  know,  and  those  that  don't  know,  ought  to  know,  that 
in  functional  neuroses  pathology  does  not  aid  us,  and  hysteria  is 
nothing  but  a  special  functional  neurosis !  You  must  not  forget 
that  the  origin  of  nearly  all  symptoms  of  hysteria  are  psychical  and 
therefore  the  psychic  condition  must  always  be  considered. 


Masturbation  is  of  less  etiologic  than  symptomatologic  impor- 
tance, for  onanism  is  not  a  cause^as  many  are  inclined  to  believe, 
but  a  symptom  ofe  disease  When  a'jSafient  fails  to  divulge  this  habit, 
although  it  is 'of  inteiest,  it  is  of  little  practical  ^importance,  particu- 
larly in  tr^tfe^ent.  c«  c< 


In  a  great  marry  ms&n'ty*  &£s£g  alcohol'  either  alone,  or  in 
combination,  an  important  etiological'  '  factor.  McKinnis,  in  a 
report  upon  520  male  patients,  a  majority  of  whom  were  admitted 
from  Philadelphia,  and  the  larger  towns  in  the  counties  of  Phila- 
delphia, Delaware  and  Bucks,  in  46  per  cent  of  these  alcohol  was  the 
factor.  In  13.5  per  cent  they  were  classed  as  alcoholic  psychoses. 
In  41  per  cent,  of  the  imbeciles  and  34.5  per  cent  of  the 
epileptics  alcohol  was  responsible  for  their  commitment. 


Insanity  is  really  not  a  legal  term  in  the  strict  sense  of  the 
word;  it  is  a  general  term  that  can  be  applied  to  every  person  who 
is  of  unsound  mind,  or  who  suffers  from  some  physical  disease 
located  in  the  brain,  which  deranges  one  or  more  of  the  mental  or 
moral  faculties. 


Homicide  is  frequently  committed  by  epileptics.  As  a  rule, 
many  epileptics  are  not  considered  insane,  and  if  the  fits  are  not 
numerous  they  must  pass  muster  as  sane  people,  and  yet  at  certain 
periods  before  and  after  the  fits  there  is  considerable  mental  dis- 
turbance which  can  lead  to  homicide.  Homicide  can  be  committed 
also  by  persons  of  weak  mind,  idiots,  imbeciles  or  demented  for 
some  silly  cause  or  from  mere  combativeness.  An  idiot  may  kill  a 
child  because  he  has  seen  a  fowl  or  a  sheep  killed.  An  imbecile  may 
commit  murder  to  gain  notoriety  and  be  talked  about  in  the  News- 
papers. 
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Dees  courage  exist  among-  idiots  and  imbeciles?  Among  idiots 
I  have  never  seen  it,  and  as  to  imbeciles,  they  are  all  cowards,  and 
if  they  ever  do  anything  which  is  courageous,  it  is  because  they  are 
unconscious  of  the  danger,  or  they  act  in  obedience  to  an  impulse. 
Calm  deliberate  courage  (a  rare  virtue  even  in  normal  man)  is  en- 
tirely absent  in  these  creatures. 


Two  cases  of  syringomyelia  are  reported  by  T.  K.  Monro 
(Glasgow  Med.  Jour.),  together  with  an  account  of  the  pathologic 
changes  in  the  spinal  cord  of  one  case.  Monro  makes  the  following 
two  classes  of  cases :  1.  For  one  of  these  classes,  there  is  a  condi- 
tion of  gliomatosis.  The  cord  becomes  the  seat  of  a  new  growth, 
which  is  gliomatous  or  sarcomatous  in  its  nature,  and  in  which  cavi- 
ties form.  2.  In  the  second  class,  some  cases  have  a  dilatation  of  the 
central  canal,  which  may  be  distended  with  fluid. 


The  diagnosis  of  tumors  of  the  spinal  cord  is  not  difficult  in  the 
late  stages  of  the  disease,  when  all  characteristic  symptoms,  pain, 
gradual  loss  of  power,  and  impairment  of  sensation,  are  present. 
In  the  earlier  stage  of  the  disease  it  is  other;  pain  is,  or  may  be, 
the  only  symptom,  and  it  may  be  impossible  to  detect  any  impair- 
ment of  movement  or  of  sensation. 


The  chief  manifestations  produced  by  cerebral  arteriosclerosis 
are:  Insomnia  and  dysomnia.  headache  and  cephalic  paresthesis, 
vertigo,  anemia,  and  dementia,  and  apoplectic  symptoms.  Collins 
affirms  that  every  case  in  which  symptoms  indicative  of  brain 
tumor  occur  in  an  individual  above  45  years  of  age,  cerebral  arterio- 
sclerosis should  be  suspected  in  the  absence  of  implication  of  the 
optic  nerves. 


Prof.  Hugo  Miinstenberg  declares  telepathy  to  be  nothing 
more  than  a  name  for  something  which  does  not  exist,  agreeing 
with  modern  psychologists.  Telepathy  sounds  pretty  nice,  espe- 
cially when  preceded  by  the  redundancy  mental. 

70  Rogers  Ave.,  Brooklyn. 


SEASONABLE  REMEDIES. 

Asclepias  tuberosa,  bryonia,  lobelia,  sanguinaria,  mycrotys, 
gelsemium.  Fine  descriptions  of  these  remedies  will  be  found  in 
Fyfi's  "Specific  Medication  and  Diagnosis." 


.Materia  I^ledica  and  Therapeutics 

EDITED  BY 

JOHN   WILLIAIVl   FYFE,  M.  D. 
Short  Articles  giving  definite  indications  for  remedies  are  solicited,  and  may  be  s>  nt  to  Dr.  J.  W.  FYFE,  Saugatuck,  Ct 

Pilocarpine  Hydrochloride. 

In  "Specific  Diagnosis  and  Specific  Medication,"  just  published 
by  the  Scaudders  Brothers  Company,  the  author  in  part  refers  to 
this  frequently  indicated  remedy  as<follo\vs: 

"Pilocarpine  hydrochloride  exerts  a  stimulating  influence  upon 
"he  skin,  and  through  this  property  becomes  a  useful  remedy  in 
chronic  skin  diseases  characterized  by  a  dry  or  scaly  condition. 
Tn  Bright's  *  disease  its  diaphoretic  action  aids  in  eliminating 
through  the  skin  products  which  otherwise  must  be  eliminated  by 
the  overtaxed  kidneys.  It  also  constitutes  an  efficient  means  of 
removing  pleuritic  effusions,  and  in  uremic  poisoning  it  will  aid 
much  in  the  treatment.  Small  doses  of  pilocarpine  are  often  use- 
ful in  humid  asthma,  bronchorrhea  and  hiccough,  and  as  a  means 
of  arresting  the  sweating  of  phthisis  and  the  relief  of  ptyalism 
they  are  efficient.  It  has  been  highly  recommended  as  a  remedy  in 
mumps,  chronic  enlargement  of  the  cervical  glands  and  adenitis 
of  the  inguinal  glands.  It  is  a  galactagogue  of  some  value.  In 
catarrhal  jaundice  it  is  also  deemed  a  remedy  of  merit,  and  in 
diabetes  insipidus  it  is  said  to  lessen  the  flow  of  urine.  In  the 
first  stage  of  erysipelas  very  small  doses  of  pilocarpine  have  been 
employed  hypodermically  with  advantage. 

"Pilocarpine  should  never  be  employed  internally  when  the 
heart  is  weak  from  thinning  and  atrophy  of  its  walls  or  from 
fatty  degeneration,  nor  when  there  is  a  tendency  to  pulmonary 
congestion  and  edema.  It  is  also  contraindicated  in  pregnancy,  and 
in  typhoid  and  other  asthenic  fevers. 

"Externally,  in  solution  of  the  strength  of  one  grain  to  two  and 
a  half  drachms  of  water,  it  is  used  for  dropping  into  the  eye  to 
dilate  the  pupil  in  iritis,  choroiditis,  beginning  of  peripheral  cata- 
ract, and  in  glaucoma. 

''Pilocarpine  hydrochloride  is  sialagogue,  diaphoretic,  diuretic 
and  antidotal  to  atropine  poisoning.  Atropine  is  also  antidotal  to 
pilocarpine  (gr.  1-12  of  atropine  subcutaneously).  Great  caution 
should  be  exercised  in  the  use  of  this  drug. 

"Indications. — Edema  and  dropsy  in  disease  of  the  heart  and 
kidneys,  when  there  is  diminished  secretion  or  suppression  of 
arine;  chronic  poisoning  by  mercury  or  lead  (to  obtain  elimination 
of  the  poison  through  the  sweat  and  saliva)  ;  first  paroxysm  of 
puerperal  eclampsia,  convulsions  of  various  sorts,  and  singultus; 
conditions  where  profuse  sweating  is  desired. 

"Dose. — Internally,  1-64  to  1-4  of  a  grain,  not  to  exceed  one 
°rain  a  day.  Subcutaneously,  1-6  to  1-4  of  a  grain,  to  obtain  its 
full  effect."  [18 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW  19 


The  Relation  of  Pathology  to  Therapeutics. 

In  an  interesting  paper  published  in  the  "American  Medical 
Journal,"  Dr.  J.  H.  G.  Waddington  urges  the  importance  of  path- 
ology to  the  student  of  therapeutics,  and  in  part  says: 

"Without  a  knowledge  of  pathology,  more  or  less  exact,  no 
'specific  indications'  worthy  of  the  name  could  ever  have  been 
educed.  The  late  Prof.  John  M.  Scudder,  in  his  'Specific  Medica- 
tion/ wrote :  Tf  the  action  of  a  remedy  is  to  oppose  a  process  of 
disease,  evidently  its  selection  will  depend — first,  upon  a  correct 
knowledge  of  this  opposition  of  remedies  to  it.'  He  further  states, 
in  his  'Eclectic  Practice  of  Medicine.'  T  am  satisfied  that  the  med- 
icine of  the  future  will  consist  of  specifics  for  pathological  condi- 
tions/ As  Eclectics,  we  have  been,  and  are,  taught  to  give  a  rem- 
edy because  it  is  indicated  by  certain  well  defined  symptoms — 
specific  indications  for  specific  remedies.  Belladonna,  for  example, 
is  indicated  by  congestion,  as  evidenced  by  the  specific  symptoms, 
'dull  face,  dilated  pupils,  dullness  of  mind  and  tendency  to  sleep, 
impaired  capillary  circulation  of  the  skin';  Gelsemium,  for  the  an- 
tithetical condition  of  determination  of  blood,  sthenia,  as  evidenced 
by  the  specific  indications  of  'flushed  face,  bright  eyes,  contracted 
pupils,  increased  heat  of  head,  and  general  headache' ;  and  so  on  ad 
infinitum.  This  is  all  very  well  so  far  as  it  goes ;  but  there  is  such  a 
thing  as  going  too  far  in  one  direction  (right  though  that  direction 
may  be),  and  of  not  going  far  enough  in  another.  Because  we  have 
become  so  habituated  to  the  fact  that  a  certain  specific  condition,  per 
example,  congestion,  as  evidenced  by  certain  almost  too  well-known 
specific  indications,  calls  for  certain  specific  drugs,  as  Belladonna 
and  Ge!semium.  one  is  apt  to  become  habituated  to  the  ignoring  of 
the  basic  pathology  underlying  such  condition.  By  ignoring  the 
study  of  pathology  in  favor  of  therapeutics  as  applied  solely  upon 
what  might  be  aptly  termed  objective  evidence,  one  is  prone  to 
mistake  superficialities  for  profundities.  A  congestive  condition 
may  have  all  the  distinctive  symptomatology,  commonly  described 
as  'specific  indications,"  calling  for  Belladonna,  but  a  too  easily 
assured  and  satisfied  diagnosis,  by  ignoring  a  further  and  more 
thorough  examination  of  the  pathological  condition,  may  overlook 
a  possible  renal  impairment  with  a  resultant  coma,  in  which  a  rec- 
ognition of  the  specific  indications  for,  and  the  application  of.  that 
specific  remedy  will  not,  alone,  adequately  suffice  to  overcome  said 
congestion.  Given  a  case  of  anemia,  a  superficial  examination  will 
undoubtedly  disclose  well  defined  'specific  indications'  for  certain 
specific  remedies;  but  a  due  respect  to  pathology,  by  leading  one 
to  make  the  indicated  ophthalmoscopic  examination  for  possible 
retinal  hemorrhage,  and  a  microscopical  examination  of  the  blood, 
would,  if  not  able  thereby  to  inaugurate  a  cure,  at  least,  by  proving 
or  disproving  a  possible  diagnosis  of  progressive  pernicious  anemia, 
prevent  much  unnecessary  therapy,  and,  by  a  correct  diagnosis. 
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prevent  that  impairment  of  faith  in  general,  and  of  the  physician  in 
particular,  in  which  an  otherwise  erroneous  diagnosis  would  in- 
dubitably eventuate.  Abdominal  pain  may  have  all  the  classic  spe- 
cific indications  presumed  to  call  for  Specific  Bryonia,  Dioscorea, 
or  Colocynth,  when  a  more  searching  examination  into  the  path- 
ology underlying  such  particular  pain  in  such  particular  instance, 
by  detecting  retained  shreds  of  placenta,  a  gall-bladder  obstruction, 
or  an  appendical  inflammation,  would  as  specifically,  and,  in  such 
case  correctly,  indicate  certain  measures  or  means  to  be  employed, 
as  the  more  superficial  examination  would  lead  to  as  apparently  a 
specific,  but.  in  such  case,  incorrect,  an  indication  for  Specific 
Bryonia,  et  al.  To  divorce  the  study  of  pathology  from  that  of 
therapeutics,  as  some  of  our  School  are,  apparently,  striving  to  do, 
is  to  divorce  husband  from  wife,  the  one  being  the  proper  comple- 
ment of  the  other.  One  may  prescribe  solely  upon  a  certain  specific 
indication  for  a  certain  specific  drug,  and  even  obtain  the  best  of 
results,  quite  often,  even  though  he  possesses  no  knowledge  of  the 
underlying  pathology  of  such  indication;  a  feverish  condition  quite 
commonly  met  with  in  children  may  be  often  completely  dispersed, 
sometimes  within  twenty-four  hours,  by  the  small  dose,  frequently 
repeated,  of  the  indicated  Aconite,  Gelsemium,  etc.,  and  one  be  in 
complete  ignorance  of  the  exact  pathology  of  such  feverish  con- 
dition ;  doses  of  Nux  and  Capsicum,  administered  to  the  patient  with 
a  flabby,  yellow  coated  tongue,  complaining  of  anorexia  and  slight 
nausea,  with  a  sense  of  weight  in  the  stomach,  will  frequently 
cure  before  we  have  even  learned  whether  such  conditions  denoted 
a  neurosis  or  a  more  definite  gastritis.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
most  exact  pathology,  as  yet  educed,  of  some  conditions  of  disease 
will  throw  little,  if  any,  light  upon  a  satisfactory  treatment  for 
same:  diabetes  mellitus  and  epilepsy,  for  instance.  None  the  less, 
a  priori,  I  think  my  hearers  will  all  agree  that  the  study  of  pathology 
and  of  therapeutics  should,  as  far  as  possible,  go  hand  and  hand: 
the  more  thorough  our  knowledge  of  underlying  conditions  of  dis- 
ease, the  more  thoroughly  will  we  be  prepared  successfully  to  com- 
bat the  same :  and  then  be  adequately  prepared  to  give  due  weight 
to  cause  and  effect,  and  not  be  deceived  into  mistaking  the  factitious 
for  the  real." 


Lippia  Mexicana. 

In  an  instructive  article  on  Lippia  Mexicana,  Dr.  A.  W.  For- 
bush  of  Somerville,  Mass.,  points  out  several  of  the  most  impor- 
tant properties  of  this  not  very  well-known  drug,  and  says : 

"Attention  was  first  called  to  its  medicinal  properties  by  watch- 
ing some  Indian  children  plucking  and  eating  its  flowers,  which 
they  ate  with  avidity,  declaring  them  to  be  very  good  and  to  re- 
veal an  agreeable,  aromatic  taste  ;  but,  when  taken  in  large  quan- 
tities, there  was  a  somewhat  emetic  action,  followed  by  mild  drows- 
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iness.  The  agreeable  taste  of  its  leaves  reminds  one  of  the  sweet 
flavor  of  lemon-balm. 

"The  principle  'lippiol,'  mixed  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  was  given  to  a  small  house-dog.  Half  an 
nour  afterwards,  the  animal's  pupils  appeared  to  be  dilated  to  a 
moderate  degree,  and  it  was  restless,  and  vomited  frequently.  After 
a  time,  these  symptoms  ceased,  and,  stretching  out  on  the  floor,  it 
fell  asleep,  awaking,  two  hours  afterwards,  as  spry  and  gay  as  ever, 
and  with  no  toxic  effects  noticeable.  I  have  taken  the  tincture  in 
two-drachm  doses,  experiencing,  in  about  half  an  hour,  an  agree- 
able sensation  of  warmth  in  the  face,  and  flushing,  these  symptoms 
being  followed  by  copious  perspiration  and  sleepiness,  with  a  desire 
to  take  long  and  frequent  breaths.  Again,  on  trial,  I  observed  that 
it  relieved,  after  a  time,  an  uncomfortable  asthmatic  and  bronchial 
affection.  On  an  experience  with  common  camphor,  a  similarity  of 
action  was  observed.  In  order  to  compare  the  effects  of  Lippia 
Mexicana  with  those  of  camphor,  I  made  experiments  with  the 
latter,  administering  it  in,  as  nearly  as  possible,  equal  doses.  From 
•  he  result,  I  concluded  that  the  action  and  effect  of  Lippia  Mexi- 
cana are  similar  to  those  of  ordinary  camphor,  as  regards  quality, 
the  essential  difference  being  that  the  action  of  Lippia  is  less  in- 
tense, but  more  permanent.  It  easily  enters  into  the  circulation  of 
the  blood  without  exerting  any  irritating  action  on  the  stomach  or 
intestines,  and  is  readily  eliminated  by  the  organs  of  respiration. 
All  camphorlike  agents  are  generally  eliminated  through  these 
organs. 

"Lippia  Mexicana  is  a  very  useful  drug  of  positive  value,  with 
a  limited  field  of  action.  The  remedy  is  not  a  specific  against  lung- 
wrongs  in  general,  but  is  a  good  expectorant,  doing  away  with  al- 
together, or  reducing,  at  least,  the  irritable  condition  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  organs  of  respiration.  It  is  not  always  easy  to  de- 
cide on  the  cause  of  a  cough ;  and  therefore,  at  times,  it  is  a  difficult 
condition  to  even  relieve.  The  ordinary  practitioner  meets  with  a 
great  many  coughs,  the  cause  of  which  he  cannot  fathom,  especially 
during  the  winter  and  spring.  He  names  such  condition  an  irri- 
tated cough,  the  cause  of  the  irritation  remaining  a  mystery. 
Among  the  remedies  for  these  trying  cases,  we  find  Lippia  Mexi- 
cana, and  it  has  certainly  proved  a  valuable  addition  to  our  Materia 
Medica  for  such  complaints.  L'nlike  other  remedies  employed  for 
this  purpose,  its  beneficial  influence  is  not  obtained  at  the  expense 
of  depressing  the  heart  or  nervous  system,  or  of  disturbance  of  the 
gastro-intestinal  organs.  A  high  state  of  febrile  excitement  does 
not  contraindicate  its  use.  It  is  peculiarly  sedative  to  the  entire 
mucous  surfaces  of  the  post-nasal  region  and  bronchial  tubes  ;  and, 
by  its  sedative  drug  charactertistic,  relieves  irritability  of  these  sur- 
faces ;  hence,  its  value  in  acute  catarrhal  inflammation  of  the  respir- 
atory passages. 
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"In  recurring  winter  cough,  very  persistent,  stubborn,  and  diffi- 
cult to  cure,  with  a  deep,  resonant  hacking,  or  barking,  without 
special  secretion,  usually  absent  in  the  summer  (a  condition  of  our 
Middle  and  Xorthen  States),  particularly  among  many  women  and 
school  children,  not  only  will  Lippia  Mexicana  be  found  a  specific, 
but  its  influence  will  be  such  that,  in  nearly  every  case,  the  cough 
will  fail  again  to  recur  the  following  winter.  In  the  bronchial 
cough  following  measles,  single  handed,  Lippia  will  produce  quite 
satisfactory  effects,  a  union  with  Drosera  rotunda  insuring  the  hap- 
piest of  results.  To  sufferers  of  asthma  (not  due  to  growths),  this 
remedy  is  exactly  suited.  In  severe  cases,  the  addition  of  Euphorbia 
pilulifera  or  Grindelia  robusta  will  sorely  disappoint,  particularly 
in  the  more  acute.  In  chronic  bronchial  cough,  inveterate,  irri- 
tating, long-standing,  and  complicated  with  cardiac  lesions,  Lippia 
Mexicana  can  be  administered  almost  to  infinity,  not  only  to  relieve 
the  cough,  but  also  to  lessen  the  viscidity  of  the  excretion.  In  cases 
of  phthisis  beyond  the  range  of  the  present  day  specific  out-door 
life,  cold-water  plunging,  extra-forced  diet,  etc.,  Lippia  will  be 
found  of  extra  value  to  promote  rest  and  sleep.  It  will  greatly 
control  and  alleviate  the  cough,  ,  and,  in  many  cases,  the  night 
sweats.  Putrescent  odor  of  the  sputa  is  an  indication  for  Lippia, 
which  can  be  combined  with  any  indicated  remedy  when  desired. 

"There  is  not  a  condition  in  which  the  treatment  of  to-day  is 
more  unsatisfactory  than  that  of  whooping  cough.  Dr.  Hambers 
(London)  prescribes  Lippia  Mexicana  with  much  confidence.  He 
remarks  that  'it  controls  the  reflex  irritation  of  the  branches  of  the 
pneumo-gastric  nerve  which  produced  spasm.'  Observation  con- 
vinces me  it  does,  in  a  measure,  control  cough  and  spasm,  but  that, 
single-handed,  it  does  not  readily  give  the  expected  relief. 

"Specific  Symptomatology.  Persistent  dry,  hard  ringing,  or 
resonant,  bronchial  cough.  The  remedy  is  limited  to  the  air- 
passages. 

"Dose :  5  to  20  minims." 


Carbolic  Acid. 

In  a  recently  published  article  the  value  of  this  drug  is  tersely 
presented  as  follows :  "Carbolic  acid  is  a  greatly  over-rated  agent 
in  popular  methods  of  disinsection;  first,  because  its  odor  will  cover 
almost  any  other  odor;  and  second,  because  it  will  prevent  decom- 
position in  a  strength  as  low  as  1  to  15,000.  However,  the  fact  re- 
mains that  repeated  tests  have  proven  that  it  takes  a  solution  of  1 
to  1,000  to  kill  spores,  fts  greatest  use  is  in  disinfecting  soiled 
clothing  and  discharges,  and  in  washing  and  scrubbing  woodwork 
and  floors.  It  is  not  very  soluble  in  water,  but  a  solution  of  one  in 
twenty  can  be  made  by  stirring,  and  a  stronger  solution  is  possible 
by  the  addition  of  a  little  glycerine." 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW 


23 


Society  -Meetings 


SOCIETY  CALENDAR. 

National  Eclectic  Medical  Association.  Meets  at  Boston  in  June,  1910. 
G.  W.  Thompson,  M.D.,  president;   W.  P.  Best,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Meets  at  New  York, 
May,  1910.    S.  A.  Hardy,  M.D.,  president;    E.  H.  King,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Massachusetts  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  first  Thursday  and 
Friday  of  June,  in  Boston.  D.  P.  Borden,  M.D.,  president;  Pitts  Edwin 
Howes.  M.D.,  secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York. 
Meets  third  Thursday  in  each  month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  street.  C 
Lloyd,  M.D.,  president;  H.  Harris,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Kings  County  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  annually  in  February. 
Theodore  Adlerman,  M.D.,  president;    A.  B.  Wolf,  M.D.,  secretary. 

New  York  Specific  Medication  Club.  Meets  second  Thursday  in  each 
month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  street.    James  Moran,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Boston  District  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  the  fourth  Monday 
of  each  month,  excepting  July  and  August,  at  "The  Thorndike,"-  Boylston 
street.  F.  G.  Phillimore,  M.D.,  president;  Pitts  Edwin  Howes,  M.D., 
secretary.   

THE  NATIONAL  ECLECTIC  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 


An  Appeal — Join  the  National. 

The  plans  for  the  next  meeting  of  the  National  at  Boston,  June 
22d,  are  well  under  way,  and  we  have  every  expectation  that  it 
will  be  a  noteworthy  gathering.  Under  the  able  presidency  of  Dr. 
Thompson,  of  New  York,  all  the  preliminary  arrangements  have 
been  made,  and  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  attendance  will 
be  a  record  breaker,  and  it  is  to  the  interest  of  our  profession  that 
as  many  as  possible  attend.  It  has  been  many  years  since  we  have 
met  in  New  England. 

The  railroads  will  offer  us  reduced  rates  with  special  stopover 
privileges,  so  that  those  who  have  never  been  to  Boston  may  well 
find  this  an  unusual  opportunity  for  such  a  trip.  The  [Massachusetts 
members  are  making  great  efforts  to  entertain  us,  and  they  certainly 
know  how  to  do  it. 

Aside  from  the  motives  of  pleasure,  Ave  are  sure  that  every 
member  of  the  Eclectic  profession  is  interested  in  the  prosperity 
j?nd  the  perpetuity,  of  our  National  Association.  YVe  cannot  exist 
without  this,  and  by  all  means  we  must  keep  it  in  a  flourishing 
condition.  Indeed,  we  would  be  a  sorry  lot  were  we  to  allow  our 
Eclectic  organizations  to  be  neglected,  and  therefore  it  is  for  the 
interest  of  every  practitioner  of  our  school  to  keep  them  at  full  tide. 

The  National  is  our  most  representative  body.  It  stands  for 
the  highest  ideals  in  medicine  and  surgery ;  it  is  the  bulwark  of 
Eclecticism,  and  in  it  we  find  the  best  exponents  of  our  school  of 
medicine.  We  cannot  live  without  it,  and  should  exert  our  influence 
for  its  continuance  and  prosperity.  A  practitioner  of  our  school 
cannot  live  by  himself  alone,  and  he  must  associate  himself  with  its 
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organizations.  We  therefore  make  this  primary  appeal  for  every- 
one to  come  forward  and  to  lend  his  influence  that  the  good  work 
may  go  on. 

If  there  are  any  physicians  who  are  not  members  of  the  Na- 
tional, fhey  should  join  at  once.  By  a  new  rule,  application  and  the 
payment  of  the  annual  dues  of  Two  Dollars  may  be  made  at  any 
Mme,  and  names  will  be  posted  in  the  June  Quarterly  and  voted  on 
at  Boston.  It  costs  but  Two  Dollars  a  year,  and  every  graduate  of 
::n  Eclectic  school  should  become  a  member.  The  undersigned  is 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Organization.  Any  State  Society 
member  who  wishes  to  join  may  send  name,  address,  year  of  grad- 
uation from  college,  and  Two  Dollars  to  us,  and  we  will  file  applica- 
tion for  membership.  Blanks  for  application  will  be  forwarded  to 
anyone  who  will  make  inquiry.  Membership  dues  include  an  an- 
nual subscription  to  the  National  Quarterly.  Send  in  your  name 
and  do  your  duty  to  the  profession.  The  nine  hundred  who  are  al- 
ready members  of  the  National  renew  through  their  State  Society 
secretaries.  JOHN  K.  SCUDDER,  M.D., 

1009  Plum  Street, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  society  was  held  in  the 
College  auditorium  Thursday  evening,  December  16th,  President 
MacDermott  presiding. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  approved  as  read. 
The  annual  reports  of  the  financial  and  recording  secretaries  and 
of  the  treasurer  were  presented,  received  and  referred  to  a  special 
auditing  committee. 

The  reports  showed  a  most  successful  year,  nineteen  papers 
read  and  discussed,  six  new  members  elected,  and  a  balance  of  near- 
ly two  hundred  dollars  in  the  treasury. 

President  MacDermott  congratulated  the  society  upon  this  fine 
showing,  after  which  the  nominating  committee,  consisting  of  Dr. 
Boskowitz,  Hardy,  Heeve,  Schaefer  and  Moran,  presented  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

For  President,  Dr.  Charles  Lloyd. 

For  Vice-President,  Dr.  M.  B.  Carr. 

For  Treasurer,  Dr.  George  W.  Thompson. 

For  Recording  Secretary,  Dr.  H.  Harris. 

For  Financial  Secretary,  Dr.  G.  Olsson. 

For  Censors,  Drs.  O.  A.  Hyde,  C.  Brandenburg,  V.  J.  H.  Sillo, 
G.  W.  Schaefer,  and  MacDermott. 

Upon  motion,  nominations  were  declared  closed  and  the  secre- 
tary cast  one  ballot  for  the  society,  electing  unanimously  each 

candidate  to  office. 
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Drs.  C.  W.  Brandenburg  and  T.  D.  Adlerman  were  appointed 
installing  officers  and  inducted  the  newly  elected  candidates  into 
office  with  well  chosen  remarks,  to  which  the  officers-elect  made 
brief  and  appropriate  replies. 

The  society  then  adjourned. 

H.  HARRIS,  M.D., 

Recording  Secretary. 


The  New  York  Specific  Medication  Club. 

January  13th,  1910. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  New  York  Specific  Medi- 
cation Club  was  held  in  the  College  parlors,  December  9th,  1909, 
President  Ovid  A.  Hyde  presiding. 

After  the  roll  call  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were 
approved  as  read. 

Dr.  Blaustein  read  a  very  excellent  paper  on  Echinacea,  giving 
the  therapeutic  effects  of  the  drug,  with  specific  indications.  He 
mentioned  a  number  of  cases  in  which  he  had  used  the  drug  with 
very  satisfactory  results. 

The  essay  was  well  received  and  discussed  by  Drs.  Boskowitz, 
Harris,  Alperin,  and  others.  Drs.  Harris  and  Alperin  spoke  of  the 
care  necessary  when  prescribing  it  for  young  children. 

Dr.  Boskowitz  complimented  the  essayist  on  the  thoroughness 
of  his  paper,  in  giving  so  much  valuable  information. 

Dr.  Boskowitz  then  gave  a  short  history  of  the  drug  from  the 
time  it  was  first  used,  and  the  various  processes  the  crude  drug 
went  through,  until  Lloyd  Bros,  took  up  the  proper  manufacture 
of  it  and  have  now  placed  it  on  the  market,  on  a  pure  and  scientific 
basis. 

In  closing  Dr.  Blaustein  thanked  the  members  for  adding  so 
much  to  the  value  of  his  paper,  by  the  careful  discussion  which  it 
received. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  essayist  of  the  evening  was  moved  and 
carried. 

Dr.  Boskowitz  reported  to  the  society  that  Dr.  Green  had  sent 
a  donation  of  $500  for  the  good  of  the  College. 
The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

JAMES  MORAN,  M.D., 

Secretary. 
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Book  Reviews 

"Essentials  of  Laboratory  Diagnosis."  Designed  for  Students  and 
Practitioners.  By  Francis  Ashley  Faught,  M.D.,  Director  of 
the  Laboratory  of  the  Department  of  Clinical  Medicine  and 
assistant  to  the  Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine,  Medico-Chi- 
rurgical  College,  etc.,  etc.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Containing  an 
Indican  Scale  in  Colors,  six  full-page  plates  and  numerous 
"  engravings  in  the  text.  Philadelphia,  F.  A.  Davis  Company, 
Publishers.  1909. 

This  is  a  most  excellent  work  on  the  Essentials  of  Laboratory 
Diagnosis ;  so  needful  to  the  practitioner  of  the  present  day.  The 
descriptions  are  short  and  concise  and  the  reader  is  not  burdened 
with  unnecessary  detail  or  a  description  of  cumbersome  methods. 

"Conservative  Gynaecology  and  Electro-Therapeutics."   A  practical 
treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  their  treatment  by 
electricity.    By  G.  Betton  Massey,  M.D.,  Attending  Surgeon 
to  the  American  Oncologic  Hospital,  Philadelphia;  Fellow  and 
ex-President  of  the  American  Electro-Therapeutic  Association ; 
Member  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  etc.    Sixth  re- 
vised edition.    Illustrated  with  12  original  full-page  chromo- 
lithographic  plates  and  15  full-page  half-tone  plates  of  photo- 
graphs taken  from  nature,  and  numerous  engravings  in  the  text. 
Philadelphia,  F.  A.  Davis  Company,  Publishers,  1909. 
This  book  on  the  treatment  of  the  Diseases  of  Women  by 
electricity  is  well  worth  a  place  in  every  practitioner's  library.  In 
it  you  will  find  elucidated  the  technique  of  the  several  modalities 
of  electricity  used  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  women ;  also  the 
author's  treatment  of  cancer  by  cataphoric  sterilization. 
"Specific  Diagnosis  and  Specific  Medication."    By  John  William 
Fyfe,  M.D.    An  entirely  new  work  based  on  the  writings  of 
the  late  John  M.  Scudder,  with  extensive  extracts  from  other 
Eclectic  authors.    8-vo.    782  pp.    Cloth,  $5.00.    Law  sheep, 
$6.00.    The  Scudder  Brothers  Company,  Publishers,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

This  work  was  reviewed  in  our  September  issue.  Attention  is 
now  called  to  the  fact  that  the  book  is  ready  for  distribution  and 
can  be  obtained  at  the  College. 

"Diseases  of  the  Eye."  By  Kent  O.  Foltz,  M.D.,  late  Professor  of 
Ophthalmology  in  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute,  Cincinnati. 
2d  edition,  12  mo.,  566  pp.,  fully  illustrated,  cloth.  $2.50.  The 
Scudder  'Brothers  Company,  1009  Plum  , Street,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

The  first  edition  of  this  book  was  reviewed  at  some  length 
and  it  is  therefore  unnecessary  for  us  to  do  more  than  to  announce 
this  second  edition. 
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Items 


Doctor  J.  G.  L.  Gaedeke  died  Dec.  24th,  suddenly. 


Doctor  Thomas  Grant,  after  a  short  illness,  died  Dec.  30th. 

Doctor  O.  J.  Ruzicka  has  opened  offices  at  300  Chauncey  Street, 
Brooklyn. 

Doctor  M.  Steinberger  has  opened  offices  at  617  Hancock  Ave- 
nue, Bridgeport,  Conn. 

Doctor  Stella  Schaffer  has  opened  offices  at  291  Henry  Street, 
New  York  City.  -  *  *:.'  '       ^  > 

The  Kings  County  'Fcicctic''  Medi-cal'  Sb'ciety  will 'meet  or. 
Feb.  12th,  8  p.  m.,  at  the'Knapp  Mansion,  550-554  Bedford  A-Ve'nue, 
Brooklyn,  an  interesting'  programme  h'ss-  b^n  i fringed,  .lively  dis- 
cussions and  sofhe*  tHitlg#  *ix\  ■' a ppjlsU '  •inh'€i,-frian  after  the 
scientific  part  is  over. 

Yours  truly, 

T.  D.  ALLERMAIN, 

  Pres. 

The  Dispensary  Prize  Committee  decided  that  the  records  kept 
by  Drs.  Schaeffer  and  Gombar  were  equally  meritorious.  The  prize 
was  therefore  divided  between  them. 


Doctor  Mac  had  his  hammer  out  for  the  Superintendent  all 
right,  but  the  Matron  warded  off  the  blow. 


The  Alumni  Finance  Committee  has  issued  a  call  for  a  meeting 
this  month.  Responses  to  their  appeal  have  been  very  generous. 
The  Prince  loses  his  bet  just  the  same. 


Mephisto  has  banked  the  money  on  Long  Island. 

Two  trustees  are  to  be  recommended  at  the  Alumni  meeting 
Prepare  your  ballots.  Only  men  firm  in  the  faith  should  be 
selected. 


Be  sure  to  order  a  copy  of  Fyfe's  "Specific  Diagnosis  and  Medi- 
cation."   The  best  Eclectic  book  published  in  years. 


A  few  have  failed  to  use  the  subscription  blank  to  be  found  in 
the  advertising  pages  of  every  number.  We'll  forgive  the  over- 
sight, but  don't  let  it  occur  again. 
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Double  Pneumonia. 

BY  H.  S.  EMERSON,  M.  D.,  PATERSON,   N.  J. 

Mrs.  E.  D.,  aged  74  years,  of  New  Durham,  N.  J.,  was  taken  ill 
in  February,  1905.  A  local  physician  diagnosed  the  case  as  one  of 
acute  lobar  pneumonia  (both  lungs)  with  grave  complications. 
The  third  day  found  the  patient  much  worse,  and  her  attending 
physician  and  a  consultant  said  there  was  no  possible  chance  for 
recovery.  At  this  critical  moment,  I  was  called  in  after  the  other 
medical  men  were  out  of  the  case. 

I  found  the  patient  unconscious  with  marked  consolidation  of 
both  lungs,  stertorous  breathing,  temperature  105  3-5°,  pulse 
142 — feeble  and  irregular,  respiration  35,  and  every  indication 
of  complete  prostration.  The  previous  treatment  had  consisted  of 
an  ordinary,  feyer.-and,  .cough  mixture.  French  brandy  at  frequent 
interval*,  itna  flv  lr^a>:  application,  of  flaxseed  to  the  chest.  Little 
or. no  ja)u r i.sh me i\ t  had  'been-  laken. 

I  suggested  the  hnniecHate  discontinuance  of  the  flaxseed,  which 
apparently  had  no  effect,  but  was  sapping  the  vitality  which  re- 
mained^ [(     \  t  i      ,  1  *  ^ '. , ,   </<e.  . 

My  treatment  was  a;-  reel jws.l  i  Tl'i-r'  immediate  substitution  of 
Antiphlogistine  in  place  of  flaxseed  to'  thorax,  front,  back  and 
sides  at  intervals  of  eight  to  ten  hours,  and  hypodermics  of  digi- 
talin  and  whiskey  at  proper  intervals. 

The  following  morning  found  the  patient  slightly  improved, 
fever  104°,  respiration  28,  pulse  132,  and  still  unconscious.  I  was 
delighted,  however,  to  find  that  ten  hours  afterward  she  had  re- 
gained consciousness  and  that  the  general  symptoms  were  still 
further  improved. 

I  then  ordered  nourishment  in  the  form  of  milk,  broths,  etc., 
and  the  addition  of  aconite  to  the  treatment.  From  that  time  on 
'.he  patient  continued  to  improve  daily  with  no  further  aggravation 
of  the  symptoms,  and  at  the  end  of  two  weeks  had  quite  recovered. 

While  I  am  willing  to  give  the  digitalin,  whiskey,  aconite  and 
nourishment  proper  credit  for  their  part  of  the  work,  I  am  thor- 
oughly convinced,  and  do  not  believe  I  could  be  persuaded  to 
the  contrary,  that  the  persistent  and  proper  use  of  Antiphlogistine 
was  responsible  for  the  woman's  recovery. 

Intolerance  of  Belladonna. 

A  recent  article  reports  a  remarkable  case  of  idiosyncracy  with 
respect  to  belladonna.  Forty  minims  of  a  mixture  of  glycerine  and 
belladonna — approximately  twenty  grains  of  extract  of  belladonna — 
were  applied  to  the  patient's  leg  as  treatment  of  cellulitis.  There 
was  no  abrasion.  Within  half  an  hour  the  application  was  followed 
by  swelling  of  the  leg,  dryness  of  the  throat  and  lips,  a  feeling  of 
forcibly  retracted  nipples,  difficult  speech,  delirium,  dilated  pupils, 
insensibility  to  light,  perpetual  motion  of  the  hands,  and  efforts  to 
tear  the  bed-clothes.    Normal  condition  not  resumed  for  four  days. 
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Three  Millions  to  Columbia,  Three  Thousand  to  the 
Eclectic  Medical  College. 

New  York  State  and  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  magnificent  gift  of  three  million 
dollars  from  the  iVanderbilts,  Goulds  and  Munseys  to  make  their 
school  the  largest  in  the  world ;  and  the  people  and  eclectic  gradu- 
ates generally  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  gift  from  the 
Alumni  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  three  thousand  dollars 
to  continue  their  work  of  teaching  a  kindly  medication  and  inde- 
pendence of  thought;  of  allowing  and  welcoming  original  thought 
as  well  as  original  research  along  authorized  lines. 

The  comparison  of  the  gifts  seems  ridiculous,  yet,  small  as  the 
gift  to  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  is,  it  is  gratefully  received  by 
the  Trustees  and  will  be  of  great  and  lasting  benefit  to  humanity. 


Cats  Carriers  of  Infection. 

The  results  of  an  experiment  made  for  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing that  whooping  cough  could  be  transferred  to  cats,  and  also  that 
cats  were  often  agents  for  the  distribution  of  infection,  have  re- 
cently been  reported  in  an  English  medical  journal.  A  healthy 
cat  was  chosen  and  placed  in  confinement,  where  it  was  fed  on 
the  sputum  and  vomit  from  patients  suffering  from  uncomplicated 
whooping  cough,  the  substances  being  mixed  with  milk.  The 
animal  was  confined  to  this  diet  for  seven  days,  after  which  time 
it  was  fed  with  pure  milk.  At  the  end  of  fourteen  days  the  cat 
began  to  present  indications  of  sickness,  and  at  the  end  of  a  month 
suffered  from  a  cough  which  was  always  followed  by  vomiting. 
Within  a  few  days  the  cough  became  spasmodic,  and  was  accom- 
panied by  a  definite  whoop.  The  cat  suffered  greatly  during  the 
spasms,  and  violently  clung  to  the  floor  of  its  cage  with  its  claws. 
The  investigator  insists  that  this  experiment  affords  reliable  evi- 
dence that  the  infective  material  of  whooping  cough  exists  in  the  \ 
sputum  and  vomit.  It  also  suggests  the  possibility  of  cats  often 
acting  as  carriers  of  various  forms  of  infection.  J.  W.  F. 
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A  Barbarous  Proposition. 

Ever  since  Osier,  through  the  means  of  a  thoughtless  remark, 
secured  an  undesirable  notoriety,  the  medical  profession  has  been 
periodically  inflicted  with  some  startling  proposition.  Several  pro- 
cesses for  restoring  the  dead  to  life  have  been  submitted,  and 
plans  have  been  forcibly  pointed  out  for  securing  such  a  vigorous 
manhood  that  a  couple  of  centuries  could  well  be  regarded  as  but 
little  more  than  the  ordinary  length  of  human  life.  These  vision- 
ary schemes  have  been  harmless  enough,  and  quite  free  from  any 
barbarous  suggestion,  but  now  along  comes  Prof.  W.  T.  Porter  of 
Harvard  University,  with  a  plan  for  disposing  of  all  sufferers  from 
incurable  diseases,  of  an  entirely  different  character.  His  plan  he 
claims  has  many  merits,  and  calls  special  attention  to  its  economi- 
cal feature  and  its  great  trouble-relieving  possibilities.  The  propo- 
sition is  surely  very  simple  and  readily  understood,  for,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  it  amounts  to  just  this:  If  in  the  course  of  human  events 
a  person — possibly  one's  own  mother,  wife,  sister  or  child — be- 
comes the  victim  of  an  incurable  disease,  it  would  clearly  be  a 
waste  of  time,  money  and  trouble  to  give  any  attention  whatever 
to  the  patient's  sufferings.  In  other  words  when  a  person  has 
reached  a  point  where  he  is  physically  unfit  for  active  life  no  effort 
should  be  made  to  give  him  relief.  The  hopelessly  ill  and  the  hope- 
lessly down  and  out,  according  to  Dr.  Porter's  opinion,  should  be 
allowed  to  sink  without  any  attempt  at  amelioration.  A  more  cold- 
blooded proposition  is  hardly  conceivable,  for  it  is  nothing  short 
of  savagery.  J.  W.  F. 
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The  Mammary  Gland  and  its  Relationship  with  the  Uterine  Organs. 

BY  M.  B.  PEARLSTIEN,  M.  D. 

Read  Before  the  Forty-Ninth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  of  New  York  Held  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  March,  1909. 

In  presenting  this  important  subject  for  your  consideration, 
it  is  my  great  desire  to  stimulate  a  broad  discussion,  so  that  we 
may  understand  more  fully  the  anatomic,  physiologic  and  pathologic 
relationships  that  exist  between  the  breasts  and  the  uterine  organs. 

Strange  as  it  may  seem,  I  can  find  no  writing  that  dwells 
much  on  this  subject. 

It  is  an  undisputed  fact  that  the  mammary  gland  belongs  to 
the  reproductive  system. 

Let  us  for  a  moment  consider  the  normal  structure  of  the 
breast,  the  mode  of  development  and  its  physiological  functions- 
Gray,  (1)  in  his  work  claims  that  about  the  third  month  of  fetal  de- 
velopment the  mammary  gland  is  formed;  partly  from  the  meso- 
blast  (middle  layer  of  blastoderm),  its  blood  vessels  and  connec- 
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tive  tissue  and  partly  from  the  epiblast  (external  layer  of  blasto- 
derm), its  cellular  elements.  These  subsequently-  give  rise  to 
the  glandular  follicles  and  ducts. 

That  the  mammary  gland  is  complete  in  its  formation  in  the 
new  born,  is  proven  by  the  fact  that  many  infants  excrete  lacteal 
fluid  for  a  certain  period  of  time. 

The  shape,  size  and  weight  of  the  breast  differ  in  different 
periods  of  life  and  in  different  individuals. 

The  best  illustration  of  the  shape  as  is  ordinarily  seen,  is  by 
cutting  a  large  orange  transversely  through  is  equator ;  each  half 
would  give  an  approximate  idea  of  the  shape  of  the  gland. 

Before  puberty  the  breast  is  of  a  small  size,  but  it  enlarges 
as  the  generative  organs  become  more  completely  developed. 

A  well  developed  mammary  gland,  especially  during  the  period 
of  lactation,  consists  of  15  to  20  lobes,  supported  by  fibrous  tissue 
and  embedded  in  fat.  Each  lobe  has  its  own  excretory  duct,  which 
as  it  approaches  the  nipple,  becomes  dilated  into  a  small  sac,  called 
the  lactiferous  sinus.  As  the  sinuses  advance  toward  the  periphery 
of  the  nipple,  they  become  narrowed  and  perforate  its  tip  or 
nipple  by  means  of  minute  openings.  Milk  is  formed  (2)  by  the 
breaking  down  of  the  cell  wall  of  the  epithelial  cells  lining  the 
acini  of  the  mammary  gland;  and  liberation  of  the  cell  contents, 
consisting  of  fatty  granules  and  liquid  protoplasm.  The  secretion 
thus  formed  is  rendered  more  fluid  by  a  watery  transudation 
directly  from  the  blood  vessels. 

The  mammary  gland  is  drained  by  a  complex  lymphatic 
system,  a  description  of  which  is  well  given  by  W.  L.  Rodman. 
(3)  The  nerve  supplies  to  the  breast  come  from  the  supraclavicu- 
lar branches  of  the  cervical  plexus  and  from  the  4,  5  and  6  inter- 
costals. 

Puberty  of  the  girl  is  not  alone  manifested  by  the  develop- 
ment of  the  sexual  organs  and  the  presence  of  menstruation,  but 
also  by  the  enlargement  of  the  mammary  glands. 

At  puberty,  there  is  a  transformation  in  the  psychic,  emotional 
and  mental  life,  the  current  of  thoughts  are  mysteriously  changed. 
The  girl  begins  to  feel  the  responsibility  of  womanhood,  she  is 
conscious  of  her  development  and  figure  and  dresses  accordingly. 

With  each  menstrual  period,  besides  fullness  in  the  hypogas- 
tric region,  pain  in  the  back  and  groins,  etc.,  the  girl  feels  an 
enlargement  and  not  infrequently  a  drawing  or  stitching  sensa- 
tion in  her  breasts.  Even  the  nipple  is  in  an  irritable  state  and 
upon  close  examination  with  a  magnifying  glass,  we  find  the 
papillae  engorged  and  congested. 

Owing  to  this  condition,  other  reflex  neuroses,  such  as 
headache,  nausea,  anorexia  and  insomnia  is  more  or  less  marked 
in  ever  so  many  cases  and  they  usually  continue  until  menstruation 
is  well  established. 
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In  cases  of  amenorrhcea  or  scanty  menstruation,  besides  the 
reflex  neuroses  as  mentioned  above  we  find  the  breast  symptoms 
much  more  pronounced. 

I  have  observed  in  a  large  number  of  cases,  that  women  witk 
suppressed  or  scanty  menstruation  as  well  as  sterile  women  have 
a  better  development  of  mammary  glands  than  those  who  men- 
struate normally.  In  other  words,  the  less  excretion  through 
uterine  organs,  the  more  secretion  by  the  mammary  glands. 

The  mammary  gland  plays  a  great  role  in  deciding  the  ques- 
tion of  early  pregnancy  in  primipara.  I  have  seen  quite  a  few 
women  in  my  practice  possessing  a  definite  and  unruptured  hymen, 
especially  the  crescent-shape  variety,  women  that  appear  and  pose 
as  virgins ;  yet  upon  close  examination  of  the  breast,  show  the 
areola  of  the  nipple  considerably  enlarged  and  acquiring  a  brown 
or  dark  brown  color,  with  elevated  pigmented  papillae  surround- 
ing it;  all  of  which  would  form  a  positive  conclusion  of  pregnancy. 

In  pregnancy,  even  as  early  as  a  day  or  two  after  copulation 
has  taken  place,  women  will  complain  of  nausea  and  vomiting. 
I  question  whether  this  reflex  neuroses  is  due  directly  to  fecunda- 
tion (the  union  of  vitalizing  principle  with  ovum)  or  is  it  due  to 
reflex  irritation  upon  the  mammary  gland  per  se.  Some  authors 
claim  that  nausea  and  vomiting  in  pregnancy  are  reflexly  due  to 
malnutrition  of  the  uterus.  If  such  be  the  case,  why  is  there 
no  nausea  and  vomiting  in  cases  of  uterine  fibroma,  myoma  and 
even  in  cystic  degeneration  of  the  uterus ;  I  refer  to  the  benign 
type  of  growths.  Would  this  not  show  that  the  mammary  gland 
is  greatly  responsible  for  this  reflex  hyperesthesia  in  pregnancy? 

Lactation  on  the  other  hand  will  cause  amenorrhcea  due  to 
uterine  atrophy.  The  assumption  that  the  atrophy  is  due  in  the 
first  place  to  the  contraction  of  the  uterus  and  in  the  second  place 
to  loss  of  nutrition  absorbed  by  the  milk  supply,  harmonizes  with 
the  fact  that  the  time  of  the  greatest  atrophy  corresponds  to  that 
of  the  most  abundant  secretion  of  milk. 

That  menstruation  and  even  conception  some  time  take  place 
during  the  period  of  lactation,  shows  that  the  ovaries  remain  in 
a  very  active  state.  Ordinarily,  as  lactation  considerably  sub- 
sides, menstruation  appears  in  its  place. 

So  much  for  the  physiological  relationship.  Now,  let  me  cite 
some  pathological  relationship  between  the  uterine  organs  and  the 
mammary  gland. 

Cases  suffering  with  ovarian  neuralgia,  ovarian  or  parovarian 
cyst,  etc.,  of  one  side  or  the  other  will  usually  feel  a  reflex  irrita- 
tion of  the  corresponding  breast.  Then  again,  neoplasms  or 
malignant  growths  of  the  uterus  will  reflexly  affect  either  one  or 
both  breasts,  oftentimes  similating  mammary  or  intercostal 
neuralgia  and  not  infrequently  causing  reflex  neoplasms  of  the 
mammary  gland  and  even  glands. 
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It  is  therefore  important  to  classify  the  symptoms  observed 
according  to  their  probable  immediate  cause  of  relationship, 
whether  they  are  due  to  irritation  or  to  destruction  of  parts. 

Byron  Robinson,  (4)  claims  that  the  abdominal  brain  emits 
more  nerves  than  it  receives  and  hence  is  a  creating,  producing 
center;  a  source  for  new  and  increased  nerves.  Not  alone  are  these 
nerves  conducting  and  distributing,  but  also  communicating. 

To  sum  up  the  matter  of  relationship  of  the  mammary  gland 
with  the  uterine  organs,  we  must  look  to  these  communicating 
branches  of  the  sympathetic  system  of  nerves  supplying  the  uterine 
organs,  with  those  of  the  lower  cervical  and  upper  dorsal  ganglia 
and  particularly  with  the  rami-communicantes. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 

(1)  Gray's  Anatomy,  Page  125,  1896. 

(2)  King's  Manual  of  Obstetrics,  Page  70,  1898. 

(3)  International  Clinics.  Page  147,  Vol.  II,  1906. 

(4)  Abdominal    and    Pelvic   Brains,    by    Byron  Robinson, 

Page  123. 
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The  Commoner  Ear  Difficulties. 

BY  G.  E.  HOLMBERG,  M.  D. 

Read  at  the  Forty-Ninth  Annual  Session  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society 
of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Mr.  President,  and  Fellow  Members  of  the  New  York  State 
Eclectic  Medical  Society :  The  one  branch  of  medicine  which  has 
forged  its  way  to  the  front  as  a  recognized  specialty  and  attained 
brilliant  successes,  with  promise  of  still  greater  achievement,  is 
that  of  otology. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  ear  specialist  had  to  be  a  good 
guesser  in  his  diagnosis  and  treatment,  but  today  with  his  special 
anatomical  knowledge  and  the  successful  operations  on  this  field  of 
surgery  with  the  improved  technique  and  instruments,  his  is  any- 
thing but  guesswork. 

In  dealing  with  the  common  ear  difficulties  which  I  am  as- 
signed to  do,  neither  time  nor  space  will  allow  me  to  give  even 
glimpses  of  the  great  strides  and  the  marvellous  and  delicate  surgi- 
cal operations  which  the  modern  otologist  is  called  upon  to  per- 
form and  the  great  good  accomplished. 

To  successfully  treat  the  ear  one  must  know  well  the  anatomy 
as  well  as  the  physiology  of  its  structure  and  be  able  upon  inspec- 
tion to  recognize  and  differentiate  between  healthy  and  morbid 
conditions,  and  the  use  of  special  instruments,  which  of  course 
involves  special  training. 

Delicateness  of  touch  and  gentleness  of  hand  are  accompani- 
ments required  in  this  work;  otherwise  by  clumsiness  one  may  do 
harm  rather  than  good  when  attempting  to  treat  this  delicate  organ. 
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It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into  an  elaborate  discussion, 
but  only  to  bring  to  yo\ir  attention,  perhaps,  some  aspects  of  this 
subject  which  you  may  already  know  but  have  failed  to  fully  con- 
sider, in  the  hope  that  a  friendly  debate  and  exchange  of  experi- 
ences may  follow  which  should  prove  beneficial  to  all. 

The  commoner  ear  troubles  often  bear  a  close  relationship 
to  abnormal  or  pathological  conditions  originating  in  the  nasal 
pharyngeal  portion  of  the  head  and  by  invasion  of  the  eustachian 
tube  extend  to  the  middle  ear  and  affect  its  structures  and  those 
adjacent  thereto,  hence,  it  is  wise  to  always  examine  the  respira- 
tory tract  to  determine  whether  any  morbid  conditions  exist  which 
may  produce  abnormal  changes  in  the  ear. 

My  usual  method  of  procedure  is  to  first  get  the  history  of 
the  case  from  the  patient  before  entering  upon  the  examination 
which  I  commence  by  inspecting  the  auricle  and  the  adjacent  parts 
noticing  carefully  all  deviations  from  the  normal.  By  gentle  pres- 
sure and  traction  of  the  auricle  tenderness  and  swelling  may  be 
ascertained  especially  along  the  mastoid  apex,  in  case  of  mastoid 
complications.  Light  reflected  into  the  ear  through  a  speculum 
will  reveal  the  condition  of  the  external  auditory  meatus  and 
membrana  tympani  and  some  of  the  contents  of  the  middle  ear,  if 
no  obstruction  exists. 

In  the  case  of  a  foreign  body  in  the  external  canal  or  retained 
serum  (hardened  wax),  the  following  subjective  symptoms  present 
themselves — pain,  slight  diminution  of  hearing,  sensation  of  full- 
ness in  the  ear  and  usually  tinnitus  or  ringing,  is  present.  If  not 
seen  and  treated  early  these  conditions  by  constant  irritation,  may 
set  up  an  acute  external  otitis  with  possible  extension  to  the  drum 
membrane  and  the  middle  ear. 

Objective  examination  will  reveal  the  condition  and  how  best 
to  remove  the  occluding  material.  My  treatment  consists  of  the 
instillation  of  a  hot  mixture  of  glycerine,  alcohol,  and  water  or  hot 
oil,  not  too  hot  to  cause  vertigo,  but  the  former  is  preferable,  fol- 
lowed by  syringing  with  hot  water  soapsuds.  Wire  loop  and 
forceps  are  also  used  in  the  removal  of  a  foreign  body.  In  my 
practice  I  instill  as  an  after-treatment  a  few  drops  of  mullein  oil 
into  the  canal  and  lightly  pack  it  with  cotton. 

A  furuncle,  or  boil,  in  the  external  meatus  may  be  due  to 
mechanical  irritation,  innoculation  or  from  an  irritation  caused  by 
a  suppurative  disease  of  the  middle  ear.  Symptoms — the  swelling 
may  or  may  not  be  near  the  external  opening.  The  deeper  tissues 
may  be  involved  and  the  perichondrium,  tympanumand  mastoid 
cells,  may  be  implicated.  The  first  indication  is  a  sense  of  fullness 
and  slight  pain  in  the  ear  increased  by  traction  on  the  auricle.  The 
hearing  is  slightly  impaired,  but  tinnitus  is  very  marked  and  an- 
noying. Mastication  of  food  also  increases  pain.  The  speculum 
and  a  probe  will  reveal  a  point  of  marked  tenderness. 
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The  treatment  for  a  furuncle  varies.  If  seen  early,  the  canal 
should  be  tamponed  with  a  wick  of  cotton  or  gauze  saturated  with 
liquor  Burowii  (ascetate  of  aluminum),  resorcin  alcohol,  or  balsam 
of  Peru,  which  relieves  the  pain.  Hot  applications  will  also  be 
reeded  and  will  be  best  applied  by  a  towel  or  large  pad  rung  out 
of  boiling  water  and  placed  over  the  ear,  which  should  be  covered 
by  oiled  silk  or  protective  rubber  tissue  to  retain  heat.  A  furuncle 
threatening  to  burst  may  be  opened  with  a  superficial  cut,  but  the 
wiping  of  the  pus  along  the  canal  should  be  avoided  as  it  usually 
results  in  a  fresh  crop  of  furuncles.  Prognosis  usually  favorable. 
An  alterative  tonic  is  indicated. 

Diffuse  external  otitis  is  a  condition  we  are  often  called  upon 
to  treat  and  the  history  of  which  oftentimes  is  vague.  It  may  be 
due  to  introduction  into  the  meatus  such  things  as  hairpins,  pencils, 
matches  and  similar  implements  for  cleansing  the  ear.  It  may  be 
due  to  a  cold  or  irritating  vapors  and  various  other  things.  The 
cellular  tissue  is  the  seat  of  the  inflammation.  Congestion  of  the 
parts  followed  by  exosmosis  with  edema  are  usually  present.  The 
intensity  of  pain  is  in  accordance  with  the  extent  of  the  inflamma- 
tion. Marked  headache,  increase  of  temperature,  one  to  three  de- 
grees, sometimes  marked  prostration  and  disturbance  of  the  diges- 
tion occur.  The  canal  is  usually  closed,  due  to  the  swelling — the 
hearing  nil.  The  marked  systemic  disturbances  is  the  diagnostic 
point  which  differentiates  diffuse  external  otitis  from  furunclesis. 
Inspection  reveals  a  narrowed  canal  and  sometimes  perfect  occlu- 
sion. Necrosis  of  the  epithelial  tissue,  giving  it  a  whitish  look,  is 
seen.  The  treatment  consists  in  continuous  irrigation  with  warm 
boracic  acid  solution.  Some  Eclectics  use  a  solution  of  aconite  and 
veratrum — one  dram  of  each  to  water  two  ounces  into  which  a  pledget 
of  cotton  is  saturated  and  introduced  into  the  ear.  Leeches  are  also 
used  and  placed  behind  the  ear.  When  other  remedial  agents  fail 
surgical  proceedings  become  necessary.  The  constitutional  condi- 
tions should  be  met  by  internal  medication  as  indicated. 

Diseases  of  the  membrane  tympani  are  fewer  in  number  and 
usually  due  to  traumatism  of  one  sort  or  another.  Intense  inflam- 
mation of  the  internal  canals  may  also  involve  this  membrane  and 
produce  necrosis  which  will  result  in  perforation.  Pain  of  a  severe 
type  always  accompanies  rupture  of  the  membrane,  no  matter  what 
the  cause.  Hearing  is  decidedly  diminished  and  tinnitus  marked. 
Most  frequently  a  suppurative  condition  follows,  but  yields  readily 
to  medical  treatment  and  healing  soon  occurs.  No  fluid  should 
enter  the  ear  when  treating  a  ruptured  drum  membrane,  but  slight 
dusting  of  the  surface  with  boracic  acid  and  a  wiping  of  the  canal 
with  pledgets  of  cotton,  followed  by  packing,  is  all  that  is  required. 

Inflammation  of  the  middle  ear,  or  otitis  media,  is  of  a  more 
serious  nature  because  of  its  many  complications  and  difficulty  of 
treatment.    Considering  that  the  lining  membrane  of  the  middle 
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ear  is  subject  to  all  the  pathological  changes  as  is  mucous  mem- 
brane in  other  parts  of  the  body  and  the  difficulty  of  an  early  diag- 
nosis of  the  diseased  conditions,  the  delicacy  of  the  mechanism  of 
hearing,  one  can  readily  understand  how  even  a  slight  inflammation 
may  produce  disturbances  of  hearing,  pain,  and  distress. 

Acute  otitis  media,  non-purulent  and  purulent,  is  usually 
caused  by  infectious  diseases,  or  the  entrance  of  fluids  into  the 
eustachian  tube,  or  through  the  extension  of  an  external  otitis  and 
ruptured  membrane.  The  most  prominent  symptoms  are  those  of 
intense  pain  in  the  ear,  temperature,  systemic  depression,  especially 
in  children.  Unless  relieved  the  pain  is  continuous  and  increasing. 
The  mastoid  process  may  be  involved  as  also  the  labyrinth.  It  is 
important  that  an  early  and  correct  diagnosis  be  made  and  the 
proper  treatment  instituted.  If  pus  is  present,  the  drum  should  be 
slit  from  below  upward  and  near  the  posterior  margin  and  through 
the  entire  extent,  that  free  drainage  may  be  established.  Doctor 
Fowler,  of  New  York,  has  invented  an  ingenious  suction  bell  ear 
douche,  which  he  employs  with  great  success  in  the  treatment  of 
all  middle-ear  diseases,  and  also  mastoditis.  It  supplies  a  means 
of  cleansing  and  treating  the  middle  ear  which  is  simple,  safe  and 
efficient;  and  is  said  to  prevent  extension  of  middle-ear  diseases 
into  the  mastoid  cells,  the  labyrinth  and  surrounding  sinusis.  The 
usual  treatment  consists  in  keeping  the  canal  clean  by  drying  it 
with  cotton  pledgets  and  by  insuflating  a  small  quantity  of  boracic 
acid  powder  by  means  of  a  powder  blower.  Calendulated  boracic 
acid  I  have  used  with  great  success,  especially  in  the  presence  of 
much  pus.  Indicated  constitutional  treatment  should  accompany 
the  local  treatment.  Echinacea,  Echafolta,  Sodium  Sulph.,  aconite, 
etc.,  with  salines,  are  called  for.  Prognosis  guardedly  favorable. 
In  the  suppurative  form,  hearing  usually  affected. 

Perichondritis  is  not  so  common.  This  inflammatory  condi- 
tion of  the  auricle  and  the  tragus  begins  with  swelling  and  pain 
with  effusion  of  serum  between  the  cartilage  and  perichondrium. 
This  fluid  soon  becomes  purulent.  Treatment  consists  in  free  inci- 
sions and  drainage  by  gauze.  Oftentimes  curetting  of  the  cavity 
is  necessary.  Deformity  of  the  auricle  is  usually  a  consequence. 
The  internal  treatment  should  be  as  indicated. 

One  condition  which,  like  the  proverbial  poor,  we  have  always 
with  us,  and  is  a  source  of  both  annoyance  and  profit  to  the  doctor, 
is  that  of  catarrh.  The  ear,  as  other  organs,  is  subject  to  catar- 
rhal troubles.  The  eustachian  tubes,  the  tympanum,  and  the  middle 
ear  may  be  alike  affected.  The  etiology  may  be  traced  to  acute 
rhinitis,  or  nasal  pharyngitis;  it  may  also  be  caused  by  irritating 
vapors,  use  of  nasal  douches,  post  nasal  syringes,  by  the  fluid  enter- 
ing the  tubes,  but  our  changing  climatic  conditions  are  mostly  to 
be  blamed  for  it.  Adenoids  are  also  frequent  factors  in  this  affec- 
tion.   A  congestion  is  produced  and  the  mucous  membrane  be- 
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comes  swollen  and  relaxed.  Adhesion  of  the  walls  results  through 
the  character  of  the  secretions,  which  are  usually  tenacious,  white 
and  glary.  Other  prominent  symptoms — impaired  hearing,  feeling 
of  mental  dullness,  pressure  on  the  labyrinth  and  vertigo.  Inspec-  • 
tion  usually  reveals  a  retracted  membrane  tympani  lacking  in  light 
reflex,  and  inflation  of  the  middle  ear  is  difficult.  Many  complica- 
tions are  the  result  of  catarrhal  conditions.  Disturbances  of  vision 
and  of  equilibrium  of  the  labyrintine  fluid  are  the  most  prominent 
ones.  The  treatment  varies  with  the  severity  and  extent  of  the 
disease.  The  quickest  and  best  method  in  acute  cases,  giving  the 
best  result,  is  that  of  internal  medication,  coupled  with  local  treat- 
ment. Gelsemium  and  hydrastis  are  drugs  used  by  me  with  excel- 
lent results.  Hygienic  measures  should  be  employed  as  in  catarrhal 
conditions  of  the  respiratory  tract,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  body. 
Diet,  light,  and  well  balanced.  In  chronic  conditions  the  treatment , 
extends  over  a  long  period  of  time  and  the  nebulizing  and  vaporiz- 
ing outfits,  now  on  the  market,  are  office  requisites  necessary  to 
the  ear  specialist  of  to-day  in  the  treatment  of  this  much  prevalent 
American  disease,  so  pernicious  in  character  and  stubborn  to 
conquer. 

Peekskill,  N.  Y. 


Asclepias  Cornuti. 

BY  FRANK  WEBB,  M.  D. 
Read  at  the  Semi-Annual  Meeting  of  the  Connecticut 
Eclectic  Medical  Association. 

There  is  no  physician  here  but  is  used  to  that  grand  member 
of  the  Asclepiadaceae  family  or  Asclepias  Tuberosa,  but  it  is  not 
of  this  plant  that  I  wish  to  briefly  call  your  attention,  but  to  the 
one  that  is  very  rarely  used  in  practice  today,  viz.,  Asclepias 
Cornuti  or  Milkweed  or  Silkweed. 

This  plant  has  square  stem,  rising  three  or  four  feet  high,  leaves 
oval  and  smooth  and  milky,  flowers  slightly  pinkish  or  dirty 
white,  which  terminate  in  pods  resembling  cucumbers,  filled  with 
silky  down,  seeds  somewhat  resembling  the  seeds  of  parsnips,  the 
root  is  white  and  the  size  of  the  finger  about  one  foot  in  length. 

Locality.  It  grows  plentifully  throughout  the  United  States 
along  the  sides  of  roads  and  in  sandy  grounds. 

We  have  no  sp.  med.  of  this  plant  but  I  have  used  both  a 
saturated  tincture  and  an  infusion  of  the  root.  The  tincture  should 
be  made  of  the  bark  of  the  root,  4  oz.  to  the  pint  of  alcohol  in  the 
usual  way,  or  about  8  oz.  to  the  pint  of  water  of  the  whole  root 
for  an  infusion. 

Asclepias  Cornuti  or  milkweed  is  one  of  our  safest,  and  I 
can  unhesitatingly  say,  the  most  powerful  diuretic  that  we  have. 
In  albuminaria  where  we  have  the  well-known  digitalis  symptoms 
of  feeble  open  pulse  and  very  scant  urine,  accompanied  by  dyspnea 
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and  pedal  edema,  there  is  no  remedy  that  can  compare  with  it. 
It  strengthens  the  heart  and  consequently  the  pulse,  it  stimulates 
the  kidneys  so  that  in  a  very  few  days  the  edema  and  dyspnea  all 

•  disappear.  In  mitral  regurgitation  it  acts  better  than  any  remedy 
I  have  ever  used,  in  mitral  stenosis  accompanied  by  anasarca  I  have 
in  one  case  put  2  dr.  of  spec.  Convallaria  in  4  oz.  of  the  infusion 
of  milkweed,  and  had  the  nurse  administer  1  dr.  every  hour  and 
inside  of  36  hours  the  patient  had  passed  over  three  gallons  of 
urine  and  was  able  to  lie  down  in  his  bed,  which  was  what  he  had 
not  been  able  to  do  in  a  long  time.  In  another  case  where  I  had 
the  indications  for  Asclepias  Incarnata  or  swamp  milkweed,  the 
stomach  would  not  tolerate  it  and  I  put  the  patient  on  Cornuti 
and  a  very  quick  recovery  followed.  As  you  have  listened  to  so 
many  interesting  and  instructive  papers,  I  will  draw  this  some- 
what lengthy  article  to  a  close  by  relating  the  history  of  a  case 
of  albuminaria  in  my  own  niece. 

I  was  told  that  she  had  rheumatism  and  had  doctored  for  it 
but  got  no  better,  so  finally  they  sent  for  me,  and  as  they  lived 
nine  miles  away  I  took  my  urinary  test  cabinet  with  me.  When 
I  arrived  at  the  house  I  found  the  patient  sitting  in  a  chair,  could 
not  lie  down,  complained  of  shortness  of  breath,  no  muscular  sore- 
ness, no  temperature,  limbs,  arms  and  hands  swollen,  puffiness 
under  the  eyes,  most  pronounced  constipation,  cough,  very  scanty 
urine.    Previous  doctor  had  told  her  that  the  urine  would  be  free 

•  enough  when  he  got  rid  of  her  rheumatism  and  had  told  her  not 
to  drink  much  water.    She  had  a  great  thirst  and  the  usual  gastric 

,  disturbance.  I  examined  the  urine  and  found  it  loaded  with 
albumen,  no  indican,  and  upon  microscopical  examination,  no 
casts.  Now  I  consider  this  a  most  complete  case  of  Albuminaria. 
I  gave  indicated  remedies  without  any  result,  in  fact  the  case  was 
clearly  getting  worse.  One  day  while  looking  over  my  books  I 
came  across  Beach's  Reformed  Practice  of  Medicine,  and  in 
opening  it  my  eyes  fell  on  this,  that  milkweed  was  the  best  remedy 
for  dropsy  that  we  had,  or  words  to  that  effect.  I  concluded  to 
give  it  a  trial,  the  next  day  I  ordered  an  infusion  of  the  fresh  dug 
roots  made,  a  wine  glass  of  the  infusion  to  be  given  every  three 
hours,  day  and  night.  The  first  day  she  voided  one  quart  of  water, 
the  second  day  three  quarts  and  over,  and  the  third  over  two 
gallons.  (I  should  have  said  that  I  ordered  her  to  drink  lots  of 
water.)  In  one  week's  time  I  dismissed  the  case,  I  had  her  take 
night  and  morning  a  wine  glass  of  the  infusion.  This  was  over  a 
year  ago  and  she  has  had  no  trouble  since. 

The  dose  of  the  tincture  is  10  to  15  drops  every  three  or 
four  hours,  and  of  the  infusion  one  wine  glassful  every  one  to 
three  hours  until  copious  diures  takes  place,  then  lessen  the  dose 
to  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 
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Gelsemium  Sempervirens. 

BY  M.  B.  MAC  DERM0TT,  M.  D. 
Read  at  the  1909  meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society 

State  of  New  York.  * 

Common  name,  Yellow  Jasmine. 
Parts  used,  rhizome  and  roots. 
Habitat,  Southern  United  States. 

Gelsemium  Sempervirens  is  a  climbing  vine  ascending  lofty 
trees  and  forming  festoons  from  one  tree  to  another,  and  in  its  flow- 
ering season  in  the  early  Spring  scenting  the  atmosphere  around 
and  about  with  its  fragrant  odor.  The  vine  grows  in  most  rich  soils 
along  the  seacoast  from  Virginia  to  southern  Florida. 

For  its  botanical  description  I  would  refer  you  to  Gray's  Man- 
ual of  Botany  or  King  &  Lloyd's  American  Dispensatory. 

The  constituents  or  proximate  principles  of  Gelsemium —  % 
which  it  yields  to  water  and  very  readily  to  dilute  alcohol — are : 
Starch,  Gum,  Albumen,  Lignin,  Gallic  Acid,  Pectic  Acid,  fixed  oil, 
fatty  resin,  a  dry  acrid  resin,  yellow  coloring  matter,  a  volatile 
oil,  extractive  matter,  salts  of  potasse,  lime  and  magnesium,  iron, 
silica,  gelsemic  acid,  and  two  alkaloids,  gelsemine  and  gelseminine, 
the  latter  of  which  is  amorphous  and  highly  poisonous. 

Preparations  and  Doses: — 

Specific  Gelsemium  1/3  -2  mms. 
Fluid  extract  1/2  -5  mms. 

Tincture  5     -30  mms. 

Gelsemine  1/100  -  1/30  gr. 

Physiological  Action: — Gelsemium  produces  in  the  healthy  adult 
agreeable  sensations  of  languor  with  muscular  relaxation,  so  that 
the  subject  finds  some  difficulty  in  moving  the  eyelids  and  keeping 
the  jaws  closed.  When  taken  in  large  doses  it  produces  dimness 
of  vision,  dizziness,  dilated  pupils,  general  debility,  and  muscular 
relaxation  of  the  whole  body,  reducing  the  frequency  and  force  of 
the  pulse  and  frequency  of  respiration,  producing  insensibility  to 
pain,  but  without  stupor  or  delirium.  After  a  short  time  these 
symptoms  pass  away,  leaving  no  unpleasant  effects. 

In  toxic  doses  it  produces  vertigo,  double  vision,  ptosis,  paraly- 
sis of  the  third  cranial  nerve,  convergent  strabismus,  labored  respira- 
tion, slow  and  feeble  heart,  sub-normal  temperature,  staggering,  un- 
even gait,  extreme  muscular  weakness,  and  almost  complete  anes- 
thesia, profuse  diaphoresis,  loss  of  articulation,  and  death  by  as- 
phyxia from  paralysis  of  the  respiratory  centers.  It  has  little  or 
no  effect  upon  the  spinal  nerves,  but  the  motor  cranial  nerves  are 
paralyzed  by  large  doses. 

Gelsemine  is  a  decided  mydriatic  when  applied  locally  to  the 
eye,  paralyzing  the  motor  occuli  nerve  terminals.  It  is  said  in  this 
respect  to  be  as  powerful  as  atropine,  but  its  effect  is  not  so  per- 
manent. 
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Gelsemium  does  not  irritate  the  stomach  and  the  effects  of 
moderate  doses  pass  off  in  two  or  three  hours. 

Indications  for  Its  Use: — According  to  Professor  Scudder,  its 
therapeutic  value  consists  in  its  power  of  controlling  irritation  of 
the  cerebrospinal  centers,  and  thereby  preventing  determination  of 
blood  to  the  head  and  spinal  cord,  and  checking  spasmodic  action. 
In  this  he  has  found  it  valuable  in  fevers  accompanied  with  rest- 
lessness, irritability,  flushed  face,  bright  eyes,  contracted  pupils, 
and  a  hot  head.  The  specific  indications  for  its  use  according  to 
Ellingwood  are :  Mental  irritability,  contracted  pupils,  flushed  face, 
pain  over  the  entire  head,  with  throbbing  of  carotids,  unnaturally 
bright  eyes,  spasmodic  twitching  of  the  face  and  limbs,  fevers,  with 
a  high  degree  of  nervous  tension  and  restlessness  with  increased 
temperature. 

I  prescribe  Gelsemium  in  all  asthenic  febrile  conditions,  except 
in  cases  of  cardiac  asthenia,  sometimes  combined  with  other  indi- 
cated remedies,  with  invariably  good  results. 

In  acute  pleurisy  and  pneumonia  it  gives  excellent  results  pro- 
vided the  heart  is  strong. 

In  cerebrospinal  meningitis  it  is  said  to  be  particularly  valu- 
able. 

In  mania  with  great  motor  excitement  and  insomnia,  combined 
with  hyoscyamus  it  acts  beautifully. 

In  delirium  tremens  combined  with  hyoscyamus  it  is  an 
efficient  remedy. 

In  whooping-cough,  or  coughs  of  a  convulsive,  spasmodic  char- 
acter, it  is  very  useful. 

Migrain  and  facial  neuralgia  are  successfully  treated  with 
Gelsemium. 

In  remittent  or  intermittent  it  exercises  a  very  beneficial  influ- 
ence. 

In  ovarian  neuralgia  we  have  no  better  remedy. 

After-pains  and  dysmenorrhea  are  frequently  alleviated  by  it. 

In  spasmodic  stricture  of  the  urethra  its  influence  is  quickly 

felt. 

If  given  in  full  doses  at  the  outset  of  puerperal  fever  it  lessens 
the  fever  and  relieves  the  pain. 

In  the  irritative  fevers  of  childhood  small  doses  frequently 
repeated  of  Gelsemium  combined  with  passiflora  act  like  a  charm. 

Other  diseases  in  which  this  medicine  has  sometimes  given 
decided  relief  are  chorea,  hysteria,  epilepsy,  torticollis,  rheumatism, 
odontalgia;  it  also  has  a  soothing  influence  over  the  nerves  of  the 
entire  urinary  apparatus.  It  is  very  efficacious  in  acute  gonorrhea, 
as  well  as  in  cystitis. 

Gelsemium  is  sedative,  antiperiodic,  antispasmodic,  febrifuge, 
relaxant,  emmenagogue,  and  nervine. 

New  York  City. 
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Items  from  the  Field  of  Neurology. 

BY   THEODORE  DAVIS   ADLERMAN,   A.B.,  M.D. 

A  careful  investigation  of  the  etiology  of  stuttering  brings  us 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  neuropathic  predisposition  of  children  is 
an  extraordinary  important  causal  factor  in  stuttering. 


Romberg  in  describing  the  treatment  of  stuttering  says :  "In 
treatment  attention  to  the  causal  indication  has  in  recent  years  been 
too  much  supplanted  by  gymnastics  of  the  tongue,  and  here  also 
the  futility  or  even  the  deleterious  effect  of  the  remedial  dilettant- 
ism is  evident." 


In  the  diagnosis  of  functional  neurosis  it  is  primarily  advisable  » 
to  lead  the  patient  into  conversation,  which  will  permit  an  insight 
into  the  mental  condition. 


Many  paths  lead  from  functional  nervous  diseases  to  mental 
affections  (H.  Neuman,  Berlin).  From  neurasthenia  the  road  leads 
over  the  province  of  psychopathic  inferiority  to  degenerative  psy- 
choses, from  hysteria  and  from  epilepsy  to  the  mental  diseases 
which  arise  from  the  same  foundation. 


According  to  Gutzman  of  Berlin  the  development  of  speech 
may  be  divided  into  four  distinct  parts,  the  first  division  is  the 
crying  period,  then  comes  the  period  of  original  or  natural  sounds, 
then  the  period  of  imitation,  and  the  fourth  of  which  the  expression 
of  thought  is  the  chief  characteristic. 


Tuker  states  that  mental  action  is  chiefly  a  function  of  con- 
nections. 


Paralytic  dementia  according  to  Kraft-Ebing,  is  a  product  of 
"civilization  and  syphilization." 


The  mental  symptoms  of  belladona  poisoning  are  of  more  active 
character  than  usually  seen  from  any  substances  in  medicinal  treat- 
ment of  disease.  The  delirium  is  very  intense,  the  latter  dilations 
are  pronounced,  and  the  motor  agitation  is  considerable,  the  patient 
singing,  shouting,  wandering  and  being  difficult  to  restrain.  The 
hallucinations  are  manifold.  Troops  of  people  pass  before  the  eyes, 
the  bed  is  covered  with  insects  and  small  animals.  Visions  of 
flames  and  flashes  occur  and  startle  the  sufferer,  who  shrinks  visibly. 
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Hoedemaker  has  suggested  that  in  injuries  to  the  shoulder, 
paralysis  may  occur  by  the  fifth  and  sixth  nerve  roots  being  com- 
pressed between  the  transverse  processes  of  the  sixth  and  seventh 
cervical  vertebrae  and  the  middle  of  the  clavicle. 


Yes,  hysteria  still  exists  as  a  distinct  disease !  Nothing  won- 
derful about  it  either ! 


When  a  lesion  involves  the  region  of  the  cord  in  which  a  reflex 
centre  is  situated  (as,  for  example,  the  lumbar  region,  the  centre 
of  the  knee  jerk),  the  reflex  is  diminished  or  abolished,  varying  with 
the  severity  of  the  lesion.  When,  however,  the  cord  is  involved 
higher  up,  the  behavior  of  the  reflexes  whose  centres  are  lower 
down  is  variable.  The  reason  for  the  variability  has  been  the 
source  of  much  discussion. 


Convulsions  from  any  cause  at  any  age  are  not  and  should 
not  be  regarded  as  of  slight  significance,  and  the  possibility  of  the 
development  of  epilepsy  in  every  case  must  and  should  receive 
careful  consideration.   

Is  a  high  opsonic  index  diagnostic  in  all  forms  of  meningoccal 
meningitis  ?  According  to  Kutscher,  the  results  obtained  show  that 
a  high  index  is  not  always  obtained  with  different  strains  of  growth 
and  that  a  negative  result  may  occur.  So  that  although  a  high  in- 
dex indicates  the  presence  of  the  disease,  as  normal  index  does  not 
negative  its  presence. 


W.  Spielmeyer  (Munch.  Med.  Woche.)  has  produced  an  ex- 
perimental tabes  dorsalis  in  dogs  by  means  of  trypanosomes,  in 
every  way  identical  with  that  produced  in  man  by  syphilis. 


Experimental  cerebrospinal  meningistis  and  its  serum  treat- 
ment is  discussed  by  Simon  Flexner  (British  Med.  Jour.),  his  work 
being  a  contribution  from  the  Rockefeller  Institute  for  Medical  Re- 
search, based  on  study  in  the  epidemics  which  prevailed  in  New 
York.  Flexner  reports  his  studies  on  the  diplococcus  itself,  and 
then  recounts  his  experiments  on  guinea  pigs  and  monkeys,  making 
free  use  of  lumbar  puncture  in  the  latter  animals.  How  far  the 
results  obtained  with  guinea  pigs  and  monkeys  can  be  applied  to 
the  prevention  and  treatment  of  cerebrospinal  meningitis  in  man 
remains  to  be  seen.   

Marital  incompatibility  was  a  significant  factor  in  many  of  the 
paranoid  dements  in  patients  known  to  Jelliffe  in  the  predementia 
stages. 
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Paranoia,  its  varieties  and  medicolegal  importance,  is  presented 
by  C.  W.  Burr  (Jour.  Amer.  Med.  Assn.).  "The  paranoiac  is  the 
product  not  of  environments,  but  of  heredity.  He  is  the  victim  of 
internal,  inherent,  congenital  weakness.  The  inheritance  is  really 
direct,  that  is  to  say,  a  paranoic  parent  rarely  has  a  paranoic  off- 
spring, but  always  there  is  a  bad  strain  in  the  family,  some  form  of 
insanity,  marked  eccentricity,  pseudogenias,  epilepsy,  hysteria,  alco- 
holism, or  criminality. 


When  one  is  called  to  a  case  of  injury  to  the  spine  with  com- 
plete abrogation  of  all  the  functions  of  the  cord  below  the  seat  of 
injury,  it  is  impossible  to  determine  whether  the  abrogation  is  due 
to  destruction  of  all  the  nerve  elements — a  total  transverse  lesion — 
or  whether  there  is  only  partial  destruction  of  the  nerve  elements 
with  temporary  abrogation  of  the  functions.  * 

One  has  not  long  to  wait  before  the  question  is  cleared  up ;  if 
the  lesion  is  a  partial  one,  the  deep  reflexes  return  within  a  few 
days  of  the  injury.  On  the  other  hand  cases  are  reported  in  which 
the  return  of  the  knee  jerks  has  been  delayed  for  six  weeks. 


Are  we  all,  or  are  many  of  us  insane?  Well,  I  hope  not,  but 
still  I  must  admit  that  a  great  many  of  us  have  peculiar  mental 
twists  on  one  subject  or  another — and  strictly  speaking  it  would 
place  some  of  us  in  a  certain  class — if  to  agree  with  some  alienists ; 
it  is,  however,  a  question  open  for  discussion,-  and  we  will  take  it 
up  some  other  time. 


In  cases  of  Paralysis  agitans,  don't  overlook  the  sense  of  inter- 
nal heat,  the  desire  of  "the  victim  to  keep  away  from  fires  and  his 
use  of  very  light  clothing  even  in  very  cold  weather — it  is  an  im- 
portant symptom." 

70  Rogers  Avenue,  Brooklyn. 
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Hyoscyamus  Niger. 

In  medicinal  doses  hyoscyamus  is  an  excellent  stimulant  to  the 
sympathetic  nervous  system.  It  also  possesses  sedative,  diuretic 
and  antispasmodic  properties  which  are  often  of  great  usefulness. 
In  large  doses  it  is  powerfully  narcotic,  and  when  taken  in  very 
large  quantities  causes  deranged  vision,  dilated  pupils,  giddiness, 
nausea,  vomiting,  intestinal  pain,  purging,  paralysis,  convulsions, 
coma,  and  even  death  may  occur. 

Hyoscyamus  in  small  doses  has  a  soothing  influence  over  the 
nervous  system,  and  in  the  treatment  of  patients  of  a  highly 
nervous  and  irritable  character  it  is  frequently  employed  with  great 
advantage.  In  conditions  of  great  restlessness  it  is  a  remedy  of 
.  quieting  power,  and  as  a  means  of  diminishing  morbid  sensibility 
it  is  employed  with  satisfactory  results.  In  delirium  with  hallucina- 
tions its  influence  is  decidedly  restraining,  and  in  sleeplessness 
caused  by  cerebral  hyperemia  and  excitement  it  has  often  been 
found  a  remedy  of  great  merit.  In  spasmodic  movements  of  hysteri- 
cal origin  hyoscyamus  constitutes  an  efficient- medicament,  and  in 
spasmodic  coughs  it  acts  in  a  curative  direction. 

The  dose  of  specific  hyoscyamus  (or  a  good  fluid  extract)  is  from 
5  to  10  drops,  but  from  1  to  5  drops  usually  constitute  doses  of 
sufficient  therapeutic  power. 


Stovaine. 

As  all  physicians  have  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  use  of  this 
comparatively  new  substance  in  spinal  anesthesia  by  Dr.  Thomas 
Jonnesco  and  others,  a  few  lines  in  regard  to  the  reason  for  giving 
the  drug  its  present  name  may  not  prove  devoid  of  interest. 

Stovaine  is  the  discovery  of  a  Frenchman  named  Fourneau, 
who  was  working  at  the  time  in  the  laboratory  of  Dr.  Fischer  in 
Berlin.  By  virtue  of  discovery  he  had  the  right  to  give  it  his 
name.  While  it  awaited  a  christening  by  him  some  Anglicans 
called  it  stovaine.  This  name  conveys  the  credit  to  which  the  dis- 
coverer is  entitled,  because  the  French  forneau  means  range,  oven 
or  cooking  stove,  as  distinguished  from  poele,  the  French  name  for 
a  stove  that  merely  furnishes  heat.  As  a  simpler  word  than  any 
that  could  be  coined  from  forneau  it  found  ready  acceptance  and 
the  discoverer  himself  readily  accepted  the  name  suggested. 
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Dioscorea. 

It  is  seldom  that  one  finds  in  a  short  journal  article  as  many 
valuable  facts  as  are  pointed  out  in  a  paper  on  dioscorea,  written 
by  Dr.  E.  F.  Cook,  of  St.  Joseph,' Mo.,  and  recently  published  in 
the  American  Medical  Journal.    In  part  the  doctor  says : 

"Dioscorea  is  not  only  a  specific  for  bilous  colic,  but  I  have 
repeatedly  relieved  flatulent  colic  in  the  child  as  well  as  the  adult 
with  this  agent.  In  the  child  I  use  5  to  10  drops  of  the  specific 
medicine  to  4  ounces  of  water  and  give  a  teaspoonful  every  15 
to  30  minutes  until  results.  In  the  adult  I  give  40  to  60  drops  to 
the  same  amount  of  water ;  teaspoonful  of  the  mixture  every  30 
minutes  until  results. 

"I  have  used  dioscorea  with  marked  results  in  uterine  colic 
when  due  to  spasmodic  irritation  of  the  cervix.  Here  I  give  20  to 
30  drops  in  a  wineglass  of  hot  water  every  30  minutes  to  1 
hour  until  relieved.  From  1  to  3  doses  usually  is  sufficient. 
In  after  pains,  I  have  used  it  with  the  same  success.  Here  I  would 
give  it  in  the  same  size  dose  with  cold  water  instead  of  hot  for 
fear  of  too  much  relaxation  of  uterine  tissue,  thereby  producing 
hemorrhage.  In  puerperal  peritonitis  I  have  used  it  where  the 
abdominal  muscles  were  contracted  and  distended  with  gas.  This 
is  true  not  only  of  puerperal  peritonitis  but  in  the  peritonitis  which 
sometimes  follows  abdominal  operations.  It  seems  to  relieve  the 
tympanitis  and  allays  pain. 

"Dioscorea  is  one  of  the  best  agents  I  have  used  in  the  treat- 
ment of  gallstones.  It  seems  to  relax  the  circular  muscular  fibers  of 
the  duct,  thus  allowing  the  stone  to  pass  and  relieve  the  pain.  In 
this  as  in  all  the  other  conditions  spoken  of  in  this  paper  it  is  well  to 
combine  with  it  any  other  agent  you  may  think  indicated.  I  am 
now  using  dioscorea  in  a  case  of  typhoid  fever  to  relieve  the 
tympanitis  and  pain  on  pressure.  I  am  obtaining  results  as  I  have 
in  many  previous  cases. 

"This  agent  has  served  me  well  in  cases  of  appendicular  colic 
where  there  were  tympanitis  and  tenderness  on  pressure.  Take  20 
to  40  drops  Spec.  Dioscorea,  Aqua  4  ozs.,  teaspoonful  every  30 
minutes  to  2  hours;  attend  to  other  indications  and  see  your  cases 
of  appendicular  colic  get  well.  After  the  acute  attack  don't  forget 
to  follow  up  with  the  proper  treatment  and  you  will  invariably  find 
dioscorea  one  of  the  remedies. 

"I  have  had  dioscorea  do  me  good  service  in  cases  coming 
to  me  after  taking  too  large  doses  of  calomel  or  podophyllin.  Take 
dioscorea  40  drops,  Aqua  4  ozs.,  teaspoonful  every  hour,  and  they 
will  not  come  back.  The  griping  and  twisting  will  soon  disappear. 
Sometimes  it  is  well  to  combine  with  the  dioscorea  a  few  drops 
of  colocynth. 

"Dioscorea  and  colocynth  resemble  each  other  in  their  action 
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in  abdominal  neurosis,  and  I  find  some  trouble  to  discriminate  be- 
tween the  cases  where  either  will  be  most  applicable.  My  way  of 
discrimination  up  the  present  has  been  to  use  the  second  if  the 
first  fails.  Webster  says  dioscorea  posses  anti-neuralgic  prop- 
erties and  will  relieve  facial  neuralgia,  sciatica  and  kindred  troubles. 
I  cannot  verify  his  statement  except  in  one  condition,  that  of 
neuralgia  of  the  stomach.    There  it  has  served  me  well. 

"I  have  used  this  agent  successfully  in  all  acute  cases  where 
the  tongue  was  heavily  coated,  and  paroxysmal  pain  in  the  abdomen 
with  more  or  less  gastric  derangement.  I  find  that  pain  in  any 
part  of  the  body  of  a  spasmodic  character  points  to  its  use.  All 
pains  of  gastro-intestinal  irritation  are  benefited  by  its  judicious 
use.  Most  cases  calling  for  this  remedy  I  find  with  a  dry  husky 
skin.  I  have  used  dioscorea  in  all  cases  of  spasmodic  griping  pain 
in  the  stomach  and  bowels  and  find  it  more  certain  in  its  action 
than  colocynth,  especially  in  the  severer  cases.  Thus  you  find  it 
has  a  place  in  the  treatment  of  cholera  morbus,  cholera  infantum, 
diarrhoea  and  dysentery.  It  relieves  the  muscular  spasm  of  the 
stomach  and  intestines  by  its  action  on  the  muscular  fibers.  This 
action  certainly  comes  through  the  sympathetic  nervous  system. 
I  have  gotten  good  results  from  this  agent  in  cases  of  renal  colic 
where  there  were  frequent  paroxysms  of  severe  pain.  In  the  treat- 
ment of  chronic  constipation  I  often  use  it  combined  with  nux  and 
matricaria.  In  general  practice  I  rarely  find  a  case,  either  acute  or 
chronic,  that  has  not  some  indication  for  this  drug.  In  acute  cases 
the  dose  is  usually  larger  and  should  be  repeated  oftener  than  in 
chronic  cases.  When  'properly  used  in  the  acute  cases  of  severe 
pain,  paroxysmal  in  character,  you  will  avoid  using  your  hypo- 
dermic syringe  often,  and  the  ultimate  result  will  be  much  better 
for  your  patient.  It  is  in  these  cases  that  it  shows  its  anodyne 
influence  best. 

"Many  cases  of  appendicular  and  gall  stone  colic  have  I  re- 
lieved with  this  agent  when  had  it  not  been  for  the  knowledge  I 
possessed  of  its  various  uses  the  patient  would  have  been  operated 
upon.  In  twelve  hours  time  when  it  is  properly  given  in  these 
cases  at  the  beginning  you  will  find  your  patient  transformed  from 
a  wreck  of  pain  and  suffering  to  a  condition  of  rest  and  they  will 
wonder  how  they  escaped  the  knife." 


Anesthetics. 

Dr.  H.  J.  Boldt,  considers  the  competency  of  the  anethetizer 
of  great  importance.  The  safest  anesthetic  is  ether,  but  many 
operations  may  be  done  with  the  use  of  nitrous  oxide  and  oxygen, 
even  long  operations  being  possible.  He  believes  that  the  general 
use  of  morphine  and  scopolamine  before  the  ether  is  not  without 
danger.    The  anesthetic  sh©uld  never  be  given  on  a  full  stomach, 
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lavage  being  practiced  when  necessary  before  the  anesthetic  is  ad- 
ministered. In  nervous,  apprehensive  patients,  a  single  dose  of 
morphine  may  be  given,  and  anesthesia  should  be  started  with 
nitrous  oxide  gas.  The  smallest  possible  quantity  of  ether  should 
be  used,  it  being  used  by  the  drop  method  after  unconsciousness 
has  first  been  obtained.  The  cornea  should  not  be  touched  to  see 
if  the  corneal  reflex  is  absent,  since  this  may  injure  the  eye. 
Alcoholic  stimulation  should  not  be  used.  A  careful  physical  and 
urinary  examination  should  always  precede  anesthesia.  Indiscrim- 
inate use  of  strychnine  is  a  bad  practice. — Medical  Record. 

Children  are  numerous  who  willingly  take  castor  oil  when  ad- 
ministered in  orange  juice. 


Society  JMLcctings 


SOCIETY  CALENDAR. 

National  Eclectic  Medical  Association.    Meets  at  Boston  in  June,  1910. 
G.  W.  Thompson,  M.D.,  president;  W.  P.  Best,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Meets  at  New  York, 
May,  1910.    S.  A.  Hardy,  M.D.,  president;  E.  H.  King,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Massachusetts   Eclectic   Medical   Society.     Meets   first   Thursday  and  • 
Friday  of  June,  in  Boston.    D.  P.  Borden,  M.D.,  president;   Pitts  Edwin 
Howes,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York. 
Meets  third  Thursday  in  each  month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  street.  C. 
Lloyd,  M.D.,  president;  H.  Harris,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Kings  County  Eclectic  Medical  Society.    Meets  annually  in  February. 
Theodore  Adlerman,  M.D.,  president;  A.  B.  Wolf,  M.  D.,  secretary. 

New  York  Specific  Medication  Club.    Meets  second  Thursday  in  each 
month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  street.    James  Moran,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Boston  District  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  the  fourth  Monday 
of  each  month,  excepting  July  and  August,  at  "The  Thorndike,"  Boylston 
street.  F.  G.  Phillimore,  M.D.,  president;  Pitts  Edwin  Howes,  M.D., 
secretary. 

Alumni  Association,  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  the 
City  of  New  York. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  society  was  held  in  the  college  auditorium, 
Wednesday  afternoon,  January  12th,  1910,  for  the  purpose  of  recom- 
mending to  the  Board  of  Trustees  the  names  of  two  alumni  to  fill 
vacancies  in  said  board. 

In  the  absence  of  President  King,  Dr.  Boskowitz  called  the  society 
to  order;  Dr.  C.  W.  Brandenburg  and  H.  Harris  were  elected  tem- 
porary chairman  and  secretary,  respectively. 

The  minutes  of  the  special  meeting  of  June  3d,  1909,  were  read 
for  information.    Dr.  W.  L.  Heeve,  chairman  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  raise  funds,  reported  as  follows : 
Mr.  President  and  Fellow  Alumni : 

We  beg  to  submit  the  following  partial  report.   Your  committee 
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has  mailed  letters  to  every  member  of  this  society,  requesting  a  sub- 
scription toward  the  fund  to  enable  our  society  to  nominate  candidates 
to  be  elected  to  the  college  board  of  trustees. 

We  feel  encouraged,  knowing  that  many  of  our  members  are  in 
sympathy  with  us  in  this  work.  Some  have  promised  to  aid 
financially  at  some  future  date. 

We  recommend  that  each  member  delegate  himself  a  committee 
of  one  to  infuse  into  those  who  are  lacking  in  enthusiasm,  this  spirit  of 
progress  for  our  Alma  Mater. 

We  would  also  suggest  that  all  who  subscribe  to  this  fund 
promptly  put  their  promise  into  effect  by  remitting  to  the  treasurer 
of  the  committee. 

Following  are  the  collections  to  date : 

Bonds  $1,000.00 

Amount  paid  in  cash  .  .    .  .  1,340.00 


$2,340.00 

Subscriptions  remaining  unpaid.  .  $1,595.00 
We  have   furthermore   received  assurance  of  substantial  help 
toward  the  fifth  thousand  when  four  thousand  dollars  shall  have 
.  been  collected. 

We  would  again  urge  every  member  to  contribute  to  this  fund  as 
liberally  as  his  purse  will  allow. 

W.  L.  Heeve,  Chairman. 
D.  N.  Bulson,  Treasurer. 
C.  W.  Brandenburg. 
V.  Sillo. 

T.  D.  Adlerman. 

Mail  subscriptions  to  Dr.  D.  N.  Bulson,  Rockville  Centre,  N.  Y. 

On  motion,  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  the  commit- 
tee, with  the  request  that  they  continue  in  office. 

On  motion  by  Dr.  Boskowitz,  $2,000  were  transferred  to  the  cor- 
poration of  the  Eclectic  Medical  College.  Balloting  for  candidates 
for  the  trusteeships  resulted  in  the  unanimous  selection  of  Drs.  D. 
N.  Bulson  and  C.  W.  Brandenburg. 

An  additional  $450  was  subscribed  to  the  fund ;  the  society  then 
adjourned  to  meet  at  the  call  of  the  president. 

H.  HARRIS,  Secretary  pro  tempore. 


Kings  County  Eclectic  Medical  Society. 

The  seventeenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Kings  County  Eclectic 
Medical  Society  was  held  Saturday  evening,  February  12th  at  the 
Knapp  mansion,  Bedford  Avenue  and  Ross  Street,  Brooklyn. 
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There  was  a  fine  attendance  of  members  and  a  large  delegation 
from  the  New  York  Eclectic  Medical  Society  was  present. 

In  opening  the  meeting,  President  Theodore  D.  Adlerman  ad- 
dressed the  members  as  follows  : 

Address  of  President  Theodore  D. Adlerman,  February  \2th,  1910. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  members  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of 
the  County  of  Kings :  It  affords  me  no  small  degree  of  pleasure  to 
preside  over  so  distinguished  an  assemblage  of  physicians  and  to 
extend  to  you  all  a  hearty  wrelcome  to  this,  our  seventeenth  annual 
meeting. 

In  taking  a  backward  glance  over  the  twelve  months  that  have 
passed  since  our  last  reunion,  we  see  that  we  have  much  to  rejoice  over 
and  to  be  thankful  for. 

The  success  of  Eclecticism  in  general,  the  success  of  Eclectic 
graduates  here  and  in  other  states,  and  the  success  of  the  graduates 
of  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  the  City  of  New  York,  has  dem- 
onstrated again  the  superiority  of  our  teachings  and  proves  all  the 
claims  made  for  the  Eclectic  School  of  Medicine. 

As  most  of  you  are  well  acquainted  with  the  history  of  Eclectic 
medicine  in  America,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  dwell  here  upon  this 
particular  subject,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  to  say  to  you  that  the 
existence  of  Eclectic  medicine  and  the  existence  of  Eclectic  medical 
colleges  is  as  much  a  necessity  now  for  the  benefit  of  humanity  at 
large,  as  it  was  forty  or  fifty  years  ago,  and  even  more  so,  and  it 
depends  upon  you,  gentlemen,  whether  this  progressive  movement, 
this  movement  for  the  prevention  of  future  medical  trusts,  this 
movement  for  liberal  medicine,  the  movement  for  true  and  direct 
specific  medication,  shall  progress,  or  cease  to  exist. 

It  is  quite  true,  w^e  are  fewrer  in  numbers,  as  compared  with  the 
dominant  school,  and  this  is  only  more  reason  for  us  to  stand  together, 
one  for  all,  and  all  for  one,  and  not  to  forget  that  as  we  advance  in 
age  and  some  of  us  step  down  and  pass  into  the  great  beyond,  that  we 
must  have  others  to  take  our  places  and  to  take  up  our  work  in  the 
Eclectic  ranks,  and  our  college  in  New  York,  therefore,  must  be  filled 
with  students  to  take  our  places-  in  the  future,  and  upon  you,  gentle- 
men, falls  the  duty  to  get  those  students ;  your  own  success,  gentle- 
men, depends  on  the  life  and  success  of  your  Alma  Mater. 

You  need  not  be  ashamed  of  your  dogma,  of  your  faith — preach 
Eclecticism,  preach  Eclectic  medicine,  talk  of  the  Eclectic  College  of 
New  York  freely  and  openly  before  the  public,  bring  to  public 
notice  the  advantages  and  beauties  of  Eclectic  teachings. 

My  reference,  gentlemen,  to  future  medical  trusts,  is  not  an  idle 
dream,  and  if  we  were  to  give  up  our  fight,  and  if  the  small  college 
were  to  go  out  of  existence,  you  would  have  a  medical  trust  which 
would  have  the  people  at  large  in  a  tighter  grip  than  any  of  the  present 
trusts  in  existence  to-day. 

We  certainly  do  not  want,  here  in  America,  a  condition  of  medicine 
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as  found  in  England  to-day — where  only  the  very  rich  are  able  to 
study  and  practice  medicine. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  I  would  urge  all  of  you  to  support  our 
college  and  the  Eclectic  Review,  the  mouthpiece  of  Eclecticism  in 
New  York  State;  use  its  pages  freely — its  editorial  pages  are  open  to 
you  all  and  it  is  your  organ.  I  would  recommend  that  the  society 
adopt  a  new  resolution  raising  the  dues  to  $5.00  per  year  and  thus  com- 
pelling thereby  every  member  to  become  also  a  member  in  our  State  and 
National  bodies. 

I  would  also  recommend  that  this  society  adopt,  or  rather  amend 
its  constitution,  so  that  meetings  shall  be  held  three  times  a  year  in  the 
months  of  February,  September  and  December,  instead  of  once  a 
year,  as  now.  We  have  enough  interests  on  hand,  enough  matters 
to  talk  of  and  to  think  of,  to  meet  three  times  a  year. 

I  will  now  take  the  opportunity  to  thank  you  for  the  honor  that 
you  have  conferred  on  me  by  electing  me  as  your  president  and  for 
the  attention  afforded  me  to-night. 

The  address  was  received  with  much  enthusiasm  and  the  fol- 
lowing papers  were  then  presented  and  discussed : 

Differential  Diagnosis  of  Appendicitis  Lewis  Lanzer,  M.  D. 

Typhoid  Fever  and  Its  Treatment  Louis  Henry  Warner,  M.  D. 

Puberty  M.  B.  Pearlstein,  M.  D. 

A  Contribution  to  the  Pathalogy  of  the  Pituitary  Body, 

 E.  Di  Leo,  M.  D. 

Neuroses  Theodore  Davis  Adlerman,  A.  B.,  M.D. 

The  society  then  attended  to  its  routine  business,  after  which  a 
collation  was  served. 

The  exercises  of  the  entire  evening  were  enjoyed  by  all  present 
and  the  newly  elected  officers  will  have  to  work  hard  to  surpass  the 
success  of  this  meeting. 

The  March  issue  of  the  Review  will  contain  the  names  and  ad- 
dresses of  the  newly  elected  officers,  together  with  some  of  the  papers 
read  at  this  meeting. 


Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  in  the 
college  parlors,  Thursday  evening,  January  20th,  Pres.  Lloyd,  pre- 
siding. 

On  motion  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  approved 
as  read. 

On  motion  by  Dr.  Thompson  members  reaching  the  age  of 
70  years  will  be  placed  on  the  retired  list,  being  exempt  from 
further  payment  of  dues. 

Dr.  Boskowitz  explained  the  difference  between  honorary  and 
retired  membership,  saying  the  former  is  conferred  upon  members 
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living  outside  the  City  and  County  of  New  York,  granting  the 
courtesy  of  the  floor,  but  not  the  privilege  of  voting  nor  that  of 
holding  office.  Retired  membership,  on  the  other  hand,  confers  all 
rights  and  privileges  and  signifies  exemption  from  payment  of  dues, 
and  can  be  held  only  by  a  member  70  years  of  age  or  older,  who 
has  been  an  active  member  of  the  Society. 

On  motion  the  names  of  Dr.  J.  W.  Fyfe  of  Saugatuck,  Conn., 
and  Marietta  Cowles,  of  New  York,  were  placed  on  the  retired  list. 

On  motion  Dr.  Nettle's  resignation  from  the  Society  was 
accepted. 

Dr.  T.  D.  Adlerman,  on  behalf  of  the  Kings  County  Eclectic 
Medical  Society,  invited  members  of  the  New  York  Society  to 
attend  the  annual  meeting  in  Brooklyn,  February  12th. 

Dr.  M.  B.  MacDermott  reported  an  unusual  case  of  erysipelas. 

Dr.  G.  W.  Thompson  reported  a  case  of  placenta  previa  com- 
plicated with  transverse  presentation  and  prolapsed  funis.  Although 
partially  asphyxiated  the  child  was  resuscitated  and  the  mother 
recovered  from  the  intense  anemia  without  incident. 

Dr.  Hardy,  on  behalf  of  the  Auditing  Committee,  reported  that 
the  accounts  of  the  financial  secretary  and  treasurer  had  been  ex- 
amined and  found  correct. 

On  motion  the  report  was  accepted.  The  society  then  ad- 
journed. H.  HARRIS,  M.D.,  Secretary. 


New  York  Specific  Medication  Club. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  New  York  Specific  Medi- 
cation Club  was  held  in  the  College  parlors  January  13th,  1910. 

In  the  absence  of  President  Hyde,  who  was  unavoidably  de- 
tained.   Doctor  S.  Schaefer  presided,  Dr.  Moran  recording. 

After  the  roll  call  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were 
read  and  approved.  Dr.  S.  A.  Hardy  read  an  interesting  paper  on 
Grindelia  Robusta ;  he  recommended  it  as  a  specific  in  asthmatic 
conditions  when  given  in  full  and  frequent  doses ;  he  also  recom- 
mended it  as  being  efficacious  in  bronchial  cough  and  chronic  bron- 
chitis. The  paper  was  discussed  by  Drs.  Boskowitz,  Mallowitz, 
MacDermott,  C.  Brandenburg  and  others. 

Dr.  Boskowitz  in  opening  the  discussion  complimented  the 
reader  of  the  paper  for  giving  the  facts  about  the  drug  in  such  a 
clear  and  concise  manner.  Dr.  Boskowitz  said  that  he  had  found 
the  drug  most  useful  as  an  auxiliary  combined  with  other  drugs,  in 
the  treatment  of  asthma,  chronic  bronchitis,  whooping  cough,  etc. 

Dr.  Mallowitz  spoke  of  the  drug  as  being  a  most  useful  remedy 
in  cases  of  Rhus.  Tox.  poisoning;  he  had  used  it  both  locally  and 
internally  with  immediate  beneficial  results  where  other  drugs  had 
been  used  to  no  avail. 
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Dr.  MacDermott  had  not  had  the  success  with  the  drug  as  de- 
scribed by  previous  speakers ;  having  used  it  freely  in  cardiac 
asthma  with  no  appreciable  result  except  to  cause  incontinence 
of  urine. 

Dr.  Hardy  closed  the  discussion,  after  which  he  was  tendered 
a  vote  of  thanks. 

In  the  absence  of  Dr.  L.  Adlerman,  the  other  essayist  of  the 
evening,  Dr.  MacDermott  of  the  Drug  Study  Committee  presented 
the  subject  of  Yerba  Santa,  the  drug  study  of  the  evening,  stating 
that  he  had  found  it  of  considerable  benefit  in  chronic  bronchitis 
and  winter  coughs  ;  especially  useful  when  combined  with  Grindelia 
Robusta. 

He  gave  a  short  history  of  its  introduction  and  its  early  use  in 
consumption.    After  which  the  society  adjourned. 

JAMES  MORAN,  M.D.,  Secretary. 


^elections 

Bromalbin  in  Epilepsy. 

The  defects  of.  the  inorganic  bromides  in  the  treatment  of 
epilepsy  and  other  convulsive  disorders  have  long  been  recognized 
by  medical  practitioners.  While  the  bromides  have  been  exten- 
sively prescribed — because  nothing  better  had  been  devised  to  take 
their  place — their  proneness  to  derange  the  stomach  and  to  produce 
systemic  disturbances  has  militated  against  their  usefulness. 

The  "something  better"  appears  now  to  be  at  hand. 
Reference  is  made  to  Bromalbin,  an  organic  compound  in  which 
bromine  is  chemically  combined  with  albumen.  Bromalbin  con- 
tains approximately  15  per  cent,  of  bromine.  It  is  in  the  form  of 
a  light-yellow  powder  and  is  odorless  and  practically  tasteless.  It 
is  insoluble  in  water,  alcohol,  acids  and  the  ordinary  solvents,  but 
is  slowly  soluble  in  alkaline  solutions. 

Bromalbin  was  evolved  in  the  chemical  laboratories  of  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.  Before  being  offered  to  the  medical  profession  at 
large  it  was  subjected  to  thorough  clinical  test  by  leading  practi- 
tioners throughout  the  country  in  a  large  number  of  cases  in  which 
bromine  medication  was  indicated.  Reports  of  its  use  in  the  treat- 
ment of  epilepsy  were  highly  encouraging,  and  the  belief  is  ex- 
pressed that  it  will  prove  equally  efficacious  in  hysteria,  neur- 
asthenia, reflex  headache,  insomnia,  migraine,  and  other  nervous 
affections. 

The  chief  advantage  of  Bromalbin  over  the  inorganic  bromides 
appears  to  be  in  its  adaptation  to  long-continued  treatment.  It 
passes  through  the  stomach  practically  unchanged,  consequently 
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does  not  produce  the  gastric  irritation  common  to  the  alkaline  bro- 
mides. Slowly  dissolving  in  the  intestinal  secretions,  it  is  then 
absorbed,  producing  a  gentle,  prolonged  systemic  effect.  Other  ad- 
vantages are :  its  more  complete  absorption,  its  comparative  taste- 
lessness,  and  the  small  likelihood  that  it  will  produce  acne,  diz- 
ziness, or  other  symptoms  of  bromism.  It  is  marketed  in  powder 
form  (ounce  vials)  and  may  be  given  in  water,  coffee,  chocolate, 
syrups,  wines  or  any  beverage  not  alkaline  in  character.  It  is 
also  supplied  in  5-grain  capsules  (bottles  of  100),  in  which  form, 
perhaps,  it  is  likely  to  be  most  commonly  used.  There  is  wide 
need  of  a  sedative  such  as  Bromalbin  promises  to  be,  and  fuller 
reports  on  the  new  agent  will  be  awaited  with  interest  by  the 
profession. 


Valuable  Conclusions. 

The  case  of  G.  H.  is  reported  by  J.  S.  Norwell,  M.B.,  CM., 
B.Sc,  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  as  follows :  "Suffered  from  head- 
aches which  proceeded  from  errors  in  diet.  I  arranged  a  table  of 
diet  for  him  which  proved  beneficial.  I  prescribed  antikamnia 
tablets  and  with  the  very  best  results.  His  headaches  were  kept 
under  until  his  changed  dietary  had  time  to  effect  more  permanent 
relief.  This  year  he  went  to  Bisley.  In  case  he  should  be  troubled 
there  with  his  bete  noir,  I  gave  him  some  antikamnia  tablets  as 
a  stand-by.  On  his  return  he  told  me  he  had  no  headache,  but 
that  he  had  used  all  the  tablets.  Headaches,  it  seems,  are  no  un- 
common accompaniments  of  camp  life.  He  has  dispensed  the 
antik?mnia  tablets  to  some  of  his  suffering  companions,  and  they 
(the  tablets)  "hit  the  bull's  eye  every  time."  Who  knows  but 
that  they  had  something  to  do  with  the  phenomenal  scoring  at 
the  last  meeting! 

One  could  multiply  similar  cases,  but  this  may  suffice  to 
illustrate  the  effects  of  antikamnia  tablets  in  the  treatment  of 
headaches,  and  to  warrant  the  following  conclusions  I  have  come 
to  with  regard  to  their  use : 

(a.)    They  are  a  specific  for  almost  any  kind  of  headache. 

(b.)    They  act  with  startling  rapidity. 

(c.)    The  dosage  is  small. 

(d.)  The  unpleasant  after-effects  so  commonly  attendant  on 
the  use  of  many  of  the  other  analgesics  are  entirely  absent. 

(e.)  They  can  therefore  be  safely  put  into  the  hands  of 
patients  for  use  without  personal  supervision. 

Another  point  worth  noting  is  that  they  can  be  very  easily 
taken,  being  practically  tasteless. 
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Relief  of  Acute  Nasal  Catarrhs. 

Few  minor  diseased  conditions  are  provocative  of  such  incon- 
venience as  an  acute  nasal  catarrh,  and  an  agent  that  will  check 
it  and  bring  about  a  cure  is  worthy  the  widest  use.  Douches  of 
Katharmon  in  diluted  strength  will  accomplish  this  end  by  reduc- 
ing the  turgescence  of  the  mucosa  and  checking  the  inflammatory 
process. 


Book  Reviews 


"Diseases  of  the  Nose,  Throat  and  Ear,"  by  Charles  Huntoon 
Knight  and  W.  Sohier  Bryant.  Second  Edition  with  239  Illus- 
trations.   P.  Blakiston's  Son  &  Co.,  1909. 

The  author  of  the  first  part  of  the  work  has  devoted  considerable 
space  to  diseases  of  the  accessory  sinuses  and  the  subcutaneous  oper- 
ation for  deviation  of  the  septum.  Yet,  certain  chapters  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  student  and  general  practictioner  have  been  rather 
neglected. 

In  the  second  part  of  the  work  the  author  devoted  altogether  too 
much  space  to  the  anatomy  and  physiology  of  the  ear  and  too  little  to 
the  diagnosis  and  treatment. 

The  work,  however,  compares  favorably  with  its  first  edition  and 
with  other  recent  publications  on  the  same  subjects.  The  publisher  is 
to  be  complimented  on  his  part  of  the  work.  A.  W.  H. 


A  "Practical  Handbook  of  Medical  Electricity,  for  Students 
and  Practitioners."  By  Herbert  Mcintosh,  A.M.,  M.D.,  Member 
of  the  American  Medical  Association,  Fellow  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society,  Fellow  of  the  New  England  Association  of 
Physical  Therapeutics,  Member  of  the  American  Electro-Thera- 
peutic Association,  etc.,  etc.,  containing  510  pages  and  over  two 
hundred  illustrations.  Therapeutic  Publishing  Co.,  Inc.,  Boston, 
Mass.,  1909. 

The  author  of  this  book  has  divided  the  work  into  two  parts : 

Part.  L  Treats  of  the  Physics  and  Physiology  of  Electricity 
the  Rontgen  Rays,  Radium  and  Light,  together  with  a  description 
of  the  various  methods  of  treatment  employed  in  physical  therapy. 

Part  II,  is  devoted  to  the  many  pathological  conditions  where- 
in Electricity,  Rontgen  Rays,  Radium  and  Light  are  applicable. 

Also  a  list  of  illustrations  and  alphabetical  index.  In  perusing 
this  volume  we  notice  a  condensation  of  subject  matter  from 
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authors  of  kindred  works,  due  credit  is  given  them  in  the  preface, 
and  is  to  be  commended.  The  book  is  well  arranged,  and  suf- 
ficiently comprehensive  for  physician  or  student.  It  is  in  fact  the 
most  concise  and  systematic  work  on  the  subject  that  we  are 
acquainted  with.  M.  B.  MacD. 


Items 


President  Thompson  met  the  local  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments at  Boston,  January  29th,  and  reports  that  Boston  will  be 
ready  to  entertain  the  National  in  June  in  a  most  befitting  manner. 
The  Hotel  Vendome  has  been  secured  as  headquarters,  with  fine 
meeting  and  committee  rooms  and  the  accommodation  for  guests 
is  unexcelled. 


"Mac"  succeeded  well  in  turning  the  County  Meeting  into  a 
quiz  class  and  "Moransky"  wanted  to  know  what  it  was  worth. 


Prof.  John  Uri  Lloyd,  of  Cincinnati,  spent  the  week  from  Jan- 
uary 31st  to  Feburary  7th  inclusive,  at  the  College  with  us — 
Students  and  professors  were  alike  benefited — Prof.  Lloyd  is  cer- 
tainly our  "Little  Giant." — 


On  February  3rd  the  Beachonians  held  a  reception  and  dance 
which  was  the  most  successful  affair  in  its  history. 

Many  of  the  students  taking"  part  in  the  program. 

"Papa"  was  not  at  the  Beachonian  meeting,  but  attended  with 
the  Cincinnati  Professor  another  meeting,  which  did  not  open  with 
prayer. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Eclectic  College 
held  February  3rd,  Drs.  Brandenburg  and  Bulson  were  elected  on 
the  Board. 


Dr.  Mary  A.  Willis  of  3  Astor  Place,  Jersey  City,  is  looking 
for  a  young  woman  practitioner  to  assist  her  in  the  work — write  her. 
What's  going  to  happen  to  "Little  Mary"? 
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Steinberg,  Messenger  and  Nemirow  proved  themselves  fine 
musicians. 


Little  Miss  Griel — that  Beachonian  favorite  was  also  present 
February  3rd  and  received  the  usual  ovation. 


At  Lake  Pleasant,  Hamilton  County,  N.  Y.,  32  miles  from 
Northville,  where  Dr.  F.  N.  Wright  is  located.  A  young  Eclectic 
doctor  is  wanted.  The  doctor  writes  that  the  town  is  willing  to 
give  $500.00  and  that  he  thinks  the  young  man  can  make  $1,500.00 
more  from  the  surrounding  country.   Correspond  with  Dr.  Wright. 


On  March  3rd,  the  Manhattan  Visiting  Nurses'  Association 
will  hold  its  annual  entertainment  and  dance  at  the  Plaza  Hotel. 

Make  your  arrangements  to  attend — tickets  can  be  had  from 
the  Clerk  at  the  College. 


Dr.  Earl  H.  King  of  Saratoga  came  to  town  February  5th. 
He  will  remain  a  couple  of  weeks,  lecture  at  the  College  daily  and 
arrange  for  the  meeting  of  our  State  Society. 


Prepare  your  papers  now  for  both  State  and  National  meet- 
ings. 


Your  attention  is  called  to  the  subscription  blank  in  the  ad- 
vertising pages  of  the  Review.  It  is  not  there  for  ornament. 
Use  it. 


The  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  and  The  Eclectic  Medical 
Journal  have  removed  to  630  West  6th  Street,  Cincinnati. 


The  Eclectic  Review 

Editor:  G.       BOSKOWITZ,  M,  D, 
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Eclectic  Pharmacy. 

We  Eclectics  can  feel  justly  proud  of  Prof.  Lloyd  and  what  he  t 
has  done  and  is  doing  in  his  special  field. 

During  his  visit  to  New  York  for  the  purpose  of  lecturing  to 
our  classes,  he  devoted  two  evenings  to  his  pharmaceutical  friends. 
On  February  3rd  he  delivered  an  address  before  the  German  Apotheke 
Verein,  and  on  February  /th  he  was  one  of  the  principal  speakers  at  a 
meeting  of  the  New  Y^ork  Branch  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  As- 
sociation, held  at  the  Xew  York  College  of  Pharmacy.  It  was  our 
privilege  to  be  present  on  both  of  these  occasions. 

The  subject  at  each  meeting  was  the  important  one  of  "Maceration 
and  Percolation." 

At  both  these  meetings  in  the  discussion  of  this  important  subject, 
Prof.  Lloyd  stood  as  the  representative  of  Eclectic  pharmacy,  and 
stated  it  plainly  and  forcibly ;  not  in  an  offensive  or  bragging  manner, 
but  in  a  way  to  give  our  school  credit  for  his  great  work.  Prof.  Lloyd 
has  invented  a  special  still,  or  apparatus  for  concentration  of  percola- 
tion and  the  recovery  of  alcohol. 

In  The  American  Druggist  and  Pharmaceutical  Record  of  February 
14th.  in  an  article  by  Thomas  J.  Keenan,  of  Xew  York,  entitled  "Contri- 
butions to  the  Study  of  Maceration  and  Percolation,''  we  quote  the 
following  description  and  comments  of  the  Lloyd  apparatus  from  this 
article  : 

The  Lloyd  Apparatus  for  Concentration  of  Percolation  and  the 
Recovery  of  Alcohol. 

Probably  one  of  the  most  important  contributions  to  the  subject 
of  percolation  made  by  an  American  worker  was  Professor  Lloyd's 
process  for  continuous  concentration  and  evaporation.  The  process  is 
revolutionary  in  that  the  heat  is  applied  at  the  top  of  the  liquid  instead 
of  at  the  bottom.  In  his  studies  of  phyto-chemistry  Professor  Lloyd 
observed  that  time  was  the  most  important  factor  in  the  deterioration 
of  drug  solutions  under  the  influence  of  heat.    If  it  were  possible, 
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therefore,  to  apply  the  heat  to  the  percolate  for  an  instant  only,  the 
danger  of  damage  to  the  drug  constituents  would  be  reduced  to  a  mini- 
mum, or  practically  eliminated. 

In  all  other  processes  for  the  concentration  of  percolates,  the  whole 
volume  of  the  percolate  has  been  heated,  though  the  evaporation  only 
took  place  from  the  surface.  The  problem,  therefore,  which  presented 
itself  was  to  apply  heat  to  the  surface  only,  leaving  the  remainder  of 
the  percolate  cold.  Professor  Lloyd  devised  an  apparatus  by  which 
this  principle  could  be  applied,  and  he  has  taken  out  patents  in  the 
United  States  and  several  foreign  countries.  The  apparatus  is  a 
small  one,  even  where  the  volume  to  be  operated  is  large.  It  consists 
of  a  coil  of  steam  pipe  on  a  horizontal  plane  immediately  below  which 
are  coils  of  pipes  filled  with  cold  water.  All  these  coils  are  encased  in 
a  tin  lined  cylinder,  provided  at  the  bottom  with  a  stop  cock  through 
which  the  contents  may  be  drawn  off,  and  connected  at  the  top  with  a 
condenser  column.  The  percolation  is  carried  out  in  the  ordinary  way 
and  the  steam  of  the  percolate  is  distributed  over  the  steam  heated  pipe, 
which  immediately  drives  off  all  the  alcohol  and  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  water,  leaving  the  concentrated  percolate  to  flow  downward  on 
the  cold  water  pipes,  where  it  is  immediately  cooled  before  any  damage 
can  be  done  to  the  drug  constituents.  The  mixed  vapors  pass  upward 
to  the  condenser  column  and  drop  down  into  the  top  of  the  percolator 
to  pass  down  again  to  the  drug  and  over  the  evaporating  apparatus, 
thus  resembling  a  large  Soxhlet  apparatus.  The  entire  apparatus  is 
hermetically  sealed  so  that  there  is  no  loss  of  menstruum.  In  a  room  in 
which  chlorformic  menstruum  is  being  passed  through  the  percolator 
the  distilling  apparatus,  as  in  the  extraction  of  Hydrastis,  no  odor  of  the 
solvent  can  be  detected. 


A  Ludicrous  Decision. 

A  most  remarkable  and  far-reaching  decision  was  recently  made 
by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Georgia.  The  decision  was  handed  down 
in  the  case  of  Dr.  C.  L.  Stahl  versus  C.  W.  Jordan.  The  doctor  per- 
formed an  operation  on  the  defendant's  child,  but  failed  to  save  the 
patient's  life,  and  for  that  reason  the  father  refused  to  pay  the  doc- 
tor's bill.  The  court  decided  that,  as  the  child  died,  the  operation 
was  of  no  apparent  benefit,  and  for  that  reason  the  father  should 
not  be  compelled  to  pay  the  doctor's  fee. 

If  this  decision  should  be  sustained  it  would  have  a  very  serious 
effect  upon  the  medical  profession,  for  it  would  establish  a  precedent 
to  the  effect  that  a  physician  cannot  collect  his  fees  unless  he  cures. 
Even  in  hopeless  cases  where  the  best  medical  skill  can  only  expect 
to  relieve  pain  and  modify  the  patient's  sufferings,  the  attending  phy- 
sician, under  this  decision,  cannot  collect  any  remuneration  for  his 
time  and  professional  treatment,  simply  because  he  does  not  effect 
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an  impossible  cure.  This  would  turn  the  field  of  medical  practice 
into  a  game  of  chance,  with  everything  in  favor  of  a  dishonest  pa- 
tient, who,  by  claiming  a  failure  to  cure,  would  have  nothing  to  pay. 

It  is  almost  inconceivable  that  any  American  court  could  have 
so  far  disregarded  all  sense  of  justice  as  to  have  handed  down  such 
an  absurd  decision,  and  an  appeal  to  a  higher  court  will  no  doubt 
result  in  its  being  reversed.  There  is  no  law  which  can  cover  any 
case  in  medicine  except  that  requiring  that  the  physician  shall  give 
the  best  of  his  skill  and  medical  knowledge,  based  on  scientific  study 
and  practical  experiment,  to  every  patient  who  applies  to  him  for 
medical  treatment.  If  the  patient's  condition  is  such  as  to  make  a 
cure  impossible,  that  does  not  detract  from  the  fact  that  the  doctor's 
time  must  be  expended,  and  that  this  time  and  skill  should  receive 
a  suitable  remuneration.  J.  W.  F. 


Anemic  Children. 

The  general  practitioner  of  medicine  very  frequently  meets 
children  who  are  subjects  of  simple  anemia,  but  the  condition  is 
often  overlooked,  for  the  cheeks  may  be  red  without  being  a  fair 
index  of  the  blood.  In  these  cases  the  appearance  of  the  mucous 
membranes  should  be  carefully  considered  in  making  a  diagnosis. 
The  child  looks  insufficiently  nourished,  the  muscles  are  soft  and 
flabby,  the  appetite  is  variable,  the  digestion  is  not  good,  the  bowels 
are  inclined  to  be  constipated,  and  the  extremities  are  often  cold  and 
clammy.  Children  of  this  class  are  usually  fretful  and  seldom 
satisfied  for  long  at  a  time  with  their  toys  or  their  surroundings. 
The  pulse  is  often  rapid  and  feeble,  and  they  take  cold  easily. 

The  causes  of  the  condition  referred  to  are  numerous,  and  not 
always  readily  ascertained,  but  some  of  them  are  well  pointed  out 
in  the  American  Practitioner  by  Dr.  P.  F.  Barbour.  Among  the 
most  frequent  causes  the  doctor  mentions  ligating  the  cord  before 
pulsation  has  ceased,  the  results  of  toxins  of  indigestion,  sewer 
gas,  rachitis,  rheumatism,  and  tuberculosis  of  the  bones  and  lymph- 
atics. J.  W.  F. 


Original  Articles  \ 

Carcinoma  of  the  Mamma.* 

BY  WM.  L.  HEEVE,  M.D. 

Carcinoma  of  the  mamma  is  the  cause  of  more  deaths  among  the 
female,  than  carcinoma  of  any  other  organ  of  the  body.  It  has  been 
a  disease  of  the  ages,  but  still  we  are  searching  in  the  dark  for  the 
causative  factors.    Of  the  many  theories  advanced  by  the  pathologists 

*Read  before  the  Forty-ninth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  held  at  Albany,  March,  1909. 
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and  histologists,  none  have  proven  their  assertions.  Traumatism  seems 
to  be  a  factor  in  the  majority  of  cases.  Inflammatory  diseases  of  the 
skin  about  the  nipple,  such  as  chronic  eczema,  which  may  be  the  fore- 
runner of  a  chronic  inflammation  of  the  tubercles  of  Montgomery  

Paget's  disease — followed  by  lymphatic  absorption,  and  later  forming 
a  carcinoma,  is  often  the  history  of  these  cases.  Excessive  lactation  is  a 
prominent  factor. 

The  great  mass  of  lymphatic  tissue  within  the  breasts  foreordains 
this  organ  to  inflammatory  diseases.  Scar  tissue  about  the  breasts,  due 
to  surgical  incisions,  or  abscess  formation  are  often  the  seat  of  cancer 
formation. 

The  established  fact  that  rapid  invasion  of  toxic  products  infiltrate 
the  chain  of  lymphatics  about  the  mammae,  demand  radical  surgical 
treatment. 

Surgery  claims  the  right  of  place  and  has  proven  that  early  enuclea- 
tion of  the  entire  mass  of  infected  tissue,  is  the  only  safe  form  of  treat- 
ment. 

We  Eclectics  may  feel  glad  to  note  that  Dr.  Robert  Newton  was 
the  first  surgeon  to  advance  early  enucleation  of  the  breast  for  the  cure 
of  this  disease.  Halstead  later  took  a  step  further  and  claimed  that 
owing  to  the  rapid  invasion  of  the  lymphatic  vessels  traversing  the 
pectoral  fascia,  they  demand  the  removal  of  the  pectoral  muscles.  Mc- 
Burney  claimed  the  removal  of  the  entire  mass  of  lymphatic  glands  of 
the  axillary  and  infraclavicular  regions,  was  necessity  for  success. 

The  surgical  treatment  of  the  writer  has  been  based  upon  the  good 
points  advanced  by  Halstead,  McBurney,  Warren  and  Meyer,  varying 
in  technique  as  the  case  demands. 

It  has  been  my  practice  to  follow  the  line  of  incision  of  Meyer. 
Placing  the  arm  at  right  angle  to  the  body,  incising  at  the  humeral 
attachment  of  the  pectoralis  major,  carry  the  incision  down  about 
the  outer  border  of  the  breast  encircling  about  the  inner  border  back 
to  the  starting  point.  The  dissection  should  expose  the  cephalic  vein 
and  outer  border  of  the  clavicle,  down  to  the  latissimus  dorsi.  The 
pectoralis  major  is  now  identified,  isolate  the  humeral  attachment, 
incise  and  dissect  downward,  clearing  the  entire  muscle  with  its  tumor 
mass  lying  above.  Divide  the  pectoralis  minor  and  clear 
Mohrenheim's  fossa  of  all  lymphatic  tissue.  The  pectoralis 
minor  may  be  sutured  or  removed  as  case  demands.  Re- 
move all  lymphatics  about  the  axillary  vessels  and  search  the  infracla- 
vicular and  subclavicular  triangles,  removing  all  infected  tissue.  It  is 
most  essential  that  we  remove  all  infected  lymphatics,  as  most  of  the 
mammary  lymphatics  go  to  the  axiliary  glands,  only  a  few  go  to  the 
mediastinal  glands.  When  the  breasts  are  very  large  the  lymphatics 
communicate  across- the  sternum.  This  explains,  in  a  measure,  reoc- 
currence in  the  opposite  breast.    If  the  tumor  mass  is  adherent  to  the 
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axillary  vein,  it  should  be  ligated  above  and  below  and  the  intervening 
portion  removed. 

At  the  completion  of  thorough  dessection  and  complete  hemostasis 
the  parts  are  irrigated  with  a  hot  'solution  of  sulphate  of  zinc — thirty 
grains  to  the  pint. 

In  closing  the  field  of  operation  we  try  to  utilize  the  flaps  to  com- 
pletely close  the  wound,  but  this  is  seldom  the  case.  The  Warren  flap 
•  is  often  of  great  aid  in  closing  the  wound.  The  dressings  are  removed 
on  the  sixth  day  and  the  open  spaces  cleansed  with  a  solution  of  zinc 
sulphate — two  grains  to  the  ounce — and  repeated  every  third  day,  alter- 
nating with  Peruvian  balsam.  Skin  grafting — Thiersch's  method — is 
performed  as  the  case  demands. 

As  a  routine  I  always  use  normal  saline  solution  immediately  after 
the  operation,  either  by  rectum  or  hyperdemoclyses. 

Twenty-four  hours  after  the  operation,  raise  the  body  upon  the 
bed  rest,  elevating  about  18  inches,  for  a  period  of  six  hours  daily 
until  the  patient  is  able  to  sit  up  in  bed,  which,  generally  speaking,  is 
the  third  day,  and  use  every  effort  to  have  the  patient  out  of  bed  as 
soon  as  possible.  This  will  prevent  pulmonary  hypastatic  congestions, 
which  is  the  cause  of  death  in  man}'  cases. 

The  above  method  is  the  routine  of  the  writer  in  operable  cases. 

Let  us  now  consider  the  case  when  operative  treatment  is  unwise. 
In  the  cases  where  operation  is  refused,  or  where  infiltration  has  ad- 
vanced to  such  a  degree  where  surgical  interference  is  not  advisable, 
we  must  try  measures  which  prolong  life  and  retard  rapid  destruction 
and  alleviate  pain. 

The  X-rays  have  proved  a  valuable  method,  and  my  experience 
has  been  that  this  potent  electrical  modality  will  retard  rapid  destruc- 
tion, prolong  life  and  lessen  the  pain.  Radiation  must  be  applied  over 
the  entire  area  of  infiltration  and  raved  to  the  point  of  deep  pigmen- 
tation. 

The  application  of  radium  in  my  hands  has  proven  a  total  failure, 
although  many  authors  have  claimed  beneficial  results. 

The  application  of  high  frequency  currents  have  given  me  excel- 
lent results  in  alleviating  pain  and  retarding  destruction,  thereby  pro- 
longing life.  A  pointed  electrode  of  number  sixteen  copper  wire  con- 
nected with  a  high  voltage,  high  frequency  apparatus  of  the  Tesla 
type,  giving  a  powerful  shower  of  sparks  applied  directly  over  the 
entire  area  until  an  anemic  condition  is  produced,  will  accomplish  ex- 
cellent results. 

The  instertitial  injections  of  a  five  per  cent,  alcoholic  solution 
of  salicylic  acid,  as  practiced  by  Bernart,  is  of  material  benefit  in  some 
cases.  The  injection  should  be  performed  every  third  day  beginning 
with  fifteen  drops  and  gradually  increasing  to  one  drachm. 
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Hasse,  of  Nordhausen,  injects  pure  alcohol  into  the  retro-mammary 
tissue  and  believes  that  by  his  method  he  is  able  to  produce  a  sur- 
rounding wall  of  cicatricial  tissue  a^out  the  breast. 

The  injections  of  alcohol  or  alcoholic  solutions  have  taught  me 
that  these  methods  are  very  painful,  unfortunately  so,  and  few  patients 
will  tolerate  such  treatment. 

The  method  of  mercurial  cataphoresis  as  practiced  by  Massey 
is  worthy  of  trial,  although  in  its  infancy,  the  results  obtained  by 
Massey  are  very  encouraging.  This  method  is  worthy  of  trial  in 
recurrent  cases. 

A  case  under  my  care  is  worthy  of  mention : 

Mrs.  B.,  age  47  years.  Three  years  ago  received  a  blow  upon  the 
right  breast,  which  caused  much  pain  and  produced  a  tumor  about  the 
size  of  an  egg  at  the  base  of  the  nipple.  Retraction  of  the  nipple  and 
lymphatic  infection  appeared  early.  Radical  operation  performed  eight 
months  after  the  accident.  Examination  of  tumor  proved  an  acinous 
carcinoma.  Recurrence  of  growth  five  months  after  the  operation  in 
the  pectoralis  minor  muscle — the  pectoralis  major  had  been  removed. 
X-rays  proved  of  no  benefit.  Mercuric  cataphoric  treatment  was  ap- 
plied under  anaesthesia  giving  150  to  190  M.  A.  current  until  the  entire 
base  was  covered.  Thirty  days  after  the  treatment  the  entire  mass 
was  removed,  and  two  months  later  the  cavity  filled  in  with  soft  scar 
tissue.    One  year  has  elapsed  without  reinfection. 

My  experience  in  the  above  case  and  in  many  cases  of  skin 
cancers  which  I  have  reported  before  the  New  York  County  Society, 
have  proven  to  my  entire  satisfaction  that  mercuric  cataphoresis  is  a 
beneficial  electrical  modality  and  should  receive  more  careful  attention 
in  the  hands  of  the  surgeon  to  combat  this  dreadful  disease  in  its 
recurrent  form.  It  is  a  pitiful  ordeal  for  the  surgeon  to  commit  his 
patient  to  the  path  that  knows  but  one  ending,  when  all  his  talent  and 
painstaking  dissection  have  proven  a  failure  and  the  painful  road  to 
death  must  be  travelled. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  call  to  your  attention  a  drug  that  has  proven 
worthy  of  consideration  and  application  in  the  sloughing  stage  of 
cancer.  Powdered  calcium  carbide,  applied  freely,  seems  to  remove 
the  odor,  allay  pain  and  desiccate  the  parts. 

In  this  short  essay,  the  writer  has  endeavored  to  present  a  topic 
for  general  discussion,  knowing  that  assembled  at  this  meeting  are 
many  of  his  colleagues  whose  experience  have  been  more  extensive 
than  his. 

302  Sumner  Ave.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
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Notes  on  Typhoid  Fever. 

BY  L.  H.  WARNER,  A.M.,  M.D. 

On  the  suggestion  of  the  energetic  president  of  this  society,  I 
agreed  to  present  to  you  a  paper  on  -typhoid  fever ;  this  in  the  hope 
that  a  useful  discussion  might  take  place  upon  a  subject  which  not- 
withstanding the  attention  which  has  been  paid  to  it,  never  seems 
to  lose  interest.  This  is  doubtless  due  to  the  fact  that  typhoid  often 
runs  a  tragically  fatal  course.  I  confess  to  feeling  guilty  of  rashness 
in  venturing  to  speak  about  typhoid,  the  subject  being  so  large  and 
yet  so  well  worn.  Typhoid  is  one  of  the  commonest  of  all  infectious 
diseases,  and  must  always  possess  an  absorbing  interest  for  all  practi- 
tioners of  medicine.  Typhoid  fever  is  a  state  of  infection  by  the 
typhoid  bacillus  causing  a  profound  intoxication  and  certain  anato- 
mical lesions. 

As  far  as  statistics  go,  typhoid  was  known  since  the  early  days 
of  1760  under  various  names,  but  its  present  name  was  advocated  in 
1829  by  Louis.  According  to  history  typhoid  has  existed  siace  pre- 
historic times.  The  history  of  epidemics  as  written  by  Perciles  500 
years  before  Christ,  cites  cases  which  were  undoubtedly  typhoid. 
In  the  17th  century  Willis  of  England  first  differentiated  typhoid 
from  other  fevers,  but  the  clear  recognition  and  distinction  between 
the  two  fevers  was  first  set  forth  by  an  American,  Gebhardt,  of  Phila- 
delphia. In  1839  Valleix,  of  Paris,  corroborated  Gebhardt's  findings. 
All  doctrines  as  to  the  earlier  ideas  of  the  etiology  of  typhoid  have 
collapsed  since  1871,  when  Recklinghausen  observed  colonies  of  mi- 
crobes in  miliary  abscesses  of  the  kidney  in  the  course  of  typhoid  fever. 
This  new  finding  proved  an  incentive  to  the  investigators  of  that  day 
and  in  1880  Eberth  described  the  pathogenic  bacillus  of  typhoid.  I 
will  omit  speaking  of  the  morphology  or  identification  of  the  typhoid 
bacillus,  but  must  mention  some  of  the  statistics  as  to  its  persistence 
in  the  body.  It  may  persist  in  the  human  body  after  the  recovery  of 
the  patient,  and  the  latter  is  then  named  a  typhoid  carrier.  The  trans- 
mission of  the  typhoid  bacillus  is  brought  about  in  various  ways,  prin- 
cipally in  the  faeces,  urine,  water  and  milk  supply. 

Typhoid  bacilli  and  their  products  not  only  interfere  with  the 
functions  of  the  infected  organs  by  their  poisonous  action,  but  also 
cause  structural  changes.  They  have  an  especial  fondness  for  in- 
vading the  lymphoid  structures  of  the  lower  end  of  the  ileum,  the 
mesenteric  lymph  nodes,  the  spleen,  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  ileum, 
the  large  intestines,  the  jejunum,  the  larynx,  the  pharynx,  gall  bladder, 
and  bones.  I  need  not  describe  the  anatomical  lesions  in  detail  as 
they  are  too  well  known,  but  may  recall  that  we  may  have  typhoid 
fever  without  intestinal  ulceration.  The  period  of  incubation  varies 
from  eight  to  fourteen  days.  The  skin  shows  characteristic  lesions 
in  the  form  of  isolated  lenticular  rose  spots,  slightly  elevated  above 
the  surface  of  the  skin,  successive  crops  at  intervals  of  three  or  four 
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days.  Skin  is  dry  and  war-m  varying  with  the  deviation  of  the  tem- 
perature. The  dryness  is  not  constant,  there  being  periods  of  sweating 
more  or  less  profuse.  The  sweating  becomes  more  decided  as  the 
disease  progresses.  The  changes  in  the  blood  are  as  follows :  At 
beginning  RC,  are  normal.  A  decrease  has  a  direct  bearing  on  the 
severity  of  the  case.  Pulse  and  respiration  are  quickened  in  typhoid 
fever,  in  moderate  cases  the  pulse  runs  90  to  no  per  minute,  while 
in  severe  cases  a  rate  of  120  is  noted.  Temperature  runs  to  104.  In 
moderate  cases  respiration  is  24  to  28  times  per  minute,  and  in  severe 
cases  36  to  40,  though  only  a  slight  bronchitis  is  present.  Bronchitis 
of  greater  or  less  severity  is  constantly  found  in  typhoid  fever. 
Anorexia,  more  or  less  complete,  is  a  constant  symptom  of  typhoid 
fever.  Other  special  symptoms,  such  as  nausea,  vomiting,  coating 
of  tongue,  dry  lips,  tympanitis,  tenderness  on  pressure  in  ileac  region, 
enlargement  of  the  spleen,  diarrhoea  characteristics  of  stools,  etc.,  are 
too  well  known  to  receive  recapitulation. 

Of  great  importance  are  the  symptoms  of  derangement  of  the 
nervous  system,  viz. :  Headache,  vertigo,  pain  in  back  and  extremities, 
wakefulness,  somnolence,  delirium,  prostration,  tremor,  and  muscular 
spasms.  The  urine  in  T.  F.  cases  is  facsimile  to  urine  in  all  acute 
febrile  diseases.  Sp.  G.  ranges  from  1005  to  1040.  The  percentage 
of  urea  acid  is  generally  increased.  The  chlorides  are  diminished, 
albumen  and  casts  are  found  in  the  majority  of  cases,  and  sugar  very 
seldom.  The  toxidity  of  the  urine  is  increased  and  typhoid  bacilli 
are  present  in  the  majority  of  cases.  The  Diazo  reaction  of  Ehriich 
employed  in  T.  F.  cases  is  too  well  known  to  require  citation. 

Without  going  further  into  complications  and  sequelae,  a  word 
as  to  the  association  with  other  specific  diseases  may  be  in  order. 
T.  F.  may  be  complicated  by  scarlet  fever,  measles,  small-pox,  chicken- 
pox,  whooping  cough,  diphtheria,  typhus  fever,  and  malaria. 

Numerous  cases  of  the  latter  double  infection,  I  had  an  opportunity 
to  observe  while  at  Camp  Wyckoff  during  the  Spanish-American  War. 
The  varieties  of  T.  F.,  the  mild  form,  the  abortive  form,  the  afebrile 
form,  the  latent  or  ambulatory,  and  the  acute  form.  T.  F.  is  compara- 
tively rare  in  persons  over  fifty  years  of  age.  A  diagnosis  of  T.  F. 
is  not  at  all  an  easy  matter,  as  it  is  often  extremely  difficult,  or  even 
impossible,  unless  the  physician  resorts  to  laboratory  investigation,  con- 
sisting of  blood  examination  with  Widal  serum  test,  urinalysis,  with 
Diazo  reaction  and  bacteriological  culture  test  and  faecal  exudate  ex- 
amination by  culture  test.  The  prognosis  in  T.  F.  has  been  and  always 
should  be  guarded.  Treatment  should  be  considered  on  the  following 
lines : 

1.  Prophylaxis. 

2.  General  management. 

3.  Diet. 

4.  Special  forms  of  treatment. 

5.  Treatment  of  special  symptoms  and  complications. 

6.  Management  of  convalescence. 
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I  do  not  propose  to  dwell  at  any  length  on  all  these,  but  desire 
to  go  back  to  the  date  when  classical  experiments  demonstrated  that 
T.  F.  was  due  solely  to  the  presence  of  a  definite  micro-organism. 
Heretofore  doctors  and  chemists  had  talked  learnedly  of  such  and  such  a 
disease  being  due  to  a  particular  virus,  the  existence  of  which  was  as- 
sumed, but  not  proven.  Since  then  the  cause  of  one  infection  disease  after 
another  has  been  traced  directly  to  some  micro-organism,  and  in  the 
presence  of  successive  demonstrations  of  such  facts,  the  former  con- 
jectural hypotheses  had  to  fall  and  naturally  the  treatment  of  such 
diseases  changed.  Microorganisms  and  infectious  diseases  to-day  stand 
in  the  relation  of  cause  and  effect  and.  from  year  to  year  the  list  of  in- 
fectious diseases  has  swelled  and  amongst  them  we  find  the  most  serious 
that  afflict  mankind,  and  there  appears  no  doubt  that  in  this  era  of 
scientific  investigation  and  experimentation,  only  our  still  imperfect 
methods  of  investigation,  have  prevented  our  classifying  all  diseases 
due  to  microorganismal  invasion.  It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that 
the  discovery  of  means  of  successfully  combatting  the  different  micro- 
organisms merits  to  be  regarded  as  the  greatest  problem  of  curative 
science  and  one  of  unrivalled  importance  to  the  world  at  large.  To 
understand  and  appreciate  this  aright  one  must  first  get  a  clear  idea  of 
what  is  to  be  defended  and  how  it  is  situated.  The  human  body  is. com- 
posed of  cells  of  varied  structures  arranged  in  groupings  essential 
to  their  functional  activity,  each  possessing  its  individual  life  with  all  its 
necessities.  Each  cell  must  receive  due  nourishment  and  must  be  protect- 
ed from  influences  injurious  to  its  individual  vitality  if  it  is  to  continue 
its  effective  life.  In  a  complicated  organism  a  cell  differs  in  two  main 
characteristics  from  those  living  in  a  wholly  independent  life.  Each 
cell  is  a  world  of  its  own,  cut  off  from  the  external  world.  Penned 
up  among  its  fellows  its  real  environment  is  represented  by  the  blood 
stream  which  circulates  around  and  from  which  must  be  satisfied  all 
its  needs.  The  blood  brings  to  it  its  food,  and  the  oxygen  necessary 
for  its  work,  and  removes  directly  the  main  combustion  products,  and 
indirectly  all  the  products  which  result  from  its  activity.  The  blood, 
therefore,  must  be  kept  constant,  to  preserve  these  highly  specialized 
cells.  The  aforesaid  and  many  other  facts  clearly  testify  as  to  the 
value  of  blood  examination  and  serum  tests  in  coming  to  a  diagnosis 
of  T.  F. 

The  treatment  of  T.  F.  differs  very  little,  if  we  follow  the  teach- 
ings of  our  text-books  on  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics.  In  the 
convalescent  stage  I  prefer  to  give  glidine  to  any  other  predigested 
food.  Glidine  is  a  pure  vegetable  protein  food,  highly  concentrated, 
containing  lecithin  and  a  greater  proportion  of  albumen  than  any  other 
food  I  know  of.  It  is  practically  free  from  carbohydrates.  Of  late 
some  reports  have  appeared  in  leading  European  medical  journals 
citing  successful  results  in  T.  F.  from  the  use  of  anti-typhoid  vaccines. 
Abstracts  from  reports  of  leading  authorities  on  the  preparation  and 
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use  of  typhoid  vaccines  I  herewith  cite:  Lancet,  Aug.  7,  1909.  Report 
on  Haematology  and  Vaccine  Therapy,  Pres.  Sir  Alworth  Wright, 
of  London  (the  author  of  the  present  vaccine  theory).  He  first 
called  attention  to  the  curative  properties  of  vaccines  in  connection 
with  staphylococcic  in  1901,  when  living  microbes  were  used  for  the 
purpose  of  immunization,  but  in  the  anti-typhoid  vaccination  which  he 
had  instituted,  living  cultures  were  definitely  discarded  in  favor  of 
vaccines  killed  by  heat,  and  at  the  same  time  it  was  only  with  this  anti- 
typhoid work  that  the  changes  in  the  blood  following  innoculation  were 
studied  and  the  dosage  scientifically  adjusted. 

In  other  words,  the  era  of  the  study  of  the  opsonic  index  work 
was  inaugurated.  As  the  author  puts  it,  the  therapeutic  use  of  vac- 
cines began  with  tuberculin,  which  used  empirically  as  it  was  at  first 
was  a  jump  in  the  dark,  which  jump  fell  far  short.  He  insists  on 
the  great  importance  of  controlling  such  inoculation  by  blood  tests  as 
without  such  inoculation  he  is  in  the  same  position  as  the  early  users 
of  old  tuberculin,  who  were  quite  ignorant  of  the  changes  they  were 
including  in  the  body  by  their  inoculations.  It  was  only  by  systematic 
blood  tests  that  the  great  importance  of  the  negative  phase  wras 
recognized  and  the  consequent  necessity  for  the  use  of  minute 
medical  research,  and  thinks  a  pity  that  whereas  sportsmen  could  be 
found  who  would  institute  an  anti-grouse  league  for  the  investigation 
of  grouse  disease,  yet  it  seems  impossible  for  a  like  number  of  persons 
afflicted  with  diseases,  such  as  bronchitis,  asthma,  or  the  like,  to  form 
anti-bronchitis  or  anti-asthmatic  clubs  for  the  investigation  of  these 
specific  complaints.  Before  the  same  medical  body,  Dr.  Thomas  Hous- 
ton, of  Belfast,  reports  a  case  of  a  patient  who  had  symptoms  of 
cystitis,  accompanied  by  general  ill-health,  but  who  had  no  history 
of  an  acute  attack  of  T.  F.  He  had  reported  a  second  case  in  the 
Lancet,  Jan.  30,  1909,  page  311.  This  particular  patient  suffered  from 
headache,  but  had  no  fever.  Seven  years  ago  this  patient  (female) 
had  typhoid  fever,  and  since  then  six  patients  living  in  the  same 
houses  had  developed  the  disease.  This  patient  was  cured  with  typhoid 
vaccine.  For  treatment  he  prefers  autogenous  vaccines.  Dr.  A.  Cas- 
tellani  has  experimented  with  attenuated  live  cultures  in  typhoid  fever. 
He  maintains  that  the  use  in  man  of  live  typhoid  fever  vaccine,  pre- 
pared according  to  his  method  (  heating  of  non-virulent  broth  cultures 
at  50C),  is  not  dangerous.  He  considers  that  it  induces  a  higher 
degree  of  immunization  than  the  ordinary  vaccines  consisting  of  dead 
cultures.  Though  both  inoculations  may  consist  of  live  vaccine 
without  danger  the  routine  method  of  anti-typhoid  vaccina- 
tion, which  he  recommends  and  which  he  now  uses,  in  the  inocula- 
tion of  Jcc  of  the  usual  dead  vaccine  (Wright's)  followed  in  a  week's 
time,  by  the  innoculation  of  ice.  of  live  vaccine.  He  also  states  that 
mixed  vaccines  may  be  prepared  by  using  dead  or  live  attenuated  cul- 
tures of  typhoid  and  dysentery,  or  of  typhoid  paratyphoid  and 
dysentery. 
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Indeed  the  treatment  of  typhoid  fever,  by  typhoid  vaccines,  is- 
rational  and  will  ere  long  find  many  supporters.  The  medical  pro- 
fession and  public  are  tardy  and  loath  to  accept  the  teaching  of  scientific 
investigation.  It  has  been  so  for  ages  past,  is  so  now,  and  is  likely 
to  continue  for  some  time.  How  universal  was  the  opinion  that  the 
maladies  of  mankind  and  the  lower  animals  were  clinically  so  unlike, 
that  there  existed  an  inclination  to  use  this  fact  as  an  argument  against 
rather,  than  in  favor  of  the  doctrine  of  evolution.  Much  that  remains 
unexplained  in  pathology  may  be  made  clear  by  closer  attention  to 
the  diseases  of  animals,  and  the  laws  of  parasitology.  When  we  turned 
our  gaze  from  the  human  subject  to  the  insects,  we  cleared  the  mys- 
teries of  malaria  and  yellow  fever.  A  study  of  the  housefly  may  bring 
us  additional  data  most  valuable  to  aid  us  in  the  better  treatment  of, 
or  possibly,  the  total  eradication  of  typhoid  fever. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


Abortion. 

BY  R.  E.  HOLMES,  M.D. 

One  of  the  most  annoying  things  with  which  the  physician  has  to 
contend  is  abortion.  If  accidental  or  spontaneous  we  can  usually 
depend  upon  the  aid  of  the  patient;  but  if  designed,  no  such  aid  can 
be  expected.  The  picture  of  mental  anguish  and  physical  pain  often 
depicted  on  the  countenance  of  the  patient,  as  she  lies  in  bed  drenched 
with  her  own  blood,  with  pulse  weak,  and  face  pale  and  wan,  touches 
the  heart  of  the  physician,  and  appeals  for  his  best  efforts.  It  is  no 
time  to  consider  the  history  of  the  case,  or  the  tales  of  extenuating 
circumstances  often  related,  though  ordinarily  interesting  and  instruc- 
tive, have  little  weight  at  the  time. 

I  would  advise  viburnum,  Pulsatilla  or  other  harmless  drugs,  for 
sometimes  the  patient  is  mistaken ;  but  when  a  genuine  case  presents 
itself  we  should  apply  our  best  knowledge  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Spontaneous  cases  require  special  consideration  as  to  cause,  which 
is  usually  disease  of  the  uterus  or  ovaries. 

Women  who  lead  sedentary  and  luxurious  lives  are  more  likely  to 
abort.  Sometimes  abortion  is  caused  by  tuberculosis,  syphilis,  consti- 
pation, or  bladder  trouble. 

Accidental  causes  embrace  falls,  blows,  coitus  and  severe  exercise. 
Alany  times  foul  means  are  taken  to  produce  abortion :  the  use  of 
emmenagogs,  hat  pins,  hair  pins,  sounds,  catheter,  etc.  The  designed 
and  accidental  cases  should  be  treated  in  the  same  manner.  The  patient 
should  be  put  to  bed,  and  kept  very  quiet.  Some  form  of  opium  is 
always  indicated.  If  the  abortion  cannot  be  prevented,  we  should  take 
steps  to  empty  the  uterus  as  thoroughly  as  possible,  control  the  hemor- 
rhage and  keep  the  patient  quiet.  It  is  generally  supposed  that  an 
abortion  before  the  third  month  is  not  so  serious  as  one  at  a  later  time. 
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My  experience  has  been  that  abortion  at  six  weeks  or  two  months  is 
the  most  serious.  There  appears  to  be  an  adhering  membrane,  and  the 
effort  of  the  uterus  to  throw  it  off,  causes  great  pain.  It  is  generally 
well  to  use  the  curette,  especially  if  there  be  adhering  placenta.  I  use 
pure  carbolic  acid  on  a  swab  with  good  results.  I  also  use  wire  hook 
or  blunt  curette.  If  there  are  no  bad  symptoms,  I  give  the  uterus  a 
little  time  to  throw  off  its  contents  voluntarily.  The  most  distressing 
feature  in  emptying  the  uterus  is  the  hemorrhage,  to  check  which  I 
use  gallic  acid,  ergot,  cinnamon,  burnt  alum,  and  sulphate  of  iron.  If 
these  remedies  fail,  I  use  pack  with  kite-tail  tampon  or  roller  bandage. 
The  cervix  should  receive  careful  treatment  subsequently.  If  there 
be  a  congested  or  inflamed  condition  at  the  neck,  puncture  the  surface 
each  day,  and  touch  with  pure  carbolic  acid.  If  there  should  be  per- 
sistent discharge,  treat  with  carbolic  acid.  Cleanse  thoroughly  with 
peroxide  of  hydrogen.  This  has  been  my  plan  in  hundreds  of  cases,  and 
it  has  been  very  successful. 
Harrisburg,  Pa. 


Simple  Vegetable  Remedies  Versus  The  Knife. 

BY  WILLIAM  M.  GREGORY,  M.D. 

About  two  years  ago  a  stout  plethoric  young  lady  about  thirty 
years  old  consulted  me  about  a  constant  steady  pain  in  her  right 
side.  She  had  consulted  one  of  our  leading  allopathic  physicians 
and  at  his  request  had  also  consulted  a  well  known  Cleveland 
surgeon  and  both  doctors  had  agreed  that  it  was  a  well  marked 
•case  of  gall  stone  trouble,  and  could  only  be  cured  by  an  operation 
on  the  gall  bladder.  The  treatment  had  been  principally  morphine. 
I  informed  her  that  my  diagnosis  was  passive  congestion  of  the 
liver  induced  by  her  occupation,  as  she  weighed  about  200  pounds 
and  was  compelled  to  be  constantly  on  her  feet  by  her  duties  as 
a  postal  clerk. 

I  told  her  I  considered  the  case  entirely  amenable  to  medicine 
and  proceeded  to  give  her  a  thorough  course  of  treatment  with 
specific  gelsemium  bryonia  and  chionanthus  with  complete  recovery 
in  a  surprisingly  short  time.  Now,  why  operate  on  a  case  that 
can  be  relieved  by  simple,  safe  natural  remedies?  Every  con- 
scientious doctor  in  .the  U.  S.  should  ask  himself  that  question. 

Berea,  Ohio. 
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Items  from  the  Field  of  Neurology. 

BY   THEODORE  DAVIS  ADLERMAN,   A.B.,  M.D. 

In  tetany,  the  electrical  and  mechanical  irritability  of  the  motor 
nerves  is  peculiarly  increased.  If  pressure  be  made  over  the  median 
or  ulnar  nerves,  the  spasm  in  the  hand  is  increased,  or  during  its  ab- 
sence is  provoked.  Pressure  over  the  bronchial  artery  may  have  the 
same  effect,  and  this  is  known  as  "Trousseau's  sign,"  and  is  practically 
pathognomonic. 


Chrosteck  discovered  that  the  facial  nerve  could  be  aroused  by 
gentle  tapping  on  the  nerve,  as  with  a  percussion  hammer,  causing  a 
facial  contortion  exactly  limited  to  the  distribution  of  a  branch  or  of 
the  entire  nerve,  depending  upon  the  location  of  the  blows — and  this 
is  "Chrosteck's  sign." 


And  you  need  not  be  a  neurologist  to  know  the  above. 


According  to  Dr.  Pettey,  delirium  tremens  is  a  functional  disturbance 
coming  on  during  the  course  of  toxic  alcoholism  and  is  due  to  accumu- 
lation of  toxic  poison  in  the  blood.  The  indications  in  the  treatment 
are :  to  support  vital  functions,  control  and  arrest  of  delirium,  removal 
of  poison  from  the  blood,  supporting  action  of  heart,  promote  elimina- 
tion from  kidneys.  For  this  purpose,  the  normal  salt  solution  is 
given  by  rectum,  by  hypodermoloclysis,  and  in  severe  cases  intrave- 
nously. Calomel  is  given  in  full  doses  at  the  beginning  of  the  treatment. 
Spartein,  2  gr.  every  2  to  6  hours. 

In  a  treatise,  "Zur  Pathologie  und  Therapie  der  Alteriosklerose," 
Aufrecht  expresses  his  opinion  that  the  anantomical  process  of  arterios- 
clerosis has  its  origin  in  the  vasa-vasorum,  which  are  overloaded  with 
fed  blood  corpuscles,  the  walls  of  the  vessels  of  the  connective  tissue 
are  altered  and  the  result  is  an  obliteration  of  the  vasa-vasorum.  The 
media  and  infirma  next  undergo  changes,  arteriosclerosis  being  the  final 
outcome.    He  claims  good  results  from  the  following : 

Reduced  iron  gr.  xlv. 

Dried  sodium  carbon.  5i. 

Pulverized  licorice  5ss. 

Extract  of  licorice,  enough  to  make  sixty  pills. 
Sig.    2  pills  3  times  daily. 


Where  high  arterial  brain  pressure  exists  in  insomnia,  the  cautious 
employment  of  depresents,  as  aconitia,  gr.  1-50  at  bedtime,  or  several 
minims  of  tincture  of  aconite,  will  give  positive  results. 
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Are  we  all  becoming  insane?  Is  insanity  on  the  increase?  Some 
day  I  will  probably  take  this  up  and  write  a  paper.  For  the  present 
let  me  say  that  the  proportion  of  the  insane  to  the  normal  individuals 

is  about  i  to  300  of  the  population ! 


Plato  once  said :  "The  office  of  the  physician  extends  equally  to 
the  purification  of  mind  and  body;  to  neglect  the  one  is  to  expose  the 
other  to  evident  peril.  It  is  not  only  the  body  that  by  its  sound  con- 
stitution strengthens  the  soul,  but  the  well  regulated  soul  by  its  authori- 
ties maintains  the  body  in  perfect  health." 


Thiemich  (Berliner  Klinische  Woch.)  regards  enuresis  as  a  mani- 
festation of  hysteria  associated  with  or  related  to  a  neurotic  pollakiuria. 
He  furthermore  assumes  a  rather  sweeping  view  of  hysteria,  which 
most  neurologists  would  now  regard  as  untenable,  since  to-day  it  is 
generally  considered  a  rather  typical  psychoneurosis. 


Many  adult  neurasthenics  admit  having  suffered  enuresis  in  child- 
hood. 


Ecstasy,  catalepsy  and  trance  are  accidental  somnolent  states 
occurring  in  hysteria.  Ecstasy  is  a  more  or  less  transient  emotional 
state,  when  the  patient  is  transfixed,  as  it  were,  in  self-contemplation. 
When  there  is  general  muscular  rigidity  associated  for  some  period 
catalepsy  exists.  A  trance  is  a  passive  condition  of  quiet  somnolence 
in  which  the  patient  lies  motionless  with  all  functions  at  lowest  ebb. 

An  acutely  delirious  patient  must  not  be  allowed  to  go  naked 
if  the  weather  is  cold.  A  suit  of  strong  and  tough  material,  made 
to  lace  up  the  back,  must  be  placed  on  him  or  her,  with  an  adequate 
supply  of  underclothing,  and  if  the  sewing  is  done  with  stout  thread 
or  twine  it  cannot  be  broken.  In  acute  and  conscious  mania,  when 
the  tearing  is  done  for  sheer  wanton  mischief,  the  hand  should  be  fas- 
tened if  the  habit  is  persisted  in. 


We  can  distinguish  two  sorts  of  instincts,  personal  and  social. 
The  first  have  for  their  object  the  preservation  of  the  existence  of 
the  individual,  the  second  has  for  its  object  to  place  the  individual 
in  relation  with  his  species. 
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What  has  the  sex  of  a  patient  to  do  with  the  chance  of  insanity 
showing  itself?  Do  more  men  or  women  become  insane?  It  is  a 
question  not  easy  to  answer,  and  where  even  statistics  are  often 
apt  to  mislead.  That  women  outnumber  men  in  our  asylums  is 
certain.  In  every  asylum  there  is  a  larger,  ever  increasing  number 
of  females,  owing  to  their  lesser  mortality.  Many  of  them  sink  into 
quiet  dementia,  and  in  this  state  live  a  long  life,  while  a  large  num- 
ber of  males  who  suffer  from  general  paralysis  are  constantly 
admitted  into  asylums,  not  to  live,  but  to  die  and  be  replaced  by 
others.  While  a  woman's  nervous  condition  is  of  greater  instability, 
and  greatly  influenced  by  sexual  troubles,  still  a  large  number 
recover  to  break  down  again  at  some  future  time. 


Erotic  paranoia  is  rare  in  its  complete  development.  The  gist 
of  the  delusions  lies  in  an  imaginary  love  which  has  been  aroused 
in  some  person  of  the  opposite  sex,  and  usually  much  above  the 
patient's  own  standing.  The  subjects  Of  this  variety  of  paranoia 
are  psychically  and  physically  undeveloped,  who  look  upon  members 
of  the  opposite  sex  from  a  distance  and  from  romantic  ideas  about 
them. 


In  the  life  of  a  child  several  periods  present  differences  in  the 
form  assumed  by  insanity.  The  insane  baby  is  the  victim  of  motor 
agitation;  the  youngest  children  have  delirium,  nocturnal  frights;  in 
children  between  the  ages  of  seven  and  fourteen  the  hallucinatory  types 
of  mental  disorders  predominate. 


Sex  has  little  influence  in  the  evolution  of  the  psychoses  of 
childhood,  the  procreative  system  being  as  yet  undeveloped,  and  the 
peculiar  disorders  incident  to  its  rise  into  functional  activity  being 
impossible.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  however,  more  girls  than  boys 
become  insane. 


Drinks  taken  by  a  neurotic  child  should  be  sedulously  inquired 
into.  Tea,  coffee,  chocolate  and  cocoa  should  not  be  allowed  under 
twelve  years  of  age.  Pure  water  is  of  the  utmost  consequence.  Most 
of  them  have  too  little  water.  Wines  and  beer  should  be  avoided. 

7  Rogers  Avenue,  Brooklyn. 
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Potassium  Bichromate. 

In  very  large  doses  the  bichromate  of  potassium  is  an  irritant 
and  caustic,  and  its  effects  are  immediately  violent.  In  small  doses, 
alternated  with  aconite  and  phytolacca,  this  agent  is  of  great  value 
in  many  cases  of  diphtheria  and  pseudo-membranous  croup.  In 
these  cases  it  should  also  be  employed  as  a  gargle  every  two  or 
three  hours.  One-half  of  a  grain  of  the  powder  dissolved  in  four 
ounces  of  water  will  make  a  gargle  of  sufficient  strength.  If  nausea 
should  be  produced  by  this  prescription,  more  water  should  be  added 
to  it.  Sore  throat  resulting  from  cold,  and.  in  fact,  nearly  all  ordi- 
nary sore  throats,  are  promptly  relieved  by  this  gargle. 

In  doses  of  one  one-hifndredth  of  a  grain,  well  triturated  with 
sugar  of  milk,  the  bichromate  of  potassium  will  relieve  dry,  irritable 
bronchial  coughs.  It  is  also  useful  in  hoarseness  from  cold,  with  the 
accompanying  dry,  hard  and  irritating  cough.  Harsh,  rasping 
cough  in  the  upper  air  passages  is  influenced  in  a  curative  direction 
by  the  continued  use  of  this  remedial  agent,  and  in  all  conditions  in 
which  there  is  an  exudation  on  the  mucous  membranes  of  the  throat 
it  constitutes  a  superior  medicament. 

Externally  the  bichromate  of  potassium  in  powder  or  solution 
(one  to  four  drachms  to  three  ounces  of  water)  is  employed  as  a 
caustic  for  condylomata,  scrofulous  and  cancerous  growths,  and 
especially  as  an  application  to  nasal  polypi  and  other  new  growths. 

Bichromate  of  potassium  is  antiseptic  and  alterative.  In  powr- 
der  or  strong  solution  it  is  caustic.    In  large  doses  it  is  a  poison. 

Indications. — Exudation  upon  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
throat,  as  in  diphtheria  and  pseudo-membranous  croup ;  fetor  of 
the  breath  and  excretions ;  tendency  to  bleeding  of  the  mucous 
membranes ;  throbbing  headache  at  angles  of  forehead.  Locally,  as 
a  gargle :  Hoarseness,  with  thickening  and  irritation  of  the  mem- 
brane of  the  throat ;  exudation  upon  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
throat. 

Dose. — J  to  §  of  a  grain  (the  latter  is  emetic). 
U usual  Prescription. — E  Bichromate  of  potassium,  gr.  -|;  water, 
*iv.    M.    Sig.    Dose  one  teaspoonful  every  two  hours. 


Cascara  Sagrada. 

Cascara  sagrada  usually  constitutes  an  efficient  remedy  in  con- 
stipation, especially  when  the  abnormal  condition  is  due  to  torpor 
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of  the  colon,  although  in  some  persons  it  seems  to  have  but  little 
effect.  When  employed  for  constipation  it  should  be  administered 
in  small  and  frequently  repeated  doses,  and  the  frequency  then 
gradually  lessened  until  natural  functional  activity  of  the  bowels 
has  been  restored.  It  is  more  efficient  when  taken  upon  an  empty 
stomach  and  in  a  diluted  form.  Cascara  sagrada  has  been  employed 
as  a  tonic  to  the  entire  intestinal  tract  with  advantage,  and  in  some 
cases  of  dyspepsia  it  has  been  used  with  gratifying  results.  In 
gastric,  duodenal  and  biliary  catarrh,  with  jaundice,  it  is  deemed 
a  remedial  agent  of  usefulness,  and  in  some  forms  of  rheumatism 
it  has  given  good  results.  It  is  also  a  remedy  of  some  value  in  sick 
headaches,  and  in  hemorrhoids  it  exerts  a  relieving  influence. 

The  dose  of  cascara  sagrada  is  from  5  to  60  drops  of  the  specific 
medicine  or  a  good  fluid  extract. 


Great  Plantain. 

Plantain  exerts  a  soothing  influence  upon  the  brain,  and  aids 
in  inducing  refreshing  sleep.  It  has  been  employed  with  much 
advantage  in  nocturnal  enuresis  of  children,  due  to  relaxed  sphincter, 
and  in  menorrhagia  and  leucorrhea  it  has  often  proved  useful.  It 
is  also  employed  internally  and  locally  in  erysipelas,  inflammation 
of  glands,  especially  the  mammary  glands,  erythematous  skin  dis- 
eases, earache,  toothache,  cholera  infantum,  dysentery  and  diarrhea. 
In  toothache,  the  carious  tooth  should  be  cleansed,  made  dry,  and 
the 'medicine  applied  on  cotton.  Locally  it  is  applied  diluted  to 
accessible  parts. 

Plantain  was  a  favorite  remedy  of  Dr.  Wooster  Beach  and  his 
associates,  and  they  extensively  employed  it  both  internally  and  as 
a  local  application  to  insect  and  serpent  bites  and  stings,  with  won- 
derful success.    In  reporting  a  case  treated,  Dr.  Beach  said : 

"A  gentleman  was  bitten  above  the  knee  by  a  spider.  A  few 
minutes  after  he  perceived  a  pain  shooting  upward  from  the  spot, 
which  soon  reached  the  region  of  the  heart.  A  quantity  of  plantain 
was  immediately  gathered  and  bruised,  and  the  juice  squeezed  out 
and  swallowed,  which  stopped  the  progress  of  the  poison,  so  that  a 
cure  of  the  bite  was  quickly  obtained." 

Plantago  major  is  alterative,  diuretic,  antiseptic,  astringent,  ano- 
dyne and  demulcent. 

Indications. — Diseases  of  the  gastro-intestinal  mucous  surfaces 
when  there  are  pinching  or  colicky  pains ;  inflamatory  affections  of  the 
skin,  when  there  is  prickling,  itching  or  burning  pain ;  toothache  and 
earache. 

Dose. — Fluid  extract,  I  to  io  drops:  specific  medicine,  I  to  io 
drops. 

Usual  Prescription. — R  Plantago  major,  gtt.  x  to  xx ;  water, 
§iv.  M.  Sig.    Dose  one  teaspoonful  every  hour  or  two. 
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Sanguinaria  Canadensis — Blood  Root. 

Blood  root  was  a  favorite  remedy  of  the  early  Eclectics,  and  it 
contributed  in  no  small  degree  toward  the  great  success  of  Beach 
and  his  followers.  They  found  a  specific  use  for  it  in  many  wrongs 
of  life,  including  pneumonia,  hemorrhage  of  the  lungs,  croup,  pul- 
monary affections,  scarlet  fever,  hepatic  diseases  and  suppression  of 
the  menses. 

Sanguinaria  is  one  of  our  most  efficient  remedial  agents  in  dis- 
eases of  the  throat  and  air  passages.  As  a  cough  medicine  it  has 
but  few  equals,  and  when  specifically  indicated  will  alone  cure  many 
unpleasant  coughs.  It  also  constitutes  an  important  part  of  many 
cough  mixtures  which  have  been  found  useful  in  coughs  presenting 
no  marked  specific  indications.  In  chronic  coughs  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  continue  the  drug  for  a  considerable  period  of  time. 
Blood  root  is  an  agent  of  curative  power  in  many  cases  of  chronic 
skin  disease,  but  the  cases  must  be  carefully  selected  in  strict  accord- 
ance with  the  specific  indications  herein  given. 

"In  full  doses  we  employ  the  sanguinaria  as  a  stimulant  to 
mucous  membranes.  This  use  is  valuable  in  bronchitis  with  in- 
creased secretion,  and  in  atonic  conditions  of  stomach  and  bowels 
with  increased  secretion  of  mucous.  In  minute  doses  we  employ  it 
in  cases  of  cough  with  dryness  of  the  throat  and  air  passages,  feel- 
ing of  constriction  in  the  chest,  difficult  and  asthmatic  breathing, 
with  sensation  of  pressure.  In  the  same  doses  it  is  a  stimulant  to 
the  vegetative  system  of  nerves,  and  under  its  use  there  is  an  im- 
provement in  the  circulation,  in  nutrition,  and  secretion."  (Scudcrer.) 

"The  first  and  great  indication  for  sanguinaria  is  debility — 
atony — either  general  or  local.  There  is  usually  marked  torpidity 
of  the  body,  and  the  greater  the  torpor  the  greater  the  indications 
for  sanguinaria.  The  body  is  cold,  languid ;  the  sympathetic  is  away 
below  par.  In  most  diseases  to  which  it  is  applicable  the  unucous 
membrane  is  involved,  and  there  is  itching  and  burning  of  its  sur- 
face ;  there  is  a  sense  of  constriction,  a  fullness  of  the  throat,  swal- 
lowing and  breathing  become  difficult,  there  is  a  sense  of  pressure 
or  weight  about  the  suprasternal  notch — the  patient  fears  asthma — 
he  seems  asthmatic.  Besides  these  symptoms  there  is  a  perverted 
secretion  (especially  as  to  quantity)  of  the  mucous  membrane. 
Prof.  Scudder  made  this  distinction  as  to  dose  of  sanguinaria,  and 
we  find  it  nowhere  else.  When  there  is  profuse  secretion  with 
debility  the  full  dose  acts  as  a  tonic  or  stimulant,  and  is  curative ; 
but  when  the  same  condition  of  atony  or  debility  is  present  and  the 
secretions  scant,  the  surface  dry  and  irritable,  the  minute  dose  is 
indicated,  and  the  large  dose  positively  contraindicated. 

"In  many  cases  of  membranous  croup,  but  not  in  all,  sanguinaria 
is  the  most  efficient  remedy.  The  throat  burns,  is  swollen,  with 
pain  on  swallowing;  there  is  a  feeling  of  rawness,  etc.  The  remedy 
must  not,  in  this  case,  be  given  for  its  emetic  effects,  but  in  much 
smaller  doses. 
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"It  is  also  an  excellent  remedy  for  cough  if  it  is  dry,  irritable, 
hacking,  teasing,  a  tickling  in  the  throat.  We  find  such  a  cough 
with  many  diseases ;  in  pneumonia,  with  difficult  expectoration ;  in 
bronchitis,  in  laryngitis,  etc.  To  sanguinaria,  in  cough  of  a  pectoral 
origin,  many  physicians  add  with  benefit  wild  cherry  in  some  form 
or  other. 

"In  many  chronic  cases  sanguinaria  is  a  most  active  remedy  for 
good.  Given  a  case  of  chronic  amenorrhea  in  which  there  is  a 
general  torpor  of  the  body,  the  patient  is  cold,  languid,  there  is  no 
response  to  the  usual  milder  remedies.  Here  sanguinaria  becomes 
an  emmenagogue.  Because  of  its  special  action  on  the  reproductive 
organs  of  the  female,  but  more  especially  because  of  its  general 
stimulating  and  tonic  action  upon  the  body  through  the  vegetative 
system  of  nerves,  the  menstrual  flow  is  brought  about. 

"In  other  chronic  maladies,  with  the  broken-down  constitution, 
such  as  ulceration  of  the  rectum,  prolapsus,  fistulse,  chronic  ulcers  of 
any  part  of  the  body,  or  a  tendency  to  ulceration  at  the  orifices  of 
the  body  or  at  the  angles  of  the  mouth,  in  scrofula,  in  diseases  of 
the  liver,  in  rheumatism,  and  even  in  phthisis  pulmonalis,  san- 
guinaria proves  to  be  a  source  of  salvation  to  the  sufferer. 

"In  chronic  nasal  catarrh,  or  in  acute  coryza,  with  much  sneez- 
ing and  tingling,  with  pain  at  the  root  of  the  nose,  nose  alternately 
dry  and  moist,  and  many  times  a  profuse  watery,  acrid  discharge, 
with  loss  of  smell  and  taste,  sanguinaria  is  a  most  reliable  remedy. 
The  same  may  be  said  of  it  in  certain  cases  of  spasmodic  asthma, 
and  this  is  especially  true  when  there  is  a  free  discharge. 

"We  prescribe  sanguinaria  with  much  confidence  in  many  cases 
of  whooping  cough.  It  will  not  cut  the  disease  short  (nor  will  any 
other  remedy  known  to  us),  but  it  will  greatly  relieve  the  most  dis- 
tressing symptoms  and  lessen  the  number  of  paroxysms.  The  same 
is  true  of  sanguinaria  when  it  is  prescribed  in  many  of  those  severe 
headaches  where  there  is  nausea,  chilliness,  a  fullness  of  the  head, 
vertigo,  etc."  (Bloyer.) 

Sanguinaria  canadensis  in  small  doses  is  a  stimulant  and  tonic. 
In  large  doses  it  is  sedative,  expectorant,  diuretic  and  diaphoretic.  In 
very  large  doses  it  acts  as  a  harsh  emetic  and  narcotic.  Excessive 
doses  have  caused  death. 

Indications. — Tickling  sensation  in  the  throat,  or  irritation  of  the 
throat  with  cough ;  bronchitis,  with  increased  secretion ;  atonic  condi- 
tion of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  with  increased  secretion  of  mucus; 
throat  and  air  passages  dry,  hot  and  swollen ;  harsh  and  dry  cough ; 
sense  of  uneasiness  and  burning  in  the  stomach,  with  nervousness ; 
laryngitis,  with  cough  and  tickling  or  dryness  of  the  throat ;  respiratory 
diseases,  when  the  inspiration  is  difficult  and  the  throat  and  air  pas- 
sages dry,  hot  and  swollen ;  sense  of  constriction  in  the  throat,  with 
difficulty  in  deglutition. 
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Dose. — Fluid  extract,  I  to  10  drops  (the  latter  is  emetic)  ;  specific 
medicine,  i  to  10  drops  (the  latter  is  emetic). 

Usual  Prescription. — 1>  Sanguwfaria,  gtt.  v  to  xxx;  water,  giv. 
M.  Sig.    Dose  one  teaspoon ful  every  one,  two,  or  three  hours. 

The  nitrate  of  sanguinaria  undoubtedly  represents  the  medicinal 
properties  of  sanguinaria  canadensis  to  the  fullest  extent  desired,  and 
for  internal  use  is  a  favorite  preparation  of  the  drug.  It  is  freely 
soluble  in  water. 

Dose. — 1-20  to  i  grain  (the  latter  is  emetic). 

Usual  Prescription. — 1>  Sanguinaria  nitrate,  gr.  i  to  ij ;  water, 
*  iv.    M.  Sig.    Dose  one  teaspoonful  every  two  to  three  hours. 

Dose  of  Trituration  (ten  parts  of  nitrate  of  sanguinaria  to  ninety 
parts  of  sugar  of  milk). — ^  to  I  grain. 

[The  foregoing  article  on  sanguinaria  is  taken  from  John  Wm. 
Fyfe's  new  book  entitled  "Specific  Diagnosis  and  Specific  Medication."] 


Society  -Meetings 


SOCIETY  CALENDAR. 

National  Eclectic  Medical  Association.  Meets  at  Boston  in  June,  1910. 
G.  W.  Thompson,  M.D.,  president;  W.  P.  Best,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Meets  at  New 
York,  May,  1910.  S.  A.  Hardy,  M.D.,  president;  E.  H.  King,  M.D.,  sec- 
retary. 

Massachusetts  Eclectic  Medical  S  ociety.  Meets  first  Thursday  and  Fri- 
day of  June,  in  Boston.  D.  P.  Borden,  M.D.,  president;  Pitts  Edwin  Howes, 
M.D.,  secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York.  Meets 
third  Thursday  in  each  month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  Street.  C.  Lloyd, 
M.D.,  president;  H.  Harris,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Kings  County  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  annually  in  February. 
Theodore  Adlerman,  M.D.,  president;  A.  B.  Wolf,  M.D.,  secretary. 

New  York  Specific  Medication  Club.  Meets  second  Thursday  in  each 
month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  Street.    James  Moran,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Boston  District  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  the  fourth  Monday  of 
each  month,  excepting  July  and  August,  at  "The  Thorndike,"  Boylston 
street.  F.  G.  Phillimore,  M.D.,  president;  Pitts  Edwin  Howes,  M.D.,  sec- 
retary. 


The  National. 

The  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association  will  meet  at  the  Hotel 
Vendome,  Boston,  Mass.,  June  28  to  July  1,  19 10. 

At  this  time  •  Boston  is  a  tourist  point,  and  round  trip  tickets  are 
sold  from  all  points  at  about  a  fare  and  a  half.  Consult  your  nearest 
ticket  agent  for  tourist  joutes  and  side  trips. 

[Members  of  the  National  must  pay  their  annual  dues  of  Two 
Dollars  through  their  State  Society  Secretary  this  Spring. 
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New  applicants  who  wish  to  join,  must  be  members  of  their  State 
Society,  and  join  through  it  on  payment  of  Two  Dollars  in  addition  to 
State  Society  dues.  This  includes  the  subscription  to  the  new  National 
Quarterly.  There  are  now  nearly  800  members  in  the  National  out  of 
a  possible  2,300  State  members. 

Names  of  all  new  applicants  will  be  printed  in  the  June  Quarterly 
and  voted  on  in  Boston. 

Don't  fail  to  pay  your  Two  Dollars  for  the  National  through  your 
State  Society,  and  attend  the  lioston  meeting  if  you  can. 

W.  N.  Mundy,  M.  D.,  Corres.  Secy. 

Forrest,  Ohio. 


Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society 
o£  the  City  and  County  of  New  York  was  held  in  the  College 
auditorium,  Thursday  evening.  February  17th,  1910,  President  Lloyd 
presiding. 

The  minutes  of  the  January  meeting  were  approved  as  read. 
The   secretary   read   an   essay   by   Dr.    E.    DiLeo,  entitled 
"Acromegaly." 

The  paper  was  discussed  by  Dr.  Hyde  who  reported  two  cases. 
He  quoted  statistics  in  which  post  mortem  examination  in  seventy- 
seven  cases  showed  pathological  changes  in  the  pituitary  bodies  in 
all  but  four  cases.  He  described  the  operation  for  removal  of  the 
pineal  gland  through  the  nasal  fossa,  and  its  development  from 
embryonic-  tissues.  Skulls  of  giants,  he  asserted,  always  show 
large  sellae  turcicae,  tending  to  prove  the  function  of  the  gland 
in  regulating  trophic  processes. 

Dr.  T.  D.  Adlerman  dwelt  upon  the  obscurity  of  the  etiology  and 
pathology  of  the  disease,  as  well  as  its  resistance  to  treatment. 

Dr.  Watkins  reported  no  characteristic  blood  changes  in 
acromegaly,  but  a  decided  tendency  to  poikilocytosis. 

Drs.  Harris  and  Hyde  reported  cases  of  spastic  paralysis  due 
to  traumatic  injury  to  the  \~ertebrae. 

Dr.  Heeve  reported  a  moribund  case  of  diphtheria  which  re- 
sponded to  treatment  only  after  42,000  units  of  antitoxin  had  been 
injected  within  forty-eight  hours. 

Dr.  Thompson  believes  that  if  no  result  is  visible  within  thirty- 
six  hours,  antitoxin  will  fail.  He  always  uses  his  usual  remedies 
in  conjunction  with  the  serum. 

Attention  was  called  to  the  annual  ball  of  the  Manhattan 
Nurses'  Instructive  Association,  March  3rd,  after  which  the  Society 
adjourned. 

H.  HARRIS, 

Secretary. 
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New  York  Specific  Medication  Club. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  New  York  Specific  Medication 
Club  was  held  in  the  College  parlors,  Feb.  10,  1910.  Pres.  Ovid  A. 
Hyde  presiding,  Dr.  James  Moran  recording. 

After  roll  call  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  approved 
as  read 

Dr.  Alperin  read  an  essay  on  Rhus  tox,  with  therapeutic  indica- 
tions. The  freshly  gathered  leaves  are  the  parts  used.  Most  persons 
are  poisoned  by  handling.  It  causes  an  erysipelatous  inflammation  of 
the  skin  with  excessive  swelling  in  many  casss.  Rhus  tox  is  indicated 
in  almost  all  cases  of  rheumatism  and  in  painful  neuralgias ;  also  in  scar- 
let fever  and  typhoid,  erysipelas  and  bronchial  cough.  In  cases  of 
gastro  intestinal  diseases  he  has  used  the  remedy  with  marked  benefit. 
It  is  most  valuable  in  erysipelas  in  the  head  and  face. 

Dr.  Boskowitz  opened  the  discussion  and  complimented  the  essayist 
on  his  excellent  paper  and  gave  a  short  account  of  indications  of  the 
drug,  and  related  a  number  of  cases  in  which  he  had  used  the  drug  with 
great  benefit.  He  had  used  it  in  erysipelas  of  the  face  with  excellent 
results;  also  in  itching  of  the  skin,  in  small  doses  gtt.  v.  to  §v.  Sig. 
5i.  every  two  to  three  hours.  He  had  also  used  it  where  there  was 
burning  after  urination,  and  scalding  in  the  deep  urethra.  In  many 
cases  he  combines  gelsemuim  with  it.  Dr.  T.  D.  Adlerman  had  used 
it  with  considerable  success  in  some  forms  of  epilepsy,  in  doses  5ss.  to 
§iii,  3i  every  two  hours. 

Dr.  Mallowitz  spoke  of  the  necessity  of  distinguishing  between 
Rhus  tox  and  Shumack. 

Dr.  Ovid  A.  Hyde  said  he  had  a  patient  who  tried  to  dig  up  the 
plant  Rhus  tox,  but  whose  hands  became  quite  ulcerated,  shortly  after 
exposure. 

Dr.  Mac  Dermott,  in  discussing  the  paper,  said  he  had  used  the 
drugs  in  diseases  of  children  and  adults  with  very  satisfactory  results. 
In  a  case  of  erysipelas  of  the  head  and  face  Rhus  tox  did  not  seem 
to  act  as  well  as  some  other  drugs. 

Dr.  C.  W.  Brandenburg  spoke  of  the  drug,  and  that  he  had  found 
chloride  of  ammonia  in  solution,  a  good  antidote  for  poisoning  of 
Rhus  tox. 

Dr.  Gombar  said  he  had  found  Rhus  tox  to  act  like  a  charm  in 
acute  articular  rheumatism. 

Dr.  Alperin,  in  closing,  thanked  the  members  for  the  cordial  man- 
ner in  which  his  paper  was  received. 

Dr.  Boskowitz  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  essayist  of  the 
evening,  which  was  carried. 

The  society  then  adjourned. 

JAMES  MORAN,  M.D.,  Secretary. 
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^elections 


Death  From  Gelsemium  Poisoning. — Dr.  Pellew,  Balaclava, 
S.  A.,  contributed  the  following  notes  to  the  South  Australian  Branch 
of  the  British  [Medical  Association : 

'"H.  R.,  aged  57,  died  suddenly  after  about  three  hours'  illness 
at  2  A.  M.,  on  October  4,  1908.  As  he  was  dead  on  my  arrival,  I 
had  no  opportunity  of  marking  his  symptoms.  He  had  gone  to 
bed  in  usual  health  at  about  1 1  o'clock,  after  taking  a  rectal  in- 
jection, prescribed  by  a  well-known  irregular  practitioner  of  Mel- 
bourne. Symptoms  came  on  in  about  half  an  hour,  and  consisted, 
so  I  was  told,  in  giddiness,  a  choking  sensation,  with  a  pain  in  the 
chest,  ataxy,  muscular  twitching?  and  violent  struggling.  The  patient 
believed  himself  to  be  dying,  as  he  said  he  would  be  gone  before  the 
arrival  of  the  doctor,  and  his  prognostication  proved  to  be  correct." 
The  herbalist  who  furnished  the  drug  was  tried  but  acquitted. — 
Homeopathic  Recorder. 

Almost  Xo  Medicine  at  All. — "In  the  15th  and  16th  centuries 
the  strange  genius  of  Paracelsus,  followed  by  Von  Helmont,  gave  a 
new  impetus  to  medical  science.  He  introduced  chemical  preparations 
with  their  claims  of  spiritual  essence.  The  Tatro  chemical  school  de- 
veloped with  the  theory  that  many  symptoms  of  diseases  were  caused 
by  passions  and  perturbation  of  the  Archeus ;  therefore,  medicines 
were  given  to  modify  the  ideas  of  the  Archeus." 

"In  i624-'89  Sydenham  brought  his  theories  to  bear  a  great  in- 
fluence upon  the  medical  world.  He  said :  'You  cannot  imagine  how 
far  a  little  observation  carefully  made  by  a  man  not  tied  up  to  the  four 
humors  of  Galen,  or  the  sal,  sulphur  and  mercury  of  Paracelsus,  or  to 
the  acid  and  alkali  of  Sylvan,  which  has  of  late  prevailed,  will  carry  a 
man  in  the  cure  of  disease  with  very  little  things  and  almost  no  medi- 
cine at  all.'  "—Dr.  E.  R.  Elisen,  S.  Y.,  in  Medical  Brief. 

Sydenham  would  have  been  a  leader  in  Homeopathy  had  he  lived 
later. — Homeopathic  Recorder. 


Therapeutics  of  Calcium  Sulphide. 

1.  Calcium  sulphide  will  disinfect  and  bring  about  absorption  of 
even  large  quantities  of  pus  and  will  prevent  pus  formation.  For 
some  reason,  possibly  non-absorption  or  age  of  drug,  it  is  not  always 
specific.  2.  Calcium  sulphide  appears  to  be  a  specific  cure  and  con- 
trainfectant  as  well  as  prophylactic  in  typhus  enanthematosus,  vari- 
ously known  as  famine-fever,  prison-fever,  and  ship-fever.  3.  Cal- 
cium sulphide  appears  to  be  an  efficient  prophylactic  for  scarlet  fever 
and  distinctly  modifies  scarlet  fever  and  measles.  4.  It  prevents 
pustulation,  pitting  and  secondary  fever  in  smallpox,  very  decidedly 
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shortens  the  disease,  and  appears  to  lessen  if  not  entirely  destroy 
the  contagion,  and  also  to  act  as  an  efficient  prophylactic  in  the 
absence  of  vaccination.  A  series  of  cases  are  reported  that  con- 
vincingly substantiate  these  claims.  The  dose  of  calcium  sulphide 
varies  according  to  the  patient  and  seems  more  dependent  upon  con- 
stitution than  upon  age  or  body-weight.  The  rule  is,  small  doses 
frequently  repeated  to  effect,  then  enough  to  continue  effect.  The 
physiological  effect  of  calcium  sulphide  saturation  is  the  odor  of 
sulphuretted  hydrogen  from  the  skin  and  breath,  not  belching  from 
the  stomach. — Clarence  D.  Ussher,  M.D.,  Van,  Turkey-in-Asia. 

Council. 


Macrotys — The  Rights  of  an  Established  Name. 

"The  pharmacist's  familiarity  with  the  origin  of  the  crude  drugs, 
his  knowledge  of  the  variations  and  changes  in  botanical  nomencla- 
ture, and  his  acquaintance  with  the  methods  whereby  combinations 
are  effected,  give  him  a  peculiar  advantage  in  assisting  the  correc- 
tion of  errors  or  misstatements.  As  an  example  of  what  is  possible 
in  this  respect,  the  botanical  name  of  cimicifuga  has  been  success- 
fully changed  from  macrotys  racemosa  to  actaea  racemosa,  and  that 
to  the  present  form  of  cimicifuga  racemosa.  It  would  be  quite  possi- 
ble to  make  a  palatable  preparation  of  cimicifuga  and  exploit  it  under 
the  obsolete  title  of  macrotys,  referring  to  it  as  'an  indigenous  drug 
of  unusual  value  in  the  treatment  of  certain  nervous  affections,'  and 
thus  impose  upon  a  large  proportion  of  medical  practitioners  who 
are  not  aware  of  the  manipulations  to  which  botanical  nomenclature 
may  be  subjected." — American  Journal  of  Pharmacy,  October,  1906. 

The  above  from  an  article  by  Dr.  Charles  H.  LaWall,  is  of  some 
little  interest  to  Eclectics  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  it  is  a  fragment 
of  a  paper  in  which  the  author  is  attacking,  and  very  properly,  the 
method  adopted  by  some  people  of  introducing  to  physicians  un- 
known plants,  or  even  fictitious  plants,  which  can  not  be  found  any- 
where. 

During  our  experience  we  have  come  across  many  of  such  im- 
positions, and  have  exposed  not  a  few  of  them.  But  it  can  be  said 
that  the  artful  manipulators  of  such  impositions  have  heretofore 
been  able  to  bloom  out  in  some  other  similar  direction  without, 
seemingly,  being  very  much  disturbed  over  a  previous  exposure. 

In  the  case  Dr.  LaWall  mentions,  however,  we  would  call  to 
our  readers'  attention  the  fact  that  the  term  "macrotys,"  made  popu- 
lar by  Rafinesque  in  the  beginning  of  the  last  century,  was  adopted 
by  the  Eclectic  school  in  medicine  as  the  proper  name  of  the  plant 
now  known  by  botanists  as  cimicifuga  racemosa.  This  name, 
macrotys,  has  always  been  the  preferred  name  in  Eclectic  literature, 
and  is  the  dominating  name  now  employed  in  many  directions,  be- 
ing  the  term  perhaps  best  known  to  the  users  of  Eclectic  remedies. 
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Whilst  upon  this  subject,  we  can  not  but  resist  the  custom  of 
changing  established  names  in  therapy  and  in  pharmacy  for  the  fleet- 
ing perambulations  of  the  professional  botanist.  The  discovey  of  a 
title  antedating  a  present  name  may  lead  a  professional  botanist  to 
introduce  that  long-dormant  title  as  primary,  this  name  retaining 
its  place  in  botanic  literature  until  another  anticipator  of  the  name 
is  discovered,  when  it  may  be  again  changed  in  name.  Thus,  if  the 
professions  of  medicine  and  pharmacy  are  willing  to  be  thus  buffeted 
about,  the  botanist  may  lead,  and  does  lead,  the  physician  and  the 
pharmacist  a  merry  dance  among  the  names  that  are  juggled  into 
existence  and  out  again. 

Take  for  example  the  well-known  plant  established  a  century 
ago  under  the  name  "Helonias."  Who  of  the  users  of  that  drug,  be 
he  Eclectic  or  otherwise,  employs  the  term  "Chamaelirium,"  which 
is  now,  and  for  years  has  been,  the  dominating  name  in  botany? 
And  who  of  the  users  of  a  drug  established  in  this  way  cares  for  the 
wanderings  of  the  pedigree-botanist  who  is  hunting  up  the  musty 
records  of  the  past  in  order  to  change  a  name  to  conform  to  an  ap- 
plication given  to  it  by  a  stumbling  discoverer  in  the  far-distant 
past?  Amerigo  Vespucci  once  wrote  a  book  about  a  recently  dis- 
covered land,  and  thus  it  was  that  the  continent  was  called  by  his 
name,  America.  Who  would  now  advocate  the  changing  the  name 
America  to  Columbia,  or  Columbiana,  even  though  it  might  be  found 
that  Columbus  had  recorded  such  a  name,  which  should,  if  botanical 
precepts  be  right,  have  been  given  to  the  newly  discovered  conti- 
nent? 

But  our  aim  is  not  to  point  out  the  wrongs  that  may  be  done 
in  such  directions  as  this  by  the  intrusive  botanist,  who  seeks  not 
to  disturb  us,  but  to  say  that  the  term  macrotys  racemosa  is  the 
authorized  name  of  the  drug  that  is  used  most  largely  by  those  who 
use  that  drug,  and,  under  the  name  macrotys,  have  done  so  since 
the  day  of  Rafinesque,  nearly  a  century  ago. 

Lloyd. 


Trillium  Latifolium. 

The  ECLECTIC  REVIEW  states  that  this  old  remedy,  known 
as  trillium  latifolium  and  trillium  erectum,  as  well  as  by  several 
other  names,  is  to  be  found  among  the  numerous  indigenous  plants 
which  were  frequently  used  by  the  early  Eclectics,  and  with  which 
they  secured  most  satisfactory  results  in  their  treatment  of  the 
wrongs  of  life,  but  it  is  now  seldom  mentioned  in  our  journals. 

Beth-root  was  employed  in  catarrhal  bronchitis  with  marked 
success,  and  was  deemed  especially  useful  in  cases  characterized 
by  very  profuse  expectoration,  and  it  was  also  deemed  a  remedy 
of  merit  in  excessive  action  of  the  kidneys.  In  the  early  stages  of 
phthisis  it  exerts  a  soothing  influence  over  the  troublesome  cough, 
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and  is  especially  valuable  when  a  tendency  to  hemorrhage  is  mani- 
fested, and  in  functional  diseases  of  the  heart  it  has  been  employed 
with  beneficial  results.  In  passive  uterine  hemorrhage  it  may  well 
take  the  place  of  more  frequently  employed  drugs,  and  in  menor- 
rhagia  its  action  is  often  curative. 

Dr.  Wooster  Beach  frequently  employed  trillium,  and  regarded 
it  as  an  efficient  astringent,  alterative,  tonic  and  antiseptic.  The 
doctor  and  his  followers  deemed  it  a  curative  remedy  in  "immoder- 
ate menstrual  evacuation,  spitting  of  blood,  hectic  fever,  asthma, 
cough  and  leucorrhea." 

The  dose  of  trillium  is  from  30  to  60  drops. — The  Medical  Sum- 
mary. 


Treatment  of  Amenorrhea. 

The  great  majority  of  cases  of  amenorrhea  in  my  experience 
are  purely  functional  in  their  origin  and  character.  The  commonest 
causes  to  which  they  are  attributable  are  chlorosis,  tuberculosis 
and  bad  hygiene.  Acute  suppression,  which  is  usually  temporary, 
is  most  often  due  to  taking  cold.  Of  the  structural  variety,  the  most 
frequent  cause  is  to  be  found  in  an  infantile  uterus.  The  train  of 
symptoms  commonly  includes  weakness,  hot  and  cold  flushes,  pelvic 
aching,  spots  before  the  eyes,  and  general  nervous  symptoms.  In 
cases  of  infantile  uterus  these  symptoms  are  less  pronounced  than 
in  the  functional  cases.  I  make  a  physical  examination  of  these 
patients  in  all  cases  except  in  virgins.  In  these  I  attempt  to 
handle  the  case  by  general  treatment  first,  and  then  if  unsuccessful 
I  make  a  physical  examination  under  an  anesthetic. 

In  acute  cases,  due  to  taking  cold,  I  give  hot  vaginal  douches, 
saline  rectal  enemata,  and  internally  exhibit  citrate  of  magnesia, 
quinine  and  Dover'.,  powders.  I  order  rest  in  bed,  and  the  local 
application  of  heat  to  the  abdomen.  Where  chlorosis  is  the  under- 
lying trouble  I  advise  fresh  air  and  light  exercise,  and  a  nourishing 
diet  of  eggs,  milk  and  red  meats,  and  give  iron,  arsenic  and 
manganese.  I  use  hydrotherapy  in  the  shape  of  hot  sitz  bath  and 
spinal  douche,  generally  with  good  results.  In  nervous  cases  of 
the  functional  type  I  employ  electricity,  giving  high  frequency  per 
vaginam,  galvanism  to  the  spine  and  the  lower  abdomen. 

In  cases  of  infantile  uterus  I  practice  gradual  and  frequent 
dilatation,  and  also  recommend  the  stem  pessary.  Where  the 
cervix  is  stenosed  I  restore  the  patency  by  perforating  the  obstruc- 
tion, dilate  under  an  anesthetic,  and  keep  the  canal  packed.  I  do 
not  believe  that  as  a  rule  pregnancy  has  any  favorable  influence 
upon  amenorrhea.  In  my  experience  I  have  never  known 
pregnancy  to  occur  during  actual  amenorrhea. — Dr.  Salinger  in 
Medical  Standard. 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW 


83 


Items 


The  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  of  Cincinnati  will  hereafter 
he  known  as  The  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  Cincinnati. 

AN  OPEN  LETTER. 

Cincinnati,  February  8,  1910. 
W,  A.  Puckner,  M.  D.,  Secretary  Council  of  Pharmacy, 
Chicago,  111. 

Dear  Doctor: 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  ten  letters  addressed  to  teachers  of  materia 
medica.  Nearly  all  of  the  criticisms  and  suggestions  therein  apply 
to  the  meager  teaching  of  materia  medica  in  the  average  allopathic 
college. 

Eclectics  do  not  run  after  German  synthetics,  untried  serums 
and  pseudo-scientific  nostrums.  The  reputation  and  sale  of  all 
the  nostrums  complained  of  were  made  by  regular  physicians. 

The  Eclectics  have  a  wealth  of  materia  medica  in  indigenous 
plant  remedies,  which  have  been  in  constant  use  for  seventy-five 
years  by  thousands  of  true  students  of  materia  medica. 

It  seems  absurd  to  us  to  have  the  erudite  but  unsophisticated 
Council  of  Pharmacy  reject  remedies  like  cactus,  helonias,  dios- 
corea,  echinacea  and  baptisia  (see  Journal  of  A.  M.  A.),  because 
they  are  not  recommended  by  Cushny,  Brunton,  Dixon,  Briz, 
Sollman,  or  the  United  States  Dispensatory. 

Why  not  have  your  committee  study  the  materia  medica  of 
Ellingwood,  Fyfe,  King's  American  Dispensatory,  Locke.  Peter- 
sen, Scudder  and  Webster,  and  learn  of  a  hundred  remedies  of  which 
your  Council  of  Pharmacy  knows  little  or  nothing? 

The  great  difficulty  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  dominant  school 
will  not  accept  evidence  from  liberal  sources,  but  must  wait  until 
the  uses  of  four  remedies  filter  through  some  alleged  foreign  dis- 
coverer. 

Keep  on  with  your  letters  to  teachers  of  materia  medica  in 
regular  schools,  and  you  may  eventually  accomplish  some  enlightenment. 
Very  sincerely, 

R.  L.  THOMAS,  M.  D.. 
Dean  Eclectic  Medical  Institute. 


Dr.  Adam  B.  Wolf  has  removed  his  office  to  172  Foxhall  St. 
corner  of  Fresh  Pond  Road.  Borough  of  Queens. 
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The  entertainment  and  dance  of  the  Manhattan  Visiting  and 
Instfuctive  Nurses'  Association  at  The  Plaza  on  March  3d,  was  a 
social  as  well  as  financial  success. 


"Mac"  looked  a  wee  bit  lonesome. 


Prepare  your  paper  for  State  and  National  Meetings.  Don't 
delay. 


Read  carefully  Dean  Thomas'  open  letter.  It  has  the  right 
ring. 


To  facilitate  easy  childbirth  some  physicians  prescribe  san- 
metto,  beginning  about  six  weeks  before  confinement,  with  good 
results  in  every  case. 


The  Kings  County  meeting  was  one  of  the  best  in  its  history. 
Good  papers,  good  discussions  and  a  cordial  greeting  for  all. 


Read  the  advertisements.  "Write  the  advertisers  for  samples  and 
literature. 


Book  reviews  have  been  crowded  from  this  issue. 


The  business  of  the  Norwich  Pharmacal  Co.  has  grown  so 
steadily  and  rapidly  that  it  has  been  necessary  for  them  to  secure 
new  quarters  where  they  wrill  have  more  room  for  storage  facilities 
and  for  shipping  promptly.  They  are  now  located  corner  of  Beekman 
and  Gold  Streets.   Read  their  new  advertisement  carefully. 


New  England  Eclectic  Medical  Association.  Meets  June  29-30,  1910, 
in  Boston.  Thomas  Mulligan,  M.D..  president,  New  Britain,  Conn.;  Fred- 
erick Wallace  Abbott,  M.D.,  secretary,  Taunton,  Mass. 

Maine  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  May  25,  1910,  in  Portland. 
Frederick  Wallace  Abbott,  M.D.,  president,  Taunton,  Mass.;  Sylvina 
Apphia  Abbott,  M.D.,  secretary,  Taunton,  Mass. 

Massachusetts  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  June  2-3,  1910,  in 
Boston.  Charles  Edwin  Miles,  M.D.,  president,  Boston;  Pitts  Edwin 
Howes,  M.D.,  secretary,  703  Washington  St.,  Dorchester  Dist,  Boston. 

Boston  District  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  the  first  Monday 
night  in  every  month,  July  and  August  excepted,  in  Boston.  Frederick 
Wallace  Abbott,  M.D.,  president,  Taunton,  Mass.;  Pitts  Edwin  Howes, 
M.D.,  secretary,  703  Washington  St.,  Dorchester  Dist.,  Boston. 
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NEW  YORK,  APRIL  15,  1910. 

No.  IV. 

Eclectic  Medical  College  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

Are  the  size  of  the  building  and  the  cost  of  equipment  the  most 
important  factors  in  establishing  the  standard  of  a  medical  college. 

Should  not  the  record  of  its  graduates  have  some  weight? 

Would  you  think  that  a  college  was  run  for  personal  profit 
simply  because  it  is  an  independent  Institution  and  not  connected 
with  a  University  if  thirty  per  cent,  of  its  candidates  failed  to 
graduate  before  its  own  Faculty;  and  where  everyone  receiving 
the  degree  of  the  Institution  successfully  passes  the  licensing 
examination  in  the  State? 

We  believe  the  record  of  our  College  proves  that  we  are 
earnest,  honest  and  capable ;  that  we  are  not  crowding  on  an  unsus- 
pecting public  ignorant  or  incompetent  physicians. 

We  append  a  ten  years  record  of  our  classes  and  ask  you  to 
remember  that  every  student  must  have  a  Regent's  certificate 
before  he  enters  the  class.  That  takes  care  of  his  preliminary 
education.  Then  after  spending  four  years  in  medical  study  with 
us  and  receiving  our  degree  to  practice  in  New  York  State  he 
must  obtain  a  license  from  the  State  Board  of  Medical  Examiners, 
and  here  is  our  record  for  ten  years. 

Record  of  the  graduates  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  the 
City  of  New  York  before  the  State  Licensing  Board  for  the  past 
ten  years : 
Class  of  1899-1900. 

Thirteen  in  class.    Thirteen  took  examination.    No  failures. 
Class  of  1900-1901. 

Twelve  in  class.    Eleven  took  examination.    No  failures. 
Class  of  1901-1902. 

Seven  in  class.    Seven  took  examination.    No  failures. 
Class  of  1902-1903. 

Thirteen  in  class.    Thirteen  took  examination,    No  failures. 
Class  of  1903-1904. 

Eight  in  class.    Eight  took  examination.    No  failures. 
Class  of  1904-1905. 

Thirteen  in  class.    Thirteen  took  examination.    No  failures. 
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Class  of  1905-1906. 

Fifteen  in  class.    Fifteen  took  examination.    No  failures. 
Class  of  1906-1907. 

Eleven  in  class.    Eleven  took  examination.    No  failures. 
Class  of  1907-1908. 

Seven   in   class.     Six  took  examination:     One   St.  Vincent 
Hospital  examination.    No  failures. 
Class  of  1908-1909. 

Nine  in  class.    Eight  took  examination.    No  failures. 


PERSISTENCE. 

Why  is  it  that  the  Eclectic  Physician,  no  matter  how  right 
Eclectic  Practice  may  be,  has  not  obtained  the  universal  recognition 
among  the  laity  and  practioners  of  other  schools,  which  he  so  rightly 
deserves? 

Why  is  it? 

Because  the  Eclectic  Physician  has  not  made  the  best  use  of 
the  power  of  publicity  and  cooperation. 

Of  this  I  have  spoken  before,  and  of  this  I  am  going  to  speak 
again. 

This  is  what  you  might  call  persistence. 

Which  is  another  little  quality  which  I  want  to  preach  about. 

Persistence  is  what  is  needed  to  make  things  go. 

Or  rather,  to  keep  them  going  after  you  have  them  started. 

It  is  not  so  very  hard  to  make  them  go. 

Any  sudden  burst  of  enthusiasm  will  start  them. 

But  to  keep  them  going? 

For  that  you  need  persistence. 

Have  you  got  that? 

Have  you  the  STICKTOITIVENESS  which  is  the  only  quality 
which  leads  to  lasting  success? 
Get  at  it  and  stick  to  it. 

This  is  what  I  am  going  to  shout  about  to  you  and  you  may  as 
well  be  prepared  that  you  will  hear  from  me  again  about  the  same 
subject. 

For  I  have  the  STICKTOITIVENESS  to  shout  it  again  and 
again,  until  you  wake  up  and  do,  do,  do. 
Do-do-do-what? 
Get  at  it  and  stick  to  it. 

And  at  what  are  you  to  get  and  what  are  you  to  stick  to? 

You  are  to  go  out  into  the  highways  and  byways  and  preach 
the  gospel  of  Eclecticism,  and  you  are  to  stick  to  it. 

You  are  to  cooperate  among  each  other,  so  as  to  form  a  solid 
mass  of  Eclectic  Physicians,  who  all  work  to  and  for  the  same  end, 
and  you  are  to  stick  to  it. 
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You  are  to  go  out  and  blow  your  own  horn  and  blow  the  horn 
of  each  other  and  blow  the  horn  of  Eclecticism. 

Perhaps  in  the  beginning  the  public  will  say :  "Oh  what  a 
dreadful  noise." 

But  you  keep  on  blowing  that  horn  and  by  and  by  the  public 
will  say:    "I  suppose  that  they  call  that  music." 

And  but  a  little  while  later  and  you  will  hear  from  the  same 
public :    "Well,  well,  well, — it  really  is  music." 

And  once  the  public  says  that,  and  it  will  not  be  so  very  much 
later  that  all  the  public  will  get  up  and  shout:  "Music?  Why, 
bless  you,  it  is  the  only  kind  of  music  that  is  worth  while  listening 
to,  and  we  knew  it  all  the  time." 

And  how  can  you  educate  the  public  to  that? 

By  blowing  the  horn  once  and  then  stopping? 

No,  but  by  blowing,  and  blowing  and  keeping  it  up,  until  you 
have  forced  it  to  take  notice.  A.  A.  A. 


Facts   in   Regard  to  Antitoxin. 

Some  important  facts  in  regard  to  the  use  of  antitoxin  in  the  treat- 
ment of  diphtheria  were  recently  pointed  out  by  a  German  investigator. 
On  account  of  certain  theoretical  considerations,  the  doctor  enter- 
tained some  doubt  in  regard  to  the  claims  presented  by  many  physicians, 
and  it  was  not  until  after  he  had  observed  .the  action  of  the  serum  in 
a  severe  case  of  diphtheria  that  he  became  convinced  of  the  beneficial 
effects  of  the  remedy.  The  results  of  subsequent  clinical  investigations 
led  him  to  the  conclusion  that  the  most  potent  and  direct  action  of  the 
serum  is  on  the  local  focus  of  infection,  and  not  on  the  general  con- 
dition. In  fact,  he  is  inclined  to  believe  that  antitoxin  does  not  exert 
any  marked  neutralizing  influence,  and  that  it  is  of  little  value  as  a 
means  of  preventing  or  curing  diphtheritic  paralysis.  The  author's 
experience  in  the  treatment  of  over  1,000  cases  of  diphtheria  has  con- 
vinced him  that  malignant  cases  of  diphtheria  are  absolutely  resistant 
to  the  action  of  antitoxin,  even  when  it  is  administered  in  large  doses 
very  early  in  the  course  of  the  disease.  Why  certain  cases  are 
uninfluenced  by  the  serum  he  thinks  it  difficult  to  say,  but  sug- 
gests that  it  may  be  owing  to  inherited  disposition.  The  beneficial 
local  action  of  antitoxin  he  found  to  be  more  marked  in  tonsillar 
and  pharyngeal  than  in  laryngeal  diphtheria.  In  cases  of  diptheria 
associated  with  tuberculosis  the  serum  had  no  effect  whatsoever 
on  the  course  of  the  disease. 

  J.  W.  F. 

Hookworm  Patients. 

In  settling  our  late  unpleasantness  with  Spain  we  materially  en- 
larged our  possessions.  Among  other  things,  we  obtained  much  land, 
for  some  of  which  we  paid  thirteen  dollars  per  acre,  and  later  on 
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sold  several  thousand  acres  of  the  same  land  for  a  very  insignificant 
sum.  In  taking  over  Porto  Rico,  as  a  part  of  this  wonderful  settle- 
ment, we  also  secured  about  100,000  hookworm  patients.  With 
these  we  have  apparently  done  fairly  well,  as  is  shown  by  the  following 
substance  of  a  recent  official  report : 

"The  report  of  the  director  of  the  Anaemia  Dispensary  Service  of 
Porto  Rico  shows  encouraging  results  of  the  fight  against  the  ravages 
of  the  hookworm  in  the  island.  There  are  now  fifty-nine  dispensaries 
in  the  island.  To  these  went  during  the  last  fiscal  year  54.725  patients 
for  the  first  time  and  9,159  who  had  been  treated  before,  a  total  of 
63,884  persons.  Of  these  patients,  27,026  were  males  and  27,669  were 
females  As  a  result  of  the  treatments  22,706  were  cured  or  practically 
cured,  7,344  showed  improved  condition,  24,626  remained  under  treat- 
ment, and  only  3  died.  The  intensity  of  the  disease  is  indicated  by 
these  figures :  Light,  10,720;  medium,  24,248;  intense,  16,409;  very 
intense,  3,344;  unclassified,  4. 

"The  whole  expense  of  the  service  for  the  year,  including  salaries, 
the  purchase  of  medicines  and  buying  microscopes  for  towns  that  had 
none,  was  $32,360.91." 

In  other  wrords,  the  cost  to  the  Government  during  the  time  covered 
by  this  report  was  about  fifty-one  cents  for  each  of  these  new  posses- 
sions.  Surely,  that  is  not  a  bad  showing.  J.  W.  F. 


The  Wanderings  of  a  Needle. 

A  needle  case  of  unusual  character  was  recently  reported  in  Penn- 
sylvania. Fifteen  years  ago  a  young  lady  swallowed  a  common  steel 
needle,  and  thereafter  at  different  times  felt  sharp  pains  in  various 
parts  of  the  body  which  she  supposed  to  be  caused  by  movements  of 
the  needle.  Eight  years  ago,  from  a  toe  of  her  left  foot,  the  pointed 
end  of  the  needle,  together  with  about  one-third  of  its  entire  length, 
was  removed.  A  short  time  since  she  discovered  an  inflamed  spot 
beneath  the  big  toe  of  her  right  foot  and  extracted  from  it  the  other 
part  of  the  needle.  As  when  the  woman  swallowed  the  needle  it  was 
unbroken,  it  must  have  become  divided  somewhere  above  her  thighs, 
one  *part  descending  the  right  and  the  other  part  the  left  leg.  In  its 
various  wanderings  it  had  retained  its  original  brightness. 

J.  W.  F. 
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Original  Articles  \ 

Assimilation. 

BY  MAX  MEYER,  M.D. 

Natural  science  teaches  that  organic*  bodies  possess  certain 
properties  from  which  we  can  learn  about  cell-life. 

Physics  shows  that  animal  tissue  holds  electricity  and  their 
smallest  particles  have  two  polarities ;  viz.,  an  electropositive  and 
an  electronegative  end. 

Chemistry  proves  that  the  molecules  of  animal  structure  at- 
tract on  the  positive  pole  an  acid,  while  on  the  negative  side  a  base. 

The  shape  of  a  molecule  is  immaterial  for  our  deductions,  hence 
we  will  suppose  that  it  looks  like  a  rod. 

Investigating  the  structure  of  a  cell,  we  notice,  two  essential 
parts ;  namely,  an  inner  dense  portion — the  nucleus — and  a  much 
larger  outer  and  loose  one — the  protoplasma. 

The  nucleus  stains  more  readily  than  the  protoplasma,  hence 
those  cell  parts  must  have  different  physical  and  chemical  properties. 

The  following  diagram  represents  a  cell. 


The  protoplasma  is  made  up  of  vertically  arranged  molecules, 
each  one  having  a  positive  and  a  negative  end,  which  alternate 
in  position.  The  investing  cell  wall  comes  in  close  contact  with 
the  blood  circulation. 

The  inner  circle  represents  the  nucleus  in  which  the  molecules 
are  arranged  horizontally.  They  have  also  a  positive  and  a  negative 
pole,  which  alternate  in  position. 
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Between  nucleus  and  protoplasma,  the  nerve  plasma  circulates 
and  within  the  nucleus  we  find  the  nucleolus. 

Whenever  a  food  molecule,  which  also  has  a  positive  and  a 
negative  terminal,  finds  its  way  by  means  of  the  blood  circulation 
to  the  protoplasma  the  opposite  electrical  and  chemical  polarities 
of  their  molecules  attract  each  other  and  a  union  results. 

One  of  the  most  complicated  substances  is  albumen;  conse- 
quently its  molecules  must  have  an  enormous  amount  of  activity 
and  its  chemical  constituents  must  be  very  labile.  , 

The  albumen  molecule  produces  a  high  chemical  action  and 
its  energy,  which  is  set  free  by  the  impact  with  the  protoplasmic 
molecule,  must  necessarily  be  very  great,  so  that  heat  or  its  equiva- 
lent is  produced. 

The  protoplasmic  molecule  attracts  with  one  polarity  the  op- 
posite one  of  the  food  molecule,  and  in  both  one  of  the  poles  is  left 
open. 

As  long  as  the  cell  is  in  its  infantile  stage  and  has  not  acquired 
its  normal  size,  it  has  the  inherited  power  of  attraction  and  the 
food  molecule  will  be  retained  by  the  protoplasmic  molecule  and 
used  either  for  growth  or  for  the  performance  of  other  functions. 

In  the  nucleus  we  find  an  attraction  existing  between  its 
molecules  and  those  of  a  foreign  substance  which  float  in  the 
nerve  plasma  and  which  can  be  a  toxin  of  an  infection  or  other- 
wise. 

If  we  compare  inorganic  and  organic  substances,  we  find  that 
the  atoms  of  the  former  saturate  each  other  and  satisfy  their  affini- 
ties completely.  The  expended  energy  transforms  into  a  new  com- 
pound which  cannot  break  up  on  its  own  account  or  by  its  own 
forces,  because  it  has  used  up  all  the  energy  and  has  now  become 
a  new  substance  with  other  properties,  but  devoid  of  all  life. 

The  growth  of  a  crystal  in  the  mother-liquid  is  a  physical 
process  only,  as  the  molecules  attract  each  other  from  the  outside 
and  the  small  crystal  can  enlarge  to  an  enormous  size,  but  it 
cannot  grow  through  the  medium  of  any  other  substance.  It  must 
be  nourished  by  its  own  kind  and  must  remain  forever  what  it  has 
been  since  its  status  nascendi.  Within  these  crystals  neither  energy, 
motion,  life  nor  assimilation  can  exist,  because  they  have  reached 
the  maximal  point  of  their  destination,  namely,  condensation,  resp. 
crystallization. 

To  keep  up  this  process  and  to  get  rid  of  the  condensed  solids 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  cell  must  not  be  of  a  macrosopic 
size,  because  then  the  outer  protoplasmic  molecules  would  be 
exclusively  in  constant  contact  with  the  food  molecule  on  account 
of  the  exposed  large  area ;  hence  would  absorb  the  nourishment 
alone  and  in  consequence  the  molecules  of  the  nucleus  would 
starve,  causing  their  destruction. 
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This  property  of  the  protoplasma  to  attract  by  its  electrical 
and  chemical  force  the  most  complicated  compounds  gradually, 
to  split  them  up  into  simpler  ones,  to  transform  and  interchange 
1he  atoms,  not  to  retain  the  condensed  material,  but  to  remove  it 
from  within — this  process  we  call  "power  of  assimilation"  and  the 
whole  phase  "nutrition." 

We  recognize  in  this  process  two  parts,  viz : 

Assimilation — Attracting,  uniting  and  decomposing  the  food 
molecules. 

Secretion — The  removal  of  the  formed  simple  compounds. 
The  following  table  will  show  a  comparison  between : 
Assimilation  and  Crystallization 

The  energy  of  the  elements    1  The  energy  of  the  elements  is 


1 

decreases  gradually. 

2  No  strong  union  exists. 

3  The  cell  is  highly  active  and 

never  grows  beyond  micro- 
scopic size. 

4  The  cell  grows  by  absorption 

of  heterologous  material ; 
i.  e.,  of  the  food  molecule  in 
its  interior,  producing  cer- 
tain changes  which  mean 
life. 


14  East  120th  Street, 


used  up  at  once  by  the  first 
impact. 

2  A  strong  union  forms  immedi- 
ately. 

3  The  crystal  is  inactive  and  can 
reach  an  enormous  size. 

4  The  crystal  grows  by  deposi- 
tion of  homologous  material 
of  the  same  substance  upon 
its  own  surface  from  with- 
out, while  it  is  lifeless  in- 

teriorly. 
New  York  City. 


Therapeutics. 

BY  ARTHUR  WEIR  SMITH,  A.M.,  M.D. 

There  is  nothing  in  our  art  so  difficult  as  to  determine  how  we 
can  improve  our  practice.  Every  medical  reformer  who  becomes 
conspicuous  on  account  of  his  enthusiastic  proclamation  of  a  new 
truth  in  therapeutics,  which  he  believes  he  has  discovered,  has 
only  intensified  a  discovery  that  the  average  doctor  would  make 
light  of,  and  allow  to  be  buried  as  a  talent  in  the  earth.  Samuel 
Hahnemann's  discovery  that  Peruvian  bark,  given  to  a  healthy 
person,  produced  a  condition  similar  to  ague,  is  said  to  have  been 
known  for  centuries,  but  he  became  enthusiastic  in  regard  to  his 
discovery,  and  elaborated  it  till  he  built  up  a  system  of  medical 
treatment,  unique  in  its  nature,  which  revolutionized  medical  prac-  , 
tice  throughout  the  world.  Samuel  Thompson  discovered  the  emetic 
property  of  lobelia  inflata,  and  believing  that  he  had  discovered  a 
panacea — a  remedy  for  all  the  ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to,  elaborated 
a  system  of  treatment  that,  in  his  day,  threatened  to  extinguish 
all  other  methods  of  treatment  within  range  of  his  influence.  What 
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does  this  teach  us?  Simply  that  every  practitioner  of  our  art,  were 
he  to  show  the  enthusiasm  of  a  Hahnemann  or  a  Thomson,  would 
revolutionize  medical  treatment  as  did  these  distinguished  reform- 
ers. What  lesson  can  we  learn  from  this?  I  think  the  value  of  it 
is  plain  enough.  Every  doctor,  whether  he  is  a  routinist  or  a  specific 
medicationist,  makes  discoveries  which  might  be  utilized  for  the 
general  good  if  he  were  not  too  modest  to  proclaim  them. 

In  my  work  as  Secretary  of  our  Materia  Medica  Association, 
I  am  accustomed  to  ask  our  practitioners  to  give  their  personal 
experience  in  the  use  of  the  single  remedy.  In  some  of  these 
articles  there  is  a  certain  likeness,  as  though  they  were  following 
a  teacher  who  had  made  a  marked  impression  upon  their  minds 
during  college  days ;  again,  there  is  a  tendency  shown  to  follow  a 
routine,  which  I  allow  is  necessary  during  that  period  when  medical 
knowledge  has  not  become  as  familiar  as  household  words.  But  as 
the  practitioner's  experience  matures,  and  he  has  a  mind  of  his  own, 
so  to  speak,  he  enunciates  ideas  of  his  own  which  are  as  original  as 
anything  written  since  the  days  of  Hippocrates.  It  is  to  the  latter, 
mainly,  that  we  must  look  for  help  in  improving  our  practice.  In 
our  published  literature  we  encounter  the  same  difficulty.  Among 
the  reports  published  in  a  former  day  we  find  syphilis  treated  with 
the  compound  syrup  of  stillingia  and  iodide  of  potassium  in  com- 
bination, on  the  general  principle  that  by  stimulating  excretion  the 
disease  would  be  eliminated.  By  this  plan  of  treatment  it  was  im- 
possible to  determine  the  curative  action  of  individual  drugs.  In 
our  day  much  more  attention  is  given  to  the  action  of  the  single 
remedy;  and  in  this  is  our  life.  Every  practitioner  who  will  employ 
the  single  remedy  in  his  practice  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  its 
curative  value,  and  will  report  his  experience,  must  add  greatly  to 
our  stock  of  reliable  therapeutic  knowledge.  Take  the  following 
language,  which  we  may  assume  to  be  the  fruit  of  such  drug, 
study:  The  late  Dr.  E.  B.  Foote,  in  expressing  his  views  as  to  the 
action  of  asclepias  tuberosa,  says :  "It  is  neither  a  sedative  nor  an 
anodyne,  but  is,  without  doubt,  a  hypnotic.  It  does  not  produce 
sleep  by  depressing  the  vital  forces,  nor  does  it  quiet  pain  by  decreas- 
ing the  sensibility  of  nerves,  nor  does  it  relieve  pain  by  lessening 
functional  activity.  It  is  soothing  and  quieting  simply  because 
it  helps  nature  to  restore  its  normal  equilibrium."  Dr.  Foote  may 
have  sat  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel  in  his  younger  days,  and  followed 
him  for  a  time,  but  here  is  an  original  thought,  the  fruit  of  a  ma- 
tured experience.  I  venture  the  opinion  that  this  thought  is  not 
to  be  found  elsewhere  in  medical  literature.  Every  doctor  who 
does  his  own  thinking  has  original  ideas,  and  we  need  to  have  these 
recorded  and  brought  together  in  order  to  advance  and  improve 
our  practice.  We  are  not  to  be  misled  by  following  the  teaching 
of  the  great  reformers  too  implicitly,  as  they  are  apt  to  be  unduly 
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enthusiastic ;  but  to  give  attention  also  to  the  truths  recorded  as 
the  experience  of  doctors  who  are  not  so  conspicuous,  but  no  less 
worthy  of  our  attention. 

Every  doctor  ought  to  make  it  a  rule  to  test  the  single  remedy 
when  an  opportunity  offers,  and  when  he  observes  a  cure  effected, 
report  the  case  in  detail  in  order  that  the  gleaner  may  be  able  to 
gather  the  sheaves  into  the  storehouse  of  medical  knowledge. 

Regular  medicine  has  experimenters  who  are  paid  by  govern- 
ment, and  we  cannot  hope  to  compete  with  these ;  we  can  only 
utilize  methods  of  treatment  so  evolved  after  they  have  been  demon- 
strated to  be  of  actual  value. 

Eclecticism  is  the  combined  experience  of  Eclectic  physicians, 
to  which  is  added  the  experience  of  the  world.  In  this  way  it  is  made 
distinctive.  It  is  our  duty  to  improve  it,  and  we  can  do  this  if 
each  one  of  our  members  will  make  a  record  of  the  truths  he  dis- 
covers and  publish  them  in  our  periodicals,  to  be  garnered  in  due 
time. 

Chicago,  111..  February  23,  1910. 


The  Differential  Diagnosis  of  Appendicitis. 

BY    LEWIS    LAXZER,  M.D. 

Read  at  the  17th  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society,  County 

of  Kings. 

Appendicitis  is  so  common  a  trouble  these  days,  that  some  may 
rhink  a  discussion  of  its  symptoms  and  differential  diagnosis,  is 
time  wasted.  To  my  mind,  the  popular  triad  of  cardinal  symptoms : 
namely,  constipation,  vomiting,  and  pain  in  the  right  lower  quad- 
rant of  the  abdomen,  can  have  their  cause  in  so  many  conditions 
other  than  appendicular  disease,  that  a  diagnosis  of  appendicitis 
resting  solely  on  these  and  without  a  careful,  conscientious  analysis 
of  other  factors  are  frivolous  and  little  more  than  a  guess.  Con- 
stipation, vomiting,  fever  and  abdominal  pain,  are  the  syndrome 
of  peritonitis,  but  not  every  peritonitis  means  a  diseased  appendix, 
therefore  we  must  add  to  this  peritoneal  syndrome  another  for 
appendicitis  and  that  is  a  mass  or  tumor  in  the  right  iliac  fossa. 
Even  with  this  added  tumor  can  we  afford  to  , regard  lightly  the 
diagnosis  of  the  condition? 

I  will  violate  the  classic  formula  of  at  this  point  giving  the 
symptoms  of  the  disease,  but  review  those  conditions  that  in  prac- 
tice have  been  confounded  with  appendicitis. 

In  the  female :  We  must  carefully  avoid  being  misled  by  acute 
cr  chronic  adnexial  disease  of  the  right  side,  and  an  examination  of 
the  tube  or  ovary,  either  per  vaginam  or  rectum,  is  imperative  in 
order  to  exclude  these. 
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An  haematocele  due  to  a  ruptured  ectopic  gestation  can  give 
lis  a  symptomatology  very  like  that  of  an  appendicitis,  but  the  pale- 
ness of  the  face,  the  fluttering  pulse,  syncope  and  the  cold  extrem- 
ities should  put  us  on  our  guard  against  error. 

Dysmenorrhoea :  Dalche  cites  the  .case  of  a  girl  of  12J  years, 
who  complained  of  sudden  severe  pain  in  the  right  iliac  fossa;  an 
attack  of  appendicitis  was  at  first  suspected,  but  as  no  other  symp- 
toms appeared  the  case  was  simply  watched  and  four  months  later 
with  the  appearance  of  the  menses  the  pain  disappeared.  Galliard 
reported  the  case  of  a  girl  of  21  years  whose  dysmenorrhoeic  attack 
was  followed  by  collapse.  At  first  a  perforation  of  the  appendix  was 
suspected,  but  finally  he  made  a  diagnosis  of  perversion  of  the 
menstrual  fluid  into  the  abdomen  through  the  Fallopian  tube, 
which  diagnosis  was  confirmed  on  the  operating  table.  Jalaguier 
reports  another  case  of  a  girl  of  13  who  was  suddenly  attacked 
with  vomiting,  constipation,  fever  and  colicky  pains;  appendicitis 
was  suspected,  as  a  mass  could  be  felt  in  the  right  fossa ;  then  men- 
tioning that  she  felt  some  pain  in  the  perineal  region,  this  was 
investigated,  an  imperforated  hymen  revealed,  and  behind  it  all 
retained  menses,  which,  when  relieved,  caused  the  disappearance  of 
her  other  symptoms. 

In  mumps,  the  metastatic  involvement  of  the  right  ovary- has 
been  mistaken  for  appendicitis  and  this  applies  too  to  a  metastatic 
orchitis  of  an  undescended  testicle. 

Various  kidney  conditions  may  give  rise  to  symptoms  that 
have  led  to  error;  among  these  stand  first — floating  kidney,  which 
getting  down  to  the  right  lower  quadrant  would  readily  give  us 
pain  and  a  mass;  a  Deitle  crisis  has  more  than  once  been  mistaken 
for  appendicitis.  Acute  or  intermittent  hydronephrosis,  also 
perinephritic  abscess,  nephrolithiasis  can  give  symptoms  easily  to 
be  confounded  with  appendicular  disease  and  remind  us  that  urine 
examinations  are  a  thing  not  to  be  neglected,  for  only  by  these  can 
we  distinguish  our  kidney  conditions. 

Cholecystitis  with  or  without  stone  has  often  been  mistaken 
for  appendicitis  and  for  that  matter  the  reverse  error  has  been  com- 
mitted, viz.,  appendicitis  mistaken  for  cholecystitis. 

Several  cases  of  adenitis  of  mesenteric  and  other  glands  of  that 
region  have  been  mistaken  for  appendicitis.  Osteo-sarcoma  of  the 
pelvis  must  not  be  forgotten.  Psoas  abscess  may  give  the  greatest 
difficulty  and  must  be  carefully  considered  when  there  is  much 
radiation  of  pain  into  the  thigh.  Twice  I  have  operated  for  appen- 
dicitis and  found  congenital  absence  of  the  appendix,  the  whole 
symptomatalogy  being  due  to  typhlitis. 

The  bowel  with  its  very  varied  pathology  can  be  the  source  of 
error;  typhoid  fever  in  its  earry  stages,  then  again  when  perfora- 
tion occurs,  perforating  ulcers  of  the  stomach  and  intestines;  lead 
colic,  acute  and  chronic  enterocolitis,  intestinal  parasites,  foreign 
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bodies,  strangulation  and  inussusception :  we  need  but  think  of 
these,  and  we  will  at  once  realize  how  easily  these  can  give  us 
a  picture  that  closely  resembles  that  of  appendicitis  and  from  which 
it  may  be  in  fact  almost  impossible  to  distinguish  the  same. 

Pleurisy  and  pneumonia,  particularly  in  children,  are  often 
accompanied  by  such  severe  abdominal  pain  that  they  have  been 
the  cause  of  mistaken  diagnosis. 

Last,  but  by  no  means  least,  let  us  not  forget  that  most  versatile 
disease,  that  disease  of  more  than  a  hundred  faces,  HYSTERIA,  of 
which  several  well  authenticated  cases  are  to  be  found  in  the 
literature  of  this  subject. 

This  formidable  array  of  conditions  that  have  actually  been 
confounded  with  this  disease,  and  that  often  by  good  men,  clearly 
shows  that  this  diagnosis  is  always  delicate,  often  difficult,  and 
sometimes  even  impossible  to  make  positively.  While  the  treat- 
ment of  many  of  these  conditions  is  largely  the  same,  namely 
operative,  they  do  not  all  call  for  the  immediate  interference  which 
appendicitis  frequently  makes  necessary.  Then,  too,  appendicitis 
may  complicate  any  of  the  foregoing  conditions,  therefore  to  take 
up  and  discuss  in  detail  the  differential  diagnosis  between  each  of 
these  conditions  Avould  prolong  this  paper,  ar>d  to  very  little  pur- 
pose, but  they  do  warn  us  to  approach  a  patient,  complaining  of 
pain  in  the  abdomen,  not  frivolously,  but  thoughtfully  and  with- 
out any  ready  made  diagnosis.  If  we  will  take  a  full  history,  care- 
fully examine  all  the  organs,  gentle  palpate  and  percuss  the  whole 
of  the  abdomen,  we  can  guard  ourselves  against  gross  errors  of 
diagnosis  and  we  will  not  hurry  patients  to  the  operating  table 
for  immediate  surgical  interference  who  may  properly  belong  in  a 
medical  ward  or  can  await  a  deliberate  operation.  In  this  matter  of 
diagnosis  let  us  not  disdain  any  help  that  the  laboratory  or  the 
microscope  can  afford  us.  A  blood  count  and  a  thorough  urine 
examination  are  always  of  value  and  sometimes  may  settle  the 
diagnosis.  If^we  will  do  these  things  we  will  certainly  not  make 
a  snap  shot  diagnosis,  and  if  after  such  an  examination  we  do 
make  an  error,  it  will  be  one  for  which  we  need  not  hide  our  face  in 
shame,  for  it  will  be  an  honest  one,  against  the  committing  of  which 
we  did  all  that  science  demanded.  Brooklyn. 


Fraximus  Americanus. 

(Fraximus,  Latin,  the  Ash.) 

BY  ELI  G.  JONES,  M.D. 

I  want  to  call  the  attention  of  my  brother  physicians  to  one  of 
the  most  valuable  remedies  we  have  for  enlargement  of  the  uterus. 
In  many  cases  of  displacement  of  the  uterus,  where  pessaries  or 
some  form  of  mechanical  support  is  used,  the  real  cause  of  the 
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trouble  is  enlargement  of  the  uterus,  the  uterus  becoming  so  heavy 
it  falls  down  out  ot  place.  Xo  kind  of  mechanical  support  will  help 
these  cases.  You  must  remove  the  cause,  reduce  the  size  of  the 
uterus  and  it  will  go  back  to  its  normal  position. 

A  middle-aged  lady  wras  sent  me  by  a  physician  to  be  examined 
and  treated.  She  had  a  big  abdomen  like  a  woman  about  eight 
months  pregnant.  Her  doctor  had  advised  pessaries,  supporters, 
etc.  Xow  an  operation  was  the  only  "cure  for  her,"  so  they  said. 
Upon  examination  I  found  an  enlarged  uterus.  She  said,  "Can  you 
cure  me?  If  not  I  must  submit  to  an  operation."  I  said,  "Take  my 
medicine  a  month ;  in  that  time  I  know  you  will  be  better."  She 
was  willing  to  try  any  remedies  rather  than  submit  to  an  operation, 
for  she  had  had  a  friend  die  on  the  operating  table  after  an  opera- 
tion for  fibroid  tumor  of  the  uterus. 

I  said,  "Madam,  you  need  just  one  remedy  and  you  must  take 
that  faithfully  and  it  will  reduce  the  enlargement  of  the  womb. 
You  don't  need  pessaries  or  supporters.  The  Almighty  never  in- 
tended a  woman  to  be  harnessed  up  like  a  horse!"  (Many  cases  of 
fibroid  tumors,  so-called,  of  the  uterus  are  really  only  enlargement 
of  the  uterus.)  She  followed  up  the  treatment,  Tr.  Fraximus, 
10  drops  3  times  a  day,  for  2  months,  and  a  second  examination 
revealed  the  uterus  in  its  normal  size.  I  often  think  how  many 
dollars  the  general  practitioner  might  save  for  his  own  pocket  if  he 
would  only  "get  busy"  and  cure  such  cases  instead  of  sending  them 
away  to  the  specialist.  Let  the  young  physician  learn  self  reliance, 
to  depend  upon  himself.  I  was  taught  the  lesson  years  ago,  way 
up  in  the  hills  of  "Old  New  England,"  when  I  began  practice  with 
a  wife  and  a  five-dollar  bill.  I  had  to  hustle  and  get  business  and 
I  had  to  cure  my  patients.  It  was  a  case  of  "bread  and  butter"  with 
me ;  all  the  doctors  near  me  were  being  helped  by  their  parents. 
I  had  my  own  "row  to  hoe."  Now,  after  all  these  years.  I  thank 
God  that  I  had  to  learn  to  depend  upon  myself. 

The  doctors  used  sometimes  to  dig  up  my  patients  when  I 
did  happen  to  lose  one,  to  try  to  prove  that  I  had  poisoned 
them,  but  it  did  not  work.  Out  of  the  mouth  of  one  of  their  own 
men  I  proved  that  they  were  liars,  and  now  after  40  years  practice 
I  am  still  doing  business  and  have  lived  to  see  many  of  my  enemies 
join  the  "Down  and  Out  Club."  Don't  forget  the  Fraximus  in  your 
cases  of  enlargement  of  the  uterus.  I  have  cured  many  cases 
with  it. 

Burlington,  X.  J.  ■  

Items  from  the  Field  of  Neurology. 

BY  THEODORE  DAVIS  ADLERMAX,  A.B.,  M.D. 

H.  Claude  reports  a  case  of  epilepsy  in  which  (Rev.  XTeurol.) 
the  aura  was  an  illusion  of  false  consciousness,  a  paramnesic  aura 
in  a  girl  of  20  years  of  age. 
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In  the  living  cell  this  process  is  entirely  different.  Here  the 
elements  do  not  completely  saturate  affinities  by  the  first  impact, 
but  the  process  of  uniting  gradually  goes  on;  a  constant  tidal  wave 
between  saturation  and  dissolution  takes  place,  so  that  the  com- 
plicated compounds  break  up  little  by  little  till  all  molecules  are 
transformed  into  simpler  ones,  upon  which  cessation  of  action  sets 
in  and  the  saturated  molecules  condense  to  a  solid,  which  now  is 
useless  for  life  and  is  excreted. 

Is  it  possible  in  any  case  that  a  primary  seizure  is  epileptic. 
There  are  two  factors  demanding  consideration :  First,  it  is  essen- 
tially a  disease  of  early  life  and  secondly,  an  hereditary  predisposi- 
tion is  found  in  a  majority  of  cases.  Next  in  importance  to  these 
two  main  factors  is  a  third — that  of  the  presence  of  mental  or 
physical  stigmata  of  degeneration. 

For  all  cases  in  which  obscure  mental  or  nervous  symptoms 
tend  to  recur  periodically  with  normal  intervals,  the  probability 
of  epilepsy  in  the  form  of  psychic  Jacksonian  or  petit  mal  must  be 
and  should  be  considered. 


Dechlorization  is  certainly  not  a  specific  for  epilepsy,  but  it  adds 
a  new  element  to  our  meager  neurologic  armamentarium. 


Beri-beri  was  unknown  on  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  prior  to 
1887,  when  a  number  of  Chinese  and  African  contract  laborers 
were  introduced  by  the  French.  In  July,  1887,  there  was  the 
first  death  on  the  Canal  and  in  December  the  first  one  in  Panama 
City.   

Beri-beri  is  an  acute  infectious  disease  transmitted  by  direct 
infection  through  a  skin  abrasion  upon  some  vulnerable  portion 
of  the  body.   

The  prevention  of  insanity  is  of  far  greater  consequence  than 
the  cure  and  it  is  a  matter  which  should  concern  every  medical 
man,  and  every  member  of  the  community.  In  an  ideal  society 
no  insanity  can  exist. 


Why  parents  should  conceal  the  existence  of  hereditary  insanity 
not  only  from  the  medical  adviser,  but  from  the  children  themselves 
and  thus  expose  them  to  risks  is  something  we  cannot  understand. 


Children  who  have  plenty  of  food  and  sleep  are  not  likely  to 
be  troubled  by  fits  or  convulsions,  but  if  any  should  take  place, 
they  are  of  grave  import  and  the  cause  should  be  looked  for,  and  the 
recurrence  if  possible,  averted. 
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Mickle  has  written  a  very  interesting  paper  on  obsessions  and 
besetments  in  which  he  points  out  that  many  are  simple  or  absurd 
tricks.  Such  people  cannot  write  a  letter  or  do  some  similar  'act 
without  doing  some  other  trivial  performance  first.  From  self 
questioning  and  doubt  are  developed  the  various  delusions  of  the 
melancholic,  the  fear  of  having  done  wrong,  the  dread  of  impending 
punishment  with  great  anxiety  and  anguish. 


L.  B.  Baker  in  the  Journal  American  Medical  Association,  dis- 
cusses the  arthropathies  of  syringomyelia,  which  closely  resemble 
those  of  tabes.  About  10  per  cent,  of  syringomelic  cases  suffer 
from  joint  involvement,  men  are  about  thrice  as  often  affected  as 
women.  The  average  time  of  onset  is  the  fortieth  year,  but  it 
may  occur  in  childhood.  Usually  the  arthropathies  precede  the 
muscular  atrophies,  but  not  constantly  so.  The  joints  of  one  side  of 
the  body  are  as  prone  to  involvement  as  those  on  the  other,  and  the 
shoulders  and  elbows  are  most  often  affected.  Even  the  wrist  ap- 
pears to  be  twice  as  often  attacked  as  either  the  hip  or  ankle.  Trauma 
frequently  precedes  the  arthropathy.  The  swelling  is  usually  sud- 
den, as  in  the  tabetic  joint  lesion.  As  a  rule,  the  joints  are  not 
wholly  painless.  After  a  few  days  the  swelling  subsides,  but  some 
crepitation  remains  in  the  joint.  In  the  course  of  time  the  subsi- 
dence of  swelling  is  followed  in  turn  by  a  gradual  increase  of 
swelling.  It  may  be  years  before  this  leads  to  marked  enlargement 
and  deformity  of  the  joint.  The  diagnosis  is  made  certain  by 
finding  muscular  atrophy  with  the  dissociation  of  sensation. 


Pains  just  above  the  shoulder  and  about  the  acromion  are  due 
to  involvement  of  the  supra-acromial  nerves,  which  are  branches 
cf  the  fourth  cervical.  The  deep  seated  pains  referred  to  the  parts 
about  the  joint  and  in  the  deltoid  are  caused  by  the  circumflex 
nerve,  which  originates  from  the  fourth,  fifth,  sixth  cervical  and 
which  is  a  sensory  motor  nerve.  The  superficial  circumflex  nerve 
pains  are  felt  more  posteriorly  and  over  the  body  of  the  deltoid. 


No  treatment  of  brachial  neuralgia  is  of  avail  without  rest. 
This  must  be  secured  by  a  sling  or  splints.  In  a  good  proportion  of 
cases  some  relief  is  obtained  by  Mend's  salicylates,  but  they  must 
be  given  in  large  doses ;  gelsemium,  colchicum,  rhamnus  cat.,  and 
aesulus.  Neither  massage  nor  hot  baths  should  be  given  at  first, 
but  after  2  or  3  weeks  hot  mud  applications  can  be  used.  It  will 
take  6 — 7  treatments  to  accomplish  results. 


Brachial  birth  palsy  of  the  Erb  type  is  due  to  overstretching  of 
the  nerve  roots,  which  result  in  rupture  of  the  sheath,  fibres  and  ves- 
sels of  the  nerves. 
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Walker  G.  Bowers,  in  New  York  Medical  Journal,  reports  a 
case  of  tabes  dorsalis  in  a  negress.  Bowers  has  collected  21  reported 
cases  of  tabes  in  the  colored  race,  15  being  males  and  6  females. 
Clinically  and  by  postmortem  examination  the  diagnosis  of  tabes 
dorsalis  was  incontrovertible. 


G.  T.  Walton  has  studied  (Journ.  Amer.  Med.  Ass.)  the  blood 
pressure  in  general  paralysis  of  the  insane  chiefly  with  Riva-Rocci 
instrument  and  with  a  9cm  armband,  the  5cm  band  being  unreliable. 
There  is  a  general  belief  that  blood  pressure  in  paresis  is  low,  but 
Walton's  studies  tend  to  prove  the  contrary.  His  conclusions  are: 
The  average  blood  pressure  in  paresis  taken  as  a  whole  is  high, 
this  doubtless  is  due  to  the  prevalence  of  atheroma,  with  its  cardiacal 
and  renal  accompaniments.  Mental  depression  is  accompanied  by 
high  pressure. 


How  shall  the  resisting,  self-willed,  often  cruel  or  tantalizing 
young  children  be  corrected?  A\  nipping  is  undeniably  bad.  Any 
brutal  method  of  punishment  drives  them  more  and  more  within 
themselves.  Suspiciousness  crops  out,  and  may  lay  the  foundation 
for  a  paranoid  coloring  in  later  life.  Xormal  natural  resentment 
leads  to  sudden  violent  outbursts  almost  maniacal  in  violence.  Out- 
door life,  proper  care  and  surroundings,  sports,  rowing,  skating, 
swimming  and  horse  back  riding  are  very  good. 


Cardiac  manifestations  are  frequent  in  chorea  insaniens,  espe- 
cially in  those  who  suffered  from  acute  polyarthritis. 
70  Rogers  Avenue,  Brooklyn. 
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Echinacea  Angustifolia. 

It  seems  that  a  certain  committee  or  association,  an  offspring  of  the 
Chicago  machine  of  our  old  school  brethren,  and  self-dubbed  a  "Coun- 
cil of  Pharmacy,"  has  in  some  indirect  way  learned  that  Eclectic 
physicians  have  the  habit  of  administering  to  their  patients  various 
kinds  of  "weed  juice,"  and  also  that  many  of  the  most  intelligent  old 
school  practitioners  were  rapidly  acquiring  a  similar  habit,  as  a  result 
of  reading  certain  books  which  Eclectics  presume  to  call  works  on 
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materia  medica.  On  inquiry,  this  self-styled  "Council  of  Pharmacy" 
further  learned  from  some  of  these  wayward  brothers  that  some  of  the 
"weeds"  used  by  the  Eclectics  were  called  cactus,  baptisia,  helonias, 
dioscorea,  echinacea,  etc.  Having  thus  learned  the  names  of  these 
plant  remedies,  and  apparently  without  any  further  knowledge  of  them, 
they  hastened  to  denounce  them  all — one  and  severally — as  being  bar- 
ren of  therapeutic  power. 

This  snap  judgment  was  more  than  that  well  known  investigator 
of  indigenous  remedies,  Dr.  A.  Waldo  Farbush,  was  willing  to  let 
pass  without  comment,  and,  through  the  medium  of  the  Journal  of 
Therapeutics  and  Dietetics,  he  at  once  proceeded  to  put  this  "Council 
of  Pharmacy"  "wise"  in  regard  to  the  uses  of  echinacea,  and  in  part 
wrote  as  follows : 

"Under  the  older  classification  echinacea  would  be  placed  as  an  anti- 
septic and  a  strong  alterative.  Strictly  speaking,  it  is  not  within  the 
drug  limit  to  classify  this  drug  by  applying  these  terms  to  indicate  its 
true  quality.  It  seems  to  be  a  remedy  embodying  the  combined  quali- 
ties of  the  mercuries,  the  iodides,  the  arsenates,  with  sulphur  and  the 
silicates  thrown  in.  Investigation  shows  that  the  remedy  is  a  decided 
antagonizer  of  pus ;  here  it  combines,  somewhat,  the  quality  and 
action  of  hydrogen  dioxide  and  calcium  sulphide.  It  has  not  been 
demonstrated  that  its  action  produces  the  direct  elimination  of  morbid 
material  or  products. 

"A  number  of  experiments  by  Wheeler,  of  England ;  Burrett,  of 
Michigan,  and  our  own  Professor  W.  H.  Watters,  Boston  University, 
have  well  demonstrated  the  fact  that  the  drug  echinacea  is  able  to  in- 
fluence for  the  better  the  opsonic  index,  in  a  manner  identical  to  the 
effect  of  the  vaccines ;  in  fact,  this  agent  has  the  power  to  raise  the  index 
sufficiently  to  protect  against  the  invasion  of  the  tubercle  bacilli  pro- 
ducer. It  does  not  do  this  because  it  eliminates  waste  products,  but 
because  it  converts  them  into  benign  forces.  Immunity  from  diseased 
expressions  is  the  goal  for  which  scientific  medicine  is  striving.  The 
student  of  therapeutical  progress  must  be  impressed  by  the  revelations 
of  the  microscope,  also  by  the  discussions  of  experience  in  practice 
which  show  that  the  relationship  between  disease  expression  and  drug 
action  can  be  determined.  A  French  proverb  reads,  'One  does  not 
prove  the  light.' 

"Echinacea  for  therapeutic  use  should  not  be  subject  to  laboratory 
tampering.  A  pleasing  laboratory  product,  from  the  pharmacist's  view, 
could  be  looked  upon  clinically  with  just  suspicion,  because  it  might  have 
been  produced  at  the  expense  of  drug  vitality.  Notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  experiments  generally  conducted  in  the  laboratory  are  of  great  value 
in  placing  practical  therapeutics  upon  a  basis  of  definiteness,  it  still  re- 
mains certain  that  the  accumulated  clinical  observations  are  vastly  more 
trustworthy  than  the  theories  which  have  their  origin  in  the  laboratory. 
In  fact,  the  critical  spirit  of  the  present  day  pharmacology  is  faulty, 
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mainly  because  it  ofttimes  leads  to  the  discredit  of  that  which  practical 
experience  speaks  in  favor  of  most  strongly. 

"Physiological  Effects. — The  somewhat  meager  observation  and 
proving  seem  to  verify  that  from  echinacea  in  physiological  dosage  most 
persons  complain  of  a  feeling  of  intoxication,  with  flashes  of  heat,  a 
sensation  of  swimming  in  the  head,  and  pain  in  every  part  of  the  body. 
The  head  pains  are  dull  rather  than  acute;  this,  in  the  main,  is  true 
of  the  pain  throughout  the  muscular  system.  The  subject  will  say  he 
aches  all  over,  that  there  is  general  weakness,  with  feeling  of  inability 
to  move  without  support,  and  he  is  very  easily  exhausted.  The  face 
becomes  pale,  the  pulse  slows  to  a  marked  degree — in  one  case  quite 
subnormal — with  cold  extremities  and  sensation  of  numbness;  great 
weakness  is  complained  of;  there  is  pain  in  the  right  hypochondrium, 
with  loose,  yellow,  or  brownish  and  very  offensive  stools. 

"When  chewed  the  root  imparts  at  first  a  sweetish  taste,  subsequently 
becoming  acrid  and  pungent,  leaving  a  persistent  tingling  sensation,  like 
that  of  pyrethrum,  followed  by  a  peculiar  numbness  of  the  tongue  and 
fauces.  It  also  produces  loss  of  appetite  with  weakness  in  the  stomach 
and  the  formation  of  large  quantities  of  gas  that  pass  up  and  down, 
no:  unlike  the  lycopodium  indication  with  evening  aggravation ;  there 
is  great  thirst,  sleep  is  disturbed,  a  desire  to  be  let  alone,  with  anxiety. 
The  drug  mildly  irritates  the  terminal  nerve  ending ;  there  is  a  feeling 
of  constriction  of  the  throat,  offensive  breath,  and  the  kidneys  are 
stimulated  to  greater  action ;  the  increase  in  specific  gravity  noted  tends 
to  confirm  this  claim.  The  systemic  effects  may  be  compared  to  baptisia, 
but  unlike  that  drug  echinacea  is  not  toxic,  is  favorable  to  a  wider  range 
of  application,  and,  in  some  way  not  yet  determined,  the  drug  has  a 
most  marked  effect  upon  the  nervous  system. 

"Therapy.  Tuberculosis.-That  some  infinitesimal  form  or  charac- 
ter precedes  the  tuberculosis  bacilli,  that  the  producer  of  tubercle  re- 
ceives its  character  from  the  blood,  has  long  been  a  theory,  and  is  now 
thought  to  be  a  study  of  the  utmost  importance.  The  observations  of 
Wright,  Metchnikoff,  Rosenburgen,  Maher,  Watters,  and  others,  are 
along  the  line  that  the  underlying  conditions  which  produce  tuberculosis 
are  chiefly  due  to  agencies  affecting  the  normal  defensive  power  of  the 
blood. 

"Wright  says :  T  do  not  hesitate  to  contend  that  we  have  in  the 
power  of  raising  the  antibacterial  power  of  the  blood  with  respect  to 
any  invading  microbe,  out  of  all  comparison,  the  most  valuable  asset 
in  medicine.'  Professor  Watters,  Wheeler,  and  Burnett  have  de- 
termined, as  a  fact,  that  the  drug  echinacea  has  the  power  and  does 
raise  the  opsonic  index  against  the  invasion  of  certain  bacteria — the 
tubercle  bacilli — in  a  manner  identical  with  the  effect  of  vaccines. 

"Our  treatment  and  care  of  cases,  to  bring  success,  must  be 
largely  dependent  upon  our  appreciation  of  the  underlying  condi- 
tions.   I  am  confident  we  are  on  the  threshold  of  a  new  era  in  the 
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treatment;  that  therapy  measures  are  of  equal  importance  in  the 
uplift,  and  a  direct  aid  to  the  dietetic,  rest,  hygienic,  and  oxygen 
regime.  Along  these  lines,  and  with  echinacea  for  the  medicinal 
agent,  the  result  of  a  good  number  of  cases,  some  under  observation 
for  two  years,  will  be  given  in  the  near  future. 

"Aphthous  Stomatitis. — Thomas — 'Practice  of  Medicine,'  page  491 
— says,  'Where  the  tissues  are  bluish  and  the  breath  bad  echinacea  will 
prove  effective.'  On  drug  indication  it  exerts  a  decided  influence 
upon  catarrhal  conditions  of  the  stomach,  ulcerative  stomatitis, 
and  duodenal  catarrh.  As  an  intestinal  antiseptic,  in  the  most 
intractable  cases,  it  takes  a  high  rank. 

"Typhoid  Fever. — Echinacea  has  come  into  general  use  in  the  treat- 
ment of  typhoid  fever  and  typhoid  conditions  of  inflammatory 
fevers.  All  statements  to  the  contrary,  medicines  of  the  echinacea 
class  unquestionably  exert  a  modifying  influence  over  the  course 
of  typhoid  conditions,  antagonizing  the  influence  or  process  that 
called  into  existence  the  primary  cause  of  the  patient's  destruction. 

"Ellingwood  says  of  echinacea:  Tt  overcomes  the  general 
septic  condition,  the  temperature  is  pronouncedly  influenced  by  it, 
and  it  most  favorably  influences  the  heart's  action  and  fortifies 
it  so  that  it  may  withstand  the  strain  it  is  always  called  upon  to  bear; 
destroys  the  fetor  of  the  breath  and  feces.  No  case  of  intestinal 
hemorrhage  has  been  reported  where  this  remedy  has  been  used.' 

"Thomas  says:  'Echinacea  possesses  strong  antiseptic  qualities. 
The  furred  tongue,  the  dusky  hue  call  for  this  agent.  It  seems 
to  act  as  a  nerve  stimulant  upon  the  vital  processes,  depressed  by 
the  poison,  and  effectually  overcomes  the  condition  produced.' — 
'Practice  of  Medicine.' 

"Of  echinacea  in  typhoid  fever,  Professor  Webster  says,  'It 
resembles  both  baptisia  and  rhus  tox.  in  some  respects,  though  as 
a  remedy  for  the  septic  phase  of  typhoid  fever,  where  there  is  a 
tendency  to  gangrenous  states,  it  excels  the  former  remedy.' 

"Dr  Fyfe  says:  'In  typhoid  fever  it  may  well  constitute  the 
basis  of  treatment,  as  it  acts  well  in  conjunction  with  any  indicated 
remedy.  In  this  disease  it  will  do  much  toward  restoring  the 
system  to  a  condition  in  which  it  can  elminate  the  poisons  with 
which  it  has  become  loaded.' 

"Dr.  G.  W.  Washburn,  in  a  recent  paper,  says :  'Perhaps  its 
broadest  field  of  usefulness  is  in  the  adynamic  fevers.  If  given  in 
these  troubles  the  stools  will  be  checked  in  frequency,  the  fetid 
odor  will  disappear,  and  a  fall  of  temperature  will  be  noticed  quite 
soon.  Its  action  is  not  that  of  an  astringent,  but  in  these  cases  it 
is,  in  my  opinion,  antiseptic  and  tonic' 

"Diphtheria. — In  diptheria  proper  its  place  is  not  definitely  estab- 
lished ;  it  can  be  given  with  confidence  as  an  aid  to  other  treatment,  anti- 
toxin, etc.  Where  special  measures  are  advised  for  the  alleviation 
of  joint  pains,  the  large  and  middle-sized  joints  sometimes  are  very 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW 


103 


painful,  echinacea  helps  the  heart  to  withstand  the  strain  always  in 
evidence;  also  it  aids  in  diminishing  the  tendency  to  renal  wrongs; 
by  its  use  the  mental  and  physical  depression,  usually  attendant, 
disappears.  For  local  use  it  is,  par  excellence,  the  remedy  for  removal 
of  discharges  and  portions  of  loose  membrane,  etc. 

"Tonsillitis. — In  the  various  forms  of  tonsillitis  it  has  given  happy 
results,  particularly  in  the  necrotic  form  with  dirty-looking,  ulcera- 
tive surfaces.  Follicular  tonsillitis,  quinsy,  pharyngeal  catarrh,  and 
ulceration,  post-nasal  catarrhal  conditions,  etc.,  will  all  improve 
with  the  use  of  this  drug.  Echinacea  will  contribute  much  to  the 
relief  and  cure  of  various  catarrhal  affections  of  the  nose  with  dusky 
or  dark  coloration,  in  persons  of  a  general  debilitated  habit. 

"Gangrenous  Conditions. — In  gangrenous  conditions  echinacea  is 
one  of  our  most  efficient  remedies.  For  topical  use  a  compress 
wet  with  a  20  to  50  per  cent,  solution  is  best,  and  internally  two  to 
ten  drop  doses  are  advised.  In  many  cases  it  will  be  found  a  cura- 
tive agent,  and  a  powerful  means  of  retarding  the  progress  of  in- 
curable cases.  When  the  cause  of  the  gangrene  is  obstruction  in 
the  circulation,  as  from  embolism,  tumors  pressing  on  the  arteries, 
clots  in  the  arteries  from  fibrin,  etc.,  little  can  be  expected  from 
medical  treatment.  In  many  other  cases  calling  for  attention,  in 
bluish  or  purplish  discoloration  with  a  low  form  of  inflammation, 
the  well-known  pathogenic  effects  of  this  drug  need  not  be  referred 
to  here  to  indicate  its  applicability. 

"Septicemia. — Dr.  T.  S.  Blair,  in  his  'Materia  Medica  and  Thera- 
peutics,' says :  'This  agent  actively  opposes  septic  tendencies  and 
blood  poisoning.  It  corrects  blood  deprivations — so  far  as  a  drug  can — 
when  due  to  autoinfection  of  an  acute  type,  progressive  blood 
taints  due  to  nonelmination,  or  the  slow  development  of  toxins,  ten- 
dencies to  sepsis,  foul  discharges  and  depraved  state  of  the  secre- 
tions, and  morbid  puerperal  discharges.'  He  aptly  remarks,  'Do 
not  expect  echinacea  to  displace  the  curette.'  He  also  says,  'Secon- 
darily it  opposes  sepsis  or  zymosis  from  without.' 

"Ellingwood,  in  his  'Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,'  says: 
'Its  influence  in  septic  fevers  is  the  same  as  in  typhoid.  It  seems 
to  act  as  a  nerve  stimulant  upon  the  vital  forces  depressed  by  the 
poison.' 

"Fyfe  in  his  latest  work  (1909)  says:  'From  a  tendency  to  mor- 
bific changes,  from  depraved  state  of  the  fluids,  from  blood  poison- 
ing, or  from  a  tendency  towards  disintegration  of  tissue,  echinacea 
should  always  constitute  at  least  a  part  of  the  treatment. 

"Echinacea  is  very  largely  used  by  Western  physicians  in  septic 
conditions,  somewhat  empirically  by  the  ultraists,  with  more  or 
less  favorable  reports.  In  the  more  profound  expressions  of  sepsis 
my  experience  has  not  been  as  satisfactory  as  the  reports  in  hand 
would  tend  to  show. 
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"Local  Inflammatory  Conditions  of  the  Intestinal  Tract. — In  local 
inflammatory  conditions  of  the  intestinal  tract,  echinacea  has  given 
excellent  satisfaction.  It  has  an  affinity  for  that  portion  of  the 
abdominal  viscera  in  which  dwells  that  object  of  past  and  present 
graft — the  appendix  vermiformis.  The  total  profession  at  the 
present  time  are  waking  up  to  the  fact  that  there  is  too  much  sur- 
gery and  too  little  medical  care  in  the  treatment  of  this  organ. 
They  are  realizing  that  the  opinion  formally  given  as  absolute — 
that  all  cases  must  be  operated  upon  early — has  worked  disastrously  in 
not  a  few  cases.  One  popular  operator  recently  remarked,  'There 
is  a  time  to  operate  and  at  no  other  time  should  an  operation  be 
attempted.' 

"Ellingwood  says :  'Reports  of  its  use  in  early  inflammatory 
and  noncomplicated  appendicitis  have  been  extremely  satisfactory. 
It  quickly  overcomes  local  blood  stasis,  prevents  ulceration,  and 
retards  pus  formation  by  determining  resolution.'  This  opinion 
is  corroborated  by  many  practical  observers. 

"Its  Action  on  the  Kidneys. —  Ellingwood  says:  Tt  is  a  most  im- 
portant remedy  in  uremic  poisoning,  and  will  supersede  all  other 
single  remedies.' 

"Fyfe  says :  'Echinacea  exerts  a  specific  action  on  the  kidneys, 
and  in  many  cases  much  of  its  beneficial  influence  is  due  to  its 
power  as  a  renal  depurant.  It  counteracts  poisonous  influences  and 
prevents  the  blood  and  tissues  from  degenerating.' 

"Erysipelas. — In  the  treatment  of  erysipelas,  this  drug  has  proven 
itself  to  be  of  great  value,  not  only  in  ameliorating  all  the  phe- 
nomena of  this  wrong,  but  also  in  preventing  any  sequela.  It  is  a 
topical  anodyne  of  no  little  merit,  and  subdues  the  intense  pain 
of  erysipelatous  phlegmons,  accompanied  by  swelling  and  indura- 
tion, even  when  extensive,  perhaps  involving  the  deeper  tissues. 

"For  internal  use  give  gtts.  v.  to  xv  every  two  or  four  hours  ; 
for  topical  use,  moisten  a  compress  with  a  20  to  50  per  cent, 
solution,  or  the  full  strength  may  be  painted,  at  frequent  intervals, 
over  the  entire  surface. 

"Ulcerative  Endocarditis. — In  the  treatment  of  ulcerative  endo- 
carditis, Blackwood  says,  in  'Diseases  of  the  Heart,'  page  128: 
'From  the  proving  and  clinical  observations  comes  the  evidence  that 
we  have  here  a  great  remedy  in  septic  conditions.' 

"Rheumatic  Conditions. — In  rheumatic  conditions,  which  result  from 
an  overdosing  with  mercury  and  the  iodides,  echinacea,  after  it  has 
been  once  used  and  the  results  noted,  will  not  be  forgotten. 

"Fyfe  says :  'In  syphilis  echinacea  is  a  very  efficient  remedy, 
which  may  be  employed  both  locally  and  internally.  The  ulcers 
should  be  cleaned  with  a  25  to  50  per  cent,  solution,  and  thereafter 
kept  constantly  wet  with  the  medicament  by  means  of  absorbent 
cotton.'  Internally  it  should  be  given  frequently  in  the  largest  toler- 
ated doses.   Correct  all  bad  habits  of  life,  supervise  the  diet,  etc. 
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"Chronic  Wounds,  Fever  Sores,  Ulcers,  etc. — If  you  have  cases 
cf  old  chronic  wounds,  fever  sores,  ulcers,  etc.,  to  treat,  that  have 
resisted  all  your  skill  heretofore,  give  echinacea  a  fair  trial,  and 
you  will  not  regret  it.  First  cleanse  with  a  solution  of  two  to  five 
per  cent,  calcium  chloride,  dress  and  keep  moist  with  a  fifteen  per 
cent,  or  more  solution  of  echinacea.  Dress  surfaces  every  three 
days  and  do  not  forget  to  correct  any  renal  or  hepatic  wrongs 
which  may  require  attention. 

"Eruptive  Diseases. — This  drug  is  indicated  in  all  acute  eruptive 
conditions.  In  scarletina,  echinacea,  like  belladonna,  is  indicated 
at  the  onset  of  the  inflammatory  condition,  and  with  belladonna 
undoubtedly  head.s  the  list  of  agents  to  be  used  in  this  disease.  Its 
sphere  of  usefulness  is  found  in  that  class  of  cases  known  as  the 
Sydenham  type,  and  it  assists  in  the  general  elimination  of  the 
products  of  effete  material.  It  is  directly  opposed  to  the  renal 
hyperemia,  or  the  nephritis  which  is  so  common  as  a  result  of  scar- 
let fever.  In  the  early  history  of  the  drug  it  was  much  vaunted  as 
prophylactic.  Its  administration  for  this  purpose  is  not  objection- 
able, but  in  my  hands  has  not  proven  of  much  value.  The  usual 
throat  symptoms  are  greatly  relieved  by  its  employment. 

"Dr.  G.  F.  Tyson  reports  good  results  from  the  use  of  echinacea 
m  an  epidemic  of  small  pox,  where  the  care  and  attention  gave 
him  no  more  concern  than  an  ordinary  simple  eruptive  condition. 

"Stings  and  Bites  of  Poisonous  Reptiles. — Echinacea  has  proved 
itself  a  prophylactic  and  curative  agent  in  stings  and  bites  of 
poisonous  reptiles.  It  should  be  used  freely  internally  and  applied 
full  strength,  by  means  of  a  compress,  locally.  The  first  known 
use  of  this  drug  was  its  curative  value  in  those  profound  depres- 
sions produced  by  the  entrance  into  the  blood  of  the  virus  from 
poisonous  serpents  and  insects. 

"Carbuncles,  Boils,  Abscesses,  etc. — In  the  disturbed  balance  of 
the  fluids  resulting  in  alteration  of  the  tissues,  such  as  is  indicated 
by  the  formation  of  boils,  abscesses,  carbuncles,  glandular  and 
cellular  inflammations,  the  excellence  of  echinacea  as  a  curative 
agent  is  easily  manifested. 

"A  discursive  presentation  of  the  different  clinical  uses  for 
this  remedy  is  impossible  in  the  space  allotted  to  the  considera- 
tion of  this  agent. 

"The  remedy  is  one  we  leave  with  reluctance.  While  we  have 
the  immature  drug  judgment  of  the  past,  we  also  have  the  abun- 
dant record  of  clinical  proof  wrhich  we  cannot  dispute.  Because 
of  the  confidence  we  believe  is  due  this  remedy,  and  the  profit  that 
may  ensue  from  awakening  an  interest  in  its  further  study,  we 
have  presented  this  paper  on  the  drug  echinacea,  even  if  it  has  been 
exposed  to  criticism. 

"Summary. — In  brief,  this  drug  actively  opposes  septic  tendencies, 
blood   deterioration ;   stimulates   the   glandular   organs ;  actively 
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influences  secretion  and  excretion,  retrograde  tissue  metabolism, 
the  lymphatic  system,  and  strongly  acts  upon  the  hematogenic 
processes,  when  due  to  autoinfection  of  an  acute  type,  progressive 
blood  taints,  result  of  non-elimination  or  the  slow  development  of 
toxins,  etc. 

"It  is  of  special  importance  along  the  lines  of  strumous  and 
syphilitic  diathesis,  ulceration  with  profuse  secretion,  tendency  to 
systemic  poisoning,  foul  phagedenic  ulcers,  gastro-intestinal  wrongs 
with  nausea  and  vomiting,  profuse  and  bad  smelling  discharges, 
purplish  skin  with  bluish,  shining  appearance,  vesicular  eruptions, 
viscid  exudations,  painful  superficial  irritations,  burning  of  surface, 
offensive  breath,  dusky-colored  mucous  membranes,  profuse  acrid 
saliva,  tendency  to  non-traumatic  gangrene  and  sloughing,  weak- 
ness and  emanciation." 


Kamala  as  a  Teniafuge. 

Kamala  is  obtained  from  the  capsules  of  mallotus  philippinensis, 
and  is  also  known  as  kamila,  kamella  and  spoon-wood.  Experience 
in  practice  has  demonstrated  its  great  value  as  a  teniafuge,  and 
when  properly  employed  it  seldom  fails  to  remove  tapeworm  in  a 
comparatively  short  time.  For  this  purpose  the  dose  of  the  specific 
medicine  (or  a  good  fluid  extract)  should  be  from  one-half  to  two 
drachms,  and  repeated  every  three  or  four  hours  until  the  worm 
is  expelled.  Soon  after  the  second  dose  has  been  administered, 
castor  oil  should  be  given  in  sufficient  quantity  to  freely  move 
the  bowels.  Kamala,  when  administered  alone,  causes  severe 
griping  pain,  and  it  is  therefore  necessary  to  combine  it  with 
such  remedies  as  hyoscyamus,  cinnamon,  etc. 

Kamala  also  constitutes  a  very  efficient  means  of  removing  the 
ascaris  lumbricoides  and  the  oxyuris  vermicularis.  Here  the  treat- 
ment may  be  the  same  as  for  tapeworm,  but  the  dose  need  not  be 
as  large. 

Externally  kamala  is  employed  with  great  advantage  in  itch 
ringworm  and  other  parasitic  diseases. 
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Society  Meetings 


SOCIETY  CALENDAR. 

National  Eclectic  Medical  Association.  Meets  at  Boston  in  June,  1910. 
G.  W.  Thompson,  M.D.,  president;  W.  P.  Best,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Meets  at  New 
York,  May,  1910.  S.  A.  Hardy,  M.D.,  president;  E.  H.  King,  M.D.,  sec- 
retary. 

Massachusetts  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  first  Thursday  and  Fri- 
day of  June,  in  Boston.  D.  P.  Borden,  M.D.,  president;  Pitts  Edwin  Howes, 
M.D.,  secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York.  Meets 
third  Thursday  in  each  month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  Street.  C.  Lloyd, 
M.D.,  president;  H.  Harris,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Kings  County  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  annually  in  February. 
Theodore  Adlerman,  M.D.,  president;  A.  B.  Wolf,  M.D.,  secretary. 

New  York  Specific  Medication  Club.  Meets  second  Thursday  in  each 
month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  Street.   James  Moran,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Boston  District  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  the  fourth  Monday  of 
each  month,  excepting  July  and  August,  at  "The  Thorndike,"  Boylston 
street.  F.  G.  Phillimore,  M.D.,  president;  Pitts  Edwin  Howes,  M.D.,  sec- 
retary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

New  York  City,  N.  Y„  March  31,  1910. 

Dear  Doctor: 

The  Fiftieth  Anniversary  Celebration  of  the  Eclectic  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  of  New  York  will  be  held  in  the  College 
Building,  239  East  14th  Street,  New  York  City,  on  Tuesday, 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  May  17th,  18th  and  19th,  1910. 

The  first  day  of  the  meeting  will  be  devoted  to  Society  business 
and  the  reading  of  essays.  The  second  day  to  reading  of  essays 
in  the  morning,  a  recess  being  taken  to  attend  the  College  Alumni 
meeting,  and  in  the  evening  the  commencement  exercise,  which 
will  be  followed  by  the  banquet  of  the  State  Society,  to  be  held  in 
one  of  the  city's  best  hotels,  which  will  be  announced  later. 

Thursday  morning  will  be  given  to  the  election  of  officers, 
unfinished  business  and  the  reading  of  essays. 

Now,  Doctor,  put  everything  aside  and  join  with  us  in  making 
this  meeting  the  most  notable  gathering  of  Eclectics  ever  convened 
in  the  State  of  New  York. 

The  literary  work  will.be  unusually  good,  several  of  our  best 
writers  having  promised  papers.  Each  essay  will  be  limited  to 
twenty  minutes. 

We  would  request  that  you,  Doctor,  prepare  a  paper  to  be  read 
at  the  meeting.  Please  send  the  title  of  your  essay  to  Dr.  W.  L. 
Heeve,  302  Sumner  Avenue,  Brooklyn,  who  is  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Arrangements,  not  later  than  April  20th,  that  it 
may  be  propertly  classified  and  printed  in  the  announcement. 
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Those  who  attended  the  last  meeting  of  the  State  Society  in 
New  York  City  will  need  no  urging  to  be  present  at  this  one, 
and  those  who  attend  this  time  will  be  amply  repaid  for  their  trip. 

We  need  your  help  and  your  presence,  Doctor,  at  this  meeting 
to  make  it  an  honor  to  Eclecticism  and  a  proper  commemoration 
cf  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  our  Society. 

Fraternally, 

SAMUEL  A.  HARDY,  M.D  , 

President. 


Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society 
of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York  was  held  in  the  College 
auditorium  Thursday  evening,  March  17th.  President  Lloyd  pre- 
siding. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  approved  as  read. 

Dr.  C.  Rogers  of  Chicago,  delivered  a  lecture  on  a  new  form  of 
light  therapy,  known  as  the  "Rau  Rays,"  the  main  points  on  which 
he  dwelt  being  the  following: 

Electricity  is  converted  into  light  and  heat — a  new  rate  of 
vibration  being  the  result. 

The  rays  of  light  from  the  carbon  filament  in  the  lamp  are 
collected  by  the  reflector,  and  gathered  into  beams  which  are  in 
turn  collected  into  light  areas.  The  rate  of  vibration  in  these  areas 
has  been  estimated  at  750  billions  per  second.  This  enormous  rate 
of  vibration  is  transmitted  to  the  tissues.  All  protoplasm  of  low 
organization  undergoes  disintegration  under  stimulus  of  this  light 
in  consequence.  Many  pathogenic  organisms  within  the  tissues  may 
be  reached  and  destroyed  by  the  "Rau  Rays." 

The  rays  rapidly  cause  the  oxygen  to  be  set  free  in  the  blood, 
oxidizing  toxins  therein  contained  and  thus  neutralizing  or  destroy- 
ing their  effect. 

The  rays  cause  appreciable  surface  anaesthesia,  due  to  rapid 
vibration  of  the  cells  of  the  nerve  filaments.  The  doctor  has  found 
an  increase  of  about  five  per  cent,  of  erythrocytes  by  count  after 
one-half  hour's  exposure  of  the  body  to  the  rays. 

Adipose  tissue  is  oxidized  by  the  rays  and  fatty  changes  in 
the  tissues  relieved  as  a  result. 

The  doctor  exhibited  a  number  of  cases  of  chronic  disease, 
which  were  under  treatment  and  which  seemed  to  show  im- 
provement. 

A  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  Dr.  Rogers  for  his 
lecture,  whereupon  the  society  adjourned. 

H.   HARRIS,  Secretary. 
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New  York  Specific  Medication  Club. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  New  York  Specific  Medica- 
tion Club  was  held  in  the  College  parlors,  Thursday  evening, 
March  10th ;  President  Hyde  presiding.  And  in  the  absence  oif 
Secretary  Moran,  A.  S.  Gombar  acted  as  Secretary. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Dr.  Boskowitz  extending  his  greet- 
ings to  the  members  of  the  Association  and  regretting  his  absence. 

The  Drug  Studies  for  the  evening  were  Oxydendrum  and 
Gelsemium. 

Dr.  Harris  presented  the  former  and  Dr.  C.  Bradenburg  the 
latter. 

Drs.  Harris  and  MacDermott  cautioned  the  Society  in  regard 
to  the  use  of  gelsemium  in  confinement  as  both  have  had  serious 
post  partum  hemorrhage  follow  its  use. 

The  Society  also -discussed  the  action  of  thyroid  extract  in  the 
treatment  of  obesity,  after  which  the  Society  adjourned. 

A.  S.  GOMBAR, 
Secretary,  Pro  Tern. 


Book  Reviews 


''Organic  Stricture  Pathology  and  Treatment."  By  G.  Allen  Rowe, 
M.D.,  A  paper  read  before  the  National  Eclectic  Medical 
Association  in  Chicago,  June  16,  1909.  An  interesting  and 
instructive  paper;  write  Dr.  Rowe  for  a  copy. 

"Legal  Medicine."  By  Gilbert  H.  Stewart  of  the  Columbia,  Ohio, 
Bar.  Late  Professor  of  Medical  Jurisprudence  in  the  Sterling 
Medical  College,  Indianapolis.  The  Bobbs  Merril  Com- 
pany, 1910. f 

There  are  many  books  written,  of  which  only  a  few  are  worth 
the  while.  Stewart's  book  on  Legal  Medicine  is,  I  am  glad  to  say,  one 
of  the  books  that  is  decidedly  "worth  the  while."  It  is  written  in 
a  clear  and  interesting  manner,  and  deserves  to  be  read  by  those 
who  have  much  more  pretentious  works  on  Legal  Medicine  on  their 
shelves. 

While  not  endorsing  every  line  in  the  book,  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
say,  that  it  deserves  first  place  as  a  textbook  on  the  subject  in 
Medical  Colleges.— A.  W.  H. 


The  Sexual   Life  of  Woman. 

BY  E.  HEINRICH  KISCH,  M.D. 

Translatled  by  M.  Eden  Paul.    Ribman  Co.,  New  York. 
The  sexual  life  of  woman,  considered  in  its  several  relations 
of  Physiology,  Pathology  and  Hygiene,  does  not  often  receive 
the  attention  at  the  hands  of  eminent  writers  that  its  importance 
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warrants;  and  this  volume  01  700  pages  from  the  pen  of  a  man 
of  wide  experience  and  high  professional  standing  will  be  wel- 
comed by  the  medical  fraternity  as  a  valuable  addition  to  their 
libraries.  It  is  something  more  than  a  textbook.  It  is  an  ex- 
cellent reference  work,  being  very  comprehensive  in  its  scope. 
The  illustrations,  about  a  hundred  in  number,  are  very  clear  and 
well  chosen ;  in  fact,  aside  from  the  text  itself,  the  illustrations 
make  a  very  interesting  and  profitable  study. 

The  discussion  of  the  sexual  epoch  of  the  menarche  contains 
much  that  is  old,  but  also  much  that  is  new  in  the  study  of  this 
most  important  epoch  in  the  life  of  woman.  The  first  appearance 
of  menstruation,  the  pathology  of  the  menarche,  and  its  physiology 
are  considered  in  a  manner  that  does  the  author  much  credit. 
The  sexual  epoch  of  the  menacme  is  discussed  in  a  clear  and 
scientific  manner  :  and  that  portion  of  the  work  relating  to  the 
nervous  disiosis,  secondary  to  disiosis  of  the  genital  organs,  to- 
gether with  the  subjects  of  copulation,  conception,  fertility  and 
sterility,  receives  the  consideration  due  such  important  matters. 
The  subject  of  the  menopause  is  treated  in  a  forceful  manner. 

In  modern  times  as  well  as  in  times  remote,  the  sexual  life 
of  woman,  with  its  development  and  changes,  has  excited  the  in- 
terest 4of  the  foremost  men  of  the  profession;  and  although  the 
subject  has  received  its  full  quota  of  discussion,  it  still  holds 
its  position  in  one  of  the  most  important  that  engrosses  the 
thought  of  the  physician.  The  anatony  of  the  genital  organs,  the 
disiosis  of  the  reproductive  system  and  the  influence  of  sexual 
activity  present  a  series  of  questions  second  in  importance  to 
none  with  which  the  practitioner  has  to  deal.  Hypocrates,  as  well 
as  Galen  and  Aristotle,  wrote  at  length  on  the  physiology  and 
pathology  of  woman,  and  especially  on  the  functions  of  the  female 
reproductive  organs ;  and  their  influence  on  the  general  health 
and  happiness  of  woman.  The  propagation  of  species  has  been 
a  favorite  theme  of  medical  writers  in  all  ages ;  and  the  influence 
of  woman  in  this  direction  cannot  be  too  highly  considered;  and 
the  physiological  processes  and  pathological  changes  that  take 
place  in  the  various  organs  instrumental  in  propagation  have  been 
treated  carefully  and  fully  in  this  most  valuable  work  of  Prof. 
Kisch.  J.  T.  S. 


Not  for  a  Horse. 

Through  a  typographical  error  in  March,  1910,  issue  of  Eclectic 
Medical  Gleaner,  page  86,  prescription  under  Malarial  Tieuralgia  was 
made  to  read  oij  instead  of  oss,  making  the  dose  20  grains.  The  dose 
should  be  5  grains.  Those  receiving  the  Gleaner  will  please  make  the 
correction. — H.  W.  Felter,  Ed.  Gleaner. 
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Items 


The  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York  will 
meet  in  the  College  Building,  May  17th,  18th  and  19th.  Send 
title  of  your  paper  to  Dr.  W.  L.  Heeve,  302  Sumner  Ave.,  Brooklyn, 
chairman  Committee  of  Arrangements. 


The  Commencement  Exercises  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  College 
of  the  City  of  New  York  will  be  held  in  the  grand  ball  room  of  the 
Hotel  Plaza,  on  the  evening  of  May  18th. 


The  Fiftieth  Anniversary  Banquet  of  the  Eclectic  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  of  New  York  will  be  held  at  the  Hotel  Plaza 
on  the  evening  of  May  18th. 


Dr.  J.  A.  Munk,  head  of  the  Eclectic  College  of  Medicine  of 
Los  Angeles,  has  presented  to  the  South  West  Museum  his  entire 
library  of  Arizoniana. 


Dr.  F.  A.  Greene  has  presented  his  second  check  for  five  hun- 
dred dollars  to  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  the  City  of  New 
York. 


Dr.  C.  M.  Tobynne  has  presented  one  hundred  dollars  to  the  Alumni 
Fund  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  College. 


In  allaying  inflammation  in  the  prostatic  urethra,  before  surgical 
operations,  and  in  keeping  the  urine  bland  and  non-irritating  after 
the  operation  is  complete,  sanmetto  has  been  used  very  extensively 
and  found  valuable.   

Those  of  our  readers  who  are  interested  in  the  various  forms 
of  Physiological  Therapeutics  (including  hydrotherapy, .  electro- 
therapy, massage,  hyperemia,  etc.)  will  be  glad  to  know  that  it  is 
proposed  shortly  to  inaugurate  a  new  journal  devoted  solely  to  the 
delineation  of  the  progress  made  in  these  lines  of  therepeutic 
endeavor. 

THE  AMERICAN  JOURNAL  OF  PHYSIOLOGIC  THERA- 
PEUTICS will  be  published  bi-monthly,  and  the  subscription  price 
will  be  $1.00  a  year.  The  names  and  addresses  of  all  interested 
physicians  should  be  sent  in,  and  those  desirous  of  subscribing  at 
once  may  enclose  their  remittance  when  writing.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  a  widespread  interest  may  be  aroused  in  this  matter. 
Write  noW\  while  this  is  fresh  in  your  mind,  to  The  American  Journal 
of  Physiologic  Therapeutics,  72  Madison  Street,  Chicago. 
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"Papa"  has  been  invited  to  address  the  boys  at  Cincinnati, 
May  7th. 


The  Eclectic  League  for  Drug  Research,  of  which  W.  Leming, 
M.D.,  is  secretary,  is  anxious  to  increase  its  membership.  The  fee 
is  one  dollar  including  the  first  year's  dues.  Members  are  requested 
to  make  reports  of  drug  facts.  Write  Dr.  Leming,  Tucumcari, 
N.  M. 


In  the  treatment  of  pharyngitis,  equal  parts  of  katharmon,  gly- 
cerine and  water  is  a  very  efficient  application  to  stimulate  the  * 
follicular  secretions  to  a  healthy  condition. 


Dr.  Laura  M.  Wright  of  101  Heck  Ave.,  Ocean  Grove,  N.  J., 
feeling  the  need  of  rest  is  anxious  to  either  sell  or  arrange  for 
half  the  proceeds.    She  has  a  fine  office,  beautifully  equipped. 


Department  of  Public  Health. — The  bill  prepared  by  Senator 
Owen  providing  for  a  Department  of  Public  Health,  the  chief  of 
which  is  to  be  a  secretary  with  a  seat  in  the  President's  cabinet, 
has  been  introduced  in  the  United  States  Senate. — Record. 


Dr.  Thomas  F.  Darlington,  ex-Commissioner  of  Health,  told  a 
mass  meeting  of  the  drug  clerks  of  New  York,  held  under  the 
auspices  of  the  National  Pharmaceutical  Society,  in  the  New  York 
College  of  Pharmacy,  115  West  Sixty-eighth  Street,  last  night, 
that  a  large  percentage  of  the' diseases  of  the  heart  in  this  country 
were  due  to  the  excessive  use  of  the  so-called  coal  tar  products. — 
N.  Y.  Times. 


The  American  Eclectic  Materia  Medica  Association,  A.  W. 
Smith,  M.  D.,  1517  S.  Spaulding  Ave.,  Chicago,  111.,  Secretary,  is 
sending  out  some  very  fine  reports  and  drug  studies.  In  the  near 
future  Dr.  Smith  expects  to  publish  these  reports  in  book  form. 
Members  should  encourage  the  work  and  show  their  appreciation 
of  Dr.  Smith's  efforts  by  promptly  paying  their  dues. 


The  Denver  Chemical  Mfg.  Company  of  New  York,  has  secured  a 
permanent  injunction  against  one  of  its  imitators.  These  were  the 
parties  who  made  an  imitation  of  Antiphlogistine  and  advertised 
it  on  billboards  and  fences. 


The  Eclectic  Review 

Editor :  G.  W.  BOSKOWITZ,  M.  D. 
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NEW  YORK,  MAY  15,  1910. 

Xo.  V. 

The  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  Cincinnati. 

\Ye  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  the  Alumni  meeting,  commence- 
ment exercises,  and  students'  banquet  on  May  4,  and  the  occasion 
was  to  us  most  interesting  in  all  its  details.  The  Eclectics  have  in 
Cincinnati  a  fine  institution,  and  we  may  all  feel  justly  proud  that  Cin- 
cinnati and  the  Eclectic  school  of  medicine  is  now  so  well  provided 
for  at  the  fountain  head. 

In  its  arrangement  the  new  building  is  very  perfect  and  com- 
plete. I  can  give  you  but  a  meagre  description  here ;  you  must  make 
a  visit  to  the  new  college  to  properly  appreciate  its  beauty  and  com- 
pleteness. The  building  is  five  stories  in  height;  the  front  of  stone, 
the  remainder  of  brick  and  structural  iron.  Large  wide  staircases 
make  access  to  each  floor  and  to  the  rooms,  laboratories  and  lecture 
rooms  easy.  The  stairs  and  the  floors  are  oak ;  doors  all  swing  out- 
ward. The  windows  are  large  and  so  placed  as  to  admit  the  maximum 
of  daylight.  The  prosecting  room  is  large  and  well  ventilated ;  from 
this  room  it  is  but  a  step  to  the  amphitheatre,  which  has  ninety  seats. 
The  operating  room  is  spotless  white  with  seventy-five  seats  widely 
apart  forming  a  series  of  arcs  of  a  circle  with  twelve  large  windows 
in  the  room  facing  the  north.  There  is  a  steel  bridge  between  Seton 
Hospital  and  the  operating  room.  Fire  escapes  open  to  three  windows 
on  each  floor.  The  laboratories  leave  nothing  to  be  desired ;  plenty  of 
light  renders  study  easy,  while  facilities  are  afforded  for  the  use  of 
electric  lights  to  work  at  night  when  necessary.  The  Pathological  and 
Bacteriological  laboratory  is  equipped  with  twelve  high-power  and 
twenty  low-power  microscopes.  In  the  Histological  laboratory 
there  is  room  for  thirty-two  students.  The  Chemical  laboratory 
has  open  plumbing,  slate  sink  for  each  student,  with  one  set  of 
reagents  for  each  one  employed. 

The  dissecting  rooms  are  well  equipped ;  there  are  ten  operating 
tables,  three  inches  higher  at  the  top  than  at  the  bottom,  therefore  drain 
easily,  each  can  be  sterilized  like  any  modern  operating  table.  There 
are  eighty-five  steel  lockers  for  the  use  of  students,  a  library  of  twelve 
hundred  volumes,  a  museum,  a  students'  room  with  shower  baths,  a 
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large  auditorium  equipped  with  a  balopticon  (combined  stereopticon 
and  microscope  which  reflects  objects  on  a  screen  in  colors).  So  you 
see  that  in  this  new  building  ihere  is  little  left  to  be  wished  for. 

At  the  Alumni  meeting,  over  which  Dr.  W.  P.  Best  presided  with 
dignity,  the  suggestion  to  raise  an  endowment  fund  for  the  college  was 
so  enthusiastically  received  that  within  one-half  hour  twelve  hundred 
dollars  was  subscribed.  This  was  a  most  gratifying  start  and  I  hope  and 
expect  that  at  the  least  ten  thousand  will  be  raised  for  this  purpose 
within  a  year.  At  the  commencement,  which  was  held  in  Scottish 
Rite  Hall,  twenty  fine  intelligent  looking  men  received  the  degree  of 
the  college.  Dr.  Mack,  of  Lane  University,  delivered  an  interesting 
address,  and  Dean  Thomas  reported  for  the  faculty.  After  these 
exercises  we  adjourned  to  the  banquet  room  in  the  same  building 
where  wre  enjoyed  a  pleasant  social  evening  with  faculty,  students 
and  friends.  The  entire  occasion  was  most  pleasant  and  interest- 
ing. The  thought  that  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  Cincinnati 
is  so  beautifully  housed  and  equipped  must  be  gratifying  to  every 
true  Eclectic,  and  wall  serve  as  an  incentive  to  increasing  efforts 
in  all  Eclectic  centres.  Faithful  adherence  to  principle  is  sure  to 
win ;  the  road  is  sometimes  long  and  not  always  strewn  with  roses, 
but  right  is  might  and  you  cannot  keep  it  down.  May  con- 
tinued success  attend  our  brethren  of  Cincinnati  and  a  godspeed 
to  Eclectics  everywhere. 


Medical  Authority  (An  Indictment). 

Whenever,  in  the  world's  history,  men  seek  for  power  and 
place — authority,  they  display  one  of  the  worst  elements  of  human 
nature.  They  do  not  hesitate  to  murder  justice  and  destroy  right. 
They  study  how  they  may  oppress  their  fellow  men.  They  stoop 
to  any  attitude  in  their  effort  to  gain  an  advantage.  They  are 
willing  to  crawl  like  vermin  in  the  slime,  if  by  so  doing  they  may 
meet  with  success.  They  do  not  hesitate  to  commit  moral  and 
intellectual  crime.  They  are  devoid  of  principle.  They  represent 
the  worst  element  in  the  social  structure. 

The  medical  profession  has  its  authority  (?),  self-constituted. 
A  few  men — no,  not  men,  but  just  persons — arrogate  to  themselves 
the  office  of  authority  and  proceed  to  damn  everything  and  every- 
body not  subject  to  their  will. 

Medical  authority  has  opposed  every  advance  in  medical 
thought.  It  has  stood  as  a  wall  against  progress  in  medical  practice. 
It  takes  no  note  of  human  suffering  except  as  it  is  forced  to  move 
its  ponderous  body  by  the  impact  of  advancing  ideas. 

What  is  this  medical  authority  which  would  control  the 
thoughts  and  actions  of  men  and  destroy  everything  not  originating 
with  IT?    Let  me  tell  you  what  it  is.    It  is  a  self-constituted  band 
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of  political  shysters.  It  is  an  inner  circle  composed  of  mental 
thugs.  It  is  a  set  of  intellectual  cut-throats  backed  by  the  money 
of  some  of  the  vultures  of  the  race  and  the  public  press.  It  is  a 
monster  which  deliberately  turns  its  face  to  the  night  because, 
owl-like,  its  eyes  are  affected  by  light.  Bat-like,  it  is  a  creature  of 
the  night.  It  is  an  intellectual  homicide  who  kills  thought.  It 
is  an  assassin  of  right.  It  is  a  calumniator  of  truth.  It  is  the 
executioner  of  ideas.  It  is  the  father  of  lies.  It  appropriates  to 
itself  that  which  it  steals  from  others  as  if  obtained  honestly  by  its 
own  labor.  It  is  a  villain  who  hides  in  ambush  to  assault  the 
passer-by.  It  is  the  foe  of  a  better,  safer,  saner  practice  of  medi- 
cine. It  belongs  to  that  class  of  human  vultures  which  prey  upon 
the  battle-scarred.  It  skulks  in  darkness  to  stand  alone ;  it  assumes 
the  posture  of  genuflexion  beseeching  the  lawmaking  bodies  for 
aid  in  the  prosecution  of  its  nefarious  schemes.  It  is  a  besmircher 
of  reputations.  It  is  a  stigmatizer  of  honest  men.  It  is  a  heaper 
of  vile  epithets  upon  seekers  after  truth.  It  has  malevolently  pur- 
sued the  innocent  and  confined  the  worthy  behind  iron  bars.  It 
has  never  ceased  from  its  efforts  to  imprison  honest  thought. 

Medical  authority  is  builded  upon  gullibility  and  gall.  It  is 
supreme  arrogance  which  hides  the  fruits  of  its  ignorance  in  the 
graves  of  its  victims.  With  gilded  trappings  and  empty  heads  it 
mystifies  the  undiscerning.  With  bombastic  pomposity  it  befuddles 
the  non-professional  to  whom  a  rounded  belly  appeals  more  strongly 
than  a  head  full  of  brains.  It  is  a  circus  on  dress-parade.  It 
attracts  the  attention  of  the  people  while  the  real  laborer  goes 
unheeded  in  the  field.  Medical  authority  lives  upon  the  credulity 
of  men  who  mistake  noise  for  science  and,  listening  to  the  sound 
of  a  caliope,  are  led  to  believe  they  hear  the  music  of  a  harp. 
Medical  authority  assumes  the  attitude  of  the  slave-driver.  It 
applies  the  lash  to  all  who  seek  freedom  of  thought  and  action.  It 
would  destroy  all  who  do  not  submit  to  its  dictations.  It  attacks 
those  who  oppose  its  power  in  ways  that  are  dark.  It  is  a  viper 
emitting  its  venom  at  everything  not  itself.  It  believes  it  profits 
by  the  death  of  truth  and  justice.  It  extends  the  hand  of  friendship 
while  it  hides  the  dagger  beneath  its  cloak.  It  has  no  honor,  no 
honesty,  no  sincerity,  no  conscience,  no  manhood.  It  is  the  sum 
of  vindictiveness  with  hatred  ever  present  in  its  thought.  It  will 
stoop  to  the  infinitessimal  to  gain  its  end.  It  possesses  the  malve- 
olence  of  the  devil  without  his  redeeming  traits.  It  manifests  the 
same  spirit  in  all  times  and  places.  It  never  changes  though  it 
seems  to  do  so.  With  the  sinuosity  of  the  rattler  it  moves  among 
the  people.  With  the  cunning  of  the  spider  it  weaves  its  deceptive 
web  to  catch  and  destroy  those  whom  it  hates,  thus  proving  its 
motives  to  be  beneath  that  creature  who  seeks  only  to  obtain  its 
food.  And  this  web  has  caught  some  of  our  fellow-flies  who  have 
been  inveigled  into  those  webs  called  societies  as  the  more  diminu- 
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tive  insect  is  entangled  in  the  meshes  of  the  spider's  web.  Poor 
fly,  it  finds  after  the  entanglement  that  it  can  do  nothing  but  buzz 
while  the  wily  captor  contemplates  a  future  meal. 

These  are  some  of  the  things  that  may  be  said  with  truth  and 
without  prejudice  concerning  that  self-constituted  authority.  If 
the  reader  has  anything  to  add,  why,  say  it,  for  it  cannot  be  amiss. 

To  those  who  do  not  like  this  spider,  I  say — watch  the  Ameri- 
can ^Medical  Association.  STEPHENS. 


Care  of  Sick  Children. 

The  care  of  children  is  ever  a  subject  of  deep  interest  to  the 
general  practitioner  of  medicine,  and  as  the  season  advances  his 
thoughts  naturally  turn  to  a  time  in  the  near  future  when  many  anxious 
moments  will  have  to  be  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  problems  which 
are  not  always  easily  solved. 

In  connection  with  this  subject  the  substance  of  a  very  sensible 
and  timely  article  by  Dr.  M.  Y.  Rotch,  which  recently  appeared  in 
the  Monthly  Encyclopedia,  no  doubt  will  prove  helpful,  and  aid  much 
in  making  less  obscure  a  large  number  of  abnormal  conditions. 

It  is  well  to  understand  that  different  children  often  have  different 
temperaments,  and  some  are  born  with  nerves  which  are  easily  excited, 
while  other  children  are  born  with  nerves  of  a  more  quiet  character. 
By  not  appreciating  this,  and  by  not  being  careful  to  quiet  the  nervous 
child  and  allow  the  calm  child  to  have  more  exciting  surroundings 
than  the  other,  symptoms  may  be  produced  which  often  simulate  sick- 
ness. The  child  under  these  circumstances  is  sick,  but  it  is  being  made 
sick.  The  cry  of  an  infant  who  is  too  young  to  speak,  or  to  indicate 
what  is  troubling  it,  is  of  great  importance  as  a  means  of  knowing 
whether  the  child  is  sick  or  not.  A  perfectly  well  baby  may  cry  lustily, 
merely  indicating  by  its  cry  that  it  is  hungry,  or  that  it  disapproves 
of  its  surroundings  or  treatment.  The  cry  again  may  indicate  pain, 
but  differs  when  it  has  a  pain  from  indigestion  from  the  merely  hungry 
cry.  This,  again,  differs  from  the  intense  cry  of  earache.  An  instance 
is  reported  where  a  young  mother,  almost  from  the  beginning  of  her 
baby's  life,  seemed  to  appreciate  what  its  different  cries  meant,  beyond 
what  is  usual.  At  birth  this  infant  cried  with  hunger,  and,  being 
vigorous,  it  used  both  arms  and  legs,  endeavoring  to  kick  its  mother 
into  attention  to  its  desire  for  food.  One  day  it  began  to  cry  in  a  differ- 
ent tone ;  still,  however,  kicking  as  before.  The  mother  ascertained  that 
it  was  the  cry  of  indigestion  producing  pains  in  the  stomach.  This 
cry,  at  intervals,  continued  for  many  weeks,  and  then,  when  the  food 
was  regulated,  ceased.  A  short  time  afterward,  however,  the  baby 
cried  again,  and  although  it  did  exactly  the  same  thing  with  its  legs, 
and  did  nothing  whatever  with  its  hands  to  point  toward  the  place  of 
irritation,  the  mother  again  recognized  the  difference  from  the  previous 
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cries,  and  found  that  the  baby  was  suffering  from  earache  produced 
by  irritation  at  the  root  of  its  first  tooth,  which  was  just  coming 
through  the  gum,  but  otherwise  presenting  no  symptoms  of  swelling, 
redness  or  tenderness. 

The  first  symptoms  of  tubercular  meningitis  may  be  that  the  child 
gets  frightened  easily,  and  from  being  good  natured  oegins  to  be  cross, 
fn  chorea  the  early  symptoms  may  be  only  slight  winking  of  the  eyes, 
getting  embarrassed  more  than  usual  before  strangers,  a  restless  con- 
dition, not  sitting  still  when  told  to,  or  an  awkward  use  of  the  knife 
and  fork.  Neglect  of  the  teeth,  a  lack  of  care  of  the  mouth,  or  a 
small  area  of  an  infected  tonsil,  not  enough  to  draw  attention 
to  the  throat,  may  be  the  source  of  a  septic  poisoning,  of  a  mild 
grade,  but  sufficient  to  make  a  child  anemic  and  languid. 

There  is  much  difference  in  the  vitality  of  young  children,  and  this 
is  especially  shown  in  infants.  This  should  be  understood  and  appre- 
ciated, and  when  a  bath  of  a  certain  temperature  is  usually  indicated, 
or  where  a  certain  degree  of  temperature  in  the  open  air  may  be  what 
is  good  for  a  number  of  children,  this  may,  in  a  perfectly  healthy 
infant,  be  of  injury  on  account  of  normal  vitality  being  less  in  some 
than  in  others.  In  many  cases,  warm,  fresh  air  in  a  nursery  is  better 
for  certain  babies,  on  account  of  their  individual  vitality,  than  the 
extreme  cold  air  which  is  the  fad  of  the  present  day.  Many  times  in- 
fants are  supposed  to  be  sick  when  they  are  merely  being  exposed  to 
a  too  low  temperature.  This  in  no  way  implies  that  fresh  cold  air  is 
not  good  for  many  healthy  infants,  but  merely  that  each  healthy  infant 
should  be  treated  in  the  way  that  is  best  adapted  to  it  as  an  individual. 
The  younger  the  child  the  more  it  should  be  protected  from  people  who 
endeavor  to  amuse  it  beyond  what  comes  within  the  limit  of  common 
sense.  Some  people  do  not  seem  to  be  able  to  understand  that  some 
variation  is  indicated  in  all  rules  regarding  early  life.  J.  W.  F. 


A  Wiser  and  Safer  Medication. 

It  is  a  pleasure  indeed  for  an  Eclectic  to  read  articles  from 
the  .pens  of  our  old  school  friends  advocating  the  return  to  sane 
therapeutics. 

Xo  less  an  authority  than  Dr.  G.  F.  Butler  writes  in  the 
New  York  Medical  Journal  (April  23.  1910)  :  "We  have  devoted 
too  much  attention  to  the  study  of  disease  and  not  enough  atten- 
tion to  the  suffering  individual.  We  have  neglected  the  treat- 
ment of  ill  persons  in  our  effort  to  make  an  exact  terminological 
diagnosis. 

"The  physician  is  taught  in  medical  college  the  science  of 
medicine,  but  not  the  art  of  medicine.  This,  as  intimated  previously, 
is  due  to  a  lack  of  study  of  therapeutics  and  of  an  appreciation 
of  the  possibilities  of  drugs." 
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The  home  for  true  therapeutics  is  in  the  Eclectic  school.  They 
have  been  the  earnest  investigators  of  medicinal  properties  of  vege- 
table plants  and  their  application  in  diseased  conditions. 

It  has  been  the  aim  of  every  teacher  in  the  Eclectic  Colleges, 
from  the  days  of  Beach  and  King,  to  teach  rational  therapeutics. 
We  have  advocated  the  administering  of  a  drug  or  the  formulating 
of  mixtures  to  meet  the  indications  as  they  arise;  in  other  words, 
to  treat  the  patient  and  not  the  name  of  the  disease. 

The  Eclectic  student  is  taught  the  art  of  prescribing  and  to 
be  a  keen  observer  of  the  patient  at  the  bedside,  to  understand 
the  case  as  presented  and  aid  to  recovery  or  relief,  not  to  combat, 
destroy  or  restrain  nature's  effort  to  cure,  or  to  inflict  hardships 
upon  a  laboring  organ. 

We  have  taught  these  principles  from  the  rostrum,  year  after 
year,  and  how  good  it  is  to  have  our  old  school  friends  advocate 
at  this  late  day  the  principles  taught  in  Eclectic  Colleges  during 
the  last  fifty  years ! 

It  would  cause  the  hearts  of  King  and  Scudder  to  beat  with 
joy  if  they  could  be  with  us  to-day  and  hear  the  cry  of  our  friends 
of  the  dominant  school. 

In  an  editorial  (New  York  Medical  Journal,  April  23)  Dr. 
F.  P.  Foster  writes : 

"We  are  hopeful  that  we  shall  return  once  more  to  the  use 
of  the  medicinal  plants  and  drugs,  for  the  utility  of  which  the  ex- 
perience of  thousands  of  years  vouches.  This  sentiment  has  been 
expressed  recently  by  an  eminent  teacher  of  pharmacology,  who, 
in  a  prophetic  passage,  sees  a  time  when  medicine,  'having 
thoroughly  ruined  its  digestion  with  synthetical  remedies,  and 
tested  all  the  organs  of  the  animal  body,'  will  return  once  more 
to  vegetable  drugs  and  employ  them  to  a  greater  extent  than  it 
does  at  present.  The  tendency  of  the  times  is  in  this  direction ; 
more  and  more  attention  is  being  paid  in  the  schools  to  the  investi- 
gation of  plant  constituents,  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  through 
the  combined  work  of  pharmacognosists  and  pharmacologists  the 
teachers  of  medicine  may  yet  be  led  back  to  the  use  of  vegetable 
drugs,  and  away  from  the  synthetics,  which  are  now  enjoying  so 
great  a  vogue." 

It  is  a  deplorable  state  of  affairs  to  learn  from  the  recent 
graduates  of  the  old  school  their  inadequate  knowledge  of  thera- 
peutics, their  pessimistic  ideas  of  drug  action  and  capabilities. 
One  needs  only  to  speak  to  his  pharmacist  to  learn  how  recent 
graduates  of  the  old  schools  are  falling  prey  to  the  nostrum  vender 
and  "manufacturing  chemists"  who  are  flooding  the  market  with 
tablets,  pills  and  mixtures,  under  alluring  titles  of  "anti-syphilitic," 
"anti-constipation,"  "anti-rheumatic,"  etc. 

Can  one  realize  wrhat  the  future  has  in  store  for  a  graduate 
in  medicine  from  a  college  in  a  State  like  New  York,  where  the 
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"Examining*  Board"  does  not  examine  the  applicant  in  therapentics? 

It  is  most  essential  that  we  discover  the  cause  and  prevention 
of  disease  but  it  should  not  be  carried  too  far  at  the  bedside  in 
private  practice ;  as  it  is  here  we  are  called  by  the  patient,  who  is 
ill  to  relieve  him  of  his  suffering  and  that  alone  should  be  the 
object  of  our  compensation. 

The  chaotic  condition  of  old  school  therapy  is  lamentable. 

HEEVE. 


August  F.  Freeh,  M.D. 

On  April  29,  Dr.  August  F.  Freeh  died  in  the  German  Hospital 
of  this  city,  after  a  short  illness,  from  pneumonia. 

One  of  the  most  marked  personalities  among  the  Germans  of  the 
metropolis  thus  disappears  from  the  stage  of  life.  A  physician  of  far- 
reaching  knowledge,  great  skill  and  scrupulous  conscientiousness,  an 
orator  gifted  as  few  with  the  powers  of  convincing  others,  and  a  man 
of  extraordinary  talent.  Dr.  Freeh  had  erected  for  himself  a  lasting 
monument.  Nothing  was  too  hard  nor  too  difficult  for  him  in  his 
profession.  Up  to  the  last  moment  he  visited  his  patients  in  all  parts 
of  the  city. 

In  Masonic  and  Odd*  Fellows  circles  his  death  will  be  most  sin- 
cerely mourned.  Perhaps  the  best  known  and  best  liked  Mason  of  the 
Ninth,  German  District.  Dr.  Freeh  repeatedly  was  at  the  head  of 
his  lodge,  Trinity  No.  12,  and  was  the  first  district  deputy  grand 
master  of  that  district  when  Grand  Master  Stewart  in  1896  created 
a  separate  German  district.  Among  the  Odd  Fellows,  a  member 
of  the  German  Charles  Sumner  Lodge,  No.  387,  he  was  in  high 
esteem,  and  for  a  time  at  the  head  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
State  of  New  York. 

Among  the  Germans  of  this  city  his  memory  will  be  held  in  venera- 
tion. He  was  president  of  the  Free  German  School  in  East  Fourth 
Street,  and  as  such  worked  untiringly  for  the  maintenance  of  that  insti- 
tution. Politically  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  a  member  of  the  General 
Committee  of  Tammany  Hall  for  many  years.  The  onlv  office  he  ever 
filled  politically  was  that  of  physician  of  the  Pension  Bureau. 

Dr.  Freeh  was  born  January  26,  183 1,  at  Wuerzburg,  Germany. 
His  father  was  Dr.  Frederick  Freeh,  physician  to  one  of  the  Bavarian 
courts  of  justice.  His  mother,  nee  von  der  Tann,  was  a  relative  of  the 
famous  general.  Studying  medicine  at  Wuerzburg  and  Muenchen,  the 
young  physician  soon  left  his  country  for  South  America,  whence  he 
came  to  New  Orleans,  and  after  practicing  there  for  a  number  of  years, 
came  to  New  York  more  than  fifty  years  ago.  During  the  Civil  War 
he  served  as  surgeon  in  the  First  New  York  Volunteers  Regiment.  On 
June  12,  1866,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Minna  Bergmann,  who  survives 
him,  together  with  a  son,  Alfred,  and  a  daughter,  Olga. 
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Dr.  Freeh's  name  will  be  held  in  grateful  memory  among  the  Eclec- 
tic physicians  of  this  city,  from  his  activity  in  their  ranks  as  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  the  City  of  New  York. 


Original  Articles 

Cancer  of  the  Rectum  and  its  Complications. 

BY  ELI  G.  JONES,  M.D. 

I  have  been  asked  to  report  this  case  by  my  medical  friends 
because  it  has  some  peculiar  features.  A  woman  of  75  years  old, 
whose  habits  of  life  had  been  regular,  never  had  any  protracted 
illness  to  use  up  her  "reserve  force,"  which  was  all  needed  as  the 
sequel  will  show.  She  had  been  treated  by  a  rectal  specialist  for 
piles.  There  were  three  tumors  in  the  rectum  about  6  inches 
above  the  anus.  Pieces  of  one  of  these  tumors  had  been  examined 
by  two  Pathologists  and  they  pronounced  it  "adenoid  cancer."  The 
family  physician  was  a  graduate  of  Heidelberg,  Germany;  a  fine 
man  and  one  of  the  best  Greek  scholars  in  this  country.  The  other 
physician  I  met  in  the  case,  was  an  Eclectic,  one  of  the  finest  men 
I  ever  met,  he  has  since  passed  over  to  that  Heaven  where  all 
good  doctors  go.  The  understanding  was  that  the  family  doctor 
should  visit  the  case  every  day,  and  the  Eclectic  twice  a  week  as 
he  lived  in  a  city  near  by.  I  was  to  see  the  patient  once  a  week 
with  the  other  doctors.  The  plan  of  treatment  agreed  upon  was 
sulphate  strychnine  1-30  gr.  one  granule  before  each  meal  and 
at  bedtime.  To  act  upon  the  growth  in  the  rectum  %  gr-  °f 
phytolaccin  was  given  once  in  3  hours.  It  seemed  to  have  some 
good  effect,  but  we  found  later  on  that  jatropa  (bull  nettle)  had  a 
better  effect.  We  gave  2  tablets  once  in  3  hours  of  jatropa 
iy2  gr.,  phytolaccin  %  gr.,  double  sulphide  y2  gr.  These  tablets 
are  prepared  by  Dr.  W.  H.  Burgess,  of  Chattanooga,  Tenn.  Every 
other  day  we  injected  20  drops  of  specific  tr.  thuja  into  the  largest 
tumor.  It  did  not  cause  much  if  any  pain,  and  only  a  slight  eleva- 
tion of  temperature.  The  most  of  the  time  she  complained  of  a 
pressure  and  fullness  in  the  rectum.  For  this  the  collinsonia  was 
given  in  the  usual  dose  and  it  always  relieved  her.  In  about  three 
months  the  large  tumor  came  away  in  a  mass  and  left  a  smooth 
surface.  The  other  tumors  were  occasionally  treated  in  the  same 
way  by  injection  of  tr.  thuja.  The  large  tumor  that  came  away 
measured  3  inches  long,  about  half  an  inch  thick  and  weighed  \y2 
ounces.  There  was  some  bronchical  irritation  for  which  we  pre- 
scribed Specific  tr.  stillingia  04,  syr.  wild  cherry  5 120  mix.  sig. 
teaspoonful  once   in   2   hours,  this   remedy   helped  that  difficulty. 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW 


121 


The  pulse  at  times  showed  a  hardness  and  tension  from  the  irrita^ 
tion  in  the  rectum,  for  which  small  doses  of  veratrum  were  given 
when  needed.  Baths  of  epsom  salts  one  ounce  to  the  pint  of  warm 
water  were  given  every  night.  Xo  opiates  or  coal  tar  products 
wrere  allowed.  When  she  needed  anything  for  her  nerves,  we  gave 
small  doses  of  tr.  hyoscyamus.  Later  on  in  the  case  she  developed 
an  abscess  in  the  right  buttocks  about  8  inches  back  of  the  anus 
near  the  spinal  cord,  when  that  abscess  opened,  the  opening  was  as 
large  as  my  hands  placed  together  partly  opened.  The  inner  end  of 
the  pistulous  canal  struck  the  rectum  about  8  inches  above  the  anus, 
but  did  not  enter  it.  It  was  a  splendid  chance  to  study  the  anatomy 
of  the  parts.  The  two  doctors,  figuratively  speaking,  threw  up  their 
hands  and  said,  ''How  are  you  ever  going  to  heal  that  thing  up?"  I 
said,  "I  will  show  you  how  I'll  heal  it  up."  I  ordered  echafolta  (Lloyd) 
one  teaspoonful  once  in  3  hours  in  a  little  water,  also  the  "eclectic 
wash,"  I£.  F.  E.  Lobelia  herb,  Fl.  Ex.  Baptisia,  aagl,  sulp..  zinc.  51, 
aqua  hot  01  make  an  infusion.  Mix  one  ounce  of  that  in  a  pint  of 
warm  water.  LTse  a  douche  and  wash  the  abscess  out  with  this  wash 
three  times  a  day  and  wet  gauge  with  the  wash  and  fill  up  the  abscess 
opening  with  it.  In  about  10  days  the  stomach  rebelled  against  the 
echafolta,  so  we  substituted  tr.  echinacea.  In  three  weeks  the  abscess 
had  all  healed  up.  The  two  doctors  said  it  was  a  miracle,  they  had 
never  seen  anything  like  it  in  their  lives.  The  German  doctor,  a  regular 
physician,  said  to  me.  "I  want  to  know  something  about  these  reme- 
dies you  prescribe,  where  can  I  get  Eclectic  books  and  journals."  I 
told  him  just  what  books  to  get  and  a  course  of  reading  to  put  him 
wise  as  to  how  the  Eclectics  do  things.  Injections  of  warm  olive  oil 
were  given  high  up  in  the  rectum  as  far  as  the  sigmoid  to  keep  the 
passage  clear,  most  of  the  time,  well  formed  feces  were  passed  showing 
that  there  was  no  stricture  of  the  bowels.  Later  on  in  the  case,  upon 
visiting  the  patient,  I  found  out  after  an  examination  of  the  rectum, 
that  there  was  considerable  induration  of  the  walls  of  the  rectum,  and 
there  were  three  ridges  running  obliquely  across  the  side  of  the  rectum. 
When  we  retired  to  consult  on  the  case  I  said,  "Those  ridges  are  grow- 
ing in  the  rectum  and  it  will  close  up  the  rectum  in  a  week  and  then 
there  will  have  to  be  an  artificial  anus  made."  The  doctors  said,  "Well, 
what  can  we  do  about  it?"  I  replied,  "I'll  take  down  those  ridges  in 
the  rectum  or  else  I'll  take  down  my  shingle."  We  prepared  a  remedy 
for  injection  into  those  ridges  as  follows : 

1>. — Carbolic  Acid  C.  P.  5ss, 

Aqua  Distilate  ^1, 

Mix  and  add  Glycerine  pure  55s, 

Tr.  Sodine  51 1.  , 
Mix,  sig.  inject  half  a  fluid  drachme  into  one  ridge  at  a  time  every 
other  day.    In  a  week,  I  found  upon  examination,  the  ridges  growing 
smaller  and  we  finally  flattened  them  down,  leaving  some  slight  in- 
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duration  of  the  walls  of  the  rectum.  During  the  treatment  of  the 
case  several  complications  arose,  but  we  met  them  and  treated  them 
successfully.  Cactina  quinine  and  glonoin  were  given  so  as  to  keep 
her  vitality  but  at  last  the  system  failed  to  respond  to  the  tonic  effect 
of  the  remedies.  The  faithful  old  heart  that  had  served  her  so  well 
all  those  long  years  just  seemed  to  get  tired  and  stop  beating.  Thus 
for  a  year  and  a  half  we  fought  off  death  in  a  hand  to  hand  fight.  I 
have  always  believed  that  it  is  the  supreme  test  of  a  doctor's  skill  to 
be  able  to  meet  complications  as  they  arise.  A  doctor  of  the  regular 
school  in  one  of  the  southern  states  wrote  me  that  his  wife  had  what 
the  doctor  called  cancer  of  the  uterus.  A  consultation  of  doctors  had 
been  held  and  they  decided  that  she  must  be  operated  on.  One  doctor 
present  advised  the  husband  to  consult  me.  So  he  wrote  me  before 
the  operation,  just  how  his  wife  was.  I  told  him  not  to  have  her  operated 
on  and  told  him  how  to  cure  her.  He  wrote  me  a  few  weeks  later. 
"I  hope  that  your  diagnosis  is  wrong,  I  have  always  believed  and  I 
was  taught  that  there  was  no  cure  for  cancer."  I  wrote  him.  "Never 
mind  what  you  think  or  what  you  have  been  taught  to  believe,  get  after 
that  cancer  and  stick  to  it  until  you  cure  it.  The  world  to-day  de- 
mands men  who  can  do  things,  not  men  who  fold  their  hands  and 
say.  it  can't  be  done.'  " 

Later  on  I  got  a  letter  from  him,  telling  me  that  his  wife  was 
free  from  pain,  no  discharge  and  was  doing  her  housework. 

There  is  a  lesson  in  the  above  article  and  it  is  when  once  vou  have 
commenced  the  right  treatment  just  make  up  your  mind  to  "fight  it  out 
on  that  line.''  Burlington,  Xew  Jersev. 


Treatment  of  Hysteria. 

THEODORE  DAVIS  ADLERMAX,  A.B.,  M.D. 

(Read  at  the  17th  Annual   Meeting  of  the   Eclectic  Medical  Society  of 

the  County  of  Kings.) 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen :  In  bringing  again  to  your  notice  the 
subject  of  hysteria,  I  do  so  at  the  request  of  a  few  of  my  friends,  who 
thought  that  I  did  not  go  deep  enough  as  to  treatment  in  my  last 
article  on  hysteria,  read  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Brooklyn  Thera- 
peutic Society. 

The  task  of  the  physician  in  treating  hysteria  is  not  an  easy  one. 
and  is,  in  fact,  very  difficult,  requiring  patience  and  persistency  on 
the  part  of  the  physician  and  those  that  surround  the  patient.  Xo 
doctor  will  ever  succeed  in  any  case  of  hysteria  if  he  depends  on 
drugs  only,  and  if  he  does  not  assume  complete  control  of  the  patient 
and  the  nurse — or  if  no  nurse  control  of  those  that  surround  your 
hysterical  case.  The  physician's  control  must  be  absolute,  and  his 
directions  and  his  will  must  be  final. 
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Before  proceeding  with  the  treatment,  let  us  all  agree  that  a 
great  many,  if  not  all,  hysterical  symptoms  are  psychic,  and  you 
must,  therefore,  obtain  the  confidence  of  your  patient  in  the  fullest 
possible  measure,  and  thus  gain  the  psychic  control,  so  to  say. 

The  obedience  to  your  instructions  must  be  absolute,  and  should 
you  allow  them  to  be  broken  your  control  is  gone,  and  you  might 
as  well  retire  from  the  case. 

The  therapy  of  hysteria  can,  perhaps,  best  be  subdivided  into 
the  etiologic  and  psychotherapeutic. 

Your  etiologic  treatment  must  consist  in  removing  your  patient 
from  such  deleterious  influences  which  may  constitute  disturbing 
factors,  saying  otherwise  a  removal  from  the  general  disturbing 
unrest  to  one  of  peace  must  be  accomplished. 

For  mild  or  recent  cases  of  hysteria,  however,  when  the  condi- 
tions of  life  are  rational  and  happy  and  if  the  relatives  are  intelligent 
enough  and  understand  how  to  exercise  a  firm,  and  as  per  your 
directions,  guidance  and  ruling,  things  may  be  left  alone,  so  to 
say,  but  in  most  cases  circumstances  are  not  so  favorable  and  rela- 
tives are  either  over  anxious,  or  entirely  too  weak,  with  no  will- 
power whatever,  and  in  such  cases  the  removal  of  your  patient 
under  some  competent  surveillance  is  necessary. 

Specific  Treatment. 

The  modified  rest  cure,  or  the  complete  Weir  Mitchell  rest 
cure,  can,  of  course,  be  tried  in  a  few  cases  where  the  pecuniary 
means  of  your  patient  will  allow  it,  and  the  complete  rest  cure 
will  give  you  probably  better  results  even  if  it  is  expensive,  and  in 
this  case,  if  you  try  the  rest  cure,  the  choice  of  a  nurse  is  a  very 
important  matter.  She  must  not  only  be  a  nurse,  but  a  companion 
to  your  patient  as  well.  It  is  the  nurse  that  will  help  you  or 
hinder  you  from  deciphering  the  fixed  ideas  that  dominate  "your 
patient" — and  that  is  what  you  are  after,  for  if  you  modify  or  destroy 
these  fixed  ideas  you  remove  the  source  of  morbid  mentalization. 

I  am  not  much  in  favor  of  hypnotic  methods  in  hysteria.  We 
will  agree  that  hysterical  patients  are  easily  hypnotized,  and  while 
you  may  get  temporary  results  in  a  few  cases,  in  a  great  many  cases, 
after  the  seances  were  discontinued,  the  disease  came  forth  in  a  much 
stronger  degree. 

Electrical  treatment  is  often  employed  with  advantage  for  the 
general  condition  and  for  some  special  symptoms.  Static  electricity 
or  general  faradization  may  be  given. 

Hydrotherapeutics :  Douches  of  cold  water  applied  for  5-10-25 
seconds  to  trunk  and  limbs,  avoiding  the  head  and  then  douches 
followed  by  brisk  friction.  In  some  cases  it  is  good  to  commence 
the  douch  with  warm  water  and  change  swiftly  to  very  cold  water. 

Drugs :  Do  not  work  under  the  impression  that  the  effect  of 
your  drugs  is  only  moral ;  in  hysteria  medicines  are  of  undisputed 
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value,  tonics  are  very  useful.  The  valerianates  of  zinc,  iron  and 
anidine,  are  of  great  value.  V  alerianic  acid  has  a  decided  effect  upon 
the  cerebral  cortex.  You  can  administer  valerian  in  the  fluid 
extract  form  or  tincture ;  asafetida  combined  with  menthol  vale- 
rianate are  valuable  remedies  in  intestinal  troubles  of  hysterics. 
While  mild  hysterical  fits  are  best  left  alone,  do  not  show  your 
patient  that  his  or  her  condition  causes  you  any  anxiety  and  the 
attack  will  not  last  long;  and  you  can  then  administer  hyoscyamus 
or  valerian,  after  you  isolate  your  case  into  a  dark  room.  It  has 
been  my  habit  of  using  a  mixture  of  Adonis  Vinalis  in  conjunction 
with  small  doses  of  bromides,  and  I  found  it  particularly  useful 
in  reducing  the  number  of  hysterical  attacks.  I  do  not  use  either 
opium,  cocaine  or  chloroform  inhalation.  I  have  not  found  them 
necessary. 

Ignatia :  I  have  found  this  drug  useful  in  a  few  cases  in 
preventing  an  attack.  I  have  lately  used  it  in  conjunction  with 
stramonium  and  my  results  have  been  very  gratifying. 

The  treatment  of  the  genito-urinary  tract  certainly  should 
receive  the  necessary  attention,  but  there  is  no  reason  whatever 
to  mutilate  any  woman,  or  to  remove  her  uterus  or  ovaries  simply 
because  she  has  hysteria.  Only  very  rarely  does  gynecologic  treat- 
ment produce  an  essential  or  lasting  improvement  (I  will  not  say 
a  cure)  in  hysteria,  and  in  this  view  I  am  supported  by  such  men 
as  Chuch,  Forcheimer,  Allbutt  and  quite  a  few  others.  In  fact, 
there  are  quite  a  few  cases  in  which  gynecologie  treatment,  if  long 
continued,  has  increased  the  hysterical  symptoms.  Urgent  indica- 
tions for  gynecologic  treatment  must,  of  course,  be  attended  to  in 
spite  of  hysteria,  but,  gentlemen,  go  slow,  go  slow. 

Hysteria  and  dyspepsia  combined  have  to  be  treated  as  well  as 
vomiting,  and  in  these  cases  you  may  have  to  feed  your  patient 
by  rectum,  as  well  as  to  use  the  stomachic  drugs  indicated. 

The  dieting  of  cases  of  hysterical  disorders  of  digestion  is 
rather  complex,  as  you  must  have  a  sufficiently  nutritious  diet  and 
avoid  the  other  two  extremes  of  giving  too  much  or  not  giving 
enough  and  thus  obtain  anorexia.  Laryngeal  spasms  and  hysteri- 
cal coughs  or  sneezings  can  be  interrupted  by  pulling  the  pro- 
truded tongue. 

The  use  of  cold  rectal  injections  or  the  dash  of  cold  water  during 
the  convulsive  attack  should  not  be  forgotten. 

If  morbid  states  can  be  produced  by  suggestion,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  morbid  states  can  also  be  cured  by  suggestion.  Sugges- 
tion is  very  easy  during  a  hysterical  attack  itself,  especially  where 
the  patients  speak,  hear  and  answer,  and  your  main  object  at  this 
stage  should  be  the  cultivation  of  the  will  and  the  control  of  the 
patient  over  unruly  emotions  and  unstable  reflex  centres.  In  the 
therapeutics  of  hysteria  the  suggestive  side  should  always  be  kept 
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in  view.  The  influence  upon  the  mind  should  be  educational  as 
well  as  impressional.  The  performance  of  elaborate  office  or  labora- 
tory tests,  if  they  do  no  more  than  inspire  the  patient  with  confidence 
in  the  doctor,  are  time  well  spent. 

70  Rogers  Avenue,  Brooklyn. 


Metabolic  Poisons. 

BY  DAVID  ALPERIN,  M.D. 

Read  at  the  Forty-Ninth  Annual  Session  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society 
of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Both  poisonous  and  non-poisonous  alkaline  and  non-alkaline  sub- 
stances result  from  the  chemical  disintegration  of  animal  and  vegetable 
tissues,  as  well  as  from  the  vital  processes  going  on  within  them ;  again 
they  may  be  the  result  of  the  action  of  inferior  moulds  or  enzymes 
upon  the  above-mentioned  tissues,  especially  proteins  or  albuminoid 
bodies  (albumen,  globulin,  nucleo-albumen,  albumose,  peptone,  etc.). 

Considering  that  in  health  the  albumen  of  organs  or  the  albumen 
in  the  blood  is  transformed  into  urea,  then  disease  will  essentially  con- 
sist of  that.  Under  altered  circumstances,  the  unstable  albumen  under- 
goes various  destructive  processes,  and  abnormal  substances  are  pro- 
duced just  as  numerous  as  the  different  causes  producing  disease. 

The  resulting  products  of  albumen  decomposition  are  usually  of  a 
basic  nature ;  they  may  also  be  prepared  synthetically,  among  which  are 
lysatin,  lysin,  guamdin,  amido-acids,  benzol  derivatives,  etc. 

Many  of  these  substances  which  exist  in  the  organism  as  metabolic 
products  (also  called  leucomaines),  belong  to  the  uric  acid,  creatinin 
and  chalin  groups,  and  may  produce  in  man  auto-intoxication,  through 
faulty  or  perverted  elimination.  The  enzymes  or  unformed  ferments 
are  partly  poisonous  substances  of  animal  and  vegetable  origin ;  they 
are  produced  generally  by  cell  activity  and  may  be  classified  as  amylo- 
lytic  (diastatic)  ;  proteolytic  (albumen-splitting)  ;  steatolytic  (fat-split- 
ting). Many  poisons  are  found  among  the  proteolytic  enzymes  of 
plants ;  to  these  inanimate  substances  possessing  great  chemical  energy 
is  attributed  the  property  of  destroying  living  albumen,  manifested  by 
disease  symptoms  producing  the  same  effect  as  do  the  pathological  albu- 
minoid derivatives  of  the  sick  animal  organism. 

The  fact  that  putrid  albumen  can  act  as  a  poison  has  been  known 
for  many  years.  Aristotle  speaks  of  the  poison  used  by  the  Scythes  on 
their  weapons,  prepared  from  human  and  serpents'  blood  or  serum 
which  was  previously  subjected  to  putrefaction.  If  proteids  or  their 
analogous  bodies  are  subjected  to  decomposition,  the  new-formed  prod- 
ucts, must  differ  according  to  the  nature  of  the  decomposing  substances 
and  external  influences ;  humidity,  air,  light,  heat,  and  catalytic  agents 
inducing  such  decomposition.    This  product  may  still  remain  a  proteid 
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variety  or  be  changed  into  substances  of  pronounced  basic  character 
which  are  called  ptomaines  (ptoma-cadavre)  or  cadavre-alkaloids  and 
as  they  are  poisonous  also  called  toxins.  These  products  are  toxicologi- 
cally  very  important  in  forensic  medicine,  especially  in  autopsy,  where 
homicide  or  suicide  by  poisons  are  suspected ;  in  such  cases,  substances 
alkaline  in  nature  and  similar  to  vegetable  alkaloids  have  been  found 
and  great  care  should  be  taken  by  the  forensic  chemist  to  distinguish 
ptomaines  from  alkaloids,  as  they  very  often  show  great  similarity  in 
their  physical  (optical  activity,  etc.)  and  chemical  relations.  Legal 
murders  have  been  committed  and  may  be  committed  by  a  too  hasty 
and  indiscriminative  examination,  and  by  the  incompetence  of  the 
chemist  in  charge.  If  not  positive  of  the  finding,  benefit  of  the  doubt 
should  be  given  to  the  defendant.  In  a  criminal  case  conducted  in 
Germany  an  alkaloid  substance  was  extracted  at  the  autopsy  reacting 
to  conine  tests,  but  which  was  later  found  to  be  ptomaine.  In  three 
different  criminai  cases  in  Italy,  substances  were  prepared  from  bodies 
and  were  pronounced  to  be:  delphinine,  morphine,  and  strychnine,  re- 
spectively, by  some  of  the  foremost  experts  in  that  country,  which  sub- 
stances were  really  ptomaines. 

Experimentally,  substances  have  been  extracted  from  decomposing 
animal  bodies  having  certain  properties  common  in  such  vegetable 
alkaloids  as  confine,  nicotine,  chinine  (animal  chinoidine),  veratrine, 
digitaline,  picrotoxin.  Some  of  the  ptomaines  are  produced  even  before 
any  odor  of  putrefaction  can  be  detected.  Dr.  Lanz  mentions  in  the 
Deutsche  Medicinische  Wochenschrift  that  in  the  medicinal  use  of  an 
apparently  fresh  thyroid  preparation,  poisonous  symptoms  such  as 
nausea,  vomiting,  tachycardia,  vertigo,  collapse,  etc.,  were  observed; 
Mason  and  Gregoire,  in  Chemiker  Zeitung,  speak  of  cases  where  ani- 
mals died  from  using  corn  malt  which  was  apparently  good,  but  which 
on  account  of  strong  fermentation,  contained  ptomaines ;  on  the  other 
hand,  fibrin,  which  was  putrid  for  eight  months  did  not  affect  animals 
fed  on  it;  the  reason  being  that  the  poison  disappears  at  the  beginning 
of  the  real  putrefaction,  due  to  a  further  analysis  of  the  ptomaines  into 
their  non-poisonous  derivatives.  The  relative  harmlessness  of  putrid 
muscle  fibre  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  the  Eskimos  live  on  stinking  putrid 
meats,  suffering  no  poisonous  effects  whatever.  New  York. 


Eclectic  medical  practice  is  affirmative  and  positive,  based  on  sci- 
ence and  experiment — not  a  mere  negative  to  the  errors  of  other 
schools. 


In  science  the  Eclectic  idea  insinuates  itself  into  all  departments, 
separating  the  true  from  the  untrue,  the  good  from  the  bad,  the  valua- 
ble from  the  worthless. 
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Hyoscyamus. 

BY  M.  MC  GISTSfiS  JONES,  M.D. 

The  exact  curative  properties  of  this  drug  are  at  present  little 
understood  by  writers,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  though 
I  have  used  it  a  great  deal  in  any  and  all  conditions  where  the 
nervous  equilibrium  is  disturbed,  either  by  shock  or  constant  tension. 
Where  the  patient  is  very  restless,  whether  it  be  the  delirium  of 
fever  or  alcoholism,  or  the  restlessness  attending  rheumatic  fever, 
chorea,  neurasthenia;  where  there  is  exhaustion  in  the  feeble  from 
age,  who  are  overtaxed  either  by  social  duties,  or  those  imposed  by 
circumstances  necessary  to  maintain  a  livelihood,  in  this  strenuous 
age.  The  patient  complains  of  heat  and  a  burning  pain  at  the  base  of 
the  brain,  often  getting  up  during  the  night,  and  applying  cold  water 
to  the  occipital  region.  One  drop  of  the  Sp.  Tr.  of  Hyoscyamus 
given  every  hour  for  a  day  will  assist  in  gaining  a  composed  con- 
dition.   Then  continue  the  remedy  every  three  hours. 

With  this  composure  the  system  has  a  chance  to  assimilate 
nutrition.  These  cases  are  so  very  negligent  regarding  their  diet 
it  is  next  to  impossible  to  cure  them,  for  before  one  hand  is  cured 
they  will  put  the  other  in  the  fire,  so  to  speak. 

When  one  is  pleased  with  the  progress  of  the  case,  one's  next 
report  is  that  of  a  relapse — '"cause,"  a  luncheon  or  tea  at  the  Astor 
or  Waldorf — couldn't  sleep  that  night,  etc.,  etc. 

Patients  suffering  from  disturbed  sleep  and  frightful  dreams 
may  take  the  following  with  good  results : 

Sp.  Tr.  Hyoscyamus,  gts.  xx, 

Sp.  Tr.  Xanthox,  5i, 

Aq.  q.  s.  ad  Jiii, 

Sig.  oi  every  two  hours. 

Ellingwoqd  says:  "In  flushed  face,  wild,  red  and  restless  eyes, 
Hyoscyamus  is  a  sure  remedy." 

In  conclusion  will  say,  it  is  a  remedy  to  be  depended  upon 
when  composing  effect  is  required,  to  enable  one  to  treat  the  con- 
ditions of  disease.  It  does  not  interfere  with  sustaining  the  vital 
forces,  nor  lock  up  secretions  as  do  all  opiates,  but  rather  assists 
other  medication. 

New  York  City. 


Eclectics  believe  it  is  the  province  of  the  physician  to  know  and 
apply  remedial  agents  which,  according  to  his  best  knowledge,  conform 
most  exactly  to  the  laws  of  physiology  and  operate  as  auxiliaries  to 
the  healing  power  of  nature. 
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Items  from  the  Field  of  Neurology. 

BY  THEODORE  DAVIS  ADLERMAX,  A.BV  M.D. 

Kraflft-Ebing  reaches  the  following  conclusions  on  the  importance 
of  menstruation  in  determining  mental  irresponsibility: 

1.  It  is  useful  to  consider  the  mental  soundness  of  women 
during  menstruation  from  a  medico-legal  point. 

2.  It  is  advisable  where  a  woman  is  held  on  a  criminal  charge 
to  ascertain  whether  the  commission  of  the  act  coincided  with  the 
menstrual  period,  and  by  "period"  is  meant  not  only  the  days  when 
there  is  actual  flowing,  but  those  before  and  after  as  well. 

3.  It  is  best  to  advise  examination  of  the  mental  condition 
when  such  coincidence  is  established.  This  is  indispensable  when 
there  is  a  personal  history  of  neuropathic  defect  of  mental  distur- 
bance at  the  time  of  previous  menstrual  periods  or  when  the  nature 
of  the  act  reveals  any  striking  features. 

4.  When  the  menstrual  process  exerts  a  powerful  influence 
on  the  mental  life  of  the  subject,  the  accused  should  be  given  the 
benefit  of  exterminating  circumstances  in  the  infliction  of  the  penalty, 
even  although  there  be  no  proof  of  menstrual  insanity. 

5.  When  the  offense  of  crime  has,  in  a  person  whose  mind  is 
impaired,  occurred  during  the  menstrual  period,  she  must  be  de- 
clared irresponsible  for  there  is  every  reason  to  think  the  act  due 
to  emotional  impulse. 

The  etiological  relation  of  certain  conditions  to  aphasia  is  the 
subject  of  papers  by  Chereau  and  Cowe.  They  adduce  evidence  in 
a  number  of  cases,  which  would  seem  to  indicate  that  tobacco 
may  cause  temporary  aphasia  Avhich,  if  the  habit  is  continued,  may 
prove  grave.  Cowe  reports  four  cases  of  aphasia  occurring  during 
the  puerperal  period  and  adds  sixteen  others  from  literature.  It 
is  sometimes  hysterical,  in  others  it  is  uraemic.  In  nearly  one- 
half  of  the  cases  the  aphasia  is  associated  with  right  hemiplegia 
and  due  to  embolism  or  thrombosis.  Having  occurred  in  one 
pregnancy,  it  is  liable  to  reoccur  in  the  next  and  usually  about  one 
week  after  delivery. 


It  is  claimed  that  I  am  somewhat  of  a  pessimist,  perhaps  (I 
say  perhaps)  I  am  one,  but  then  can  any  one  tell  me  how7  any  man 
with  a  grain  of  philosophy  in  him,  how  he  can  help  being  a 
pessimist. 


While  it  is  true  that  accepted  teachings  as  to  cerebral  or 
cortical  localization  or  representation  of  vital  functions  apply  only 
to  those  functions  which  are  volitional,  or  under  the  domination  of 
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mind,  there  are  certain  of  these  functions  which  are  partly  volitional 
and  partly  automatic,  or  reflex,  which  it  seems  probable  are  in 
relation  to  representative  cortical  areas.  The  sexual  function,  for 
example  is  clearly  related  to  psychical  impressions  and  impulses 
as  is  true  of  the  functions  of  the  bladder  and  rectum,  though  of 
course  to  a  lesser  extent.  The  heart  can  be  said  to  be  controlled 
in  certain  cases  to  a  certain  extent  by  cerebral  impulses.  A  case 
of  epilepsy  of  the  cardiac  variety  affords  evidence  (according  to 
Dercum  in  Journal  of  Mental  D.  L.)  of  the  probable  existence 
of  a  cortical  cardiac  centre,  though  its  exact  location  is  not 
determined.  

A  case  of  pure  motor  aphasia  with  ability  to  read  and  to  write 
down  thoughts  fluently  with  the  left  hand,  due  to  extensive  soften- 
ing principally  affecting  the  left  frontal  convolutions  and  border- 
ing central  convolutions,  but  extending  deeply  even  to  the  internal 
capsule  in  the  white  substance  is  reported  by  Kostenich  in  the 
Central  Blat  fur  Klinishe  Med.  The  cortex  of  the  left  frontal  was 
most  affected.  The  pupils  were  small  and  without  reaction  to 
light,  vision  was  retained  and  ophthalmoscopical  examination  was 
negative.  The  case  was  therefore  in  accord  with  the  statement  that 
ability  to  understand  words  might  be  retained  in  complete  involve- 
ment of  the  frontal  convolutions  and  that  agraphia  does  not,  as 
claimed  by  some,  belong  to  Broca's  aphasia. 


Binder  of  Wiirtenberg,  discusses  (Med.  Correspond.  Blate.)  the 
poetry  of  the  insane,  a  large  proportion  of  whom  write  in  verse, 
the  poetic  quality  of  which,  however,  is  usually  not  high.  It  is 
true  a  number  of  great  poets  have  been  insane,  but  only  after 
their  best  work  has  appeared,  and  insanity  can  not  therefore  be 
considered  as  an  evidence  of  their  genius.  The  greatest  poets  were 
not  insane  and  excessive  mental  activity  can  not  be  considered  as 
a  cause  of  the  disease  in  those  who  lost  their  reason,  many  other 
factors,  as  dissipation,  the  use  of  stimulants  and  other  bad  habits 
can  be  accused  with  some  justice.. 


Imposed  insanity  is  a  simple  error  of  judgment,  a  belief  in  the 
reality  of  the  delusions  of  a  lunatic,  it  is  not  accompanied  by 
hallucinations  or  other  morbid  mental  action. 

Simultaneous  insanity  is  a  delusion  produced  at  the  same  time 
in  two  individuals  by  the  same  causes.  There  is  here  an  unusual 
contagion. 

Communicated  insanity  is  the  only  variety  that  is  due  to  mor- 
bid mental  contagion.  It  may  be  communicated  from  a  lunatic 
to  a  sane  person,  or  to  another  lunatic.  The  sole  conditions  for 
its  occurrence  are  a  psychopathic  predisposition  and  a  direct  morbid 
impression. 
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In  treating  hysteria  in  children,  remove  them  from  their  ac- 
customed surroundings  and  family,  a  quiet  life  is  necessary.  Anti- 
spasmodics are  sometimes  indicated.  Potassium  bromide  does  not 
always  give  good  results.  The  valeriamate  of  ammonia  in  tea- 
spoonfuls  may  be  taken  3  times  daily,  opium  is  to  be  avoided,  as  it 
favors  constipation  and  decreases  the  appetite  without  restoring 
intellectual  equilibrium.  Belladonna  and  hyoscyamus  in  doses  of 
0.01  gramme  (1-6  gram)  of  extract  are  useful.  If  you  will  attempt 
to  cure  the  anaemia  with  iron,  you  will  cause  excitement;  cod  liver 
oil  and  sulphate  of  lime  will  do  better.  Slight  galvanic  currents 
with  massage  are  good.    (Simon  in  Medical  and  Surgical  Report.) 

In  my  opinion  the  treatment  of  hysteria  should  be  primarily 
psychical,  in  the  same  time  not  overlooking  the  profound  import- 
ance of  physical  disease  not  only  in  intensifying,  but  also  in  caus- 
ing hysteria. 


Bruzia  (American  Medical  Surgical  Bulletin)  reports  a  case 
of  a  boy  of  8  years  old  in  perfect  health  and  without  hereditary 
taint,  who  was  poisoned  by  drinking  a  considerable  quantity  of 
essence  of  bitter  almonds.  The  intoxication  was  characterized  by 
general  cyanosis,  deep  coma  and  tonic  and  clonic  spasms.  He 
recovered  promptly  from  the  immediate  effects,  but  suffered  sub- 
sequently from  irregularly  repeated  convulsions  and  was  retarded 
both  in  physical  and  in  mental  development.  He  became  morally 
degenerated,  was  frequently  brought  in  conflict  with  the  law  and 
finally  on  account  of  quite  frequent  convulsions  was  sent  to  an 
asylum.  He  developed  hysteria  epilepsy  marked  by  loss  of  con- 
sciousness and  rightsided  hemianaesthesia  and  hemian  algesia. 
There  was  pronounced  moral  weakness  with  tendency  to  impul- 
sive acts. 

70  Rogers  Avenue,  Brooklyn. 


Eclecticism  rejects  nothing  of  the  past  that  is  worthy  of  a  place 
in  the  domain  of  true  medical  science ;  it  adopts  everything  of  the 
present  that  thorough  investigation  and  experimental  tests  demonstrate 
to  be  valuable. 


Medical  Eclecticism  comprises  all  truth  which  is  contained  in  each 
of  the  various  schools  of'  medicine,  and  excludes  all  manifested  error, 
whether  pertaining  to  opinion  or  practice. 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW 


131 


-Materia  iVLedica  and  Therapeutics 

EDITED  BY 

JOHN   WILL  I A  WL   FYFE,  M.  D. 
Short  Articles  giving  definite  indications  for  remedies  are  solicited,  and  may  be  sent  to  Dr.  J.  W.  FYFE,  Saugatnck,  Ct 


Still  Another  Convert. 

In  our  frequent  attempts  to  teach  our  old  school  brethren  practical 
therapeutics  we  have  always  been  more  or  less  handicapped,  for  they 
almost  invariably  persist  in  waiting  until  our  lucid  statements  have 
been  reproduced  by  some  eminent  German  or  English  professor  before 
acknowledging  the  correctness  of  our  conclusions.  This  action  has 
often  made  it  difficult  for  us,  and  greatly  retarded  the  progress  of  our 
pupils.  Everything  considered,  however,  some  of  their  most  prominent 
men  have  made  fairly  good  advancement.  This  fact  is  made  markedly 
apparent  by  a  recent  issue  of  the  Therapeutic  Gazette,  in  which  the 
editor,  Prof.  Hobert  Amory  Hare,  makes  extensive  extracts  from  an 
address  by  Sir  Clifford  Allbutt.  Professor  of  Physics  in  the  University 
of  Cambridge,  delivered  before  the  Royal  Society  of  Medicine  of 
London,  and  adds  his  full  endorsement  of  all  of  the  Eclectic  doctrine 
presented  by  the  distinguished  professor. 

In  commenting  on  Prof.  Albutt's  address  and  Prof.  Hare's  re- 
marks, the  editor  of  Ellingwood's  Therapeutist  reviews  the  position 
of  the  most  prominent  old  school  writers,  in  regard  to  Eclectic  thera- 
peutics, in  a  most  interesting  manner.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  space 
will  not  permit  the  reproduction  of  more  than  a  few  abstracts  from 
Dr.  Ellingwood's  article.    In  part  the  doctor  says : 

"The  celebrated  editor  remarks :  'Therapeutics  is  in 
great  need  of  the  assistance  of  experimental  investigation, 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  we  should  be  dissatisfied 
until  recognized  forms  of  empiricism  have  been  fairly  placed  on  a 
rational  basis.'  On  the  other  hand  he  says,  'the  tendency  to  ignore 
and  depreciate  therapeutic  measures  which  have  not  such  a  foundation 
cannot  be  too  strongly  opposed, 'and  now  he  makes  the  extreme  state- 
ment that  but  few  regular  observers  have  dared  to  make,  because  the 
sectarian  schools  made  so  much  of  it,  and  that  is  'the  effort  that  is 
made  to  teach  the  undergraduate  the  technique  of  pharmacological 
investigation,  with  the  idea  that  it  will  give  him  a  better  conception  of 
the  action  of  the  drugs,  is  a  mistaken  one  if  it  interferes  in  any  way 
with  his  training  in  bedside  therapeutics.'  Shades  of  the  immortal 
Galen,  what  is  going  to  happen? 

"I  will  now  quote  some  of  the  things  that  Professor  Hare  says 
that  Sir  Clifford  states.  Professor  Allbutt  claims  to  occupy  the  position 
of  the  practical  man  in  medicine.  He  claims  that  the  bedside  clinician 
must  know  what  to  do,  for  the  people  properly  look  to  him  to  produce 
results. 
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"  'The  researches  of  the  pharmacologists  have  made  us  more 
precise,  but  if  the  medical  man  had  waited  to  use  digitalis  until  the 
pharmacologist  had  investigated  it  thousands  of  lives  would  have 
been  lost. 

"  'Students  must  not  be  confused  with  the  idea  that  all  therapeutic 
measures  are  valueless,  unless  they  can  be  explained  by  pharmacology. 
On  the  contrary,  he  should  be  assured  that  apart  from  scientific  laws 
and  pharmacological  proof,  he  is  entering  into  a  great  inheritance  of  em- 
pirical knowledge  of  infinite  service  that  will  often  prove  of  crucial 
efficacy,  and  not  rarely  turn  death  into  life.  They  should  be  assured 
that  certain  facts  are  the  result  of  clinical  experience,  even  if  they  can- 
not be  scientifically  explained.'  The  editor  adds :  Tt  would  seem 
from  the  above  that  the  pharmacologist  at  the  present  day  should  be  a 
follower,  not  a  leader.' 

"  'The  student  entering  a  pharmacological  college,  who  thinks 
that  he  is  going  to  learn  practical  maxims  and  rules  that  will  guide  him 
in  his  work  as  a  physician,  will  find  himself  disappointed.'  'They 
must  not  expect  immediate  practical  results  from  the  researches 
carried  out  in  the  laboratory  away  from  the  bedside.' 

"  'The  practical  man  must  be  always  very  much  in  advance  of  the 
researcher.' 

"  'The  pharmacologist  has  thrown  valuable  light  on  some  practi- 
cal methods,  but  most  of  these  methods  were  known  before  the 
researches  were  made.' 

"The  writer  says :  'Our  most  successful  therapeutic  measures  rest 
upon  the  empiricism  of  the  present  time,  not  only  because  the  pharma- 
cologist has  not  yet  'caught  up,'  as  Sir  Clifford  says,  but  because  physi- 
ologists, pathologists  and  bacteriologists  have  not  as  yet  advanced  their 
departments  sufficiently  enough  to  enable  us  to  explain  the  action  of 
certain  remedies.  There  are  multitudes  of  invaluable  means  of  treating 
diseases,  rot  by  scientific  researches  or  deduction,  but  by  clinical  experi- 
mentation and  observation.' 

"Now  is  the  time  to  sing  'Awake,  ye  Saints.'  Hobart  Amory  claims 
he  has  made  that  statement  before.  If  he  and  other  noted  writers  have, 
why  doesn't  the  Committee  on  Pharmacy  and  Chemistry  'sit  up  and  take 
notice'?  The  writer  goes  on,  'The  present  time  is  one  in  which  the  phar- 
macologists should  not  cast  discredit  upon  empirical  therapeutics,  and  the 
clinical  physician  should  not  cast  discredit  upon  experimental  pharma- 
cology. Each  should  support  the  other  and  regard  the  results  of  each 
with  respect  and  admiration,  but  nevertheless  bedside  therapeutics,  for 
the  average  medical  students,  should  take  the  foremost  place,  and 
pharmacological  research  should  be  considered  as  of  secondary  import- 
ance.' The  Millennium  has  certainly  come  when  such  a  conspicuous 
man  as  Hobart  Amory  Hare  will  quote,  word  for  word,  the  statements 
of  the  therapeutic  teachers  of  the  Eclectic  school,  made  almost  con- 
stantly during  the  past  fifty  years.  Now,  why  can't  he  show  his  real 
honesty  and  state  that  these  are  the  underlying  basic  principles  of 
Eclectic  medicine,  and  have  been  all  these  last  decades  ? 
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"Here  is  another  important  statement :  'Even  if  the  time  should 
arrive  when  all  our  therapeutic  measures  have  a  pharmacological  foun- 
dation, and  every  student  has  a  clear  conception  of  the  scientific  status 
of  drugs,  the  man  of  bedside  experience  will  still  possess  a  priceless 
advantage  which  will  make  him  of  infinite  value  to  all  his  clients,  be- 
cause he  will  have  come  to  recognize  that  disease  does  not  follow  hard 
and  fast  lines  of  science,  but  varies  in  its  manifestations,  as  do  the 
effects  of  drugs,  according  to  the  systemic  peculiarities  of  the  indi- 
vidual who  may  be  ill.'  If  it  had  not  been  for  our  recognition  of  these 
facts,  our  principles  of  Specific  Diagnosis  and  Specific  Medication, 
the  foundation  stone  of  our  structure,  would  never  have  been  formu- 
lated." 


Definite  Indications  for  Drugs. 

In  a  valuable  editorial  on  the  importance  of  accurate  indications 
for  the  use  of  remedies,  Dr.  J.  M.  French,  associate  editor  of  the 
Journal  of  Therapeutics  and  Dietetics,  in  part  says  : 

"In  the  case  of  the  standard  remedies,  most  of  them  have  now  been 
carefully  studied,  and  the  indications  definitely  laid  down.  As  examples 
of  these,  take  the  fever  remedies,  aconite  and  veratrum.*  It  is  true  that 
these  are  declared  by  many  authorities  to  be  dangerous  drugs,  and  use- 
less for  therapeutic  purposes.  This,  however,  counts  for  but  little  with 
the  men  who  do  the  real  work  of  treating  the  sick,  in  face  of  the  fact 
that  they  are  used  with  satisfaction  and  success  by  a  large  proportion 
of  the  profession,  who  have  learned  that  in  them  they  have  remedies 
of  the  greatest  value,  and  far  safer  than  the  much-vaunted  coal-tar 
products.  These  remedies  have  been  developed,  and  their  differential 
indications  carefully  laid  down,  largely  by  the  Eclectics,  whose  con- 
clusions are  now  accepted,  and  whose  results  are  duplicated  by  a  large 
and  increasing  proportion  of  the  whole  profession.  The  two  drugs 
agree  in  that  each  is  a  remedy  for  the  condition  known  as  fever.  But 
when  the  pulse  is  small  and  frequent — indicative  of  a  condition  of 
asthenia — aconite  is  the  indicated  drug.  When,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
pulse  is  full  and  bounding  in  addition  to  being  frequent — showing 
a  sthenic  condition — veratrum  is  the  remedy  which  will  best  soften  and 
slow  the  pulse. 

"In  studying  new  remedies  the  first  thing  is  to  determine  their 
therapeutic  indications.  No,  perhaps  I  should  say  that  the  first  thing 
is  to  determine  their  physiological  actions.  This,  however,  is  true  only 
of  those  drugs  which  have  a  physiological  or  poisonous  action.  Some 
of  our  most  valued  remedies  are  devoid  of  any  such  action.  It  is  this 
class  of  drugs  which  the  Council  of  Pharmacy  declares  to  be  of  no 
value.  One  of  these  is  cactus,  a  remedy  known  by  a  great  multitude 
of  physicians  of  all  schools  to  be  of  sterling  value,  but  pronounced  by 
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the  Council  of  Pharmacy  of  the  American  Medical  Association  to  be 
absolutely  valueless.'  Another  remedy  in  the  same  category  is 
echinacea,  which  is  similarly  denounced  by  the  Council.  But  no  man 
'on  the  firing  line'  places  any  dependence  on  the  pronunciamentos  of 
a  board  of  pharmacists  who  themselves  know  nothing  of  the 
work  of  the  general  practitioner,  on  matters  as  far  outside  their 
line  of  work  as  the  action  of  drugs  in  disease.  Drugs  having  a  distinct 
physiological  action  should  have  this  action  proved.  This  indicates  the 
general  nature  and  direction  of  its  action,  but  seldom  tells  much  of 
value  as  to  its  uses  in  diseease. 

"Take  the  two  drugs,  verbena  hastata  and  solanum  carolinense, 
two  drugs  which  have  recently  been  studied  by  the  writer  and  others 
with  especial  reference  to  their  utility  in  the  treatment  of  epilepsy.  The 
first  of  these  can  hardly  be  said  to  have  any  pronounced  physiological 
action  whatever,  and  hence  is  considered  by  most  of  the  'authorities'  as 
of  little  value.  For  myself,  I  have  found  it  to  be  of  great  value  in  many 
cases  of  epilepsy,  while  in  others  it  seems  to  be  absolutely  useless,  or 
sometimes  even  injurious.  This  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we  recall 
the  complex  nature  and  varying  causes  of  epilepsy.  I  have  tried  for 
the  last  seven  years  to  determine  its  indications,  but  as  yet  have  been 
only  partially  successful,  and  am  taking  every  opportunity  to  appeal 
to  every  member  of  the  profession  to  help  in  the  undertaking.  My 
first  discovery  was  that  verbena  is  of  value  in  those  cases — and  they 
are  not  few — in  which  the  bromides  are  injurious.  These  are  probably 
the  anaemic  cases  of  Henle,  as  distinguished  from  those  which  he  terms 
plethoric  cases,  in  which  the  action  of  bromides  might  naturally  be  ex- 
pected to  be  beneficial.  On  the  other  hand,  solanum  was  found  to  be 
adapted  to  the  same  class  of  cases  in  general  as  bromides,  while  avoid- 
ing some  of  their  dangers  and  disadvantages. 

"The  next  thing  determined  was  that  verbena  is  best  adapted  to  the 
milder  and  more  recent  cases,  while  solanum  is  of  the  greatest  value  in 
the  more  severe  and  advanced  cases  of  grand  mal." 


Eupatorium  Aromaticum. 

This  agent  is  most  commonly  known  as  white  snakeroot.  It 
possesses  valuable  nervine  and  antispasmodic  properties,  which  have 
been  found  useful  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  brain  and  nervous 
system.  It  relieves  irritation  and  promotes  normal  activity.  It  also 
favorably  influences  all  of  the  functions  governed  by  the  sympathetic. 
In  pneumonia  indications  for  this  species  of  eupatorium  are  frequently 
presented,  and  in  pleurisy  it  has  often  been  employed  with  advantage. 
In  hysteria  marked  benefit  is  derived  from  its  exhibition,  and  in  chorea 
it  is  deemed  a  remedy  of  controlling  power.  In  hyphochondria  it  is  bene- 
ficially employed,  and  in  the  wakefulness  of  typhoid  and  other  con- 
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tinued  fevers  it  exerts  an  influence  which  favors  rest  and  sleep.  In 
aphthous  diseases  it  is  deemed  useful,  and  in  stomatitis  its  action  is 
corrective.  Gravel  and  irritation  of  the  bladder  also  come  within  the 
curative  range  of  this  medicament. 

The  dose  of  white  snakeroot  is  from  I  to  60  drops  of  the  specific 
medicine  (or  a  good  fluid  extract),  but  from  5  to  20  drops  will  usually 
constitute  a  dose  of  sufficient  power. 


Gelsemium  in  Paralysis  Agitans. 

During  my  study  of  this  drug  I  have  found  an  abnormal  condition 
which  yielded  to  the  gelsemium  that  is  rarely  mentioned  by  those  writ- 
ing upon  this  agent — paralysis  agitans.  Cases  were  reported  which 
had  been  cured  by  this  remedy  alone  if  persisted  in  for  a  sufficient 
length  of  time.  Doses  of  ten  drops  were  given  in  wTater  before  each 
meal.  This  was  continued  for  several  weeks  before  any  improvement 
was  noticed.  Many  forms  of  medication  had  been  used  before  trying 
the  gelsemium,  but  they  had  all  proved  ineffectual. 

Accepting  the  theory  thaf  gelsemium  acts  upon  the  motor  nerves, 
relieving  irritation  caused  by  them  upon  muscular  tissue,  we  can  under- 
stand how  this  pitiable  condition  might  be  entirely  cured  by  the  con- 
tinued administration  of  gelsemium. — Pitts  Edwin  Hawes. 


To  the  new  work  on  Specific  Diagnosis  and  Specific  Medication 
every  Eclectic  physician  can  proudly  point,  and  say :  "In  that  book  is 
contained  the  essential  principles  upon  which  we  exist  as  a  school  of 
medicine." — Dr.  H.  L.  Henderson. 


Society  -Meetings 


SOCIETY  CALENDAR. 

National  Eclectic  Medical  Association.  Meets  at  Boston  in  June,  1910. 
G.  W.  Thompson,  M.D.,  president;  W.  P.  Best,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Meets  at  New 
York,  May,  1910.  S.  A.  Hardy,  M.D.,  president;  E.  H.  King,  M.D.,  sec- 
retary. 

Massachusetts  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  first  Thursday  and  Fri- 
day of  June,  in  Boston.  D.  P.  Borden,  M.D.,  president;  Pitts  Edwin  Howes, 
M.D.,  secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York.  Meets 
third  Thursday  in  each  month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  Street.  C.  Lloyd, 
M.D.,  president;  H.  Harris,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Kings  County  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  annually  in  February. 
Theodore  Adlerman,  M.D.,  president;  A.  B.  Wolf,  M.D.,  secretary. 

New  York  Specific  Medication  Club.  Meets  second  Thursday  in  each 
month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  Street.   James  Moran,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Boston  District  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  the  fourth  Monday  of 
each  month,  excepting  July  and  August,  at  "The  Thorndike,"  Boylston 
street.  F.  G.  Phillimore,  M.D.,  president;  Pitts  Edwin  Howes,  M.D.,  sec- 
retary. 
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National  Eclectic  Medical  Association. 

Boston  in  1910. 

The  Eclectics  throughout  the  country  have  been  pretty  well  in- 
formed of  the  fact  that  the  annual  meeting  of  their  National  Medical 
Association  will  be  held  on  June  28  to  July  1  inclusive,  at  Boston, 
Massachusetts. 

The  word  Boston  is  one  that  awakes  the  thrills  of  pride  and 
patriotism  in  the  hearts  of  every  true  lover  of  this  broad  and  glorious 
country,  and  causes  them  to  make  a  firm  resolve  to  visit  its  historic 
places  which  commemorate  so  much  that  has  tended  to  make  our 
nation  what  it  is  to-day — a  recognized  leader  in  all  that  makes  for  the 
best  for  the  countries  of  the  world. 

Bostonians  are  famous  for  their  pride  in  the  place  of  their  abode. 
This  is  somewhat  of  a  mystery  to  those  who  are  not  familiar  with  its 
many  attractions,  but  is  well  understood  by  all  who  have  come  to  know 
the  variety  and  excellence  of  its  many  pleasing  features. 

Your  Committee  of  Arrangements  are  especially  pleased  that  they 
are  able  to  offer  you  such  a  delightful  spot  for  your  deliberations  this 
year,  and  trust  that  every  one  who  reads  these  words  will  make  a  big, 
strong  effort  to  come  and  see  for  themselves  that  the  beauties  of  Boston 
have  not  been  exaggerated. 

Association  Headquarters. 

The  Hotel  Vendome,  one  of  Boston's  celebrated  hostelries,  situated 
on  the  world-famed  residential  street,  Commonwealth  Avenue,  with  its 
attractive  walk  between  rows  of  greensward  and  graceful  trees  in  the 
center,  has  been  selected  as  convention  headquarters.  The  hotel  is 
conducted  on  the  American  plan  and  the  management  have  made  us 
the  liberal  rate  of  $4.00  per  day.  For  those  rooms  which  have  a  bath 
connected  there  will  be  an  additional  charge  of  $1.00  per  day,  which 
will  be  divided  among  the  number  using  the  bath.  Many  of  the  rooms 
are  arranged  in  suites,  and  it  is  very  desirable  for  those  making  appli- 
cations in  advance  for  their  accommodations  to  so  arrange  that  those 
congenial  may  be  placed  together.  The  hotel  management  also  desires 
that  all  applications  for  rooms  should  be  addressed  to  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  and  be  forwarded  at  as  early  a 
date  as  possible  so  that  much  delay  may  be  prevented  at  the  time  of 
arrival. 

Rooms  for  the  Meeting. 

Ample  accommodations  have  been  secured  for  the  uses  of  the 
Association  on  the  first  floor  of  the  hotel.  These  are  so  situated  that 
the  convention  will  practically  be  by  itself.  The  general  meeting  room- 
is  admirably  adapted  for  the  purpose,  as  is  also  those  for  section  work, 
exhibits,  and  the  various  committees. 
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Instructions  for  Reaching  Headquarters. 

In  order  to  save  time  and  prevent  confusion,  all  persons  coming 
into  Boston  on  the  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  she'd,  check  their  baggage 
to  and  leave  the  train  at  the  Huntington  Avenue  station ;  those  coming 
into  Boston  on  the  New  York,  Xew  Haven  &  Hartford  R.  R.  should 
check  their  baggage  to  and  get  off  the  train  a.v.  the  Back  Bay  station. 
Both  of  these  stations  are  within  three  minutes  walk  of  the  hotel  head- 
quarters. Those  coming  over  the  Boston  &  Maine  R.  R.  will  take  sur- 
face cars  to  the  Park  Street  subway,  where  they  will  change  for  a 
Boylston  Street  car  and  alight  at  Dartmouth  Street,  which  is  only  two 
short  blocks  from  the  Hotel  Yendome. 

Reception  Committee. 

A  Reception  Committee,  consisting  of  Drs.  John  Perrins,  Augustus 
L.  Chase,  Xathan  L.  Allen,  Lillian  G.  Bullock  and  Sylvina  A.  Abbott 
will  assist  in  welcoming  and  assisting  in  any  possible  manner  our  visiting- 
guests. 

Entertainment. 

The  wealth  of  our  resources  from  which  to  select  the  entertainment 
of  the  Association  is  so  great  and  the  time  which  has  been  placed  at  our 
disposal  by  the  President  so  limited  that  it  has  been  decided  to  leave 
the  announcement  of  this  part  of  the  program  until  the  first  day  of  the 
convention.  We  are,  however,  prepared  to  promise  that  all  the  time 
allotted  to  us  will  be  used  in  such  a  manner  that  all  will  be  more  than 
satisfied.   A  special  outing  will  be  arranged  for  the  visiting  lady  guests. 

Committee  of  Arrangements — Pitts  Edwin  Howes,  M.D.,  Chair- 
man ;  Charles  W.  Brandenburg.  M.D.,  Secretary ;  Frederick  Wallace 
Abbott,  M.D.,  Treasurer;  Frank  Webb,  M.D. ;  Percy  L.  Templeton, 
M.D.;  A.  Waldo  Forbush,  M.D. ;  C.  Edwin  Miles,  M.D. ;  Fred  G. 
Phillimore,  M.D. ;  Samuel  A.  Hardy,  M.D. ;  Wm.  L.  Heeve,  M.D.; 
D.  P.  Borden,  M.D. 


Eclectic  Medical  Society. 

Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y.,  April  15.  1910. 

As  has  been  announced  to  you  by  the  president  of  this  society,  the 
annual  meeting  will  be  held  in  the  Eclectic  Medical  College,  239  East 
14th  Street,  New  York  City,  on  May  17,  18  and  19,  1910. 

This  meeting  being  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  organization  of 
the  society,  held  in  the  metropolis  in  connection  with  oar  college  com- 
mencement, it  is  intended  and  planned  to  make  it  a  memorable  occasion 
both  socially  and  in  a  literary  way. 

Doctor,  if  you  are  not  present  we  will  miss  you  and  you  will  miss 
a  profitable  and  enjoyable  time. 
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Do  not  fail  to  be  present  and  mix  with  the  other  Eclectics  of  our 
State  and  add  your  part  to  the  success  of  this  gathering,  as  well  as  to 
get  from  it  the  social  and  professional  stimulus  which  it  is  sure  to  im- 
part. 

Yours  very  cordially, 
Earl  H.  King,  M.D.,  Secretary. 


American  Medical  Editors  Association. 

April  12,  1910. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Editors'  Association 
will  be  held  at  the  Planter's  Hotel,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  on  Saturday,  June  4, 
and  Monday,  June  6. 

A  magnificent  programme  has  been  arranged  covering  matters  of 
vital  importance  and  interest  to  every  medical  editor  and  associate 
editor  in  the  United  States.  I  trust  you  will  leave  no  stone  unturned 
to  be  with  us  on  this  occasion.   Very  truly  yours, 

J.  MacDonald,  Jr.,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 


The  Kansas  Eclectic  Medical  Society. 

The  Kansas  Eclectic  Medical  Society  will  meet  at  Grund  Hotel,  at 
Kansas  City,  Kan.,  on  June  7  and  8,  1910.  A  banquet  will  be  arranged 
for,  also  a  lecture  from  Professor  Watkins,  of  Cincinnati,  O.,  will  make 
this  a  profitable  as  well  as  pleasant  event. 

O.  C.  BAIRD,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 


The  Nebraska  State  Meeting. 

The  thirty-fifth  annual  meeting  of  the  Nebraska  State  Eclectic 
Medical  Society  was  held  on  May  10,  11  and  12,  1910,  at  the  Lindell 
Hotel,  Lincoln,  Neb. 


Oklahoma  Eclectic  Medical  Society. 

The  Oklahoma  Society  will  meet  in  Guthrie  on  May  17  and  18, 
1910.    A  cordial  invitation  to  Eclectics  is  extended. 

E.  G.  SHARP,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 

AH  physicians  who  desire  to  register  by  reciprocity  in  Oklahoma 
must  make  application  before  July  12,  1910.  All  applicants  not  in 
before  that  date  will  not  be  considered — and  Oklahoma  will  dis- 
continue reciprocity  on  that  date. 

The  Eclectic  member  of  the  State  Board  is  Dr.  E.  P.  Davis  of 
Enid,  Oklahoma,  who  is  also  secretary. 
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^elections 


Death  Followed  Antitoxin. 

Mrs.  Smith  Died  in  Convulsions  After   Being   Inoculated   for  Diphtheria. 

Minneapolis,  Minn.,  March  22. — Mrs.  Guy  E.  Smith  of  this  city 
is  dead  as  the  result  of  being  inoculated  with  antitoxin  to-day. 
She  died  in  convulsions  five  minutes  after  the  antitoxin  had  been 
administered  by  a  physician. 

Mrs.  Smith  was  visiting  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Benjamin  Franklin. 
Jr.,  who  had  been  ailing  for  several  days.  A  physician  pronounced 
Mrs.  Franklin's  trouble   as  diphtheria. 

He  inoculated  both  women  with  antitoxin,  and  Mrs.  Smith's 
death  followed. — X.  .Y.  Times. 


Surprised  and  Gratified. 

In  relating  his  experience  in  the  treatment  of  gout}-  conditions, 
Dr.  Arthur  Bailey  Francis  (Queen's  College),  Belfast,  Ireland,  re- 
ports the  case  of  J.  W.,  a  gentleman  in  advanced  life  and  of  marked 
gouty  diathesis  who  came  under  treatment  complaining  of  severe 
pains  in  the  lumbar  region  and  extending  down  one  leg  to  far  below 
the  knee.  Dr.  Francis  says :  "I  found  that  he  had  received  a  chill 
and  was  also  suffering  from  catarrhal  bronchitis.  I  diagnosed 
lumbago  and  sciatica,  and  put  in  force  the  orthodox  methods  of 
treatment  one  after  the  other,  but  with  little  benefit  to  the  patient. 
Insomnia  now  became  a  cause  of  anxiety,  bromides  had  little  or 
no  effect,  and  I  was  revolving  in  my  mind  the  safety  and  advis- 
ability of  morphia,  hypodermically,  when  it  occurred  to  me  to  first 
try  the  effect  of  antikamnia  and  codeine  tablets.  This  I  did,  order- 
ing one  'tablet  at  bed-hour  to  be  followed  in  fifteen  minutes  by  a 
similar  dose,  and  that  also  by  a  third  at  the  expiration  of  half  an 
hour  from  the  administration  of  the  last.  On  seeing  the  patient 
the  following  morning  I  was  surprised  and  gratified  to  find  that 
he  had  passed  a  quiet  night,  slept  well,  and  that  the  pain  in  back 
and  legs  was  greatly  modified.  I  continued  the  administration  of 
antikamnia  and  codeine  tablets  after  this  and  before  the  end  of 
a  week  the  patient  was  quite  free  from  pain,  slept  well,  and  was. 
in  fact,  convalescent.  I  should  mention  that  this  patient  is  seventy 
years  of  age,  but  notwithstanding  this,  I  could  detect  no  depressing 
effect  on  heart  or  nervous  system  consequent  on  the  administration 
of  these  tablets. 

"Since  treating  the  above  case  I  have  prescribed  antikamnia 
and  codeine  tablets  for  insomnia,  lumbago,  sciatica,  neuralgia  in 
all  its  forms  including  tic-douloureux,  hemicrania,  and  that  due 
to  dental  caries,  and  always  with  the  most  satisfactory  results." 
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Items 


"Papa"  had  a  fine  time  in  Cincinnati,  and  considers  that  he  was 
very  lucky  to  get  there  on  "Tuesday."  Ask  him  about  it  and  see  him 
smile.   

We  shall  miss  Professor  R.  L.  Thomas  at  our  Boston  meeting. 
He  is  booked  for  Europe. 


Professors  Lloyd  and  Russell  have  promised  to  be  at  our  anni- 
versary dinner. 


At  the  alumni  meeting  of  the  Cincinnati  College  many  promised 
to  attend  the  National. 


We  have  had  many  pleasant  responses  to  the  invitations  to  dine 
with  us  at  our  fiftieth  anniversary  celebration. 
Every  Eclectic  in  this  State  should  attend. 


Professor  O.  A.  Hyde  has  removed  his  office  to  Mead  street, 
Queen's  Court,  Queens,  Long  Island. 


Married,  January  10,  Doctor  Mary  B.  Carr  to  Mr.  Salvatore 
Zullo.   

The  extract  of  cod  liver  oil  used  in  the  preparation  of  Hagee's 
Cordial  of  the  Extract  of  Cod  Liver  Oil  Compound  is  made  under  such 
conditions  that  the  medicinally  active  principles  of  the  oil  are  separated 
from  the  fatty  materials  without  in  the  least  changing  their  state  of 
combination  or  solubility,  so  that  even  the  most  complex  specific  lecithine 
of  cod  liver  oil  is  contained  as  such  in  the  extract  and  transferred  un- 
changed to  the  cordial. 


The  reports  of  our  County  Society  and  Specific  Medication  Club 
have  had  to  be  omitted  for  want  of  space  this  month.  Book  reviews 
also.  

Be  sure  and  attend  the  functions  at  the  College  May  18.  They 
will  be  many — but  all  interesting. 


Commencement  at  8  p.  m.  Anniversary  banquet  at  10  p.  m.  Both 
at  Hotel  Plaza. 


The  third  check  for  five  hundred  has  been  received  for  the  Col- 
lege. This  swells  the  Green  contribution  to  $1,500.  A  good  example 
to  follow. 


The  Eclectic  Review 

Editor:  G.       BOSKOWITZ,  M.  D, 


VOL.  XIII.  NEW  YORK,  JUNE  15,  1910.  No.  VI. 


Dean  Hardy. 

Doctor  Samuel  A.  Hardy, 'who,  for  many  years,  has  been  active 
in  everything  pertaining  to  College  and  our  Society  work,  w7as,  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Eclectic  Medical 
College,  at  the  suggestion  of  its  President,  appointed  Dean. 

Doctor  Hardy  is  particularly  well  fitted  for  the  position,  and  his 
many  friends  will  be  pleased  that  his  ability  has  been  recognized, 
and  that  he  has  been  placed  in  a  position  to  be  of  continued  service 
to  the  cause  and  our  School. 

We  extend  to  Doctor  Hardy  our  congratulations  and  best  wishes' 
and  may  success  attend  his  administration. 


The  National. 

To  the  members  of  the  Eclectic  profession  and  to  liberal  physicians 
of  all  schools : 

The  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association  will  hold  its  annual 
meeting  in  Boston,  June  28th  to  July  1st,  inclusive;  headquarters 
being  at  the  Hotel  Vendome,  and  liberal  physicians,  as  well  as 
Eclectics  will  be  heartily  welcomed. 

Never  in  the  history  of  medicine  in  this  country  has  it  been  as 
important  for  physicians  who  desire  to  pursue  their  vocation  and 
investigations  independently  and  without  restrictive  ligislation  pre- 
sumably passed  in  the  interest  of  the  people,  but  really  forced  upon 
the  public  by  that  class  who  are  constantly  crying  "there  are  too 
many  Doctors  and  too  many  lawyers,"  etc.,  to  meet  and  discuss 
plans,  ways  and  means  to  defeat  the  purpose  of  these  political 
Doctors. 

If  you  will  attend  this  meeting  in  Boston  you  will  not  regret 
it,  for  the  program  contains  many  interesting  features.  Every  de- 
partment of  medicine  will  be  represented  by  men  peculiarly  fitted 
for  the  special  branch,  and  the  importance  of  therapeutics  and  the 
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usefulness  of  the  "forbidden  drugs"  will  be  discussed  by  ardent 
students  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

From  the  reports  that  have  already  reached  me  I  believe  this 
will  be  one  of  the  largest  and  most  enthusiastic  meetings  we  Eclec- 
tics have  ever  held. 

In  co-operation  there  is  strength,  and  in  unity  of  purpose,  power. 
Hoping  to  meet  you  in  Boston,  I  am, 

Fraternally  yours, 

G.   W.  Thompson.  M.D.,  President. 
National  Eclectic  Medical  Association. 


The  Owen  Bill. 

Dr.  George  W.  Boskowitz. 

140  West  71st  Street, 

Xew  York  City. 

Dear  Doctor : 

I  have  just  read  Senate  Bill  S.  6049  and  I  am  going  to  call  your 
attention  to  things  that  strike  me  as  being  most  extraordinary. 

1.  The  Bill  seems  to  be  designed  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
numerous  offices,  to  be  filled  by  numerous  appointees  and  clerks, 
whose  duties  will  be  to  attend  regularly  to  the  drawing  of  their 
salaries. 

2.  The  entire  Bill  seems  to  be  a  salary  grab. 

3.  It  begins  in  the  first  Section  with  creating  an  office,  the 
recipient  of  which  is  to  receive  $12,000  per  annum. 

4.  It  gives  to  such  appointee,  authority  to  appoint  "subordinates 
as  may  be  found  necessary/'  In  other  words,  it  gives  the  Secretary 
of  Public  Health,  authority  to  appoint  clerks,  spies,  detectives  or 
whatever  class  of  employes  he  may  see  fit  to  designate,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  restricting  the  practice  of  medicine,  or  enlarging  it,  and 
approving  of,  or  condemning  methods  used  in  each  and  every  State 
of  the  Union,  and  while  the  Bill  does  not  contain  any  statements 
which  would  render  it  unconstitutional,  upon  its  face,  it  possesses 
all  the  insiduous  iniquities  possessed  by  an  octopus  seeking  the 
life  blood  of  the  general  public  through  an  insiduous  method,  which 
would  place  the  health  of  the  community  at  the  mercy  of  a  clique, 
who.  through  political  trickery  and  chicanery  would  secure  the 
positions  at  Washington  which  would  enable  them  through  their 
conduct  toward  the  medical  profession  throughout  the  country, 
and  through  their  ignorance,  to  drive  reputable  men  from  practice, 
create  a  lot  of  inefficient  tools  who  would  be  the  subject  of  black- 
mail, at  the  hands  of  these  numerous  agents,  who,  by  virtue  of 
their  positions,  as  Federal  officials,  would  carry  sufficient  prestige 
as  such,  as  to  improperly  impress  the  public  at  large  with  the  idea 
that  the  Government,  through  its  agents,  could  not  be  wrong. 

5.  Colleges  would  be  subject  to  espionage  and  if  conducted  by 
independent  and  honest  officers  would  be  ruined,  their  efficiency 
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destroyed  and  the  positions  filled  by  puerile  instructors,  whose  exis- 
tence would  serve  but  to  feed  unscrupulous  agents. 

6.  It  will  be  noticed  by  Section  2  of  this  so-called  Bill,  which 
should  be  properly  termed  "monstrosity,"  that  every  department 
"requiring  medical,  surgical  or  other  similar  service  shall  apply  to 
the  Secretary  of  Public  Health  therefore  wherever  it  is  practical." 
The  joker  in  connection  with  this  Section  is  found  in  the  last  four 
words,  "wherever  it  is  practical."  as  it  would  be  the  duty  of  these 
agents  tc  determine  what  was  practical,  and  they  would  bring  about 
such  a  condition  of  affairs  as  would  render  it  imperative  for  the 
various  institutions  to  apply  to  the  Secretary  of  Public  Health,  or 
some  of  his  emissaries,  in  order  to  exist. 

7.  It  is  not  that  the  Bill  provides  in  so  many  words  for  the 
appointment  of  clerks  or  emissaries  all  over  the  United  States,  but 
it  is  an  entering  wedge  for  such  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  the 
States,  and  a  supervision  and  infringement  of  the  rights  of  every 
honest  and  conscientious  practitioner  who  believes  that  there  is 
anything  further  to  be  learned  in  the  practice  of  medicine  or  treat- 
ment for  diseases. 

8.  In  this  connection  read  Section  5.  It  is  so  broad  in  its  terms 
that  it  proposes  to  take  supervision  of  all  diseases  of  ''animal  life." 
thus  the  veterinary  surgeon  will  have  to  become  a  satellite  of  this 
branch  of  the  Federal  Government  which  it  is  proposed  to  thrust 
upon  the  people,  without  giving  any  equivalent. 

9.  Section  9  places  within  the  control  of  this  proposed  Secretary 
of  Public  Health  the  Bureaus  of  Biology,  Chemistry,  veterinary  ser- 
vice, sanitary  engineering  and  whatever  other  matter  they  may,  in 
the  future,  see  fit  to  provide  for  by  "suitable  legislation." 

10.  The  measure  is  something  like  the  charter  which  was  pro- 
cured by  Aaron  Burr  and  his  associates  in  the  City  of  Xew  York 
at  the  time  they  secured  a  charter  giving  them  the  right  to  lay  the 
first  water  mains  in  the  City  of  Xew  York. when  in  truth  and  in  fact 
such  charter  was  drawn  so  broadly  that  they  were  enabled  to  open 
a  banking  business  thereunder. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  it  is  a  Bill  which  would  expend  millions  upon 
millions  of  dollars,  retard  progress  in  the  treatment  of  diseases, 
destroy  reputable  schools,  colleges  and  hospitals,  and  in  short, 
establish  an  arbitrary  bureau  for  the  enrichment  of  political  hacks 
and  broken  down  lobbyists. 

I  cannot  believe  that  any  body  of  men  in  the  Twentieth  Cen- 
tury would  pass  such  a  measure,  if  their  attention  is  once  called  to 
its  provisions.  The  measure  is  worthy  of  the  dictation  of  a  Cardinal 
Wollsey  or  Henry  the  YIII  at  the  time  of  their  existence,  but  never- 
theless is  dangerous,  because  it  is  liable  to  be  enacted  as  a  law,  for 
want  of  knowledge  or  lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  legislators 
who  will  not  take  the  trouble  to  read  it  or  give  it  careful  considera- 
tion. Yours  truly, 

Robert  J.  Haire. 
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The  Health  Department. 

The  proposal  to  create  a  new  department  of  the  United  States 
Government  to  be  known  as  the  Department  of  Public  Health, 
originated  by  the  American  Medical  Association  and  designated 
the  Owen  bill,  seems  to  be  meeting  with  considerable  opposition  in 
Congress.  Even  if  it  was  not  strongly  opposed  by  all  members  of 
Congress  who  stand  for  medical  freedom,  it  would  still  be  unlikely 
to  be  adopted  during  the  present  session  of  Congress.  Its  oppo- 
nents, with  much  reason,  say  that  its  enactment  would  be  a  direct 
violation  of  the  understanding  of  the  Republican  Party's  promise  to 
the  people  to  make  the  present  administration  one  of  economy. 

Some  of  the  more  thoughtful  members  of  Congress  are  repeatedly 
asking  what  it  is  proposed  to  accomplish  by  the  expensive  machinery 
of  a  new  department  that  is  not  already  being  adequately  done  by 
the  public  health  and  marine  hospital  service  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment and  several  of  the  bureaus  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. These  members,  evidently  ignoring  the  fact  that  the  real 
object  of  the  Owen  bill  is  to  give  to  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation complete  control  of  everything  medical  in  this  country  and  there- 
by create  a  gigantic  medical  trust,  base  their  opposition  upon  the 
certainty  that  big  appropriation  bills  will  have  to  be  passed  for  the 
proposed  department  in  a  few  years,  should  it  be  created  along  the 
lines  of  the  Owen  bill.  In  behalf  of  the  Illinois  Taxpayer's  Asso- 
ciation, Mr.  Bangs  dwelt  upon  this  phase  of  the  question  before  the 
Senate  Committee  on  Public  Health  and  National  Quarantine,  to 
which  the  Owen  bill  has  been  referred,  and  in  part  said : 

"This  contemplated  legislation  is  needless  and  expensive.  It  is 
apparent  that  there  is  no  need  for  the  passage  of  this  law,  and  you 
have  heard  so  many  arguments  against  the  law  that  to  here  present 
arguments  of  its  needlessness  would  be  an  act  of  supererogation. 

"This  is  no  exaggeration  and  is  really  a  conservative  view.  It 
would  require  an  army  of  employes  to  enforce  the  law.  The  Health 
Department  of  the  city  of  Chicago  is  but  one  of  many  such  organi- 
zations, and  it  expended  in  the  year  1908  more  than  $600,000. 

"What  would  the  National  Health  Board,  or  Bureau,  spend? 
Can  it  be  estimated?  Are  not  my  clients  justly  alarmed  at  this 
contemplated  invasion  of  their  pocketbooks? 

"I  do  not  want  to  be  understood  as  opposing  any  meritorious 
bill  with  resulting  benefits  to  the  people  under  its  operation  solely 
on  account  of  the  expense  incident  to  its  enforcement,  for,  no  matter 
what  the  expense  following  from  a  good  and  just  measure,  the 
benefits  are  always  more  than  commensurate  to  the  expenses,  but 
can  it  be  shown  by  any  one  that  there  will  ensue  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  great  and  enduring  benefits  under  this  Senate  bill 
No.  6,049? 

"The  taxes — federal,  State,  county,  municipal,  school,  medical  and 
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park — have  grown  each  year  until  now  the  creation  of  additional 
tax  has  become  a  question  which  needs  serious,  active  and  alert 
attention,  and  it  is  the  intention  of  the  members  of  the  association 
that  I  represent  to  commence  at  the  fountain  head  and  endeavor  to 
prevent  by  all  proper  means  the  passage  of  any  and  all  bills,  either 
national,  State  or  municipal,  looking  to  the  creation  of  expensive 
departments  or  bureaus  and  thereby  increasing  the  general  tax. 

"They  feel  that  the  country  is  now  suffering  from  an  overdose 
of  legislation,  and  are  they  far  wrong?  Would  it  not  rather  be  more 
advantageous  to  the  citizens  to  revise  and  repeal  old  laws  than  to 
create  and  enforce  new  and  needless  laws?" 

While  there  is  but  little  prospect  of  the  monstrosity  known  as 
the  Owen  bill  becoming  a  law  at  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
it  should  be  remembered-  that  the  enormous  power  of  the  old  school 
machine  is  behind  it,  and  also  that  when  the  Chicago  octopus 
attempts  to  secure  legislation  which  will  advance  its  dishonorable 
designs  it  is  quite  sure  that  there  will  be  something  doing  sooner 
or  later.  It  therefore  behooves  every  honorable  practitioner  of  medi- 
cine to  watch  closely  all  attempts  to  secure  State  or  national  medical 
legislation. 

Were  a  department  of  the  Government  established  along  the  lines, 
of  the  Owen  bill  the  old  school  machine  would  be  given  absolute 
jurisdiction  over  the  health  of  the  entire  United  States  and  the 
power  to  dictate  how  and  by  wdiom  all  forms  of  disease  should  be 
treated.  It  would  seem  that  such  a  monstrous  proposition  would 
have  only  to  be  recognized  to  meet  with  the  indignant  condemnation 
it  unquestionably  deserves  and  prove  a  potent  safeguard  of  the 
rights  of  American  citizens,  but  it  will  not  do  to  depend  on  the 
opinions  of  honest  men  for  our  protection.  They  usually  fail  to  be 
fully  expressed  until  it  is  too  late  for  them  to  be  effective.  Through 
the  press,  as  well  as  by  personal  interviews  with  our  representatives 
in  Congress,  we  should  make  the  people  fully  acquainted  with  the 
intentions  of  the  scheming  medical  politicians  who  are  endeavoring 
to  foster  upon  them  a  needless  and  expensive  department  of  the 
Government.  J.  W.  F. 


The  Druggists'  View  of  the  Owen  Bill. 

This  editorial  from  "The  Western  Druggist,"  states  the  facts  so 
plainly  that  we  feel  that  every  Eclectic  should  read  it,  and  therefore 
reprint  it  in  full : 

A  desperate  effort  is  being  made  by  certain  medical  politicians  to 
secure  the  creation  by  Congress  of  a  Department  of  Health  or,  failing 
in  this,  in  securing  a  Bureau  of  Health  under  one  of  the  present  depart- 
ments. The  evident  design  is  to  enable  these  politicians  to  dominate 
all  questions  and  policies  relative  to  the  public  health,  including  all 
medical  sects  and  creeds  ;  to  control  medical  manufacturers  of  all  de- 
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scriptions;  to  secure  the  establishment  of  chemical,  physiological  and 
biological  standards  resulting  in  the  dictation  and  publication  of  the 
official  pharmacopoeia  or  dispensatory  and  thus  to  give  them  absolute 
control  of  medicine  and  pharmacy  in  every  State  including  the  abolition 
of  all  right  or  opportunity  to  continue  the  present  U.  S.  P.  as  a  recog- 
nized standard  through  the  work  of  the  pharmacopoeial  convention. 

The  various  bills,  five  in  number,  all  aim  to  substantially  the  same 
general  powers  to  be  vested  in  a  medical  clique  at  Washington,  nomi- 
nated by  the  chiefs  of  the  American  Medical  Association  with  General 
Simmons  in  control.  The  movement  originated  in  the  inner  political 
councils  of  the  A.  M.  A.  and  had  its  origin  in  a  scheme  of  universal 
conquest  and  subjugation  of  everything  medical  and  pharmaceutical  to 
the  designs  of  as  autocratic  and  unscrupulous  a  band  of  political 
brigands  as  ever  threatened  the  life  and  liberty  of  a  free  citizenship. 

*  *  * 

A  Department  of  Health  created  under  the  right  auspices  and 
rightly  administered  may  have  its  patriotic  defenders,  but  a  de- 
partment having  its  origin  and  development  in  the  brain  and 
power  of  the  cabal  in  the  A.  M.  A.,  which  has  mismanaged,  mis- 
governed and  usurped  to  a  degree  which  has  strangled  all  indi- 
vidual freedom  in  the  Association  and  made  the  one  hundred 
thousand  medical  men  of  the  country  the  mere  puppets  of  its 
imperious  will,  may  well  be  regarded  in*  advance  with  alarm.  The 
proposed  Department  of  Health  is  merely  the  mask  of  an  un- 
scrupulous tyranny  aiming  at  universal  domination. 

In  matters  of  health  every  citizen  has  the  right  to  individual 
freedom  of  thought.  With  the  majority  of  people  questions  of  health 
are  identical  with  questions  of  religion.  The  infringement  of  liberty 
of  thought  in  the  one  is  as  much  a  crime  as  the  infringement  of  liberty 
of  thought  in  the  other.  To  the  extent  that  legislative  interference 
with  this  liberty  can  be  recognized  as  right  and  proper,  such  as  in 
matters  of  sanitation,  hygiene  and  quarantine,  these  are  matters  per- 
taining to  the  police  power  of  the  States  respectively,  over  which  the 
national  Government  has  no  proper  jurisdiction.  The  States, 
either  directly  or  through  local  municipalities,  have  shown  them- 
selves every  ready  and  abundantly  able  to  provide  the  requisite 
safeguards  for  public  health  and  life  and  there  is  no  more  justifi- 
cation for  the  lodgment  of  authority  in  the  national  Government 
for  the  regulation  and  enforcement  of  a  fixed  form  of  health 
philosophy  or  procedure  than  for  the  regulation  of  the  traffic  in 
intoxicating  liquors.  It  is  essentially  a  question  to  be  determined 
in  harmony  with  the  principle  of  local  option  by  the  several  States 
and  not  by  a  centralized  and  despotic  authority  presuming  to  act 
for  the  entire  people. 

*  *  * 

While  the  spirit  of  freedom,  therefore,  cries  out  against  the  pro- 
posed national  medical  autocracy  it  is  not  of  necessity  opposed  to  the 
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creation  of  a  Department  of  Health  or  a  Medical  Bureau  with  functions 
limited  to  the  collection  of  data,  to  provisions  for  exhaustive  investiga- 
tion into  the  cause  of  disease  and  the  remedies  best  adapted  for  pre- 
vention and  cure,  to  the  acquisition  of  all  possible  knowledge  as  to  the 
science  of  hygiene  and  the  laws  of  sanitation,  to  effective  quarantine 
and  the  ten  thousand  and  one  other  directions  which  the  quest  for 
truth  may  take. 

These  investigations,  with  their  resultant  discoveries,  would  surely 
add  untold  wealth  to  our  knowledge  of  how  best  to  prevent  and  combat 
disease  and  thus  add  greatly  to  the  sum  total  of  human  happiness. 

This  enrichment  of  our  knowledge  would  be  of  untold  advantage 
to  every  school  and  sect  of  medical  practice ;  it  would  enable 
medicine  and  pharmacy  to  achieve  greater  efficiency  and  thus 
acquire  greater  confidence  and  esteem  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of 
the  people  ;  properly  systematized  and  disseminated  it  would  prove 
a  permanent  acquisition  to  the  treasury  of  scientific  medicine.  It 
would  be  of  signal  service  to  the  Legislature  of  every  State  in 
dealing  with  health  problems  and  to  sanitary  or  health  officers  of 
every  county,  city  and  town  in  the  land. 

*       *  * 

In  other  words,  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  or  Bureau 
should  be  strictly  and  exclusively  educational.  It  should  have  no  auto- 
cratic power  in  dictating  to  the  people  what  they  should  or  should  not 
believe,  or  what  they  should  or  should  not  do.  It  should  leave  medicine 
and  pharmacy  free  and  unfettered  to  adopt  what  they  deem  good  from 
the  department  literature  and  to  reject  what  they  may  deem  bad  or 
useless.  There  must  be  no  scouraging  of  the  pupils  into  submission ; 
having  learned  what  they  could,  they  should  be  permitted  to  work  out 
their  own  problems  for  themselves.  We  cannot  secure  too  much  infor- 
mation of  the  right  kind  at  the  hands  of  the  national  Government,  but 
we  may  secure  altogether  too  much  in  the  way  of  bigoted  orthodoxy, 
of  selfish  domination  or  of  unscrupulous  control  in  the  interest  of  a 
corrupt  clique  who  would  have  reason  and  right  supplanted  by  their 
omnipotence — the  same  clique  who  now  have  the  A.  M.  A.  under  their 
heel  and  who  have  the  great  majority  of  American  physicians  cowed 
into  silence  and  submission. 

Xow  is  the  time  for  every  liberty-loving  medical  man  and  pharma- 
cist to  strike  for  his  professional  freedom  and  his  freedom  as  a  citizen. 
Every  present  bill  providing  for  the  creation  of  a  department  or 
bureau  of  health  should  be  summarily  killed.  Each  and  all  have 
the  same  perilous  origin.  W  nen  the  need  they  profess  to  express 
again  is  revived,  clothed  with  intelligence  and  equity,  it  will  be 
time  enough  to  give  it  the  high  and  patriotic  consideration  it 
merits.  But  until  divested  of  their  present  parentage  and  duplicity 
the  present  bills  cannot  be  too  quickly  consigned  to  oblivion. — 
The  Western  Druggist. 
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Medical  Authority. 

(the  evidence.) 

In  my  indictment  of  authority  in  last  month's  "Review"  I  charged 
that  those  who  assume  authority  or  seek  for  power  and  place  display 
one  of  the  worst  elements  in  human  nature.  I  charged  that  they  do 
not  hesitate  to  murder  justice  and  destroy  right;  that  they  do  not 
hesitate  to  commit  moral  crime  and  that  they  are  devoid  of  principle, 
and  I  may  add  that  they  do  not  hesitate  to  murder  men.  "Out  of  the 
mouths  of  three  witnesses  they  shall  be  condemned." 

Selecting  the  witnesses  from  among  those  which  standout  most 
prominently  in  the  world's  history  we  find  that  somewhat  more  than 
two  thousand  years  ago  a  great  soul  known  as  Socrates  came  upon 
the  stage  of  life  bearing  a  message  of  love  and  kindness  toward  men. 
A  great  teacher  of  undeveloped  truths  he  stood  conspicuous  among 
men.  "Without  fear,  calm  and  determined,  inflexible  in  his  devotion 
to  justice  he  faced  the  self-constituted  authority  of  the  Thirty  Tyrants 
in  its  efforts  to  destroy  him.  He  escaped  condemnation  and  execution 
at  their  hands  only  through  the  providence  of  God.  Later,  however, 
authority  again  asserted  its  assumed  prerogative  by  forcing  him  to 
self-execution.  Authority,  that  monster,  destroyed  without  compunc- 
tion a  man  who,  by  universal  consent,  is  regarded  as  the  most  perfect 
example  of  a  wise  and  virtuous  man  that  pagan  antiquity  presents  to  us. 

Four  hundred  years  later  an  epoch  in  the  world's  history  was 
marked  by  the  appearance  of  another  great  soul  who  saw  with  clearer 
vision  than  his  fellows ;  who  felt  with  keener  sense  the  wrongs  of  the 
race ;  who  sensed  better  ideas,  newer  conditions  and  richer  possibilities 
for  human  advancement,  and  whose  love  for  all  mankind  was  large 
enough  to  encompass  the  earth.  Arriving  at  the  age  when  he  was 
permitted  to  stand  and  teach,  he  sought  to  press  forward  the  ameliora- 
tion of  the  then  existing  conditions.  His  teaching  ran  counter  to  that 
of  authority  as  constituted,  although  all  that  he  said  and  did  was  for 
the  advancement  of  men.  His  acts  as  well  as  his  teaching  had  for  its 
object  the  elevation  of  human  character.  He  sought  to  make  men  more 
kind,  more  charitable,  more  loving  one  to  another.  Not  one  thought 
nor  deed,  but  was  noble  and  uplifting.  Authority,  that  monstrous 
human  invention  for  evil,  asserted  its  power  and  murdered  him  be- 
cause it  could  not  subdue  him.  Twin  authorities  destroyed  his  life 
before  it  had  fairly,  bloomed.  To-day  the  whole  world  pays 
tiibute  to  his  teaching.  The  personality  which  authority  killed  is 
enshrined  in  the  hearts  of  countless  men. 

After  the  night  of  the  Middle  Ages,  which  lasted  for  a  thousand 
years,  a  star  appeared  to  shed  a  ray  of  light  upon  the  universal  gloom. 
Giordano  Bruno  was  born,  grew  to  manhood  and  from  his  fertile  brain 
there  issued  thought.  Authority  took  umbrage  at  those  thoughts  and 
Bruno  was  forced  to  flee  his  native  land.  He  was  compelled  to  become 
a  vagabond  in  nearly  every  nation  of  Europe.    He  was  driven  from 
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place  to  place  because  of  his  opinions.  Because  he  discovered  truth  and 
taught  it,  he  was  forced  by  authority,  to  become  an  outcast.  He  fled 
from  country  to  country  because  authority  considered  him  a  dangerous 
man — to  authority.  What  did  he  do?  He  enquired  after  reasons.  He 
expressed  facts.  He  discussed  things,  and  for  this,  authority  said : 
"Move  on."  He  finally  returned  to  his  native  land ;  was  arrested  for 
teaching  that  there  are  other  worlds  than  ours ;  that  many  of  the  stars 
are  suns  and  that  the  earth  is  not  the  center  of  the  universe,  all  of 
which  every  schoolboy  now  knows  to  be  truth.  For  this  he  was  im- 
prisoned for  six  years  in  solitary  confinement  without  friends,  without 
books,  without  visitors  of  any  kind  but  vermin.  At  last  he  was  per- 
mitted by  authority,  to  issue  from  his  dungeon,  to  be  tried  by  that 
tribunal  of  hell,  the  Inquisition,  and  by  its  edict  was  burned  at  the  stake. 
Authority  lighted  the  faggots  which  destroyed  the  tabernacle  of  a  great 
soul.  One  hundred  years  later  Spinoza  felt  the  effects  of  the  curse  of 
authority  because  he  endeavored  to  understand  what  he  studied.  Under 
the  edict  of  authority  his  father  could  not  give  him  shelter ;  his  mother 
could  not  give  him  bread,  could  not  even  speak  to  him  without  becom- 
ing an  outcast  herself.  At  the  age  of  twenty-four  he  found  himself 
without  kindred ;  without  friends  and  surrounded  only  by  his  enemies, 
all  because  he  dared  to  question  that  earthly  image  of  hell,  authority. 

Passing  over  a  period  of  fifteen  hundred  years  we  find  Servetus 
at  the  bar  of  authority,  which  lighted  the  faggots  at  his  feet.  Another 
hundred  years  and  we  look  upon  the  Bartholomew  of  Paris,  where,  at 
instigation  of  authority,  the  streets  ran  red  with  the  life-blood  of 
innocent  men,  women  and  children.  And  then  on  down  to  our 
own  time  and  country,  which  brings  into  view  the  authority 
which  banished  a  Roger  Williams ;  w-hich  cast  into  foul  prisons 
the  real  thinkers  of  the  new  time  which,  galling  under  the  authority 
of  Europe  sought  liberty  here  and  then  in  its  turn  constituted 
itself  a  destroyer  of  honest  thought.  It  set  up  a  standard  cor 
responding  with  its  ability  to  think  and  then  persecuted  all  whc 
differed  therefrom.  This  new  authority  banished  those  who 
opposed  its  religion ;  imprisoned  those  who  dared  to  think  and 
act  independently  of  it:  confined  heretics  in  jails;  burned  others 
whom  it  could  not  comprehend.  Driven  from  the  shores  of 
Europe  because  they  believed  authority  could  be  in  the  wrong, 
they  sought  for  somewhere  to  be  free  of  that  authority ;  then 
builded  an  authority  of  their  own  as  unjust  as  the  one  from 
which  they  fled.  They  first  waged  Avar  for  liberty,  then  forged 
anew  the  fetters  for  their  fellowmen.  The  chains  they  struck 
from  off  their  own  paretic  limbs  were  fastened  round  the  ankles  of 
other  men.  Liberty  for  all  mankind  shrank  into  liberty  only  for  them- 
selves. They  again  made  merchandise  of  men  and  legalized  a  crime. 
They  constituted  themselves  authority  while  millions  toiled  unpaid. 
Self-satisfied  they  sat  as  mothers  wept  while  babes  were  sold,  and  with- 
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out  the  least  compunction  they  saw  a  race  deprived  of  every  right. 
Authority,  in  her  robes  of  state  sat  satisfied  while  ignorance  and  fear 
and  work  and  want  haunted  her  victims  subjugate. 

But  why  go  on?  The  world,  since  man  appeared  upon  her  face, 
is  strewn  with  victims  of  that  monster  we  call  authority.  The  ancient 
pagan  world ;  the  modern  world,  each  shall  bear  the  burden  of  its 
curse;  the  blight  that  comes  when  justice  dies,  and  we  who  stand 
without  the  pale  of  that  dark  monster  wearing  the  mask  of  respecta- 
bility, and  which  we  call  authority,  must  struggle  on  to  Lift  the 
flag  of  progress  higher  up. 

In  this  short  brief  I  have  proven  my  charges  in  the  indictment  con- 
cerning authority  in  general.  In  future  briefs  I  shall  give  my  whole 
attention  to  proving  the  charges  against  the  crafty  doctors. 

Stephens. 


Feeding  the  Baby. 

Infant  feeding  during  the  next  few  months  will  constitute  a 
problem  of  deep  interest  to  the  general  practitioner  of  medicine. 
Unquestionably  the  milk  of  a  healthy  mother  is  the  food  best 
adapted  to  the  needs  of  her  child,  and,  therefore,  a  mother  who 
can  and  will  not  nurse  her  offspring  proves  herself  unworthy  of 
motherhood.  This  statement  should  be  accepted  as  a  truism,  for 
it  is  impossible  to  produce  any  argument  or  reason  which  can  suc- 
cessfully controvert  it.  Unlike  many  questions,  this  has  but  one 
side,  and  there  can  be  but  one  honest  opinion  in  regard  to  it.  This 
fact  has  been  established  beyond  a  peradventure  times  innumerable. 
It  is  true  that  there  are  a  comparatively  few  mothers  who  are  posi- 
tively unfit  to  nurse  their  children,  and  in  their  cases  a  substitute  for 
the  natural  food  of  their  offspring  must,  therefore,  be  found.  It  is 
also  true  that  many  mothers  wTho  now  think  it  impossible  for  them 
to  nurse  an  infant,  by  proper  diet  and  correct  habits  of  life,  could 
be  so  improved  physically  that  they  would  be  abundantly  able 
to  give  their  children  the  nourishment  which  would  greatly  increase 
their  chances  of  life. 

The  substitution  of  any  food  for  mother's  milk  for  an  infant 
is  a  matter  of  serious  importance,  and  should  be  undertaken  with 
great  care  and  many  precautions.  All  physicians  are  aware  of  the 
fact  that  many  substitutes  for  mother's  milk  are  on  the  market ; 
and  experience  has  taught  that  they  all  possess  valuable  features, 
but  the  safest  and  best  substitute  is  generally  conceded  to  be 
modified  cow's  milk.  Many  formulae  for  use  in  preparing  modified 
cow's  milk  for  infants  have  been  published,  but  no  hard  and  fast 
formula  can  be  successfully  employed,  as  the  physician  must  meet 
the  need  of  each  individual  case.  The  milk  used  should  be  clean, 
fresh  and  pure.  The  term  clean  milk  is  here  understood  to  mean 
milk  that  is  drawn  from  clean  cows,  within  clean  surroundings, 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW 


151 


by  milkers  who  are  clean  and  have  clean  hands.  It  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  the  milk  be  fresh  and  pure;  that  is,  it  must  not  be 
kept  many  hours  before  delivery,  must  come  from  cows  free  from 
disease,  must  not  have  any  preservatives  or  water  added  to  it,  and 
must  be  properly  cared  for  after  it  reaches  the  home  of  the  consumer. 

All  nipples  and  bottles  employed  in  feeding  an  infant  should 
receive  close  attention,  as  they  may  easily  become  contaminated 
with  substances  dangerous  to  the  life  of  the  child.  The  feeding 
bottle  should  be  so  shaped  as  to  be  cleaned  without  difficulty  after 
being  used,  and  before  milk  is  again  placed  in  the  bottle  it  should 
be  thoroughly  rinsed  in  .boiling  water  and  allowed  to  cool.  All 
nipples  should  be  carefully  washed  after  each  nursing,  and  should 
then  be  placed  in  a  solution  of  boracic  acid,  prepared  by  dissolving 
about  a  teaspoon ful  of  the  powder  in  a  pint  of  hot  water.  When 
required  for  use  the  nipple  should  be  taken  from  the  boric  solution, 
rinsed  in  water  and  at  once,  by  clean  hands,  attached  to  the  bottle. 
Nursing  tubes  are  abomination  and  should  never  be  used. 

With  the  foregoing  precautions,  in  the  greater  number  of  cases, 
infants  will  do  well  on  modified  cow's  milk,  but  under  some  circum- 
stances it  will  be  found  necessary  to  pasteurize  or  sterilize  the  milk. 
These  terms  are  very  likely  to  be  confounded  by  the  laity,  and  it  will, 
therefore,  often  be  found  necessary  to  explain  that  the  former  is  a 
process  that  requires  the  application  of  a  much  lower  degree  of  heat 
than  is  effective  for  the  latter.  Sterilization,  it  may  be  explained, 
means  the  killing  of  all  germs  that  may  be  present  in  the  milk,  by 
exposing  it  to  a  temperature  of  140°  Fahr.,  for  a  period  of  twenty 
minutes.  Pasteurization  means  the  destruction  of  the  disease  germs 
that  are  of  common  occurrence  in  it,  such  as  those  of  tuberculosis, 
typhoid  fever  and  diphtheria. 

When  properly  instructed  any  mother  of  ordinary  intelligence 
can  do  all  that  is  necessary  in  the  pasteurization  of  milk.  In  giving 
this  needed  instruction,  the  following  directions  by  Dr.  L.  A.  Rogers, 
of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  will  no  doubt  prove  of  decided 
assistance : 

"Milk  is  most  conveniently  pasteurized  in  the  bottles  in  which  it 
is  delivered.  To  do  this,  use  a  small  pail  with  a  perforated  false 
bottom.  An  inverted-  pie  tin  with  a  few  holes  punched  in  it  will 
answer  this  purpose.  This  will  raise  the  bottles  from  the  bottom 
of  the  pail,  thus  allowing  a  free  circulation  of  water  and  preventing 
bumping  of  the  bottles.  Punch  a  hole  through  the  cap  of  one  of  the 
bottles  and  insert  a  thermometer.  The  ordinary  floating  type  of 
thermometer  is  likely  to  be  inaccurate,  and  if  possible  a  good  ther- 
mometer with  the  scale  etched  on  the  glass  should  be  used.  Set  the 
bottles  of  milk  in  the  pail  and  fill  the  pail  with  water  nearly  to  the 
level  of  the  milk.  Put  the  pail  on  the  stove  or  over  a  gas  flame 
and  heat  it  until  the  thermometer  in  the  milk  shows  not  less  than 
1500  nor  more  than  1 55 0  F.    The  bottles  should  then  be  removed 


152 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW 


from  the  water  and  allowed  to  stand  from  twenty  to  thirty  minutes. 
The  temperature  will  fall  slowly,  but  may  be  held  more  uniformly 
by  covering  the  bottles  with  a  towel.  The  punctured  cap  should 
be  replaced  with  a  new  one,  or  the  bottle  should  be  covered  with  an 
inverted  cup. 

"After  the  milk  has  been  held  as  directed  it  should  be  cooled 
as  quickly  and  as  much  as  possible  by  setting  in  water.  To  avoid 
danger  of  breaking  the  bottle  by  too  sudden  change  of  temperature, 
this  water  should  be  warm  at  first.  Replace  the  warm  water  slowly 
with  cold  wa'ter.  After  cooling,  milk  should,  in  all  cases,  be  held 
at  the  lowest  available  temperature." 

Judicious  feeding  of  infants  will  do  much  toward  preventing 
numerous  cases  of  the  intestinal  troubles  so  common  during  the 
summer  months.  On  the  first  appearance  of  the  symptoms  of 
any  of  these  diseases,  however,  a  radical  change  should  be  at  once 
made  in  the  patient's  diet,  and  it  has  been  found  wise  to  discontinue 
for  a  time  all  foods  containing  milk,  and  in  place  of  them  substitute 
plain  water,  barley  water  or  albumin  water.  Albumin  Avater  or 
barley  water  may  be  continued  for  three  or  four  days,  the  selection 
being  made  according  to  the  condition  of  the  bowels.  If  they  are 
offensive,  showing  proteid  decomposition,  barley  water  will  be  the 
indicated  food,  but  if  the  stools  are  sour  and  excoriate  the  buttock, 
owring  to  acidity  resulting  from  carbohydrate  fermentation,  albumin 
water  will  prove  useful.  The  intervals  between  feedings  should 
never  be  less  than  three  hours,  and  the  amount  given  should  not 
be  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  quantity  used  when  in  health. 
Between  feedings  water  should  be  given  frequently.  The  patient 
should  be  kept  cool  and  as  quiet  as  possible.  An  abundance  of 
fresh  air  should  also  be  provided  for,  and  it  will  be  well  to  give 
positive  directions  in  regard  to  the  disinfection  of  the  attendant's 
hands,  as  well  as  the  soiled  napkins.  A  neglect  of  this  duty  on  the 
part  of  attendants  may  cause  re-infection,  and  mean  the  difference 
between  life  and  death.  J.  W.  F. 


''Lncle  Sam''  is  now  Dean.    May  success  attend  his  administration. 


Much  space  has  been  devoted  to  the  Owen  bill,  but  its 
importance  warranted  it.  Book  reviews  have,  therefore,  been 
crowded  from  this  number. 


The  Massachusetts  Eclectic  Medical  Society  held  its  meeting  at  the 
Hotel  Yendome,  Thursday  and  Friday,  June  2  and  3.  There  was  a 
large  attendance  and  arrangements  were  completed  for  the  entertain- 
ment of  the  National. 
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Address  at  Fiftieth  Anniversary  Celebration. 

BY  LEE  H.  SMITH,  M.  D. 

This  Society  was  originated  at  a  time  when  medicine  was  one  of 
the  most  narrow  and  intolerant  of  professions.  The  methods  of 
treatment  in  vogue  were  barbarous.  To  be  ill  was  to  be  bled,  blist- 
ered, purged  and  subjected  to  the  evils  of  mecurialization.  Disease 
a.  as  fought  as  an  evil  demon.  The  battle  ground  was  the  patient  and 
the  physician  bent  upon  a  war  of  extermination  that  left  a  scarred  and 
unhappy  sufferer,  the  victim  of  a  conflict  sanguinary  and  woeful  in 
every  sense. 

The  intelligent,  cind  ignoraur  as  well,  noted  that  nature  seemed 
more  kindly  and  helpful  than  the  doctor,  that  those  let  alone  to  the  heal- 
ing spirit  of  fresh  air  and  the  absence  of  medical  torture  more  often 
recovered  than  those  given  over  to  the  most  thorough  treatment  by 
emetics,  salivating,  mercurial  purgatives,  bleeding  and  the  blister.  The 
visit  of  the  physician  was  looked  forward  to  with  horror,  but  the  re- 
bellious were  quickly  subdued  with  the  lancet  and  calomel,  and  the 
patient  carried  to  that  terminal  station  that  covers  the  mistakes  of  the 
physician,  or  was  so  enfeebled  as  to  emerge  chastened  in  mind  and 
body. 

At  this  period  Eclecticism  took  its  inception.  It  was  a  revolt 
against  bigotry  and  prevalent  false  conception  and  medaevile  ignor- 
ance fostered  by  a  powerful  and  unyielding  tradesunion  spirit.  At 
once  it  became  the  favorite  system  of  practice  by  the  foremost  liberal 
and  broad  minded  men  of  the  day. 

The  system  briefly  aimed  to  aid  nature  and  to  use  mild  means 
to  help  the  human  economy.  Fresh  air,  bathing,  the  free  use  of  water 
to  reduce  fever  externally  as  well  as  internally,  and  for  medication  a 
main  reliance  upon  our  vast  and  valuable  list  of  indigenous  and 
botanical  remedies.  With  the  study  of  the  remedial  uses  of  the  various 
preparations  made  from  plants  the  Eclectic  had  means  of  controlling 
the  most  unpleasant  manifestations  of  disease,  of  aiding  the  organism 
to  withstand  depression  and  to  hasten  the  elimination  of  poisons.  The 
people  liked  the  new  system  and  by  their  support  made  it  successful. 
Some  of  the  great  leaders  of  this  early  day  were  men  from  this  city. 
Among  the  eminent  Eclectic  physicians,  Dr.  King  was  a  teacher  in 
Cooper  Institute,  Xew  Vork,  and  afterward  aided  in  the  success  of  the 
Cincinnati  Medical  College.  Progress  in  Pharmacy  in  the  production 
of  our  present  extracts  and  the  modern  materia  medica,  has  been  most 
due  to  the  labors  of  the  Eclectic  brotherhood.  As  the  older  men  are 
replaced  in  the  ranks  by  the  younger  intolerance  is  less  pronounced 
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and  there  is  a  natural  tendency  toward  Eclecticism  on  the  part  of  our 
Allopathic  and  Homeopathic  allies,  until  at  this  day  our  greatest  peril 
is  the  desire  on  the  part  of  these  now  friendly  anacondas  to  swallow 
us  entire,  bag  and  baggage.  It  will,  however,  be  better  for  human 
happiness  and  medical  progress  if  the  three  schools  of  medicine  are 
maintained  to  stimulate  advance  and  freedom  of  thought  and  action. 
The  great  mistake  of  modern  education  is  that  of  a  too  inflexible  sys- 
tem that  tends  to  mould  all  minds  alike.  This  represses  individuality, 
it  is  a  bar  to  progress,  and  because  it  tends  to  the  repression  of  genius, 
as  it  were,  every  intelligence  is  fitted  with  the  same  corset  to  the 
detriment  of  its  free  play  and  development. 

Colleges  are  being  held  in  esteem  in  proportion  to  their  vastness  in 
brick,  mortar,  estate,  and  extent  of  laboratory  equipment.  It  is  en- 
rolled intellect  and  intelligence  that  should  most  largely  count.  Our 
modern  great  medical  college  keep  the  student  and  the  teacher  too  far 
apart.  The  student  body  is  too  numerous  and  the  work  of  the  teacher 
physician  too  strenuous  to  admit  of  the  increased  friction  that  comes 
of  contact.  Hence  they  are  separated  by  a  wide  chasm.  The  large 
college  has  this  vital  weakness.  Its  strength  is  in  money,  stone  build- 
ings and  equipment,  instead  of  in  that  close  mental  touch  that  enables 
the  capable  and  highly  specialized  teacher  to  vaccinate  the  student  with 
his  enthusiasm  and  knowledge  of  disease  and  its  treatment. 

The  student  in  a  small  college  gets  close  to  each  and  every  one  of 
his  teachers,  he  imbibes  his  knowledge  at  close  hand,  his  mistakes  and 
weaknesses  are  corrected  by  the  master.  He  has  opportunity  for  private 
laboratory  work  and  clinical  study  that  is  denied  and  impossible  in 
those  wholesale  manufacturies  of  doctors — the  big  medical  college. 
Horace  Greeley  once  said  of  that  class  of  college  graduates :  ''Of  all 
horned  cattle  they  are  the  most  useless." 

It  is  to  my  mind  certain  that  our  colleges,  like  our  trusts,  are  getting 
too  large  for  the  best  results.  Modern  philanthropy  seems  determined 
to  endow  new  chairs1  of  teaching  to  an  unlimited  degree,  with  the  result 
that  the  students  bid  fair  to  become 

"Educated  beyond  their  mental  capacity." 
When  fifteen  years  ago,  in  Buffalo,  after  the  inauguration  of  a  great 
series  of  nature  studies  for  the  public  school  children  the  Superintendent 
of  Education  called  my  attention  to  a  letter  from  a  fond  parent  that 
read  in  this  wise  :  "Your  teaching  is  getting  too  spread  out.  I  want 
my  boy  to  have  more  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic  and  less  pussy 
willow." 

Medicine  and  surgery  possess  in  common  with  many  arts  require- 
ments that  are  best  learned  by  studying,  and  an  apprenticeship  under 
the  kindly  eye  of  the  master,  and  with  his  close  care  and  precept,  we 
must  get  a  finer  and  better  product  than  from  a  machine  mould  at 
wholesale. 

Buffalo. 
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Report   on  the  State   Eclectic  Society   Meeting,  Alumni 
Association,  E.  M.  C.  Meeting,  Commencement  Exercises, 
and  State  Eclectic  Society  Banquet. 

BY  VICTOR  VON  UNRUH. 

Fifty  years  ago  the  Eclectic  physicians  of  this  State  gathered  to 
constitute  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
After  much  hardship  they  finally  succeeded  in  obtaining  their  char- 
ter from  the  State,  and  that  all  of  the  members  have  lived  up  to  the 
principle  they  endeavored  to  represent  was  clearly  proved  at  the 
festive  occasion,  the  celebration  of  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary,  held 
on  May  17th,  18th,  and  19th,  1910,  in  this  city  at  the  Eclectic 
Medical  College,  together  with  the  Commencement  Exercises  of  our 
institution  and  the  Alumni  Association's  Meeting. 

Much  ado!  This  is,  in  short,  the  stamp  put  upon  this  annual 
meeting.  It  was  a  fine  body  of  men  that  convened  at  the  E.  M.  C. 
building;  from  far  and  near  the  Eclectic  brethern  of  this  and  other 
States  responded  to  the  call  of  the  President,  Dr.  S.  A.  Hardy,  and 
without  a  hitch  in  the  whole  three  days'  program  proceeded  in  best 
harmony,  reminding  us  of  the  words  :  "Behold  how  beautiful  and 
pleasant  it  is  for  brethern  to  dwell  together  in  unity." 

The  first  day.  May  17th,  was  taken  up  with  the  convening  of  the 
State  Society  and  transaction  of  regular  business  in  the  morning, 
while  the  afternoon  was  filled  with  the  reading  of  various  essays. 
The  President  of  the  State  Eclectic  Society,  Dr.  S.  A.  Hardy,  wel- 
comed the  convention  and  in  well  selected  themes,  as  he  is  wont  to 
do,  viewed  our  aims  and  recapitulated  our  accomplishments  during 
the  first  fifty  years. 

On  the  second  day  the  reading  of  essays  was  continued  in  the 
morning  until  the  time  set  for  the  Alumni  Association.  The  Presi^ 
dent,  Dr.  E.  King,  pointed  out  how  the  first  organized  effort  of  the 
Alumni  had  been  to  support  the  College  financially  and  the  showing 
made  certainly  justified  their  concerted  action.  Reports  of  special 
committees  show  a  fund  of  $2,000  collected  last  year,  and  Drs. 
Brandenburg  and  Bulson  elected  as  members  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  the  E.  M.  C.  Idling  is  not  found  among  the  Alumni  and 
to-day  the  fund  amounts  to  $4,180.  Contributions  were  asked  for 
to  complete  the  third  thousand,  and  it  is  not  strange  that  this  was 
subscribed  and  paid  on  the  spot ;  more  than  this,  the  fourth  thousand 
is  well  nigh  completed  by  generous  contributions  from  Drs.  L.  H. 
Smith  (Eclectic  member  of  the  N.  Y.  State  Board  of  Medical 
Examiners)  ;  L.  E.  Russell  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  Cin- 
cinnati ;  H.  S.  Blackfan,  of  the  Legislative  Committee  and  others. 
Dr.  Boskowitz  introduced  the  ''angel"  of  the  year,  Dr.  F.  A.  Greene, 
to  whose  generosity  is  due  a  total  contribution  of  $1,600  during  the 
last  twelve  months.  The  contributions  came  in  so  fast  that  con- 
fusion in  the  craft  was  threatening,  but  was  promptly -cleared  up  by 
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Dr.  Boskowitz.  The  amounts  collected  and  subscribed  necessitated 
the  election  of  a  new  member  from  the  ranks  of  the  Alumni  to  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  and  the  name  of  Dr.  W.  L.  Heeve  was  presented 
by  Dr.  Boskowitz,  and  unanimously  approved  by  the  Association. 

The  Board  of  Censors  congratulated  the  College  on  the  fine 
showing  that  the  graduates  had  made  before  them.  Dr.  Abbott,  of 
Taunton,  Mass.,  spoke  on  the  deserving  of  success  and  its  attaining 
by  working  for  it.  Dr.  King  compared  the  old  school  Materia 
Medica  with  our  own  and  insisted  that  the  modern  methods  of 
bacteriological  hematological,  and  microscopical  research  must  be 
applied  by  us  in  the  study  of  our  specific  indications,  which  he  be- 
lieved is  not  only  possible  but  of  great  future  benefit  to  us.  Dr. 
Rowe  appreciates  the  methods  of  our  College  and  refutes  the  often 
made  insinuations  that  students  were  not  sufficiently  trained  in 
prepartory  work,  pointing  out  that  the  standards  of  all  schools  are 
the  same  to-day.  Dr.  Tonks  of  Connecticut,  while  not  attending 
our  meetings  here  for  a  number  of  years,  has  kept  in  touch  with  us, 
and  bespeaks  for  Connecticut  a  new  lease  of  life  because  of  the 
Eclectics  who  there  practice  as  such.  Dr.  L.  H.  Smith  congratu- 
lates the  College  on  its  fine  record  before  the  State  Examining 
Board.  Dr.  G.  W.  Thompson  showed  how  unity  exists  among 
Eclectics  to-day  more  than  ever  before;  what  is  wanted  is  sentiment 
among  the  public  that  should  know  us  better.  Dr.  Howes  predicts 
a  harvest  for  Eclecticism  larger  than  anticipated  by  many,  a  har- 
vest that  must  of  needs  follow  the  sowing  of  seventy-five  years.  Dr. 
Boskowitz  opposes  the  opinion  expressed  that  we  should  be  mission- 
aries, and  enjoins  the  young  element  to  become  members  of  the 
County,  State  and  National  Societies  at  once  lest  necessity  and 
need  should  knock  at  their  door;  we  lack  in  what  politically  is 
termed  "organization  men"  ;  if  properly  organized  we  can  get  all 
that  is  our  right,  and  we  ask  for  no  more  than  this  ;  Xew  York 
harbors  400  Eclectics  within  the  boundaries  of  the  city,  but  only 
100  are  members  of  our  organizations ;  missionary  wrork  among 
our  own  material  which  is  good,  will  result  in  barriers  unsurmount- 
able  by  any  of  our  foes.  To  Dr.  Kunitzer,  who,  as  vice-president 
of  the  Sydenham  Hospital,  invites  our  young  men  and  graduates, 
offering  them  all  the  facilities  of  that  enlarged  institution,  the 
thanks  of  the  Alumni  Association  is  rendered.  Dr.  Boskowitz 
announces  that  within  a  few  weeks  there  will  be  a  new  Dean  of  the 
Faculty  of  our  College,  he  himself  having  borne  more  than  his 
alloted  share  in  the  work  as  acting  Dean  during  the  last  two  years. 

The  awarding  of  prizes  from  members  of  the  Faculty  and 
teachers  to  graduates  and  students  followed. 

To  the  graduates ; 

Dr.  Hinds,  a  $10  gold  piece,  each  to  John  Birkenhauer,  M.D., 
and  James  Steele,  M.D.,  for  the  best  papers  in  Pediatrics,  both 
attaining  the  same  percentage. 
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Dr.  Pearlstien,  a  set  of  uterine  sounds  to  James  Steele,  M.D.,  for 
the  best  paper  on  Gynecology  and  orificial  surgery. 

Dr.  Holmberg,  an  ophthalmoscope  to  James  Steele,  M.D.,  and  a 
retinoscope  to  John  Birkenhauer,  M.D.,  for  the  best  and  second  best 
papers  respectively  on  Optics  and  Refraction. 

Dr.  King,  an  anaesthesia  outfit  and  ether  cone  to  James  Steele, 
M.D.,  for  the  best  paper  on  Anaesthetics. 

Dr.  Waite,  a  faradic  battery  to  James  Steele,  M.D.,  for  the  best 
paper  on  Electro-Therapeutics. 
To  the  Undergraduates : 

Dr.  Lohmann,  McFarland's  textbook  on  Pathogenic  Bacteria  to 
V.  von  Unruh,  A.B.,  D.D.S.,  for  the  best  paper  Bacteriology. 

Dr.  Schaefer,  a  $10  gold  piece,  each  to  G.  Glenn,  B.S.,  and  E.  G. 
Marr,  for  the  best  work  in  the  chemical  laboratory  of  the  second 
and  first  years'  classes  respectively. 

Adjournment  followed  for  the  purpose  of  a  short  and  sweet  re- 
past, served  by  our  ladies,  wlio  know  how  thus  to  reach  the  men's 
hearts.  After  lunch  the  annual  election  of  officers  of  the  Alumni 
Association  resulted  in  unanimous  votes  for  Dr.  G.  J.  Olsson,  Presi- 
dent ;  Dr.  H.  C.  Hinds,  Secretary ;  Dr.  V.  Sillo,  Treasurer,  who  were 
then  installed  in  their  offices  by  Dr.  Boskowitz. 

The  Students'  Beachonian  Society  then  held  their  short  exercises 
with  Dr.  James  Steele,  President  of  the  graduating  class,  as  class 
orator,  who,  on  behalf  of  the  graduating  class,  presented  a  token  of 
appreciation  to  the  clerk  of  the  College,  Mrs.  E.  G.  Trigg  ;  Dr.  C.  L. 
Greil,  class  historian ;  Dr.  J.  H.  Heacock,  poet ;  Dr.  J.  Birkenhauer, 
prophet ;  Dr.  Greil  delivered  a  parting  address  to  the  Faculty.  The 
names  of  the  graduates  are :  J.  Birkenhauer,  P.  J.  Catoggio,  I. 
Congialosi,  H.  Elster,  H.  Feld,  C.  L.  Greil,  J.  H.  Heacock,  J.  A. 
Lock,  J.  J.  Mohrbacher,  J.  Saffier,  J.  Steele,  P.  Suffin,  C.  H. 
Stoerzer. 

The  Commencement  Exercises  of  the  College  took  place  at  the 
Hotel  Plaza  at  8  P.  M.  The  beautiful  ballroom  was  well  filled  with 
visitors,  guests,  and  friends  of  the  graduates  of  the  College.  Dr.  J.  T. 
Sibley  delivered  the  address  to  the  graduates  in  his  usual  winning 
manner  and  tone,  touching  alike  to  the  heart  and  the  intellect.  He  em- 
phasized the  fact  that  Eclectics  stood  for  advance  in  the  thought  and 
science  of  the  medical  art,  and  saw  a  felicitous  omen  for  the  college 
in  the  fact  of  both  sexes  being  represented  among  the  graduates.  Dr. 
Boskowitz  then  conferred  the  degree  of  M.D.  upon  the  thirteen  gradu- 
ates, enjoining  them  to  remain  loyal  to  our  cause  and  principle.  After 
the  benediction  by  the  Rev.  J.  Rushton,  the  exercises  closed,  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  banquet  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of 
Xew  York,  held  also  at  the  Hotel  Plaza. 

The  guests'  table  was  occupied  by  fifteen  persons,  and  nineteen 
other  tables  by  the  members  of  the  Society,  their  ladies,  friends,  and 
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relatives — in  all  149.  Dr.  Hardy  presiding  welcomed  the  assemblage 
and  pointed  out  how  the  principle  of  "sustaining  the  vital  powers"  had 
first  led  the  men  of  the  early  days  in  Eclecticism  to  kindlier  treatment 
of  the  diseased. 

The  following  speakers  were  then  introduced :  The  Hon.  Norman 
S.  Dike,  Doctor  Lee  H.  Smith,  Hon.  Charles  L.  Guy,  Doctor  Charles 
A.  Tyrrell,  Hon.  John  J.  Murphy,  Professor  John  Uri  Lloyd,  Hon. 
Herman  Metz,  Doctor  L.  E.  Russell,  and  Rev.  Doctor  J.  Rushton. 

Most  of  the  speakers  took  up  the  theme  of  the  necessity  of  freedom 
of  thought  and  broad-minded  tolerance  in  all  human  undertakings. 

"Papa,"  who  by  general  acclamation  and  arising  was  asked  to 
speak,  declined  to  take  up  more  of  the  time.  All  present  were 
unanimous  in  their  praise  of  the  arrangement,  the  punctuality,  and  the 
harmony  in  all  events  of  the  day. 

On  Thursday,  May  19,  the  final  meeting  of  the  State  Society  took 
place,  reading  of  essays  and  concluding  of  business.  Upon  all  present 
was  impressed  the  urging  necessity  of  attending  the  National  Conven- 
tion at  Boston,  June  28  to  July  1. 


The  Blood  is  an  Electro-Magnetic  Fluid. 
The  Blood  is  Circulated  by  the  Air  we  Breath,  and  the  Heart  is  not 
a  Pump,  but  Agitates  and  Regulates  the  Flow  of  Blood. 

BY  M.  J.  RODERMUND,  M.  D. 

For  sixteen  hundred  years  the  blood  was  not  considered  to  circu- 
late in  the  body,  and  for  three  hundred  years  the  blood  has  been 
considered  to  be  pumped  throughout  the  body  by  the  heart.  The 
present  theory  is  absolutely  wrong.  You  will  perhaps  say  what 
difference  does  this  make  to  you?  But  I  answer  that  no  discovery 
of  any  law  of  the  body  ever  made  means  so  much  to  humanity  than 
the  understanding  and  application  of  this  important  knowledge.  It 
does  actually,  for  the  first  time  in  the  world's  history,  explain  the 
cause  and  prevention  of  disease.  This  very  important  law  of  the 
body  is  demonstrated  in  the  following  manner : 

A  large  animal  is  taken  weighing  from  three  to  eight  hundred 
pounds  and  put  under  an  anaesthetic,  and  the  arteries  laid  bare  and 
tied  off  at  the  heart,  and  in  a  moment  all  arteries  are  empty.  This 
will  occur  in  any  position  the  animal  can  be  placed. 

Now  enough  blood  is  taken  from  the  veins  to  fill  the  arteries,  the 
blood  now  being  the  same  in  the  veins  and  in  the  arteries,  and  all 
the  force  possible  is  used  with  a  syringe  or  pump  and  no  circulation 
is  possible.  But  when  the  arteries  are  emptied  of  this  venous 
blood,  the  blood  will  again  circulate.  This  proves  we  must  have 
venous  and  arterial  blood  in  order  to  have  circulation.  In  other 
words,  arterial  blood  is  positive  and  venous  blood  negative. 
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If  poor,  or  impure  air  is  used  the  circulation  becomes  more 
sluggish  and  less  forcible  on  account  of  the  poor  supply  of  oxygen 
from  the  air  and  the  retention  of  carbon  dioxide,  or  poison,  in  the 
blood.  This  latter  is  a  very  important  point  from  the  standpoint  of 
health. 

Another  experiment  is  to  connect  the  circulation  from  the  lungs 
to  the  large  artery  (aorta)  by  a  tube ;  this  leaves  out  the  heart  com- 
pletely, and  the  blood  will  circulate  steadily,  but  does  not  have  the 
pulse  beat,  nor  does  it  have  that  electro-magnetic  energy  that  it 
does  when  passing  through  and  is  agitated  by  the  heart,  by  which 
it  is  only  possible  for  the  blood  to  circulate  as  it  does.  By  tieing  off 
the  blood  below  the  heart,  it  does  not  strain  the  heart,  which  it  must 
if  the  heart  were  a  pump.  I  have  here  only  given  the  major  experi- 
ments, as  the  details  would  make  a  very  long  article. 

I  will  just  mention  here  the  fact  that  I  have  also  demonstrated  as 
absolutely  correct  that  no  impurities,  poisons  or  germs  can  be 
taken  into  the  system  by  breathing.  This  sentence  ought  to  set  you 
thinking.  It  proves  that  every  fundamental  principle  upon  which 
the  practice  of  medicine  is  now  based  is  absolutely  wrong  and  in- 
true  in  every  instance  if  put  to  practical  tests. 
Bloomer,  Wis. 


Puberty. 

Read  before  the  17th  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Kings  County  Eclectic  Medical 
Society,  February,  12,  1910. 

BY  M.  B.  PEARLSTIEN,  M.  D. 

Nature  has  caprices  which  art  cannot  imitate. 

Puberty,  derived  from  the  Latin,  pubertas,  denotes  the  age  of 
maturity,  or  the  ripe  age. 

Botanically,  it  is  the  period  when  a  plant  begins  to  flower. 

In  human  beings  it  is  that  period  in  life  at  which  a  person  of 
either  sex,  besides  reaching  the  stage  of  physical  development,  be- 
comes functionally  capable  of "  generation. 

In  the  male,  it  is  the  passing  of  boyhood  into  manhood,  by  a 
more  complete  development  of  sexual  organs,  including  seminal 
functions,  also  by  physical  changes  of  the  boy  generally,  such  as  the 
development  of  the  larynx,  deepening  the  voice,  growth  of  the 
beard,  etc. 

In  the  female,  it  is  the  transition  from  girlhood  to  womanhood. 
It  denotes  the  completion  of  the  developing  processes  of  the  body 
and  the  establishment  of  menstruation.  It  also  signifies  the  stage 
at  which  the  genital  organs  increase  rapidly  in  size  and  vascularity, 
the  pelvis  broadens  and  the  pubes  becomes  covered  with  hair. 
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The  age  at  which  puberty  is  attained  differs  under  varying  cir- 
cumstances, such  as  race,  latitude,  climate,  etc.  Puberty  occurs 
earlier  in  the  natives  of  hot  climates  than  in  those  of  the  north,  and 
earlier  in  the  Latin  race  than  in  the  Anglo-Saxon.  The  age  of 
puberty  of  white  persons  in  the  United  States  is  considered  from 
fourteen  to  sixteen  years  in  the  male,  and  from  twelve  to  fourteen 
in  the  female. 

An  interesting  table  has  been  compiled  by  W.  S.  Christopher  (1) 
giving  the  physical  measurements  in  puberty  and  their  significance. 

The  doctor  gave  results  obtained  from  the  examination  of  6,259 
children.  He  took  seven  measurements  of  each  child  and  prepared 
tables  to  show  their  average  height,  weight,  strength,  etc.,  at  differ- 
ent ages.  Girls  were  separated  from  boys  and  comparison  drawn 
between  them  to  show  the  respects  in  which  they  progressed  on 
parallel  lines. 

Among  the  general  conclusions  arrived  at  by  the  author  was 
this ;  that  in  both  sexes  there  was  a  period  of  quiescence  before 
puberty,  followed  by  a  period  of  exaltation.  It  is  a  period  of  great 
individualization,  a  period  when  the  weak  were  apt  to  fQ1'l  and  when 
the  strong  develop  rapidly. 

The  great  mental  revolution  which  occurs  at  puberty  may  travel 
beyond  its  physiological  limits  even  to  the  extent  of  becoming 
pathological. 

Permit  me  now  to  go  somewhat  into  detail  of  puberty  in  the  girl, 
citing  several  relationships,  physiologically  and  pathologically,  bear- 
ing upon  her  future  welfare. 

Puberty,  because  of  its  common  occurrence,  is  given  but  little 
thought  by  the  physician  or  mother  and  its  psychic  and  pathological 
consequences  are  very  much  underestimated. 

Byron  Robinson  (2)  claims  that  puberty  is  the  beginning  of 
womanhood,  which  may  be  productive  of  special  dangers,  though 
the  clangers  may  not  be  directly  connected  with  the  sexual  organs. 

Puberty  is  heralded  by  ganglianic  rhythm  and  the  appearance  of 
menstruation  is  the  result  of  a  distinct  nervous  phenomenon.  The 
genitals  then  become  a  point  of  new  irritation,  which  is  manifested 
by  the  oleaginous  secretion  from  the  sebaceous  follicles,  not  infre- 
quently the  secretion  from  these  glands,  is  so  abundant  that  it  de- 
composes and  sets  up  an  inflammation  around  the  parts. 

It  is  at  this  stage  in  particular  that  a  transformation  takes  place 
in  the  psychic  and  emotional  life  of  the  girl ;  her  currents  of 
thought  mysteriously  change  ;  her  life  acquires  a  new  and  deeper 
meaning,  and  with  hopes  and  yearnings  unknown  to  her  before, 
she  begins  to  feel  the  responsibility  of  a  woman. 

It  is  at  this  stage  also,  that  the  entire  nervous  system  is  bathed 
in  waste-laden  blood  and  is  capable  of  direct  and  reflex  irritations. 
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Hysteria,  imbecility,  dementia,  epilepsy  and  even  paranoia  are, 
in  many  cases  attributed  to  puberty,  to  say  nothing  of  various 
pathological  growths. 

C.  W.  Burr (3)  states  that  he  considers  everybody  somewhat  un- 
balanced at  the  age  of  puberty,  but  that  only  the  weaklings  develop 
mental  disease.  He  also  states  that  the  so-called  paranoia  may 
present  the  prodromal  symptoms  at  puberty,  yet  not  reach  its  height 
until  adult  life. 

Many  cases  of  epilepsy  that  appear  between  the  ages  of  twelve 
to  eighteen  years,  coincident  with  the  establishment  of  the  men- 
strual flow  are  ascribed  by  W.  P.  Spratling  (4),  to  puberty. 

Eye  defects  are  also,  in  many  instances,  associated  with  the 
development  of  puberty ;  they  are  marked  by  loss  of  vision  and 
limitation  of  the  visual  field.  In  some  cases,  where  the  general 
health  is  good,  complete  recovery  of  the  eyes  may  follow  the  estab- 
lishment of  menstruation. 

I  have  seen  a  number  of  cases,  suffering  with  hysteria,  which 
began  with  puberty ;  these  paroxysms  would  accompany  the  first 
day  of  menstruation  and  cease  when  the  flow  is  well  established,  in 
the  majority  of  instances  the  paroxysms  would  slowly  disappear 
with  the  advancement  of  the  regular  menstrual  life. 

Frank  De  Witt  Reese  (5)  is  of  the  opinion  that  fibroid  tumors 
exist  in  utero  previous  to  menstruation,  though  its  development  to 
a  considerable  size  may  not  occur  until  a  number  of  years  after 
puberty. 

Would  it  not  be  well  for  us  as  physicians  to  impart  an  intelligent 
knowledge  to  all  women  having  the  care  of  growing  girls,  both  in 
school  and  at  home? 

I  believe  that  physical  and  moral  education  should  begin  early 
in  the  life  of  the  girl,  thus  establishing  right  habits  of  living,  mode 
of  dressing,  etc. 

These  women  should  have  the  ability  to  teach  the  girls  in  a 
proper  way  the  meaning  of  menstruation  and  a  few  simple  facts 
about  reproduction.  Great  care  must  be  exercised  not  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  girl  to  her  sexual  organs  nor  to  sextual  matters. 
An  active  life  out  of  doors  with  many  varied  interests  outside  of 
herself  should  be  encouraged,  hygienic  surroundings,  proper  nutri- 
tion at  regular  intervals,  rest  and  sleep  in  well  ventilated  rooms, 
moderate  but  regular  exercise  in  the  open  air,  particularly  walking, 
is  of  great  benefit ;  bathing  for  cleansing  and  stimulating  purposes 
must  be  enforced,  clothing  must  be  properly  fitted,  tight  corsets, 
tight  collars,  heavy  skirts  supported  from  the  hips,  as  well  as  shoes 
too  small  or  badly  shaped,  should  be  prohibited  ;  excessive  exercise 
of  any  kind  should  be  avoided. 

With  these  instructions  imparted  to  the  girls  and  carried  out,  I 
believe  the  disease  and  suffering  that  accompany  puberty  would  be 
minimized  and  sexual  evils  lessened. 
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Tonsilotomy. 

Its  use  and  Abuse. 

Read  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New- 
York,  May,  1910. 

BY  G.  E.  HOLM  BERG  j  M.  D. 

Mr.  President  and  Fellow  Members :  I  desire  to  present  for  your 
careful  consideration  a  subject  which  is  occupying-  the  thought  of  a 
great  many  physicians,  and  the  laity  as  well.  Varied  are  the  opinions 
expressed  by  both  classes;  and  in  text-books,  medical  journals  and 
pamphlets  alike  as  to  the  value  of  tonsilotomy.  Of  the  anatomy  of  the 
tonsilar  tissue  we  know  much,  but  not  so  with  regard  to  their  function 
in  the  human  economy.  Specialists  and  investigators  have  given  us 
their  opinions,  some  declaring  that  the  faucial  tonsils  play  no  conspicu- 
ous part  and  their  functions  doubtless  a  thing  of  the  past.  Others 
declare  that  the  presence  of  the  tonsils  in  the  highest  type  of 
life,  in  its  many  variations,  is  undoubtedly  designed  by  the  Creator 
for  some  good  purpose.  It  is  a  generally  accepted  theory  that 
the  tonsils  possess  phagositic  properties,  that  the  current  of  the 
lymph  of  the  nose,  throat  and  mouth  converge  toward  the  tonsils, 
and  that  the  lymph  passes  through  the  tonsils  into  the  cervical 
lymphatics.  The  structure  of  the  faucial  tonsils  and  the  position 
they  occupy  in  the  upper  respiratory  tract,  like  fortifications, 
force  some  of  us,  in  the  light  of  our  present  knowledge,  to  con- 
clude that  their  presence  is  Nature's  defence  against  some  intruder 
detrimental  to  health.  We  are  all  willing  to  accept  the  statement,  so 
often  reiterated,  that  all  sorts  of  bacteria,  millions  of  them,  passes  in 
and  out  of  the  nose  and  mouth  while  we  are  breathing  and  during- 
deglutition.  It  has  been  pointed  out  also  that  these  bacteria  are  hin- 
dered from  further  invasion  of  the  system  and  their  harmful  products 
destroyed  by  the  tonsilar  bodies.  Of  course,  we  all  understand  that  the 
tonsilar  tissue,  or  glands  must  be  in  a  healthy  condition  to  perform 
their  function  well,  otherwise  the  immunizing  and  neutralizing- 
power  inherent  in  them  is  decreased,  like  the  functions  of  any 
other  diseased  organ  in  the  body. 
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The  force  of  the  above  argument  is  not  weakened  by  the  fact  that 
oft-times  these  fortifications  fail  to  fortify,  owing  to  the  lack  of  syste- 
matic resistance,  or  an  excessive  invasion  of  pathogenic  bacteria,  which 
break  clown  the  barriers  and  enter  the  lymph  structures  with  systemis 
infection  as  a  result.  That  the  tonsils  in  themselves  produce  toxic 
material  I  am  loath  to  believe,  although  generally  considered  they 
are  a  great  bug-a-boo  and  bear  a  bad  reputation  as  being  the  cause 
of  many  ills  that  destroy's  the  well  being,  and  even  life  itself. 

Not  long  since  the  daily  papers  heralded  the  conclusion  of  a  Chicago 
physician  that  almost  all  tubercular  troubles  were  due  or  traceable  to 
the  tonsils.  What  a  cheap  way  pf  getting  notoriety !  Had  he  qualified 
his  contention  he  might  have  held  the  ear  of  the  public  and  accomplished 
some  good. 

Not  a  few  noted  physicians  have  declared  their  disapproval  of  the 
present  indiscriminate  and  radical  removal  of  the  faucial  tonsils  in 
children  without  reference  to  their  diseased  or  non-diseased  condition. 
In  their  opinion  non-offending  or  healthy  tonsils  should  not  be 
interfered  with  surgically,  even  though  an  astute  school  physician 
so  determine.  On  the  other  hand,  these  same  organs  when  dis- 
eased, instead  of  being  protecting  agents,  may  become  the  very 
portals  through  which  enemies  of  health  are  admitted  and  their 
presence  undesirable,  hence  surgical  measures  under  this  condition 
a  forced  necessity. 

During  the  past  year,  while  connected  with  a  large  clinic,  and  in 
private  practice  as  well,  I  have  performed  hundreds  of  tonsil  operations 
and  confess  had  I  followed  my  better  judgment  would  have  done  less, 
there  being  in  many  instances  no  immediate  need  of  surgical  inter- 
ference. But  then  the  absence  of  the  tonsils  seemingly  does  not  affect 
the  well  being  of  the  individual,  hence  enucleation  was  the  result. 

If  I  should  be  bold  enough  to  interpret  the  trend  of  thoughtful  phy- 
sicians with  reference  to  this  subject,  I  would  say  that  the  pendulum 
has  swung  as  far  as  it  will,  and  that  tonsilotomy  will  assume  a  more 
thoughtful,  conservative  consideration  in  the  future  and  the  routine 
procedure  now  practiced  abandoned,  as  it  is  open  to  criticism  which  is 
hard  to  disprove. 

Peekskill,  N.  Y. 


Items  from  the  Field  of  Neurology. 

BY  THEODORE  DAVIS  ADLERMAN,  A.  Bv  M.  D. 

Occasionally  "masked  epilepsy,"  or  substitution  phenomena  take 
place  of  the  epileptic  attack,  "per  se,"  the  patient  passing  through, 
automatic  acts  instead  of  a  convulsion,  or  a  condition  of  double, 
consciousness  may  exist  in  which  the  patient  may  wander  off  for, 
some  hours  or  days;  this  is  the  so-called  ambulatory  epilepsy. 
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The  prevention  of  insanity  is  of  far  higher  consequence  than  the 
cure,  and  is  a  matter  which  concerns  every  medical  man,  while  the 
treatment  of  the  insane  concerns  only  a  few,  and  in  this  regard  some- 
thing must  be  done  to  forbid  the  marriage  of  unsuitable  persons, 
who,  by  reason  of  inheritance,  or  being  neurotic  or  inebriate,  are 
likely  to  have  diseased  children. 


In  all  cases  in  which  obscure  mental  or  nervous  symptoms  tend 
to  recur  periodically  with  normal  intervals,  the  possibility  or  prob- 
ability of  epilepsy  in  the  form  of  psychic  Jacksonian,  or  petit  mal 
seizures  should  be  considered,  and  careful  study  be  given  to  the 
symptoms  and  when  possible  the  case  should  be  placed  under  the 
care  of  an  intelligent  attendant  until  diagnosis  is  positive. 


Sauvineau  in  Rev.  neurol  claims  that  paralytic  ptosis  occurs  in 
hysteria  and  he  reports  two  illustrative  cases,  the  first  showing 
true  bilateral  ptosis ;  the  second  showing  a  ptosis  on  one  side,  accom- 
panied by  a  blepharospasm  on  the  opposite  side. 


W e  have  seen  a  case  of  acute  anterior  poliomyelitis',  with  exag- 
gerated "knee  jerk"  in  a  boy  of  thirteen  and  the  left  knee  jerk  was 
exaggerated  from  the  very  onset  of  the  disease. 


Saler  reports  a  case  of  unilateral  paralysis  (Journal  Nerv.  and 
Mental  Dis.).  Agitans  occurring  after  hemiplegia.  Seven  years  ago 
a  woman  developed  right  hemiplegia  from  which  she  made  a  partial 
recovery.  Four  years  later  she  first  noticed  tremor  in  the  arm  and. 
hand  of  the  left  (opposite)  side,  which  has  combined  to  the  present 
time.  There  is  now  the  typical  symptoms  complex  of  paralysis 
agitans  in  the  left  arm  with  paresis  of  the  left  arm  and  termors  in 
both  feet.    ' 

The  dividing  line  btween  delusional  insanity  and  melancholia 
is  indefinite,  many  delusional  patients  being  depressed  and  many 
melancholies  having  delusions.  Included  in  this  class  are  those 
in  whom  the  delusion  is  primary  and  depressions,  if  any,  secondary. 


The  first  question  in  sudden  hemiplegia  is  the  age  of  the  patient. 
The  degenerative  period  of  life  may  be  said  to  begin  at  50,  but  it 
may  begin  earlier  in  those  showing  an  inherited  tendency  to  early 
arterial  degeneration.  The  first  point  to  be  noted  is  the  state  of  the 
pulse  and  heart.  High  tension  of  the  pulse  and  a  strongly  acting 
hypertrophied  heart  point  to  hemorrhage  ;  a  soft  feeble  pulse  and 
a  dilated  heart  are  the  indications  of  thrombosis.  If  a  heart,  whether 
weak  or  strong,  presents  also  a  valvular  murmer  the  possibility  of 
embolism  arises. 
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Traumatic  extracranial  facial  paralysis  is  not  very  common. 
Blows  on  the  ear  or  over  the  mastoid  process,  stabs  or  cuts  in  this 
region,  or  fractures  of  the  jaw,  may  cause  paralysis  in  all  piripheral 
branches  of  the  nerve.  Injury  to  the.  face  may  cause  loss  of  power 
in  either  of  the  facial  branches.  The  symptoms  of  facial  palsy  vary 
with  the  extent  of  injury. 


There  were  no  external  evidences  of  fracture.  There  were  no 
palsies  of  the  cranial  nerves,  except  that  the  right  pupil  was  larger 
than  the  left.  The  hemiplegia  involved  the  arm,  leg,  face ;  there  were 
no  convulsions  and  slight  disturbances  of  sensation.  All  these 
symptoms  indicated  perhaps  a  primary  cerebral  hemorrhage  rather 
than  a  laceration  or  traumatic  compression  of  the  brain. 


Some  time  ago  a  female  inmate  in  a  workhouse,  aged  sixty,  was 
found  on  the  floor  of  her  cell  unconscious,  presumably  having  fallen 
from  her  bunk  to  the  stone  floor,  a  distance  of  about  four  feet. 
There  was  a  deep  scalp  wound  over  the  left  parietal  eminence. 
She  was  transferred  to  the  hospital  with  a  partial  coma  and  a  right 
hemiplegia  unassociated  with  ophasia. 

The  question  was,  did  the  patient  fall  and  receive  a  scalp  wound 
as  the  result  of  an  apoplectic  attack,  or  was  her  condition  due  to  a 
fracture  of  the  skull,  with  resulting  injury,  or  compression  of  the 
brain  ?. 


While  traumatic  leflex  epilepsy  cases  are  rare,  the  records  of  the 
Franco-Prussian  War  showed  17  cases  of  epilepsy  developing  among 
77,461  persons  injured  in  the  trunk  or  extremities. 


That  the  early  symptoms  of  tabes  are  often  overlooked  is  a  fact. 
Very  often  persons  suffering  from  incipient  tabes  will  show  only 
subjective  symptoms  of  pain  or  perhaps  a  very  slight  unsteadiness 
of  gait  and  which  will  be  diagnosed  by  the  unfamiliar  physician  as 
"sciatica,"  or  "some  spinal  congestion."  In  many  cases  cardinal 
symptoms  exist  for  months  and  years  without  the  patient's  knowl- 
edge. An  examination  by  a  competent  physician  who  is  on  the 
alert  for  nervous  disease  is  necessary  before  such  a  case  can  be 
pronounced  free  from  tabes. 


Not  a  few  epileptics  show  a  morose  suspicious  disposition  which 
slowly  separates  them  from  the  outer  world  and  results  in  impera- 
tive conceptions  and  delusions,  in  frightful  hallucinations  impelling 
acts  of  destructive  violence. 
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The  exhaustion  of  the  sexual  powers  and  the  masturbation  may 
induce  an  irritability  of  the  peripheral  nervous  system,  with  a  result- 
ing stupor,  which  will  be  often  succeeded  by  a  melancholic  state. 


The  forms  of  melancholia  one  meets  in  practice  are  really  very 
diversified.  You  will  find  every  graduation,  from  those  whose  life 
has  lost  its  freshness  and  in  whom  ideas  of  personal  unw'orth  prevail, 
to  those  who  are  sunk  in  an  abyss  of  despair.  Simple  melancholia 
is  very  frequent  and  it  is  funny  what  diagnosis,  such  as  anaemia, 
nervous  prostration,  run-down,  are  frequently  given  instead  of  the 
actual  state  of  the  case. 


To  me  delusional  melancholia  is  a  most  interesting  study. 
Hardly  two  patients  will  present  the  same  series  of  delusions  and 
can  be  easily  divided  into  physical  delusions  and  pyschical  delusions. 


Ergot  was  extensively  employed  by  Charcot  in  tabes  dorsalis, 
and  the  only  use  I  can  find  for  it  in  tabes  is  in  cases  of  extreme 
weakness  of  the  bladder  and  then  I  would  rather  use  ergotin. 


Generally  speaking,  the  tabetic  must  live  a  quiet,  regular  life, 
with  no  excitement  and  no  excesses  ;  moderation  in  eating  and  drink- 
ing and  smoking;  simple  pleasure  and  out  door  life  in  Summer; 
treatment  with  rest  in  the  open  air. 

70  Rogers  Avenue,  Brooklyn. 


Materia  -Medica  and  Therapeutics 

EDITED  BY 

JOHN   WILLIAM   FYFE,  WL.  D. 
Short  Articles  giving  definite  indications  for  remedies  are  solicited,  and  may  be  sent  to  Dr.  J.  W.  FIFE,  Saugatuck,  Ct 


Amygdalus  Persica. 

Medicinal  preparations  of  the  peach  tree  leaves  and  bark  are  em- 
ployed in  acute  gastritis  and  cholera  infantum,  with  results  which  are 
often  most  gratifying,  and  it  is  especially  indicated  in  all  wrongs  of 
life  characterized  by  great  irritability  of  the  stomach.  Tenderness  in  the 
epigastrium  and  an  elongated  and  pointed  tongue  are  symptoms  which 
should  always  suggest  the  possible  need  of  this  drug.  Amygdalus  tones 
up  the  circulatory  and  nervous  systems. 

The  dose  of  Specific  Amygdalus  is  from  10  to  15  drops,  but  it  may 
be  efficiently  employed  as  follows:  J}.  Amygdalus,  gtt.  xx ;  water,  §iv. 
Teaspoon ful  every  hour.  In  irritation  of  the  stomach  the  dose  should 
be  repeated  every  fifteen  minutes. 
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Hamamelis  Virginica. 

This  indigenous  remedy — commonly  known  as  witch  hazel — is  a 
very  efficient  agent,  and  is  often  employed  with  much  advantage  in 
diarrhea  and  dysentery,  especiallv  when  the  mucous  membranes  are 
pallid.  Fullness  of  mucous  membranes  and  fullness  of  veins  which 
are  inclined  to  dilatation  are  good  suggestive  indications.  When  there 
is  a  marked  increase  of  secretion  of  mucous  membranes  hamamelis  may 
also  be  considered  as  a  drug  likely  to  prove  a  medicament  of  corrective 
power. 

The  dose  of  Specific  Hamamelis  (or  any  good  distillate)  is  from  i 
to  60  drops.   

Geranium  Maculatum. 

This  is  one  of  our  most  efficient  indigenous  vegetable  remedial 
agents.  In  dysentery  it  is  a  rnost  potent  drug,  and  many  cases  have 
yielded  to  its  curative  influence  after  many  other  approved  measures 
had  failed  to  make  any  marked  impression  on  the  disease.  In  diarrhea 
characterized  by  a  constant  desire  to  go  to  stool,  its  action  is  promptly 
curative,  and  in  chronic  diarrhea,  especially  when  there  are  mucous 
discharges,  it  is  employed  with  most  satisfactory  results.  The  diarrhea 
of  the  latter  stages  of  phthisis  pulmonalis  is  also  well  controlled  by 
geranium,  and  in  the  vominting  of  cholera  infantum  its  checking  in- 
fluence is  often  life-saving. 

The  dose  of  Specific  Geranium  (or  a  good  fluid  extract)  is  from  5 
to  60  drops.  x   

Epilobium  Angustifolium. 

Willow  herb  constitutes  a  very  useful  remedial  agent  in  summer 
bowel  complaints.  In  diarrhea  of  a  watery  character,  often  due  to  change 
in  drinking  water,  it  is  employed  with  advantage,  and  in  diarrhea,  char- 
acterized by  feculent  discharges,  colicky  pain  or  tenesmus, 
epilobium  exerts  an  influence  which  is  promptly  corrective.  In  im- 
paired digestion,  especially  when  uneasy  sensations  in  the  abdomen 
constitute  prominent  features  of  the  case,  this  drug  has  been  found 
very  useful,  and  in  cholera  infantum,  especially  when  the  abdomen  is 
contracted  and  the' discharges  are  green,  it  is  beneficially  employed.  It 
is  also  an  efficient  remedy  in  diarrhea  of  typhoid  fever. 

The  dose  of  Specific  Epilobium  is  from  10  to  30  drops. 


Euphorbia  Hypericifolia. 

This  is  a  valuable  remedy  in  intestinal  irritation  of  infants,  and  is 
beneficially  employed  in  cholera  infantum.  In  diarrhea  when  the  dis- 
charges are  greenish  in  color  and  there  is  great  irritability,  euphorbia 
is  employed  with  much  benefit,  and  in  dysentery  it  has  often  been  used 
with  excellent  results.  Chronic  diarcliea  also  comes  within  its  curative 
influence. 
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The  dose  of  Specific  Euphorbia  (or  a  good  fluid  extract)  is  from 
i  to  3  drops,  but  it  may  be  successful  prescribed  as  follows :  I£ .  Eu- 
phorbia Hypericifolia,  gtt.  x  to  xx  ;  water,  5iv.   Teaspoonful  every  hour. 


Another  Baby  Killed. 

Dr.  C.  Y.  Beard,  of  Cheyenne,  Wyoming,  who  was  reported  as 
having  been  called  in  just  before  the  infant's  death  occurred,  writes  as 
follows  in  response  to  our  request  for  the  facts  : 

"I  was  called  at  2.30  a.  m.,  March  26,  1910,  to  see  Edna  N.,  a  well- 
nourished  babe  of  ten  months.  I  found  the  child  lying  on  the  bed, 
breathing  somewhat  irregularly,  but  very  slowly ;  there  was  noisy 
gurgling  in  the  throat  from  retained  secretions;  the  skin  was  waxy  and 
somewhat  cyanotic;  the  pulse  about  50  and  intermittent;  the  limbs 
were  cold ;  there  were  pin-point  pupils ;  the  limbs  and  abdomen  were 
insensible  to  pinching  and  to  the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold ;  the  child 
could  not  be  aroused  enough  to  swallow.  The  usual  stimulation  from 
atropin,  strychnin  and  alcohol  with  external  heat  failed  to  revive  the 
child,  who  died  at  4  a.  m.  On  first  inquiry  the  mother  said  the  child 
had  been  given  no  medicine  internally,  but  when  I  insisted  that  it  was 
under  an  opiate  she  admitted  the  child  was  cross  the  afternoon  before, 
and  that  an  old  lady  advised  giving  her  a  dose  of  Mrs.  Winslow's 
Soothing,  Syrup.  This  was  secured  from  a  nearby  drug  store,  and  one 
teaspoonful,  the  designated  dose,  was  administered  about  5  p.  m.  The 
babe  soon  exhibited  restlessness,  which  lasted  about  thirty  minutes. 
She  then  fell  into  a  sleep,  which  they  thought  a  very  natural  one  until 
about  midnight,  when  she  began  tossing  her  head  from  side  to  side 
with  no  motion  of  limbs  or  body.  It  was  then  found  that  she 
could  not  be  aroused.  The  family  physician  was  called,  but 
he  was  out  of  town  and  I  was  summoned.  A  verdict  of  'Accidental 
poisoning  from  morphine  contained  in  Mrs.  Winslow's  Soothing  Syrup' 
was  given  at  the  coroner's  inquest." — Journal  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  April  23,  1910. 
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Society  Meetings 


SOCIETY  CALENDAR. 

National  Eclectic  Medical  Association.  Meets  at  Boston  in  June,  1910. 
G.  W.  Thompson,  M.D.,  president;  W.  P.  Best,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Meets  at  New 
York,  May,  1910.  S.  A.  Hardy,  M.D.,  president;  E.  H.  King,  M.D.,  sec- 
retary. 

Massachusetts  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  first  Thursday  and  Fri- 
day of  June,  in  Boston.  D.  P.  Borden,  M.D.,  president;  Pitts  Edwin  Howes, 
M.D.,  secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York.  Meets 
third  Thursday  in  each  month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  Street.  C.  Lloyd, 
M.D.,  president;  H.  Harris,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Kings  County  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  annually  in  February. 
Theodore  Adlerman,  M.D.,  president;  A.  B.  Wolf,  M.D.,  secretary. 

New  York  Specific  Medication  Club.  Meets  second  Thursday  in  each 
month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  Street.   James  Moran,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Boston  District  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  the  fourth  Monday  of 
each  month,  excepting  July  and  August,  at  "The  Thorndike,"  Boylston 
street.  F.  G.  Phillimore,  M.D.,  president;  Pitts  Edwin  Howes,  M.D.,  sec- 
retary. 


Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

The  fiftieth  annual  meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the 
State  of  New  York  was  held  on  May  17  to  19  in  the  college  building 
in  New  York  City. 

The  affair  was  in  the  form  of  an  anniversary  celebration  and  was 
an  occasion  well  worthy  of  the  name.  No  effort  had  been  spared  to 
make  the  affair  a  great  success.  It  was  held  in  conjunction  with  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Alumni  Association  of  the  College  and  the  Comr 
mencement  Exercises. 

The  regular  business  and  literary  sessions  of  the  society  were  well 
attended  and  some  excellent  essays  were  presented  and  discussed.  Be- 
sides a  goodly  attendance  of  the  regular  members  of  the  society, 
there  were  many  visiting  Eclectics  from  neighboring  States  which 
added  materially  to  the  interest  of  the  meeting  and  the  discussions 
of  medical  topics. 

The  anniversary  banquet  held  at  the  Hotel  Plaza  was  a  fitting  and 
dignified  occasion,  marking  the  rounding  out  of  fifty  years  of  un- 
tiring effort  to  maintain  and  promote  the  principles  of  Eclecticism 
in  this  State.  There  were  present  at  the  banquet  not  only  the 
State  members  and  their  friends  and  the  visiting  members  from 
neighboring  States,  but  many  men  of  prominence  in  the  city  and 
county  of  New  York  who  paid  high  tribute  to  the  work  of  the 
college  and  society  and  the  men  who  have  been  at  the  helm  in 
the  affairs  of  Eclecticism  during  this  half  century. 

We  were  proud  of  President  Hardy  on  every  and  all  occasions  dur- 
ing the  session  and  regretted  to  see  him  turn  over  the  gavel,  yet  our 
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sorrow  was  turned  into  rejoicing  to  have  that  steady  and  staunch  Eclec- 
tic, Dr.  Brandenburg,  take  the  helm  for  the  ensuing  year. 

We  also  feel  that  the  funds  of  the  Society  are  safe  as  Gibraltar 
in  the  hands  of  our  new  treasurer,  Dr.  Bulson,  who  is  not  new  to  this 
office,  and  of  course  Dr.  Heeve  is  a  howling  success  as  an  untiring 
worker  in  the  office  of  corresponding  secretary.  The  Society  seems 
inclined  to  continue  the  same  old  secretary  in  office  for  the  sixth  term, 
and  he  is  wondering  if  this  is  going  to  be  a  continuous  performance 
until  he  will  be  celebrating  his  fiftieth  anniversary. 

It  is  sincerely  hoped  that  this  occasion  will  add  a  new  impetus  to 
every  Eclectic  in  the  State  to  remain  loyal  to  his  Society  and  to  continue 
these  untiring  efforts  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Eclectic  insti- 
tutions and  organizations  in  this  State,  and  to  cause  the  work  of 
our  societies  and  colleges  to  be  recognized  and  appreciated  during 
the  next  fifty  years  to  a  far  greater  degree  even  than  it  has  in  the 
half  century  just  closed. 

Earl  H.  King,  M.D.,  Secretary. 


Alumni  Association. 

The  members  of  the  Alumni  Association  of  the  Eclectic  Medical 
College  of  the  City  of  New  York,  saw  new  faces  at  the  annual  meeting 
held  on  Wednesday,  May  18,  1910,  in  the  college  hall. 

It  was  an  inspiration  to  have  some  of  the  members  of  the  State 
Society  then  in  session  joining  in  the  exercises  and  speaking  words  of 
encouragement. 

We  thus  heard  from  Dr.  Rowe,  of  Buffalo ;  Dr.  Russell,  of  Cincin- 
nati;  Dr.  Lee  H.  Smith,  of  Buffalo;  Dr.  J.  T.  Tonks,  of  Connecticut, 
and  Dr.  Blackfan,  of  Albany.  Also  hearing  from  our  staunch  friends 
from  Boston — Dr.  F.  W.  Abbott  and  Dr.  Pitts  Edwin  Howes. 

This  speech  making  of  our  guests  made  a  most  delightful  change 
in  our  usual  program. 

We  had  a  report  presented  by  Dr.  W.  L.  Heeve  of  the  two  special 
meetings  of  the  Association,  held  during  the  year  with  the  mo^t 
gratifying  results.  Dr.  Heeve  reports  that  the  committee  of  the  As- 
sociation has  received  subscriptions  amounting  to  $4,455  of  which 
$3,035  has  been  paid  to  the  college,  leaving  a  balance  to  be  paid  of 
$1,420. 

Of  the  amount  contributed  during  the  year  Dr.  F.  A.  Greene's  sub- 
scription w7as  $1,600. 

The  following  subscriptions  were  made  at  the  meeting:  Dr.  Rowe, 
of  Buffalo,  $25  ;  Dr.  Russell,  of  Ohio,  $20 ;  Dr.  Warner,  of  Brooklyn, 
$15;  Dr.  Scimeca,  of  New  York  City,  $50;  Dr.  Blackfan,  of  Albany, 
$50 ;  Dr.  Bloomer,  of  New  York  City,  $50 ;  Dr.  Olsson,  of  New  York 
City,  $100;  Dr.  Lee  H.  Smith,  of  Buffalo,  $100. 
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From  this  report  we  realize  that  our  honored  guests  not  only  brought 
us  cheering,  sympathetic  words,  but  also'  liberal  donations  to  the  Asso- 
ciation fund. 

A  delightful  luncheon  was  served  by  the  ladies,  which  was  thor- 
oughly appreciated  by  the  members  and  guests. 

Dr.  King  delivered  the  annual  address,  which  was  listened  to  with 
profound  interest.  He  made  a  strong  point  of  our  materia  medica  and 
urged  the  graduates  to  develop  specific  medication.  Dr.  King  also 
commended  the  high  character  of  our  graduates  as  having  gained 
through  opposition  a  commanding  position  in  the  medical  field. 

After  hearing  from  Dr.  Boskowitz  of  the  hopeful  outlook  for  the 
college,  speeches  were  made  by  a  number  of  our  members  and  guests. 

Dr.  King  presented  two  prizes,  the  first  one  to  Dr.  Steele  of  an 
ether  inhaler  and  ana  thesia  bag.  the  second  to  Dr.  Birkenhauer  of 
an  ether  inhaler  and  tongue  forceps. 

Dr.  Pearlstien  gave  to  Dr.  Steele  a  set  of  uterine  sounds. 

Dr.  Holmberg  presented  his  first  prize  of  an  ophthalmo- 
scope to  Dr.  Steele,  and  the  second  prize  of  a  retinoscope  to  Dr. 
Birkenhauer. 

Dr.  Lohman  gave  a  book  on  Bachteriology  to  Victor  von 
Unruh. 

Dr.  Hinds  gave  two  prizes  of  $10  gold  pieces,  one  from  Dr.  Anna 
Martin  King,  and  one  from  Dr.  Hinds.  The  equally  successful  re- 
cipients were  Dr.  Birkenhauer  and  Dr.  Steele. 

Dr.  Schaeffer  presented  a  $10  gold  piece  to  Ernest  G.  Marr 
for  the  best  work  in  the  inorganic  laboratory,  and  a  $10  gold  piece  to 
Grover  C.  Glenn  for  the  best  work  in  the  organic  laboratory.  Dr. 
Steele  received  a  Faradic  battery  from  Dr.  H.  E.  Waite. 

The  Nominating  Committee  reported  for  President,  Dr.  G.  Olsson ; 
for  First  Vice-President,  Dr.  H.  Harris;  for  Second  Vice-President, 
Dr.  T.  D.  Adlerman ;  for  Third  Vice-President,  J.  Birkenhauer ;  for 
Secretary,  Dr.  H.  C.  Hinds ;  for  Treasurer,  Dr.  V.  Sillo,  who  were 
elected. 

The  ceremony  of  the  installation  of  these  officers  closed  a  busy  and 
most  successful  meeting. 

Harriet  C.  Hinds,  Secretary. 


172 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW 


^elections 


The  Importance  of  Standardization. 

The  vegetable  drugs  used  in  medicine  cannot  always  be  grown 
under  the  same  conditions.  The  soil,  the  season,  the  gathering  time, 
the  temperature — these  are  variable  factors.  Consequently,  one  cannot 
reasonably  expect  that  the  amount  of  medicinal  substance  in  root,  leaf, 
bark  or  seed  will  be  constant.  Two  lots  of  digitalis  leaves  may  look 
exactly  alike  to  the  experienced  botanist,  yet  in  content  of  active  prin- 
ciple they  may  differ  widely.  As  a  matter  of  course,  preparations  of 
drug-plants  must  be  variable  in  strength  if  made  according  to  the  anti- 
quated method  whose  basic  idea  is  that  one  kilo  of  crude  drug  will 
produce  one  liter  of  fluid  extract.  Suppose  that  the  two  lots  of  digitalis 
leaves  referred  to  were  extracted  or  percolated  by  the  same  operator, 
in  the  same  manner,  and  during  the  same  period  of  time.  Would  the 
products  be  of  equal  therapeutic  activity  ?  Obviously  not.  In  each  case 
the  drug  would  be  made  to  yield  one  liter  of  fluid  extract,  but  this  very 
fidelity  to  pharmacopoeial  direction  would  carry  over  to  the  finished 
product  the  inequalities  present  in  the  crude  drug. 

The  only  way  to  secure  uniformity  in  drug  products  is  to  standard- 
ize them — in  other  words,  to  adjust  them  to  definite  strength  by  syste- 
matic assay,  chemical  or  physiological.  This  principle  is  now  pretty 
well  recognized  by  our  leading  pharmaceutical  manufacturers.  In  fact, 
it  is  to  one  of  the  manufacturers,  in  all  probability,  that  modern  medi- 
cine owes  much  of  its  scientific  character.  Reference  is  here  made  to 
Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  who  were  the  first  to  enter  the  fields  of 
both  chemical  and  physiological  assay  and  who  have  practiced  and 
preached  standardization  for  a  third  of  a  century. 

It  is  a  healthful  sign  that  the  medical  practitioner  of  to-day  is 
giving  serious  thought  to  the  subject  of  quality  in  medicinal  prepara- 
tions, for  it  is  a  logical  assumption  that  the  pharmaceutical  market 
contains  many  therapeutic  agents  of  very  doubtful  value.  The  physician 
has  an  obligation  to  himself  and  to  his  patient — an  obligation  which 
does  not  cease  with  the  mere  writing  of  a  prescription.  His  further 
duty  lies  in  assuring  himself  that  the  best  quality  of  drugs  shall  be 
used  in  the  compounding  of  that  prescription.  And  this  duty  is  per- 
formed through  specification  of  the  brand — a  brand  that  he  knows 
is  reliable. 
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Items 


The  celebration  is  over  and  everybody  had  a  good  time. 


Our  Ohio  visitors,  Professors  Lloyd  and  Russell,  seemed  particu- 
larly pleased. 


The  forty-third  annual  meeting  of  the  Central  New  York 
Eclectic  Medical  Society  was  held  at  the  Empire  Theatre,  in  the 
City  of  Syracuse,  Wednesday  May  4th  with  a  good  attendance. 

Dr.  D.  E.  Ensign,  of  McGraw,  read  a  paper  on  "Puerperal  Eclam- 
psia," and  Dr.  H.  J.  Terpeming,  of  Fulton,  read  a  paper  on  "Chronic 
Alchoholism."  The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year :  President,  Dr.  E.  G.  Padgliam ;  Vice  President,  Dr.  A.  E. 
Broga ;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Dr.  H.  J.  Terpeming. 

H.  J.  Terpeming,  Secretary. 


Are'  you  ready  for  the  National  ?  It  promises  to  be  the  most  im- 
portant meeting  in  many  years. 


The  Maine  Eclectic  Medical  Society  was  scheduled  for  a  meeting 
at  the  Preble  House,  Portland,  Wednesday,  May  25,  19 10. 


For  infants,  where  the  rectum  becomes  red  and  inflamed,  keep  the 
inflamed  area  covered  with  Unguentine  and  dust  freely  with  fuller's 
earth.    It  will  heal  these  cases  in  a  remarkably  short  time. 


The  New  Jersey  State  Eclectic  Medical  Society  will  hold  its  36th 
annual  meeting  at  "The  Arcade,"  645  Broad  Street,  Newark,  N.  J., 
June  17,  19 10.  A  fine  attendance  is  anticipated  and  many  good  papers 
will  be  presented. 

D.  P.  Borden,  President. 

G.  E.  Potter,  Secretary. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


About 


Sodium  Salicylate-Merrell. 


The  Physician — 

The  Dispensing  Druggist — 

The  Wholesale  Jobbing  Distributor — 

The  Salesman  


What's  the  answer? 

BECAUSE 


The  Wm.  S.  Merrell  Chemical  Company  introduced  products  from  Natural 
Wintergreen  Oil  and  made  the  "MERRELL"  name  the  synonym  of  integrity  for  every 
preparation  bearing  their  label. 


The  Wm.  S.  Merrell  Chemical  Company  continued  their  researches  respecting 
the  comparative  therapeutic  value  of  the  natural  and  synthetic  products — while  their 
competitors  were  trying  to  crowd  the  market  with  spurious  preparations  with  their 
loud  outcry  of  "just  as  good  as  MERRELL'S — but  cheaper." 

BECAUSE 

The  Wm.  S.  Merrell  Chemical  Company  have  never  receded  from  their  first 
advanced  position — that  it  takes  the  Pure  Unadulterated  Natural  Oil — Wintergreen  or 
Sweet  Birch — to  produce  that  kind  of  product  which  has  given  to  MERRELL'S 
SODIUM  SALICYLATE  the  world-wide  reputation  which  it  now  enjoys. 

BECAUSE 

The  Wm.  S.  Merrell  Chemical  Company  will  not  stultify  themselves  or  juggle 
with  their  conscience  by  offering  to  the  medical  profession,  direct  or  through  the  dis- 
pensing druggist,  a  so-called  SODIUM  SALICYLATE  from  Wintergreen  Oil  or  Oil 
of  Sweet  Birch  claiming  "it's  just  as  good  as  can  be  made"  (i.  e.,  Merrell's)  when  they 
know  that  the  oil  used  is  impure,  mixed  with  synthetic  or  wholly  artificial. 


The  purity  of  MERRELL'S  SODIUM  SALICYLATE  is  based  upon  the  selec- 
tion of  oil  from  original  sources,  experience  in  testing  and  improved  process  of  manu- 
facture. 

The  small  additional  expense  incident  to  these  discriminating  methods  insures 
a  quality  of  SODIUM  SALICYLATE  which  cannot  be  obtained  by  any  other  method 
or  device.  The  cautious  and  observant  physician  can  detect  the  difference;  but  con- 
scientious dispensers  will  not  take  the  risk  of  losing  their  prescription  business  by 
heeding  the  specious  arguments  of  competition  with  nothing  to  recommend  their  prod- 
ucts but  the  worn-out  bait  of  "cheapness" — in  price. 

Your  specification  for  the  Merrell  products  is  urged  upon  every  consideration 
of  professional  regard  and  final  success. 


THE  WM.  S.  MERRELL  CHEMICAL  CO. 


BECAUSE 


FINALLY— BECAUSE 
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Our  National  Convention. 

The  meeting  of  the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association  which 
closed  in  Boston  July  1st,  was  one  of  the  very  best  in  its  history. 
The  attendance  was  fine  and  an  immense  amount  of  scientific  and 
organization  work  was  accomplished. 

President  Thompson  seemed  to  imbue  all  present  with  his  en- 
thusiasm, and  the  advisory  committee  appointed  by  him  did  an 
immense  amount  of  good  in  the  way  of  perfecting  our  organization 
and  in  deciding  important  questions,  some  of  which  were  very 
complicated. 

President  Thompson's  address,  which  was  delivered  at  the 
opening  of  the  afternoon  session  of  the  second  day,  was  a  clear, 
forceful  address.  After  referring  to  the  purely  personal  matters  of 
the  organization  and  its  history,  he  said  the  following,  which  we 
cull  from  a  report  in  the  "Boston,  Globe" : 

The  president  of  the  association  received  today  many  congratu- 
lations upon  the  cogency  and  clearness  with  which  he  had  presented 
in  his  opening  address  the  situation  in  the  medical  profession  as  the 
same  is  influenced,  or  as  efforts  are  being  made  to  influence  it,  by 
the  efforts  of  the  Carnegie  and  Rockefeller  foundations,  to  restrict 
the  number  of  medical  practitioners  and  medical  schools.  The  part 
of  the  address  referred  to  a  statement  of  Henry  S.  Pritchett,  presi- 
dent of  the  Carnegie  foundation  fund,  in  which  the  declaration  is 
made  that  there  is  a  surplus  of  doctors ;  a  great  many  of  them  ill- 
trained,  and  that  there  are  four-fifths  too  many  colleges. 

President  Thompson  said :  "President  Pritchett  is  followed  by 
Abraham  Flexner,  educational  expert  of  the  Foundation,  who  says 
that  the  country  is  supporting  four-fifths  more  doctors  than  it 
should ;  that  there  are  four-fifths  too  many  colleges  and  that  four- 
fifths  of  the  remaining  one-fifth  would  be  able  to  supply  all  the 
doctors  of  this  country. 

"The  further  statement  is  made  by  this  expert  that  the  schools 
are  run  for  personal  profit,  and  that  teachers  are  inferior  in  quality 
and  that  a  much  superior  grade  would  be  obtained  in  endowed  insti- 
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tutions."  "All  this  'assumes,"  Dr.  Thompson  declares,  "that  the 
salaries  that  are  paid  from  an  endowment  fund  would  obtain  better 
teachers  than  could  be  obtained  by  salaries  from  private  funds. 

"Mr.  Flexner  also  asked  for  freer  access  to  hospitals.  What 
freer  access  could  they  have?  They  have  held  positions  in  and  had 
access  to  these  hospitals  for  centuries. 

"When  he  speaks  of  freer  access  to  the  hospitals,  has  he  his  bro- 
ther, Dr.  Simon  Flexner,  of  the  Rockefeller  Institute  for  medical 
research,  in  mind?  That  institution  has  gained  at  least  one  qualifi- 
cation— the  raising  of  the  price  of  guinea  pigs,  monkeys  and  other 
animals.  Is  Mr.  Abraham  Flexner  looking  for  an  inexhaustible 
supply  and  cheaper  material  for  his  brother  to  practice  upon  among 
the  poor  of  the  big  cities  in  his  search  for  scientific  medicine? 

"If  so,  what  kind  of  a  name  would  the  unfortunates  coin  to  take 
the  place  of  the  'black  bottle'  that  is  so  frequently  mentioned  when 
they  are  advised  to  go  to  a  public  hospital? 

"No,  it  would  be  far  better  if  the  experiments  carried  on  in  the 
Rockefeller  institute,  are  to  be  continued  that  they  practice  upon 
the  same  kind  of  animals  they  have  hitherto,  even  if  they  are  ex- 
pensive." 

The  Association  voiced  its  opposition  to  the  health  bills  by  the 
unanimous  adoption  of  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions : 

Whereas,  it  has  ever  been  the  policy  of  this  association  to 
encourage  the  study  and  practice  of  medicines  in  such  a  manner  and 
with  the  sole  object  in  view  of  securing  the  most  beneficial  results 
and  the  highest  attainments  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  and  the 
greatest  success  in  preventing  sickness  and 

Whereas,  we  have  refrained  from  and  do  not  now  intend  to 
make  any  attack  upon  any  school  of  medicine,  yet  we  are  compelled 
to  note  with  regret  that  certain  members  of  the  medical  profession 
arrogating  to  themselves  the  power  to  control  the  methods  of  edu- 
cation, the  qualifications  of  physicians  and  the  remedies  to  be 
applied,  are  seeking  to  control  the  free  and  independent  course  of 
study  and  practice  and  have  with  certain  publications,  endeavored 
to  prejudice  the  public  against  our  association  and 

Whereas,  we  believe  that  such  self-styled  and  such  created 
autocrats  do  not  honestly  represent  the  rank  and  file  of  any  one 
school  of  medicine,  nevertheless,  w*e  recognize  the  fact  that  on 
account  of  the  indifference  and  the  inactivity  of  members  of  their 
own  association  they  are  trying  to  hamper  us  and  the  peculiar  me- 
thods of  proselyting  which  are  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  increas- 
ing the  membership  of  their  association  and  thereby  inducing  the 
public  to  believe  that  their  vast  membership  indicates  a  belief  in 
the  principle  advocated  by  the  self-made  leaders,  who,  in  our  opinion, 
have  united  the  doctor  and  politician  for  the  sole  purpose  of  exalting 
the  latter  at  the  expense  of  the  former  and 
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Whereas,  by  the  activity  of  the  class  of  physicians  hereinbefore 
referred  to,  certain  limitations  have  been  made  as  to  the  qualifi- 
cations of  physicians  and  certain  remedies  have  been  endorsed  and 
others  found  more  efficient  have  been  condemned  and 

Whereas  certain  measures  have  been  introduced  in  Congress  and 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  in  which  we  can  plainly  recognize 
the  handy  work  of  those  who  would  be  autocrats  in  the  profession 
and  by  their  methods  hamper  progress  in  the  use  of  medicines,  cir- 
cumscribe the  qualifications  of  physicians  and  build  up  a  political 
measure  for  the  purpose  of  creating  sinecures  and  obtaining  emolu- 
ment for  themselves  by  not  only  invading  the  rights  of  physicians, 
but  curtailing  the  powers  of  the  various  states  in  the  Union,  to  combat 
in  their  own  locality  and  withk  their  own  territory  diseased,  plagued 
and  pestilent  whenever  it  should  appear  and 

Whereas  this  association  at  all  times  will  welcome  legislation 
which  will  tend  to  the  betterment  of  mankind  and  the  lessening  of 
disease  and  the  curing  of  the  same,  yet  it  nevertheless  views  with 
alarm  the  assumption  of  power  by  any  political  organization  who 
would  create  a  monopoly  in  the  interest  of  themselves  and  others 
of  like  ilk. 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  this  association  is  unalterably 
opposed  to  any  federal  legislation  looking  to  the  creation  of  a 
Cabinet  officer  of  Health  or  Board  of  Health  established  by  the 
Federal  Government,  except  such  legislation  be  so  prepared  and 
passed  as  to  preserve  the  absolute  liberty  and  independence  of 
colleges  and  the  preservation  of  State  rights  without  the  interference 
on  the  part  of  any  officer  or  officers  of  the  Federal  Government, 
with  a  free  and  untrammelled  study  and  practice  of  medicines  in  all 
its  forms  and  branches  and  be  it  resolved  that  a  copy  of  the  fore- 
going Preamble  and  resolutions  be  forwarded  to  such  representatives 
in  Congress  and  members  of  the  Senate  as  by  the  Secretary  of  this 
association  shall  be  deemed  proper. 

So  many  papers  were  presented  that  it  would  be  impossible  for 
me  to  refer  to  them  even  by  title.  The  Quarterly  will  have  the 
full  report  and  discussions. 

Wednesday  and  Thursday's  sessions  were  opened  by  addresses. 
The  first  by  Prof.  Max  Meyer  was  a  scholarly  address  entitled 
"Life — It's  Creation  and  Maintenance,"  and  Thursday  morning 
Prof.  A.  F.  Stephens  delivered  a  magnificent  address  on  Eclecticism, 
designed  to  explain  to  the  lay  public  the  aims,  objects  and  purposes 
of  our  school. 

The  meeting  next  year  will  be  held  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  the 
following  officers  were  elected  : 

President,  J.  A.  Munk,  M.D.,  of  California;  First  Vice-President, 
John  Perrins,  M.D.,  of  Massachusetts;  Second  Vice-President,  F.  T. 
Truax,  M.D.,  of  Georgia;  Third  Vice-President,  O.  L.  Massinger, 
M.D.,  of  Connecticut;  Recording  Secretary,  W.  P.  Best,  M.D.,  of 
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Indiana;  Corresponding  Secretary,  W.  N.  Mundy,  M.D.,  of  Ohio; 
Treasurer,  E.  G.  Sharp,  of  Oklahoma. 


Convention  Thoughts. 

As  I  write  I  have  just  returned  from  a  great  convention,  held 
in  a  city  surrounded  by  many  beauties  of  nature  and  the  magnifi- 
cence of  art.  At  this  convention  I  met  great  minds  doing  a  noble 
and  mighty  work.  The  chemistry  of  life  was  exhibited  in  such  full- 
ness and  detail  that  one  could  hardly  refrain  from  the  belief  that 
a  mind  inspired  was  at  work,  and  at  the  close  of  the  demonstra- 
tion, I  truly  felt  the  sentiment  expressed  by  a  man  present,  whose 
reputation  in  scholarship,  literature  and  chemistry  is  international, 
when  he  said  "To  this  great  man  I  bow  my  uncovered  head." 

At  this  convention  I  also  met  a  woman  of  great  intellectual 
power,  who,  abandoning  the  prudery  incidental  to  our  form  of 
civilization,  sent  speeding  on  the  wings  of  Heaven  words  so  noble 
that  in  her  work  the  female  sex  seemed  glorified.  Her  words  will 
prove  a  fruitful  food  for  thought,  and  out  of  them  may  come  ideas 
which  will  aid  much  in  solving  problems  connected  with  the  evil 
known  as  the  "great  black  plague."  It  is  probably  true  that  seventy 
per  cent,  of  the  male  population  of  this  country  has  become  infected 
with  venereal  poisoning,  but  this  statement  must  necessarily  carry 
with  it  the  fact  that  in  order  to  have  created  this  great  army  of 
undesirables  there  must  have  existed  many  bad  women.  This 
thought  may  aid  us  in  an  endeavor  to  reach  that  standard  of  man- 
hood and  womanhood  which  will  make  for  common  sense  in  regard 
to  contagious  diseases,  and  enable  us  to  understand  the  folly  of 
quarantining  scarlet  fever,  a  disease  which,  under  modern  treat- 
ment, is  seldom  dangerous,  and  allowing  the  victim  of  syphilis  to 
spread  broadcast  the  deadly  germs  of  a  disease  which  is  ruining  the 
lives  of  thousands  of  men  and  women.  Let  us  all,  like  the  noble 
woman  in  the  convention,  throw  off  mock  modesty,  and  insist  that 
all  contagious  diseases  shall  alike  be  placed  under  control,  and  man- 
kind given  -equal  protection  from  all  of  their  baneful  results.  Here 
the  equal  responsibility  of  the  sexes  must  be  recognized,  and  the 
man  or  woman  who  exposes  another  to  the  possibility  of  acquiring 
a  venereal  disease  should  be  punished  in  accordance  with  the  enor- 
mity of  the  crime.  With  a  law  of  this  nature,  much  good  could  be 
accomplished,  and  the  silly  prattle  about  the  examination  and  licens- 
ing of  women  consigned  to  the  realm  of  the  impracticable  crank 
who  does  not  know  the  futility  of  such  examinations,  or  that,  as  the 
lecturer  expressed  it,  "a  woman  free  from  venereal  disease  may, 
within  an  hour,  become  a  source  of  great  danger." 

At  some  future  time  I  hope  to  speak  of  some  of  the  other  evi- 
dences of  medical  progress  presented  at  this  meeting. —  J.  W.  F. 
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Tuberculosis. 

During  the  past  few  years  so  much  in  regard  to  tuberculosis 
has  been  brought  before  the  laity  that  many  persons  have  become 
unduly  alarmed — so  much  so  that  even  when  the  lungs  are  doing 
their  work  well  it  is  often  difficult  to  convince  some  weakly  per- 
sons of  their  freedom  from  indications  of  consumption.  In  such 
cases  we  should  be  very  sure  of  our  position.  The  incipient  case 
of  tuberculosis  requires  a  considerable  time  and  much  care  to  make 
a  correct  diagnosis.  There  is  no  one  physical  sign  or  symptom 
which  is  absolutely  reliable"  as  a  means  of  diagnosis.  A  carefully 
taken  history  of  the  case  and  a  thorough  physical  examination, 
therefore,  should  be  made  and  repeated  several  times,  in  order  t1<at 
no  mistake  may  be  made.  Tne  most  important  subjective  symptom 
is,  without  doubt,  the  temperature,  and  this  should  be  frequently 
taken  before  a  diagnosis  is  announced,  for  in  some  cases  there  is  an 
increase  in  temperature  when  it  is  least  expected.  The  sub-normal 
morning  temperature  should  also  be  looked  for,  as  it  sometimes 
appears  before  the  evening  elevation. 

The  examination  of  the  chest  should,  of  course,  include  careful 
inspection,  palpation,  percussion  and  auscultation.  The  absence  of 
localized  moist  rales  does  not  necessarily  indicate  the  absence  of 
phthisis,  and  when  found  they  usually  denote  a  catarrhal  condition 
of  their  location.  It  is  also  well  to  remember  that  sputa  and  bacilli 
are  not  present  until  the  pathological  condition  has  progressed  far 
enough  to  produce  broken  down  tissue.  When  there  is  sputa  and 
bacilli  the  diagnosis  of  tuberculosis  is  positive,  but  their  absence 
does  not  necessarily  exclude  consumption. 

In  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis  our  aim  should  be  to  increase 
the  patient's  power  of  resistance  to  the  disease,  and  for  this  pur- 
pose restorative  medicines  should  be  administered  in  accordance 
with  their  specific  indications.  He  should  live  where  he  can  breathe 
air  free  from  dust,  have  an  abundance  of  sunshine  in  his  rooms, 
have  a  plain,  nourishing  diet  at  regular  intervals,  and  rest  as  much 
as  possible  in  the  open  air. 

J.  W.  F. 


Medical  Authority  (The  Evidence) — Thirteen  Centuries  of  Darkness. 

The  pre-Galenic  period  of  medical  practice  was  marked  by  su- 
perstition's ugly  form,  shadowed  by  intolerant  ignorance,  as  is  every 
other  phase  and  form  of  that  we  call  authority.  The  post-Galenic 
age  extended  from  shortly  after  the  death  of  Galen.  A.  D.  205,  to 
about  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century,  or  a  period  of  over  thir- 
teen hundred  years. 

The  first  rays  of  the  rising  orb  of  Galenic  thought  burst  forth 
at  a  time  when  the  priest-physician  held  the  lives  of  men  within  his 
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baleful  grasp ;  when  superstition  bound  in  chains'  the  intellect.,  and 
fear  enthralled  the  minds  of  men.  Resistance  of  the  priest-physician 
to  Galenic  thought  took  on  the  form  of  angry  clouds  which  it  was 
hoped  would  so  obscure  the  glimmering  light  that  began  to  shine 
upon  the  man  of  medicine,  that  the  new  practice  would  be  forever 
hidden  from  the  minds  of  men  and  thus  assure  the  continued  domi- 
nance of  existing  medical  authority.  Medical  authority,  always  the 
same,  exerted  all  its  noxious  power  to  crush  by  mailed  hand  the  newer 
thought,  and  every  vile  and  vicious  thing  that  bigotry,  intolerance 
and  ignorance  could  bring  to  bear  was  hurled  at  every  man  who 
dared  to  question  authority's  self-assumed  right  to  censure  every 
thought  and  govern  every  action  in  the  domain  of  healing.  But 
the  time  was  ripe  for  change.  Mankind  had  tired  of  superstition's 
ugly  form  and  though  the  common  mind  was  long  embalmed  in 
murky  soil,  it  sought  to  burst  its  bonds  to  free  itself.  Medical  au- 
thority saw  with  quailing  eye  the  portentious  writing  on  the  wall. 
Until  that  time  the  healing  wand,  though  held  in  the  hands  of  the 
priestly  craft,  wras  not  altogether  denied  to  other  men ;  but  those  who 
sought  to  use  it  were  reviled,  abused  and  ridiculed  and  persecuted 
because  they  dared  encroach  upon  the  self-assumed  prerogative  of 
authority.  Then  Galen  came.  This  audacious  man  attacked  the 
hoary  monster,  and,  uncontrolled  by  fear,  educated  and  withal  deeply 
philosophical,  began  to  batter  at  the  ramparts  behind  which  igno- 
rance hid;  behind  the  solid  wall — authority.  Authority's  weapons, 
abuse,  slander,  ridicule  and  vindictive  persecution,  all  were  directed 
against  this  intrepid  man,  but  Galen  lived  and  taught,  though  bitter 
and  persistent  was  the  opposition.  He  gained  the  favor  of  Marcus 
Aurelius  notwithstanding  the  attitude  of  authority,  thus  securing 
for  the  new  doctrine  a  standing  which  resisted  all  the  machinations 
of  the  medical  authority  of  that  day.  Yet  withal,  medical  authority 
made  the  Roman  atmosphere  so  warm,  so  extremely  unhealthy  for. 
him  that  Galen  quitted  Rome,  returning  to  his  native  land. 

Galen  rejected  every  medical  system  in  vogue  at  the  time  and 
formulated  a  new  eclectic  system  of  his  own.  And  although  every 
kind  and  degree  of  opposition  was  brought  to  bear  against  his 
theories  and  teachings  the  sun  of  that  ancient  eclecticism  continued 
on  its  course.  Dead  though  its  author  be,  his  thoughts  lived  on  and 
grew.  Authority,  always  evil  in  its  designs,  never  loses  an  oppor- 
tunity to  re-entrench  itself;  so  when  it  saw  its  doom  if  it  longer 
hugged  the  Past,  it  speedily  fastened  its  tentacles  around  the  new 
doctrine,  making  it  its  own.  It  squinted  its  bat-like  eyes  at  the 
Galenic  orb  then  began  to  build  a  'bulwark  round  its  stolen  prize  to 
shut  out  thought.  Then  it  closed  its  eyes  and  sat  in  darkness  for 
thirteen  hundred  years.  During  all  that  time  there  was  only  one 
sect  in  medicine  and  that  sect  was  represented  by  the  same  old 
monster  we  call  authority.    That  beastly  something  assumed  by 
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men  which,  driven  from  its  old  defenses  builded  through  the  cen- 
turies past,  takes  up  its  habitation  in  the  new  and  shuts  the  gates. 
It  appointed  itself  custodian  of  human  thought;  attached  itself  to 
that  which  it  despoiled  and  sucked  the  life-blood  out  to  nourish  and 
perpetuate  its  baneful  life. 

The  century  in  which  Galen  had  worked  and  taught  was  fraught 
with  bitter  strife  until  the  time'  was  ripe  for  change ;  then  authority, 
always  monstrous  in  its  evil,  adopted  the  Galenic  system  as  its  own. 
And  now  there  was  but  ONE  only  sect  in  medicine.  For  thirteen 
hundred  years  no  one  arose  to  question  that  hell-born  thing  we  call 
authority.  For  thirteen  hundred  years  the  sick  must  take  what 
authority  had  to  give.  Thirteen  centuries  of  darkness  in  which  no 
light  appeared ;  when  virile  thought  was  unconceived ;  an  age  with- 
out a  pregnant  mind. 

Form  a  mental  picture,  if  you  can,  of  those  long  centuries.  Con- 
ceive, if  it  be  possible,  the  distorted  thought  of  that  dark  age.  Feel, 
if  you  can,  the  untold  sufferings  imposed  upon  mankind  by  that 
ignorant  bigot  we  name  authority.  Awake  ye  men  of  old  and  tell 
us  of  the  countless  ones  who,  tortured,  died.  Awake  and  tell  us 
if  honest  thought  could  live.  Tell  us  the  tale  of  that  hell-born  child, 
authority. 

And  you  who  now  and  here  pray  long  and  loud  for  catholicity 
in  medicine ;  you  who  spend  your  lives  in  insane  advocacy  of  homo- 
geneity in  medicine ;  you  who  strive  for  uniformity ;  you  who  scheme 
with  wanton  waste  of  time  and  opportunity  to  bring  about  only  one 
sect;  look  backward  through  the  centuries  and  let  your  thought 
dwell  on  that  one-sect  time.  Study  carefully  the  results  of  those 
long  centuries  of  night  when  opinion  was  undiversified ;  look  back,  I 
say,  and  tell  us  of  your  honest  thought.  And  if  within  your  heart 
there  dwells  a  spark  of  human  love;  if  within  your  mind  there  shines 
the  faintest  ray  of  light ;  if  within  your  soul  there  lives  an  atom  of 
human  sympathy  and  kindness,  tell  us  if  you  dare,  the  time  will 
ever  come  again  when  schools  of  thought  shall  disappear;  when 
medical  sectarianism  shall  die.  Do  I  hear  you  say  that  times  have 
changed  and  men  are  risen  from  that  dark  and  evil  Past?  Then 
know  that  times  have  changed,  but  that  that  monstrous  thing  we  call 
authority  never  changes,  never  dies.  In  the  very  nature  of  things 
it  cannot  change  because  in  time  and  space  two  forces  live  in  oppo- 
sition. One  moves  to  better,  newer  things ;  the  other  stands  op- 
posed to  all  advance.  We  name  them  Good  and  Evil.  The  one  is 
pressing  ever  on  and  up.  seeking  to  express  the  better  day ;  the  other 
acts  with  potent  force  only  to  destroy.  The  one  is  large  with  the 
impulse  to  live  and  grow  in  budding  thought;  the  other  hides  its 
ugly  form  in  darkened  minds.  And  just  so  long  as  time  shall  last 
authority,  that  embodiment  of  evil  things ;  the  element  that  poisons 
thought,  shall  war  on  Good.  Authority  in  every  time  and  place 
shall  arrogate  to  its  mean  self  all  might,  all  power  over  thought  and 
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action ;  over  all  who  think.  Therefore  I  say  to  you  who  think  the 
Past  is  past,  that  she  yet  lives.  Although  her  bones  may  dry  to 
viewless  dust  her  spirit  lives  as  virile  now  as  when  it  murdered 
Socrates ;  as  full  of  life  as  when  it  crucified  a  Christ  or  burned  a 
Bruno  at  the  stake.  Therefore  I  bid  you  wait  and  I  will  show  the 
malevolent  thing  still  lives  in  later  time;  the  latest  time — our  present 
age.  ■  Stephens. 


Indigestion  in  Infants. 

It  is  claimed  by  some  authors  that  proteids  are  the  chief  cause 
of  indigestion  in  infants,  basing  their  statements  on  analysis  of 
curds  in  the  stools  and  laboratory  tests.  Clinical  experience,  how- 
ever, in  numerous  cases  has  shown  that  fats,  rather  than  proteids, 
are  the  principal  cause  of  indigestion  and  curd  formation.  As 
pointed  out  by  Walls  and  Brennerman,  skim  milk  is  more  easily 
digested  than  whole  milk,  and  it  does  not  cause  either  colic  or 
curds  in  the  stools.  The  method  of  feeding  advocated  by  these 
investigators  is  based  on  the  caloric  value  of  milk  and  its  adaptation 
to  the  needs  of  the  individual  child,  based  on  its  weight  rather  than 
its  age.  These  observations  have  been  confirmed  by  many  general 
practitioners  of  medicine. 

J.  W.  F. 


Smith  from  Buffalo  was  there  advocating  the  use  of  pure  water 
and  plenty  of  it — for  others 


"Papa"  and  the  "Cincinnati  Professor"  seemed  to  enjoy  their  even- 
ing conferences.  They  would  disappear  about  seven,  return  before 
eleven,  each  with  a  happy,  contented  smile. 


The  Brooklyn  boys  have  all  resigned  from  the  knockers'  club. 
There  was  a  fine  delegation  at  the  meeting,  active  and  enthusiastic, 
but  not  a  hammer. 


Dean  Hardy  impressed  everybody  as  a  quiet,  dignified  worker. 
As  a  member  of  the  Advisory  Committee,  he  demonstrated  that 
New  York  had  made  no  mistake  in  its  selection. 
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Original  Articles 


Malignant  Tumors. 

BY  MAX  MEYER,  M.D. 

(Read  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  May,  1910.) 

The  chapter  "Malignant  tumors,"  is  one  of  the  most  obscure 
of  Pathology,  and  though  all  kinds  of  theories  have  been  advanced 
it  seems  that  cause  and  effect  has  been  confounded. 

Virchow  and  his  followers  see  in  malignant  tumors  the  pri- 
mary cause  and  urge  extirpation  of  the  growth,  whereas  Bacteri- 
ologists recommend  the  use  of  serums  in  order  to  destroy  the 
germs  which  they  pronounce  to  be  the  cause.  Rindfleisch,  Tiersch, 
Buhl  and  others,  are  of  the  opinion,  that  neoplasms  have  preferred 
localities  either  on  nerves  or  blood  vessels. 

It  is  wrell  known  that  in  higher  organized  animals,  including 
man,  the  spermatic  cell  of  one  parent  cannot  develop  on  its  own 
account,  but  it  is  necessary  that  the  atoms  of  the  parental  spermatic 
cells,  i.  e.,  the  paternal  spermatozoon  and  the  maternal  ovum  must 
intimately  mix  with  each  other  in  order  to  produce  fertilization. 
We  find  that  in  the  generation  of  the  new  cell,  the  atoms  of  the 
paternal  material  have  been  transformed  into  the  nucleus  and 
nucleolus — the  sensitive  portion  of  the  cell — and  the  maternal  atoms 
have  developed  to  form  the  protoplasma  and  cellwall,  the  animated 
part  of  the  young  cell. 

The  intimate  and  forcible  contact  of  both  paternal  molecules 
causes  great  activity  and  energy  in  the  paternal  atoms  which  leads 
to  vitality  and  germination  of  the  new  cell.  A  certain  .Harmony 
must  exist  in  both  paternal  spermatic  cells,  otherwise  their  issues 
would  result  in  monstrosities. 

The  acting  forces  in  the  fertilized  spermatic  cells  are  twofold, 
viz. : 

1.  A  force  for  development  and  sustenance  of  the  future  cells 
"in  size." 

2.  A  force  for  development  and  sustenance  of  the  future  cells 

"in  number." 

By  virtue  of  the  first  force  the  two  parental  atoms  are  prompted 
to  mutual  growth  by  means  of  assimilation.  They  absorb  only 
as  much  as  they  need  for  their  own  vitality.  When  the  maximal 
size  is  reached,  they  cease  to  grow  further  on  account  of  their  in- 
herent potency.  But  only  a  definite  amount  of  energy  is  contained 
in  both  of  the  spermatic  cells  and  from  this  the  organism-  has  to 
build  up  its  cells  till  a  completion  is  effected.  When  these  atoms 
are  exhausted,  the  organism  comes  to  a  standstill  and  ceases  to 
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grow,  because  the  cells  cannot  increase  any  longer  in  number  on 
account  of  a  deficiency  in  spermatic  molecules. 

Every  cell  must  furnish  the  necessary  energy  and  certain  func- 
tions to  the  blood,  and  for  this  purpose  the  three  principal  parts 
of  the' cell,  viz.,  the  nucleus,  protoplasma  and  cellwall  cast  off  one 
atom  each,  which  attracts  each  other  with  opposite  polarities  out- 
side of  the  cell  and  unite  to  form  a  mature  molecule  which  is 
capable  of  fertilization.  This  molecule  develops  and  unites  with 
other  molecules,  or  it  remains  isolated  in  the  interstices  of  tissues 
and,  being  here  protected  from  the  blood  circulation  and  receiving 
very  little  nourishment,  becomes  a  cell  of  the  second  degree,  a 
wandering  cell.  Its  property  and  character  is  that  of  a  mono-cellular 
organism  and  remains  so,  as  long  as  it  can  make  use  of  its  freedom 
hence  it  is  a  micro-organism  in  a  macro-organism.  It  must  form 
outside  of  the  mother-cell,  because  of  limited  space  and  energy. 

Not  all  isolated  atoms  of  the  parental  molecules  have  the 
chance  to  fertilize  each  other,  they  also  cannot  develop  into  sec- 
ondary intercellular  cells,  but  are  carried  aAvay  by  the  blood  circu- 
lation and  taken  up  by  appropriate  receptacles,  as,  i.  e.,  ovaries, 
testes,  etc.  Being  devoid  of  the  necessary  energy  under  the  pre- 
vailing circumstances  they  remain  inactive  and  begin  only  to  show 
vitality  when  an  impulse  of  another  polarity  sets  their  atoms  in 
motion.  These  forces  are  displayed  in  the  animal  organism  very 
perceptible  at  certain  periods  of  life. — e.  i.  at  puberty  the  sexual 
appetite  appears  and  with  it  the  growth  and  enlargement  of  cer- 
tain organs.  Their  desire  for  activity  is  promoted  but  exists  only 
for  the  opposite  sex.  Punctually  menstruation  and  ovulation  sets 
in,  which  again  is  dependent  upon  certain  laws  and  phenomena. 
In  the  male  we  have  similar  periods  and  the  cycle  of  erotic  activity 
shows  to  evidence  that  within  the  cells  certain  and  distinct  forces 
exist  which  aim  for  the  sustenance  and  support  of  the  cell,  the  or- 
ganism, the  specie. 

,  Let  us  suppose  that  we  destroy  assimilation  in  an  organ  by 
ligating  the  blood  vessels  or  nerves,  the  consequence  will  be,  that  it 
dies  on  account  of  cell  destruction.  Or  let  us  poison  the  nucleus  of 
a  cell,  the  result  will  be  that  we  injure  its  vigor  and  depress  its 
function  ;  we  cripple  its  vitality  and  dissolve  the  intimate  relation 
of  the  main  parts  in  the  whole  cell.  The  remaining  parts  of  the 
damaged  cell  receive  still  some  nourishment  and  are  kept  by  this 
in  a  state  of  low  activity,  but  the  remnant  force  is  too  weak  for 
keeping  the  molecules  together,  hence  they  disband  and  form  a 
complex  of  unconnected  cells  without  cellcement.  Each  of  the 
isolated  cells  contains  enough  inherent  energy  for  segmentation  and 
forms  by  mutual  crowding  together  a  colony.  The  accumulated 
cells  absorb  by  mutual  effort  nourishment  from  its  surroundings, 
hence  it  lives  under  a  parasitic  condition,  it  grows  rapidly,  it  multi- 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW 


185 


plies  and  develops  to  a  foreign  substance  and  this  condition  we 
call  ''malignant  growth." 

Virchow,  in  his  classical  researches,  has  pointed  out  that  malig- 
nant tumors  consist  mainly  of  large  isolated  nuclei  with  glistening 
nucleoli  and  the  whole  growth  being  very  brittle.  Rindfleisch 
called  attention  to  the  deficiency  of  protoplasma  and  l.o  the  laige 
isolated  nuclei. 

From  the  foregoing  it  is  evident  that  not  alone  the  nucleus, 
transformed  into  a  secondary  cell,  must  grow  and  develop  slower, 
than  the  secondary  cell  derived  from  the  protoplasma  and  cell  wall, 
for  the  reason  that  the  former  is  smaller  in  size ;  but  also  the  proto- 
plasma, receiving  in  abundance  and  directly  its  nourishment  from 
the  blood  through  the  cell  wall. 

The  secondary  cells,  derived  from  the  nucleus,  have  an  affinity 
to  nerve  plasma,  hence  we  find  them  on  nerve  structure  and  term 
these  growths  "Sarcomata,"  whereas  the  secondary  cells  from  the 
protoplasma  and  cell  wall,  depending  directly  upon  the  blood  cir- 
culation, prefer  vascular  areas  for  development  and  are  called  "Carci- 
nomata." 

The  following  table  will  give  a  comparison  and  differentiation 
between  Sarcoma  and  Carcinoma. 

SARCOMA.  CARCINOMA. 
Macroscopic. 

1.    Circumscribed  inclusions.        1.    Nodular,    fungoid,  polypoid; 

diffusely  infiltrating,  exact 
border  uncertain. 


2. 

Soft. 

2. 

Soft. 

3. 

Grayish-red  or  whitish. 

3. 

Grayish-red  or  whitish. 

4. 

Turbid  fluid. 

4. 

Cancer  juice. 

5. 

Nerves  preferred. 

5. 

Blood  vessels  preferred 

6. 

Develops  in  early  life. 

6. 

Develops  in  old  age. 

Microscopic. 
Specimen  visible  with  lowr  power. 

1.  Cells  differently  arranged.      1.    Two     clearly  distinguished 

elements. 

(a)  fibrous  stroma. 

(b)  mixed  with  epithelial 
cells  in  hollow  bundles. 

Specimen  visible  with  high  power. 

2.  Between  cells  either. 

(a)  fibrinous    material     be-     (a)  fibrinous  connective  tissue, 
tween  single  cells.  (b)  no  intercellular  substance. 

(b)  intercellular  substance.      (c)  epithelial  cell  mass. 
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Form  of  cell. 

(a)  small  or  large  round.  (a)  irregular  (polymorphus). 
(spindle,  anastom,  star).         (b)  cylindrical     (basal    layer  as 

(b)  if  large,  they  resemble  car-       from  rete — thin,  flat,  the  lat- 
cinoma;    diagnosis    depends      ter  in  pearls.) 

upon  arrangement,  not  upon 
form. 

(c)  giant  cells  (common)  (c)  squamous, 
not  abundant. 

Malignant  tumors  form  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  on  the 
right  side  and  very  seldom  on  both  sides. 

Mammary  tumors  form  always  on  one  side,  generally  on  the 
right  and  never  develop  metastasis  on  the  opposite  side.  This 
fact  constitutes  the  differentiation  between  neoplasms  and  chronic 
mastitis,  the  latter  appears  generally  on  both  sides. 

It  has  been  observed  that  a  relation  exists  between  Leucemia, 
Tuberculosis,  Sarcoma  and  Carcinoma. 

For  obvious  reasons  we  cannot  go  here  deeper  into  the  subject, 
but  it  might  be  pointed  out  that  the  cause  of  all  of  these  diseases 
is  a  toxin,  derived  from  the  Fluor  albus  of  the  mother  during  preg- 
nancy, which  poisons  the  foetus  during  intra-uterine  life  and  pro- 
duces finally  Scrofula  in  the  newborn. 

The  highest  degree  of  this  taint,  which  destroys  the  power  oi 
assimilation  of  cell  life,  is  Tuberculosis  and,  if  not  inhibited  in  time, 
will  materially  affect  the  main  parts  of  the  cell — nucleus,  protoplasma 
and  cell  wall — to  the  extent  of  remaining  passive  and  losing  their 
vitality  and  energy. 

Medium  Scrofula  affects  the  nucleus  only.  It  causes  its  high 
activity  in  early  life  and  leads  to  the  formation  of  sarcomatous 
neoplasms. 

In  the  lowest  degree  of  Scrofula  we  find  the  nucleus  to  be  pas- 
sive, but  the  protoplasma  and  cell  wall  highly  active,  the  result  of 
which  is  a  carcinomatous  growth. 

All  the  above  named  diseases  are  then  one  and  the  same,  differ- 
ing only  in  the  degree  of  scrofulous  toxin. 

We  find  that  these  diseases  can  exist  alone  or  combined  in  the 
same  subject,  and  we  can  convince  ourselves  that  they  are  secondary 
in  character.  We  have  positive  symptoms  and  signs  of  the  ap- 
proaching disease,  which  show  themselves  long  before  the  affliction 
is  recognized  in  a  peculiar  appearance  called  "Cachexia,"  hence 
Cachexia  is  the  primary  stage,  while  neoplasma  the  secondary  or 
end  result. 

Scrofula  poisons  the  nerve  structure  producing  Cachexia  and 
from  this  the  development  of  neoplasms  result. 

When   Cachexia   appears   in   early   life,   either   Tuberculosis  or 
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Sarcomatosis  follows,  whereas  if  cachexia  makes  its  appearance  in 
advanced  life  Leucemia  or  Carcinoma  may  be  expected. 

In  Cachexia  two  stages  exist,  namely :  a  latent  and  manifest. 
The  first  stage  is  that  period  in  which  the  poison  circulates  in  the 
system  and  gradually  affects  the  nerve  structure.  After  the  tumor 
is  saturated  the  decomposition  products  are  absorbed  and  manifest 
cachexia  has  developed. 

Not  alone  latent  cachexia  transforms  into  manifest  by  decom- 
position products  from  within,  but  also  by  infectious  material  from 
without.  Any  infectious  toxin  coming  in  contact  through  the 
blood  circulation  with  the  system,  weakens  the  resistance  of  the  cells 
and  intensifies  and  accelerates  their  activity,  which,  being  already 
tainted,  favor  the  development  of  tumors  and,  if  a  sufficient  disposi- 
tion is  present,  produces  sarcomata  or  carcinomata. 

Regarding  the  therapy  of  malignant  tumors  very  little  progress 
has  been  made,  on  account  of  the  different  causal  opinions.  As 
long  as  we  saw  in  the  tumor  itself  the  main  danger,  we  operated, 
and  this  for  the  reason  to  protect  the  organism  from  the  further 
infection  by  metastasis.  Later  we  injected  arsenic  into  the  growth 
or  we  administered  with  it  KI  per  os,  but  unfortunately  all  these 
remedies  turned  out  to  be  valueless.  Finally  Bacteriology  took  a 
hand  in  the  cure,  it  isolated  some  micro-organisms,  which  were  pro- 
nounced to  be  the  real  cause  of  the  disease  and  then  serum-therapy 
manufactured  its  panacea — a  poison  derived  from  a  poison  to  cure 
a  poison — but  it  did  no  wonders. 

In  conclusion  let  me  draw  your  attention  to  the  fact,  that,  if  we 
consider  neoplasms  to  be  affections  produced  by  scrofula,  inherited 
from  the  parents  and  attacking  the  nervous  structures  as  well  as 
the  vascular  system,  we  not  alone  can  subdue  the  approaching 
disease  in  early  life  by  proper  prophylactics,  but  we  can  neutralize 
the  toxin  by  effective  remedies  when  in  advanced  age,  and  bring  the 
peril  at  least  to  a  standstill. 

New  York,  City,  14  East  120th  Street. 

Review  of  Capsella  Bursa  Pastoris. 

BY  CHARLES  W.  BRANDENBURG,  M.D. 

(Read  at  the  April  Meeting  of  the  New  York  Specific  Medication  Club.) 

This  remedy  is  described  by  various  writers  under  the  name  of 
Thlaspsus  Bursa  Pastoris,  Capsella,  Shepherd's  Purse  and  Blind 
Weed. 

In  my  search  for  information  regarding  the  medical  uses  of 
Capsella,  I  find  the  literature  very  limited. 

In  an  old  book  entitled  "Guide  to  Health"  I  read  that  "Two  or 
three  teaspoonfuls  of  tea  made  of  Shepherd's  Purse  will  stop  flux 
of  blood  if  taken  regularly  mornings  and  evenings.    One  spoonful 
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of  the  same  herb  tea  taken  every  hour  is  a  valuable  remedy  for 
bleeding  from  the  lungs.  It  is  also  used  to  cure  intermittent  fevers 
and  enlargement  of  the  spleen  and  liver." 

From  another  "writer  I  learn  that  "Thlaspsus  is  a  genus  of  Cruci- 
ferous plants,  of  which  several  species  grow  in  this  country.  In 
Europe  it  is  a  very  common  plant,  growing  everywhere  upon  walls, 
by  the  roadsides,  in  gardens,  and  flowering  nearly  all  the  year.  Like 
others  of  the  same  natural  family,  it  yields  by  contact  with  water 
a  volatile  oil,  which  may  be  obtained  by  distillation.  The  plant  is 
bitter  and  pungent,  and  possesses  astringent  properties,  being  em- 
ployed with  advantage  in  haematuria  and  other  hemorrhages.  It  is 
also  specially  antiscorbutic  and  has  been  used  in  cases  demanding 
expectorants  and  diuretics,  as  in  humoral  asthma  and  dropsy.  The 
fresh  herb,  bruised,  is  employed  as  a  topical  remedy  in  rheumatism." 
A  strong  infusion  of  Capsella  is  very  valuable  in  dropsy,  especially 
in  the  abdominal  form.  In  these  cases  we  find  the  urinary  secre- 
tions are  increased  with  copious  discharges  of  renal  sand  or  gravel. 

''The  treatment  should  be  continued  for  a  long  time  as  calculus 
is  a  disease  very  apt  to  recur." 

A  concise  description  of  Capsella  and  its  uses  may  be  found 
in  Merck's  index  as  follows : 

"Dried  plant  of  Capsella  Bursa  Pastoris,  Cruciferae. 

Habit :  Europe ;  natur.,  in  U.  S. 

Etymol :  "Capsella,"  dim.  of  Lat. 
"Capsa,"  a  box.    Lat.  "bursa,"  purse  and  "pastor,"  shepherd, 
because  the  leaves  have  the  form  of  a  shepherd's  purse. 

Constituents:  Bursin ;  Saponin  (?)  ;  bursinic  acid;  tannin.  L'sed 
as  a  Hemostatic ;  Febrifuge ;  Diuretic ;  Antiscorbutic ;  Stimulant  and 
Astringent. 

Uses :  Amenorrhea,  scurvy,  dropsy,  hemorrhages. 

Doses:  15-60  grains  in  powder;  Fl.  Extr.,  as  antiscorbutic,  15  to 
30  M. ;  in  hemorrhage,  75  to  150  M. ;  Max.  dose,  4  fl.  dr.  Tinct.  30 
to  60  M." 

My  experience  has  been  with  Lloyd's  Specific  Medicines : 
^  Capsella,  §ii 
Aqua,  giii 

M.  Sig.  5  every  hour,  as  required. 

In  the  small  bottles  I  present  three  samples  of  renol  calculi  from 
three  patients. 

In  bottle  number  one  you  may  notice  that  it  contains  the  oxalate  of 
lime  or  mulberry  calculus;  it  is  rough  and  has  a  very  dark  color. 

Bottles  numbers  two  and  three  contain  phosphatic  calculi  and 
present  a  chalky  appearance. 

The  symptoms  of  these  cases  began  abruptly  by  severe  pains 
in  the  lumbar  region,  having  all  the  clinical  signs  of  renal  calculi. 
Specific  medicine  Capsella  was  administered  and  hot  sitz  baths  were 
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given.  Suppository  of  ext.  opii  was  not  used.  In  one  case  there 
was  a  small  renal  hemorrhage  before  giving  the  Capsella.  One  of 
the  specific  indications  for  Capsella  being  to  prevent  hemorrhage 
we  understand  it  is  the  first  remedy  to  be  thought  of,  though  it  be 
combined  with  some  other  specific  medicine.  YVe  learn  from  our 
Eclectic  Medical  writers  and  our  own  experience  that  Capsella 
directly  influences  vascular  systems  of  the  pelvic  viscera  and  is 
used  to  prevent  menstrual  hem.,  with  uterine  colic,  uterine  cramps, 
hemorrhoids,  diarrhoea  and  in  renal  and  cystic  diseases. 

For  acute  and  chronic  cystitis  combine  Capsella  with  Spec. 
Med.  Gravel  root.  For  hemorrhoids  before  operation  and  when 
operations  are  not  necessary  use  Spec.  Med.  Capsella  with  Spec. 

Med.  Aesculus.  

Epileptic  Insanity. 

BY  THEODORE  DAVIS  ADLERMAX,  A.B.,  M.D. 

(Read  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  May,  1910.) 

Aristotle  once  observed  that  no  excellent  soul  is  exempt  or  free 
from  a  mixture  of  insanity.  If  Aristotle  had  changed  the  words  and 
instead  of  "excellent  soul"  used  the  words  "epileptic  whatever''  and 
thus  would  have  said,  "no  epileptic  whatever  is  exempt  or  free  from 
a  mixture  of  insanity,  he  would  have  declared  a  truth  which  only 
lately  is  being  recognized  more  and  more  and  which  is  of  greatest 
importance  in  a  great  many  medico-legal  cases. 

The  connection  between  this  mysterious  affection,  which  we 
name  epilepsy,  and  mental  disorders,  is  of  more  than  ordinary 
importance  and  consequence,  the  sudden  impulses  of  the  insane 
with  convulsions  of  epilepsy  show  beyond  question  great  similarity 
between  them. 

They  occur  at  intervals,  and  are  some  times  periodical,  and 
when  severe  can  be  compared  with  the  grand  mal  of  epilepsy,  and 
at  other  times,  when  slight,  they  are  analogous  with  petit  mal,  be- 
sides maniacal  impulsive  acts  also  resemble  epilepsy  in  this  that 
the  accomplishment  of  the  act  itself  gives  relief  and  dissipates  the 
morbid  impulse,  and  not  infrequently,  when  some  act  of  impulsive 
violence  is  committed,  the  patient  has  no  recollection  of  any  of  the 
circumstances,  and  this  is  very  much  like  the  automatic  condition 
noticed  in  epileptics  in  which  they  may  travel  distances  and  do 
things  which  they  never  would  have  done  consciously. 

The  forms  or  varieties  of  epilepsy  liable  to  lead  to  insanity  are 
the  ordinary  grand  mal,  mental  epilepsy,  nocturnal  epilepsy,  Jack- 
sonian,  epilepsia  mitior,  and  it  is  of  small  import,  from  what 
form  of  the  disease  the  afflicted  individuals  suffer,  as  all  forms 
sooner  or  later  show  a  steady  deterioration  of  intellect  or  periodic 
occurrences  of  graver  forms  of  insanity,  it  may  be  a  quiet  type  of 
insanity  or  the  most  violent  mania,  and  we  repeat  again,  that 
these  attacks  of  insanity  are  by  no  means  limited  to  the  more  severe 


190 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW 


forms  of  epilepsy,  but  also  appear  to  be  frequently  associated  with 
the  milder  forms. 

Numerous  cases  are  on  record  of  persons,  known  to  be  epileptic, 
of  being  suddenly  seized  with  some  sudden  impulse  in  whic'h  they 
have  used  dangerous  violence  to  those  besides  them  and  retaining  no 
recollection  after  the  short  period  of  excitement,  of  anything  that 
had  occurred  and  When  a  crime  has  been  committed,  crimes,  let  us 
say,  of  heinous  character,  it  is  a  question  in  my  mind  if  those  crimes 
were  not  committed  in  a  state  as  above  described  and  whether  they 
could  be  held  criminally  responsible. 

The  psychic  degeneration  of  epileptics  is  well  known  and  severe 
epileptic  attacks  are  followed  by  a  somewhat  somnolent  stuperous 
condition  lasting  from  an  hour  to  several  days  and  a  frequent  repeti- 
tion of  such  an  attack  will  tend  to  retard  the  flow  and  expression 
of  ideas  and  impair  attention  and  memory  and  thus  open  the  door 
to  a  depressing,  simple  dementia,  followed  by  a  loss  of  ethical 
feelings  and  then  acts  of  violence,  cruelty  and  crime  and  whatever 
act  is  committed  all  seem  to  be  of  an  impulsive  character. 

In  a  patient  insane  from  epilepsy,  it  is  quite  usual  for  a  fit  or 
succession  of  fits  to  be  followed  by  an  attack  of  maniacal  excitement, 
or  these  maniacal  attacks  may  precede,  and  take  place  of  the  fit,  and 
infrequently  some  of  the  most  furibund  maniacs  are  the  direct 
sequelae  to  a  transient  loss  of  consciousness  without  spasms,  occur- 
ring in  the  psychic  type  of  epilepsy  (epilepsia  larvata)  or  masked 
epilepsy,  in  which  the  fit  is  not  accompanied  by  tonic  or  clonic 
spasms,  but  consists  solely  in  the  transient  loss  of  consciousness. 

Before  taking  up  the  division  of  the  different  epileptic  insanities 
I  cannot  help  but  mention  another  very  strange  feature  of  epileptic 
insanity,  and  that  is  the  religious  emotionalism  and  which  is  peculiar, 
inasmuch  as  it  shows  a  perversion  of  all  religious  instincts — and 
while  he  may  sing  psalms  and  quote  most  peace  inspiring  passages 
from  the  Bible  in  one  minute,  in  another  he  may  ask  you  to  furnish 
him  with  some  weapon  to  kill  some  one  who  has  annoyed  him,  and 
in  conjunction  with  this  arises,  of  course,  an  important  question : 
has  this  sudden  change  from  peace  and  quietude  to  an  homicidal 
impulse,  has  it  anything  to  do  with  the  abnormal  discharge  of 
nerve  force  from  the  higher  cerebral  centres  in  the  cortex,  which 
constitutes  the  essential  nature  of  epilepsy? 

The  epileptic  insanities  can  be  divided  according  to  the  peculiar 
manifestations  and  according  to  the  cause  of  the  disease,  the  varie- 
ties of  the  symptoms  are  endless  and,  like  alcohol  epilepsy,  gives 
rise  to  insane  reductions,  to  melancholic  depressions,  to  wild  attacks 
of  mania,  to  delusions  and  hallucinations  and  to  alterations  of  the 
moral  conduct  and  habits  of  the  patient.. 

Epileptic  Dementia  is  a  most  dangerous  form  of  mental  disorder, 
as  the  subject  of  it  is  suspicious,  irritable  and  impulsive,  and  con- 
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spicuously  weakened  in  self-control  ;  he  is  cruel,  deficient  in  moral 
tone,  delights  in  producing  suffering;  will  make  most  brutal  at- 
tacks, and  nothing  is  too  evil  or  too  malicious  for  him,  his  sensibili- 
ties are  so  diminished  that  he  becomes  indifferent  to  stimulation  of 
any  sense  and  persistent  sexual  instinct  impels  him  to  constant 
masturbation. 

The  terminal  stage  of  epileptic  dementia  differs  from  that  of 
other  insanities  only  by  the  presence  of  fits ;  the  course  is  rarely 
rapid  and  can  extend  over  a  period  of  years.  We  mentioned  above 
that  epileptic  dementia  is  a  very  dangerous  form  and  statistics  of 
epilepsy  in  Italy,  as  shown  by  Morselli,  prove  a  strong  analogy  exist- 
ing between  the  regions  in  which  the  disease  is  most  prevalent  and 
those  in  which  murders  are  very  frequent  and  common. 

The  acute  insanity  of  epileptics  may  develop  suddenly  before 
a  convulsive  seizure,  after  the  attack,  or  it  may  replace  the  convul- 
sion, in  some  forms  of  epilepsy  it  will  manifest  itself  only  by  acts 
of  violence  or  lewdness,  which  may  last  for  a  few  moments  (psychi- 
cal hidden  epilepsy)  or  be  prolonged  for  days  or  months,  with  the 
absolute  unconsciousness  of  somnambulism  followed  frequently  by 
amnesia. 

The  outbreaks  of  overwhelming  anxiety,  frightful  hallucinations 
and  attacks  of  deep  stupor  are  characteristics  of  the  acute  attack. 

Some  of  them  will  develop  hallucinatory  deliriums  and  delusions 
of  persecution.  They  are  intimidated  by  fearful  spirit  forms ;  they 
are  going  to  be  burnt  alive,  wild  beasts  follow  them  and  just  but 
catch  them,  the  fires  of  hell  burn  all  around  them,  they  are  over- 
powered with  despair  and  in  wildest  frenzy  rush  against  their 
phantom  persecutors,  causing  harm  and  injury  to  themselves  and 
those  around  them. 

The  acute  epileptic  insanity  will  sometimes  take  a  chronic  course, 
will  resemble  chronic  mania  in  its  character  and  with  melancholia 
as  a  prominent  feature  and  in  some  cases  a  true  circular  insanity 
will  result. 

In  some  cases  there  may  be  complete  loss  of  memory  of  events 
of  the  insane  period  and  a  condition  of  mental  automatism  may 
follow  an  epileptic  fit,  which  may  last  for  days,  during  which  a 
person  may  transact  business,  buy  a  ticket  and  travel  distances, 
converse  intelligently  and  yet  afterward  have  absolutely  no  recol- 
lection of  anything  that  occurred  during  the  period. 

There  is  not  very  much  difficulty  in  diagnosing  epileptic  insanity. 
The  history  of  repeated  epileptic  seizuers,  sudden  onset  of  mental 
trouble,  actual  stupidity  alternating  with  furious  delirium  and  the 
course  of  the  disease  running  only  a  few  days  and  weeks  in  contrast 
to  weeks  and  months  of  true  mania,  help  in  establishing  a  diagnosis. 

The  prognosis  in  epileptic  insanity  has  been  very  gloomy  till 
now,  the  mental  downfall  of  the  patient  has  been  rapid  and  progres- 
sive. 
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The  treatment  of  epileptic  insanity,  whether  in  an  asylum  or  at 
home  i's,  of  course,  connected  closely  with  the  primary  disease  itself. 

1  will  not  dwell  here  much  on  removel  of  peripheral  irritation, 
regulation  of  diet  and  out  of  door  life,  as  it  has  been  covered  so 
many  times  by  all  writers  on  the  subject,  that  nothing  new  can 
be  added  to  it.  As  you  know,  everybody  will  advise  you  to  use 
bromides  in  epilepsy,  but  let  me  tell  you  that  bromides  have  no 
effect  in  delaying  epileptic  dementia  in  any  of  its  forms  and  if 
anything  they  increase  depression  and  epileptic  seizures  and  even 
increase  insanity,  and  I  use  them  in  very  few  cases  and  very  carefully. 
Belladona,  hyosciamus,  conium,  verbenine.  solanien  are  very  useful 
where  bromides  are  not  well  tolerated.  Adonis  Vernalis,  of  which 
I  make  an  infusion,  and  to  which  I  add  bromides  in  very  small 
doses,  as  well  as  small  doses  of  oenanthe,  have  given  me  very  good 
results.  Do  not,  under  any  condition,  use  the  so-called  brom-opium 
treatment  of  Fleischig;  few,  if  any,  epileptics,  can  stand  it  and 
most  break  down  under  it  and  become  entirely  hopeless.  I  have  lately 
experimented  with  thyroid  extract  in  some  cases  of  epileptic  demen- 
tia, using  it  in  conjunction  with  oenanthe  and  adonis  vernalis,  and 
while  it  is  too  early  for  a  positive  decision,  yet  I  have  noticed  quite 
some  improvement  in  two  cases.  As  I  said  before,  I  have  not 
devoted  much  space  to  the  out  door  life,  diet,  attention  to  auto-intoxi- 
cation, removal  of  cause  if  found,  manual  occupation  and  recreations, 
because  these  points  can  be  found  in  any  text  book,  and  have  been 
covered  fully  by  others,  yet  these  points  must  all  be  considered  in 
your  treatment  and  are  all  important  and  necessary. 

70  Rogers  Ave.,  Brooklyn. 
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Helonias  Dioica. 

BY  O.  A.  HYDE,  M.D. 

(Read  at  the  April  Meeting  of  the  New  York  Specific  Medication  Club.) 

Star  wort,  blazing  star,  or  false  unicorn  root,  also  known  as 
Chamaelirium,  Luteum,  Marsh  or  Ground  Lily,  is  indigenous  to 
the  United  States  and  Canada  (Ontario).  The  root  is  the  part 
of  the  plant  used. 

It  contains  chamaelirin  and  a  fatty  acid. 
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The  dose  of  the  specific  medicine  varies  from  J4M  to  20  or  30M., 
according  to  its  frequency  of  administration. 
Dose :  of  Helonin  is  1  to  5  grains. 

Toxically  it  is  a  cardiac  poison,  cattle  and  insects  both  having 
been  killed  by  it. 

Its  special  therapeutic  indication  is  the  dragging  feeling  in  the 
extreme  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  with  desire  or  tendency  to 
hold  up  abdomino-pelvic  contents,  especially  referring  to  the  uterine 
conditions  of  the  uterus.  It  is  of  use  in  dropsical  conditions  and 
atomy  of  the  genito-urinary  system,  pelvic  engorgement  and  pro- 
lapse of  the  uterus. 

In  treating  the  last  condition  it  has  been  of  advantage  to  give 
large  doses  3  or  4  times  a  day. 

In  menstruation,  when  mental  depression  exists,  it  is  combined 
with  advantage  with  Pulsatilla. 

It  improves  gastric  digestion,  also  facilitates  hepatic  function. 

Weight  and  uneasiness  in  the  male  pelvis,  and  cystic  disorders 
are  benefited  by  Helonias. 

It  is  a  tonic  to  the  genito-urinary  apparatus.  It  is  said  to  quickly 
overcome  the  phosphatic  diathesis. 

It  acts  also  as  an  aphrodisiac. 

Albuminueria  and  kidney  diseases  have  responded  very  favorably 
to  this  drug. 

From  this  brief  description  Helonias  appears  to  act  principally 
as  a  tonic. 

As  an  emetic,  by  irritation  from  too  large  dose. 

Tonic,  probably,  to  the  artery  wall,  acting  on  their  muscular 
coats,  thus  relieving  congestion,  as  in  dropsical  conditions. 

By  increasing  peristalsis,  it  may,  together  with  its  irritation  of 
the  parasite,  produce  its  result  as  a  vermifuge. 

Its  fatal  effects  on  cattle  possibly  are  due  to  its  cardiac  action, 
which  is,  perhaps,  not  definitely  determined. 

I  have  been  careful  in  using  it  during  pregnancy,  fearing-  that 
it  might  possibly  excite  uterine  contractions. 

Since  it  is  so  frequently  employed  in  combination,  its  exact  thera- 
peutic value  it  not  easily  estimated. 

From  this  brief  study  of  Helonias  Dioicas  we  conclude  that  its 
therapeutic  value  depends  upon  its  action  on  Involuntary  Muscle, 
whether  in  vessels  or  viscera. 

In  the  discussion  it  was  regarded  as  a  tonic  to  the  entire  uterine 
system ;  that  it  could  be  given  during  pregnancy ;  that  it  was  a 
kidney  tonic,  and  could  be  given  with  benefit  in  all  stages  of 
Bright's  Disease,  and  could  be  combined,  in  nearly  all  cases,  with 
Hydrangea  and  agrimony;  that  it  was  good  in  Cystitis.  Claim  was 
also  made  of  its  beneficial  action  in  Diabetes  Mellitus,  given  with 
Lycopus  virginica. 
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Items  from  the  Field  of  Neurology. 

BY  THEODORE  DAVIS  ADLERMAN,  A.B.,  M.D. 

The  neurasthenic  is  incapable  of  prolonged  mental  or  physical 
work  and  such  efforts  are  very  quickly  followed  by  confusion  and 
fatigue. 


If  a  person  is  very  much  frightened  by  an  accident,  he  may  in 
future  be  morbidly  nervous  about  exposing  himself  to  that  special 
variety  of  danger.  When  nervous  shock  is  severe  neurasthenia 
sometimes  results,  although  the  physical  injury  may  be  trifling. 


Paralysis  does  not  occur  in  the  traumatic  neurasthenia,  for  gross 
lesions  of  the  brain,  spinal  cord,  or  peripheral  nerves  are  absent,  and 
functional  paralyses  occur  exclusively  as  a  result  of  hysteria. 


While  lumbago  is  a  particularly  frequent  accompaniment  of 
traumatic  neurasthenia,  its  occurrence  in  that  disorder  is  not  con- 
stant, nor  is  it  usually  as  severe  as  the  patient  may  claim. 


Anaesthesia  does  not  exist  in  single  traumatic  neurasthenia.  It 
is  frequent  in  hysteria,  and  occurs,  sometimes  in  the  serious  forms  of 
nerve  disturbances. 


Bromides  certainly  do  much  harm  in  a  great  many  nervous  cases. 
Still  in  small  doses  they  allay  nervous  excitability,  especially  when 
combined  with  ergot.  They  will  also  relieve  dizziness  and  headache. 
The  following  will  give  you  good  results : 

Xatri  bromid.,  ovi, 
Ext.  Ergot,  fl  §i 
Aqua  distil,  giv. 

Sig.  One  teaspoonful  in  water  one-half  hour  after  meals. 


Aphonia  can  often  be  relieved  by  local  measures,  such  as  faradi- 
zation of  the  larynx,  the  patient  being  told  to  make  a  sound  with 
each  artificial  contraction  of  the  laryngeal  muscles. 


Adiposis  Dolorosa  is  a  disease  of  adults,  in  which  there  is  a 
deposition  of  fat  in  various  parts  of  the  body  seen  in  the  form  of 
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bunches,  or  nodules,  accompanied  by  pain,  diminished  sensibility 
and  great  muscular  weakness. 


To  maintain  a  normal  nervous  system  in  our  present  social 
life  under  the  present  state  of  Society  would  require  extreme  altera- 
tions in  methods  of  living  of  the  majority. 


The  diagnosis  of  cerebellar  tumors  from  cerebral  is  made  by  a 
comparison  of  the  symptoms  with  those  found  in  tumors  of  the 
cerebrum.  The  absence  of  mental  symptoms,  of  spincter  troubles 
(except  at  the  end  of  the  disease)  and  of  epileptic  form  attacks,  the 
presence  of  the  reeling  gait  associated  with  deviation  to  the  left, 
weakness  of  movements  of  the  eyes  to  the  left,  and  paresis  of  the 
left  limbs  without  alteration  of  the  reflexes,  would  be  in  favor  of  an 
intra-cerebellar  tumor  of  the  left  lateral  lobe,  while  deafness  and 
facial  paralysis  of  the  left  side,  with  weakness  of  the  eyes  and 
paresis  of  the  limbs  of  the  left  side  and  weakness  and  rigidity  of  the 
right  limbs,  with  increased  knee  jerk  would  be  due  to  an  extra  cere- 
bellar tumor  of  the  left  side. 


In  the  Berlin  Klin  Woche,  Oppenheim  and  Borchard  report  two 
cases  of  tumor  at  the  cerebello  pontine  angle  with  operation.  In 
the  first  case  the  leading  symptoms  were  occipital  headache,  vertigo, 
vomiting,  nerve  deafness  in  the  right  ear,  cerebellar  ataxia,  double 
choked  disk,  nystagmus,  limitation  of  vision  to  the  right,  absence 
of  the  right  corneal  reflex  with  slight  transitory  disturbances  of 
sensation  in  the  right  half  of  the  face,  paresis  of  the  right  facial 
nerve  with  quantitative  reduction  of  its  excitability,  paresis  and 
reduction  of  the  palatal  reflex,  slight  ataxia  of  locomotion  and  dia- 
dokokinesia  in  the  right  arm  and  to  a  lesser  extent  in  the  right  leg. 
The  tumor  was  located  in  the  right  cerebello  pontine  angle  and  was 
removed  by  Borchard. 


In  extreme  forms  of  infantile  paralysis  the  wearing  of  apparatus 
and  the  use  of  crutches  is  necessary,  that  the  upright  position  may 
be  maintained.  For  these  forms  the  wearing  of  heavy  appliances 
may  be  materially  lessened  by  the  employment  of  operations  de- 
signed to  fix  the  joints. 
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Pains  in  the  forearm  and  fingers  are  rarely  confined  to  the  fore- 
arm alone.  Here  we  have  only  the  ulnar  pains  following  the  ulnar 
nerve  and  very  characteristic  radial  pains  following  the  back  of  the 
arm  to  the  fingers,  and  least  frequently  median  nerve  pains.  Some 
times  the  whole  hand  is  involved  in  neuralgic  pains,  but  this  is 
usually  hysterical. 


Dana  believes  that  brachial  neuralgia  is  increasing.  Since  1888 
when  he  collected  reports  of  453  cases  of  neuralgia,  he  found  but 
eight  cases  of  brachial  neuralgia,  whereas  in  197  cases  of  his  own 
in  recent  years  there  are  41  cases  of  brachial  neuralgia,  most  of  them 
in  women. 


It  would  seem  that  Marie's  contention  that  aphasia  is  a  unity  is 
well  borne  out  by  clinical  facts.  The  determination  of  the  value  of 
Marie's  claim  that  all  aphasia  is  due  to  an  involvment  of  the  zone 
of  Wernicke  and  that  all  of  the  motor  speech  phenomena  are  due 
to  involvment  of  the  zone  of  the  lenticular  nucleus  and  that  lesion  of 
the  third  left  frontal  convolution  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  motor 
phenomena  is  a  matter  for  future  pathological  research. 

It  must  be  conceded  that  Marie's  view  is  attractive.  It  would 
appear  that  aphasia  is  a  unity  that  it  consists  not  in  word  deaf- 
ness, not  in  word  blindness,  but  in  a  difficulty  of  comprehending 
language,  and  that  it  is  due  to  lesion  in  the  zone  of  Wernicke. 


In  a  large  proportion  of  cases  of  chorea  the  choreic  movements 
occur  more  on  one  side  than  on  the  other,  and  some  times  they  will 
be  altogether  confined  to  one  side,  the  child  being  hemeplegically 
affected.  In  such  a  case  as  happens  when  the  choreic  movements 
have  wholly  or  partially  subsided,  the  limbs  that  were  previously 
twitching  now  become  paralyzed.  The  case  now  resembles  in  every 
detail  that  of  ordinary  hemeplegia  from  cerebral  causes.  But  the 
following  points  of  difference  can  usually  be  observed.  1.  The 
face  is  often  not  affected.  2.  There  will  not  be  any  paralysis  of 
the  tongue,  but  the  peculiar  mode  of  protrusion  which  characterizes 
chorea.  3.  The  paralyzed  limbs  will  exhibit  the  choreic  move- 
ments in  a  slight  degree. 


In  Rev.  Neurol.  Charpentier  describes  a  patient,  twelve  years  old, 
suffering  with  Sydenham's  chorea  following  acute  articular  rheuma- 
tism.   The  patellar  jerks  and  the  Achilles  jerks  were  both  equal  on 
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the  two  sides  and  normal,  but  Babinski's  sign  was  very  plainly  evi- 
dent in  the  left  great  toe.  This  would  seem  to  indicate  some  per- 
turbation of  the  pyramidal  tract  fibres  in  chorea  minor. 


Babinski  has  used  scopolamih  in  chorea  minor  with  happy  results 
in  certain  cases.  He  has  treated  four  patients  with  it,  using  sub- 
cutaneous injections  of  the  hydrobromate  of  scopolamin  in  doses  of 
0.2  to  0.5  of  a  milligram  daily.  In  one  of  the  cases  of  great  intensity 
antipyrin,  arsenic  and  chlorol  were  useless,  the  patient  having  grown 
worse  while  taking  them. 


I  heard  some  one  say  that  Eclectics  were  drug-mad,  now  listen 
to  this :  Professor  Cordier  of  France  advocates  the  following  treat- 
ment for  neuralgia :  a  large  hypodermic  syringe  needle  is  attached 
to  a  Politzer  bag,  the  needle  inserted  in  the  ordinary  hypodermic  in- 
jection way  and  air  is  slowly  driven  into  the  tissues  till  y2  to  one 
pint  is  injected.  A  cure  may  follow  one  injection,  but  it  is  usually 
necessary  to  give  two  or  three  injections.  Xow  what  do  you  think 
of  that?  Would  not  you  rather  be  "drug  mad"  than  theory  crazy? 
Ye  billikens  and  little  fishes!  What  next,  I  wonder?  What  about 
the  danger  of  embolism?  What  about  the  danger  of  emphysema? 
And  how  many  patients  do  you  think  would  submit  to  a  three- 
course  injection?  Really  and  truly,  I  wonder  what  we  are  coming 
to. 

70  Rogers  Ave..  Brooklyn. 
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JMateria  -Medica  and  Therapeutics 

EDITED  BY 

JOHN   WILLIAM   FYFE,  WL.  D. 
Short  Articles  giYing  definite  indications  for  remedies  are  solicited,  and  may  be  sent  to  Dr.  J.  W.  FYFE,  Saugatuek,  Ct 


Ignorance  or  Dishonesty. 

The  Council  of  Pharmacy  and  Chemistry  of  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association  has  furnished  in  its  publications  an  abundance  of 
evidence  of  its  unpreparedness  to  decide  upon  the  merits  of  drugs 
and  select  such  remedies  as  are  needed  in  a  rational  practice  of  medi- 
cine. Evidently  the  members  of  this  "Council"  have  very  little, 
if  any,  knowledge  of  American  plant  remedies — a  class  of  drugs 
which  has  been  employed  for  many  years  by  physicians  of  the 
several  schools  of  medicine  and  with  such  beneficial  results  that 
they  must  be  apparent  to  every  sane  man  who  has  observed  them. 
Among  the  most  important  and  reliable  of  these  plant  remedies 
dioscorea  occupies  a  position  second  to  none,  and  yet  this  "Coun- 
cil," through  either  ignorance  or  dishonesty,  sends  broadcast  over 
the  United  States  and  Canada  such  trash  as  the  following  in  regard 
to  it: 

"Dioscorea  villosa  has  been  little  used  in  medicine!  It  has  been 
recommended  in  biliary  colic  and  muscular  rheumatism.  Its  value 
in  such  conditions  has  not  been  verified  to  an  extent  entitling  it  to 
consideration  as  a  useful  remedy." 

It  is  almost  inconceivable  that  men  can  be  found  in  the  medical 
profession  utterly  ignorant  of  the  usefulness  of  one  of  our  most 
valuable  indigenous  drugs — a  remedy  which  has  been  extensively 
employed  in  this  country  for  more  than  a  century,  and  has  enabled 
thousands  of  progressive  physicians  to  control  severe  cases  of  intes- 
tinal disease  without  resorting  to  poisonous  and  habit-forming 
drugs.  Truly,  as  remarked  by  a  member  of  this  "Council,"  physi- 
cians should  receive  a  more  thorough  education. 


Phenolphthalein. 

This  comparatively  new  cathartic  occurs  in  the  form  of  a  yellow- 
ish white,  or  almost  white,  powder.  It  is  tasteless,  odorless  and  in- 
soluble in  water,  but  is  soluble  in  about  ten  parts  of  alcohol.  It  is 
prepared  by  the  interaction  of  phenol  and  phthalic  anhydride  in  the 
presence  of  concentrated  sulphuric  acid  with  prolonged  heating, 
but  it  contains  no  free  phenol. 
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Phenolphthalein  constitutes  a  very  efficient  cathartic,  and  is 
quite  free  from  the  objections  to  many  agents  of  this  character 
It  passes  through  the  stomach  without  materially  deranging  its 
function,  and  is  absorbed  so  slowly  that  it  has  time  to  exert  an 
influence  throughout  the  intestines.  It  has  no  action  upon  the 
kidneys,  or  depressing  effect  upon  the  circulatory  system,  or  toxic 
action,  although  one  writer  claims  that  from  15  to  60  grains  have 
produced  alarming  symptoms.  In  regard  to  its  mode  of  action 
there  is  some  difference  of  opinion.  A  prominent  investigator, 
however,  thinks  it  acts  in  an  alkaline  medium  in  the  intestines  by 
the  transformation  into  a  sodium  salt  which  produces  a  strong 
osmotic  pressure,  passing  along  the  intestinal  walls  and  an  accu- 
mulation of  fluid  in  the  bowels,  with  soft  or  liquid  stools  as  a  result. 
The  activity  of  the  drug  is  believed  to  be  dependent  upon  its  stim- 
ulant and  excitant  action  upon  the  intestinal  tract. 

Phenolphthalein  may  be  used  in  any  condition  requiring  a  ca- 
thartic, and  is  especially  valuable  on  account  of  its  tastelessness  and 
being  acceptable  to  children  of  all  ages.  Its  action  is  mild,  not 
attended  with  griping  or  other  unpleasant  sensations,  and  it  oper- 
ates in  from  four  to  six  hours  when  the  patient  is  active  and  from 
eight  to  ten  hours  when  quiet  in  bed.  Not  being  absorbed  to  any 
great  extent,  it  is  especially  valuable  during  lactation,  as,  in  con- 
sequence, it  cannot  influence  the  mother's  milk. 

The  dose  of  this  drug  is  Zy2  grains,  but  the  average  dose  for 
children  is  ^4  of  a  grain  and  for  adults  \y2  grains. 


Arnica  Montana. 

This  agent  is  a  spinal  stimulant  of  great  and  varied  usefulness, 
and  is  therefore  indicated  in  all  conditions  in  which  there  is  deficient 
spinal  innervation.  In  all  pathological  states  in  which  a  stimulant 
to  the  cerebro-spinal  system  is  needed,  arnica  constitutes  a  reliable 
medicament,  and  is  especially  valuable  as  a  means  of  increasing 
functional  activity  of  the  entire  urinary  tract.  In  diseases  in  which 
there  is  lack  of  ability  to  control  the  urine  and  feces  it  is  a  potent 
remedy  and  where  there  is  colliquative  sweating  or  diarrhea  it  exerts 
a  controlling  influence.  In  many  diseases  there  is  coldness,  depres- 
sion, want  of  respiratory  power,  an  unpleasant  soreness  or 
tenderness  about  a  part,  or  any  of  the  tissues,  as  though  they  had 
been  bruised,  all  of  which  will  many  times  be  promptly  removed 
by  the  exhibition  of  arnica.  In  low  forms  of  typhoid  fever,  diarrhea 
and  dysentery  it  is  often  employed  with  marked  advantage  and  in 
pneumonia,  when  the  tongue  is  covered  with  foul  mucus,  accom- 
panied by  great  depression,  and  low  muttering  delirium,  arnica  is 
a  positively  indicated  remedy.     In  hectic  fever  it  has  often  been 
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used  with  beneficial  results,  and  in  gout  and  rheumatism,  especially 
when  the  pulse  is  slow  and  weak,  it  is  employed  with  satisfactory 
results.  In  nervous  headaches  this  drug  has  also  been  used  with 
much  advantage. 

Arnica  should  never  be  employed  internally  when  there  is  an 
excited  nervous  system,  gastro-intestinal  inflammation,  fatty  or 
valvular  disease  of  the  heart,  or  any  asthmatic  condition. 

The  dose  of  specific  arnica  (or  a  good  fluid  extract)  is  from  I  to 
10  drops,  but  it  may  be  employed  as  follows:  1^  Arnica,  gtt.  v  to 
x  ;  water,  §iv.    Teaspoonful  every  hour  to  every  three  hours. 


Frasera  Carolinensis. 

Frasera,  through  its  tonic  influence,  improves  the  tone  of  the 
entire  digestive  tract.  It  is  especially  indicated  when  the  digestive 
organs  have  been  impaired  by  protracted  disease,  it  acting  as  a 
stimulant  and  astringent  to  the  secreting  surfaces,  and  thus  pre- 
venting excessive  night-sweats  common  to  such  conditions.  It  also 
controls  diarrhea  and  dysentery  when  the  mucous  membranes  are 
in  a  relaxed  and  atonic  state.  Chronic  constipation,  atonic  dyspep- 
sia and  chronic  gastric  catarrh  come  within  the  curative  range  of 
this  remedial  agent,  and  in  all  cases  of  visceral  debility,  whether 
primary  or  induced  by  exhaustive  secretion,  it  is  deemed  a  remedy 
of  merit.  In  cases  in  which  the  secretions  present  a  septic  tendency 
it  exerts  an  antiseptic  influence  of  much  value,  and  in  jaundice,  es- 
pecially when  associated  with  extreme  debility,  it  has  been  employed 
with  great  advantage.  In  hysterical  conditions  its  exhibition  has 
many  times  exerted  a  controlling  influence.  In  hot  climates  frasera 
has  been  extensively  and  successfully  employed  in  the  treatment  of 
bilious  diseases  and  asthenic  dysentery. 

The  dose  of  specific  frasera  (or  a  good  fluid  extract)  is  from  5 
to  30  drops,  well  diluted  with  water,  every  two  to  four  hours. 
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Hay  Fever  Problem. 

Again  the  physician  is  called  upon  to  grapple  with  hay-fever, 
and  a  veritable  army  of  sneezing,  watery-eyed  "miserables"  come 
to  him  for  relief.  For  a  long  time  the  idea  was  prevalent  that  little 
or  nothing  could  be  done  for  these  people.  The  patient  dreaded 
the  coming  of  the  disease,  and  the  physician  dreaded  the  coming 
of  the  patient.  The  situation  was  one  of  ample  misgivings  and 
scanty  faith.  Xow  it  is  pretty  well  recognized  that  medication, 
while  still  empiric  to  a  certain  extent,  is  nevertheless  effective. 
The  symptoms  can  be  controlled  or  greatly  minimized,  and  the 
patient  may  have  the  relief  he  seeks.  And  for  this  much  he  will 
be  truly  thankful,  and  the  physician,  in  turn,  duly  thanked. 

Adrenalin  is,  perhaps,  the  most  effective  agent.  It  antagonizes 
the  symptoms  and  secures  to  the  patient  a  marked  degree  of  comfort. 
It  allays  the  congestion  of  the  mucous  membrane,  reduces  the 
swelling  of  the  turbinal  tissues,  controls  the  nasal  discharge,  cuts 
short  the  violent  paroxysms  of  sneezing  and  the  abundant  lacrima- 
tion,  and  prevents  depression  by  stimulating  the  heart. 

The  practitioner  who  desires  to  employ  Adrenalin  in  the  treat- 
ment of  hay-fever  has  recourse  to  the  product  in  a  number  of  forms. 
Andrenalin  Chloride  Solution  (1:1000)  is  doubtless  the  most  widely 
used.  It  is  first  diluted  with  four  to  five  times  its  volume  of 
physiological  salt  solution,  then  sprayed  into  the  nares  and 
pharynx.  Adrenalin  Inhalant  has  many  adherents.  This  is  an  oil 
solution,  and  is  administered  by  spray.  It  may  be  diluted  with 
olive  oil — the  inhalant  one  part,  olive  oil  three  or  four  parts.  A 
third  preparation  is  Adrenalin  Ointment  (1:1000),  which  is  effect- 
ive either  alone  or  in  supplementing  Solution  Adrenalin  Chloride. 
Another  is  Adrenalin  and  Chloretone  Ointment — at  once  an  astrin- 
gent, antiseptic  and  mild  anesthetic.  The  latest  is  Anesphone 
Cream  (Adrenalin  Chloride  1  :20,000,  para-amido-ethyl-benzoate 
10%,  in  a  bland  oil  base),  an  astringent,  anesthetic  ointment.  The 
ointments  and  cream  are  supplied  in  collapsible  tubes  with  elon- 
gated nozzle,  which  facilitates  their  application  to  the  nasal  mucosa. 

Literature  on  any  or  all  of  the  products  above  mentioned  may 
be  had  upon  application  to  the  manufacturers.  Messrs.  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.,  at  the  general  offices  in  Detroit  or  any  of  their  nu- 
merous branch  houses.  The  company,  by  the  way.  issues  an  attrac- 
tive brochure  on  the  subject  of  hay-fever. 
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Send  for  catalogue  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  the  City 
of  New  York. 


The  "Admiral's  Guard"  turned  out  in  goodly  numbers,  looked 
fine  and  were  active  in  every  part  of  the  work. 

Four  hundred  and  twenty  were  added  to  the  roll  of  membership 
at  the  Boston  meeting.  Don't  look  much  like  wiping  out  sectarian 
medicine. 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Sharp,  of  Guthrie,  Okla.,  had  to  leave  the  meeting 
early.   The  Doctor  is  to  make  an  extended  trip  in  Europe. 

"Steffins"  or  "Stephens,"  that  man  from  the  country  where  they 
"want  to  know,"  has  presented  us  with  an  article  that  will  be  use- 
ful to  let  patients  comprehend  the  meaning  and  the  purposes  of 
Eclecticism. 


The  Cotner  University  year  book,  which  we  have  just  received 
through  the  courtesy  of  Dr.  Wilmeth,  is  certainly  a  credit  to  the 
school.  The  illustrations  are  fine,  judging  from  the  striking  like- 
nesses of  Drs.  Ramey,  Wilmeth  and  Andrus,  which  appear  in  the 
book.  Dr.  Wilmeth  is  one  of  the  active  workers  in  our  National 
Association. 


Connecticut  sent  a  fine  delegation  to  the  meeting,  among  whom 
were  some  of  the  veteran  workers,  S.  B.  Munn,  of  Waterbury; 
J.  W.  Fyfe,  of  Saugatuck ;  Hodge,  of  Torrington,  and  Williams,  of 
Bristol. 


Massachusetts'  welcome  was  most  cordial  and  its  Committee  of 
Arrangements  looked  after  the  comfort  and  entertainment  of  dele- 
gates and  members  in  true  New  England  style. 

Howes  and  Abbott  were  both  on  the  job.  And  there  were  others, 
for  you  could  hear  Phillmore's  voice  and  see  Allen  smile  when- 
ever you  passed  the  room  which  bore  the  placard,  "Committee  of 
Arrangements." 

Dr.  Attilio  Favorini  has  removed  his  office  from  519  Broome 
Street  to  45  Macdougal  Street. 

Book  Reviews  have  been  crowded  from  this  number.  They  will 
appear  in  the  August  issue. 
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Our  College. 

Since  the  last  issue  of  the  Review,  the  Annual  Announcement  of 
the  College  has  been  mailed  to  the  Alumni  and  the  numerous  friends 
of  our  school.  We  trust  that  each  recipient  of  the  catalogue  will  see 
that  it  is  placed  where  it  will  do  the  most  good ;  namely,  in  the  hands 
of  some  young  person  who  is  contemplating  a  course  in  a  medical 
college. 

Each  prospective  student  should  be  impressed  with  the  idea  that 
a  small  college  can  do  better  by  him  than  a  large  one ;  that  the  pro- 
fessor and  teacher  become  better  acquainted  with"  his  qualifications, 
or  lack  of  them,  and  can  consequently  give  him  the  needed  instruc- 
tion to  properly  prepare  him  for  his  chosen  profession. 

The  prospect  for  the  coming  session  is  excellent.  We  are  having 
numerous  enquiries  from  students  in  reference  to  the  College  and 
many  requests  for  the  Announcement. 

That  our  facilities  are  adequate,  our  professors  and  teachers  pro- 
ficient in  their  respective  stations,  is  borne"  out  by  the  fact  of  the 
uniform  success  of  our  graduates  before  the  State  Board  of  Medical 
Examiners. 

We  trust  that  the  practitioner  of  our  school  of  medicine  will  bear 
these  facts  in  mind,  will  do  their  share  in  seeing  that  our  College 
is  filled  with  students ;  and  we,  the  professors  and  teachers  in  the 
College,  will  do  our  part  in  seeing  that  they  are  duly  instructed  and 
qualified  to  practice  the  medical  profession. 

S.  A.  H. 


Convention  Notes. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Munk,  in  responding  to  the  welcome  to  the  National 
by  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  impressed  every  one  present  with  his 
ability,  scholarship  and  gentlemanly  carriage.  In  his  speech  Dr. 
Munk  took  occasion  to  refer  in  a  most  fitting  manner  to  the  nefar- 
ious attempts  being  made  by  medical  politicians  to  secure  the  adop- 
tion of  laws  fostering  upon  the  American  people  an  expensive  and 
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unnecessary  medical  department  of  the  United  States  government. 
In  favorably  commenting  upon  the  doctor's  speech,  the  Boston  Jour- 
nal presented  its  readers  with  an  excellent  picture  of  President 
Munk. 

Dr.  C.  Edwin  Miles,  the  veteran  eclectic  of  Boston,  in  greeting 
the  National  on  behalf  of  the  Massachusetts  Ecletic  Medical  Society, 
ably  voiced  the  cordial  feelings  of  New  England,  and  in  his  response 
Dr.  A.  F.  Stephens  presented  the  principles  and  objects  of  the 
Eclectic  school  of  medicine  in  a  manner  which  made  it  apparent 
that  the  new  Eclectic  College  of  St.  Louis  has  in  the  doctor  an  able 
and  well  equipped  teacher. 

President  Thompson  delivered  his  address  in  a  forcible  and  very 
interesting  manner.  The  document  showed  that  much  thought  and 
care  had  been  exercised  in  its  preparation,  as  well  as  a  thorough 
knowledge  and  a  clear  comprehension  of  the  present  medical  situa- 
tion throughout  the  United  States.  The  Boston  Globe,  in  referring 
to  Dr.  Thompson's  address,  in  part  said: 

"The  president  of  the  association  received  to-day  many  con- 
gratulations upon  the  cogency  and  clearness  with  which  he  had 
presented  in  his  opening  address  the  situation  in  the  medical  pro- 
fession as  the  same  is  influenced,  or  as  efforts  are  being  made  to 
influence  it,  by  the  efforts  of  the  Carnegie  and  Rockefeller  founda- 
tions, to  restrict  the  number  of  medical  practitioners  and  medical 
schools." 

The  resolutions  unanimously  adopted  as  a  protest  against  the 
Owen  bill  and  similar  attempted  legislation  have  the  true  Eclectic 
ring.  After  suitably  calling  attention  to  the  machine  politicians  be- 
hind all  such  legislation,  a  very  important  fact  is  pointed  out  as 
follows : 

"We  believe  that  such  self-created  autocrats  do  not  honestly 
represent  the  rank  and  file  of  any  one  school  of  medicine,  but  are 
trying  to  induce  the  public  to  believe  that  their  entire  membership 
is  in  accord  with  the  principles  which  they  advocate,  and  which  they 
believe  would  unite  the  doctor  and  the  politician  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  exalting  the  latter  at  the  expense  of  the  former." 

The  foregoing  statement  that  the  medical  schemers  do  not  hon- 
estly represent  the  rank  and  file  of  any  school  of  medicine  presents  a 
fact  that  cannot  be  successfully  controverted,  and  one  which  should 
be  forcibly  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  members  of  every  legis- 
lative body  in  this  country.  T  w 


Medical  Authority  (The  Evidence.) 

During  that  long  period  of  intellectual  torpor,  Truth  and  Jus- 
tice were  not  dead.  The  clouds  which  overcast  the  world  of 
thought  were  so  dense,  however,  that,  only  occasionally,  faint 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW 


205 


rays  of  light  could  pierce  the  deepening  gloom.  They  could  not 
penetrate  the  abyss  of  mental  darkness  into  which  medical  authori- 
ty had  sunk.  There  appeared  from  time  to  time,  a  lumined  mind 
which,  notwithstanding  authority's  evil  aspect,  sought  to  elevate 
a  sunken  race,  but  encountering  the  determined  opposition  of  those 
who  ruled  by  might,  sank  back  again  into  apathetic  night. 
»  Truth  and  right,  though  hidden  for  a  time,  are  ever  working 
upward.  Honest  thought  keeps  struggling  for  expression.  So  by 
and  by  the  clouds  began  to  scatter  and  the  night  of  ignorance  and 
stupidity  began  to  yield  before  the  coming  dawn.  Some  MEN  ap- 
peared who  dared  express  their  thought.  Dante,  Boccaccio  and 
others  in  Letters;  Sereno,  Roger  Bacon  and  some  more  in  philo- 
sophy. Bacon  was  also  a  physician  and  by  his  boldness  and  orig- 
inality of  thought  brought  down  upon  his  head  the  condemnation 
and  persecution  of  medical  authority.  Authority,  which  held  the 
lives  of  men  within  its  accursed  grasp,  condemned  this  man  to 
death  in  life  and  gave  him  a  generous  diet  of  bread  and  water.  It 
sought  to  bury  him  within  a  prison's  wall  because  he  dared  to 
think  and  tell  his  honest  thought.  Happily  he  escaped  the  sentence, 
but  authority,  which  failed  to  kill  the  man,  despoiled  him  of  the 
fruits  of  his  labor  by  destroying  all  his  writings  except  a  few 
fragments.  Authority,  then,  as  now,  sought  the  destruction  of 
every  worthy  thought  and  appealed  to  the  law-making  powers 
to  accomplish  its  evil  designs.  Authority  succeeded  in  protecting 
its  ignorance  which  is  its  life,  by  securing  laws  protecting  it 
against  honest  thought  and  deed.  From  one  of  the  first  Christian 
princes  of  that  unhallowed  time,  authority  obtained  the  following 
law:  "Every  one  who  would  practice  medicine  must  present  him- 
self before  a  magistrate  and  obtain  consent  of  authority  to  do  so. 
The  penalty  for  disobedience  was  imprisonment  and  confiscation 
of  goods."  Surely,  one  must  think  that  that  old  corpse  is  being 
resurrected  in  this,  the  twentieth  century,  when  we  see  the  desper- 
ate attempts  to  bolster  up,  by  law,  the  self-assumed  authority  of 
the  present  day.    The  spirit  that  animated  the  old  directs  the  new. 

The  enactment  of  stringent  laws  regulating  the  practice  of 
medicine  at  that  time  was  followed  by  the  establishment  of  a 
school  of  medicine,  a  university  which  was  permitted  to  censure 
every  man  who  sought  to  help  his  fellow  men,  as  it  was  decreed : 
"No  person  shall  practice  medicine  within  the  country  named  until 
examined  by  the  faculty  of  the  University — authority,  and  licensed 
at  the  royal  hands."  Into  the  hands  of  ten  men  was  delivered 
the  power  to  deny  the  right  of  honest  thought  or  worthy  deed. 
History  repeats  itself  in  the  desperate  and  determined  efforts  that 
are  being  made  at  the  present  time  to  gain  the  same  power  over 
medical  practice  in  our  country.  Authority  today  seeks  to  have 
placed  within  its  hands  the  absolute  control  of  medical  practice 
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and  the  people's  health.  Does  this  not  teach  us  that  the  same  old 
spirit  of  authority  yet  lives  and  bestirs  itself? 

Passing  again  to  the  University  of  Salerno,  I  wish  to  show  the 
spirit  animating  the  faculty  by  the  circumstance  that  one  of  the 
distinguished  physicians  of  that  school  was  the  author  of  the 
massacre  of  the  Sicilian  Vespers. 

Medical  authority  stoned  Raimond  Lulli  to  death  for  expressing 
his  honest  thought  and  desecrated  his  grave  with  evil  lies.  It 
banished  Arnold  de  Villeneuve  to  exile  and  burned  his  books. 

However,  thought  began  to  bud  and  grow  again,  although  it 
had  to  grow  in  barren  soil.  It  burst  the  bonds  with  which  authori- 
ty held  it  fast  and  stood  erect ;  yet  ever  in  its  path  arose  the  shadow 
of  the  fiend  which  has  always  sought  to  enslave  mankind. 

Ambrose  Pare,  the  barber  sage,  attacked  the  hoary  beast  with 
daring  common  sense.  He  showed  results.  Authority  opposed 
his  work  with  persistent  bitterness,  but  the  people  knew  his  worth 
and  authority  feared  to  go  too  far.  It  waited  for  his  death ;  then 
stole  his  knowledge  for  itself  and  gave  no  credit  to  Pare.  I  have 
called  authority  a  thief.  It  stole  the  fruits  of  Galen's  life  and  robbed 
Pare  of  all  his  thought. 

Vesalius  was  among  the  first  who  dared  dispute  authority's 
might  and  around  his  head  there  raged  a  storm  of  bitter  strife.  He 
awoke  the  monster  from  its  intellectual  sleep  and  felt  its  fangs. 

It  accused  Giovanni  Batista  Porta  of  practicing  Black  Art,  and 
compelled  him  to  explain  himself  at  Rome.  Severino,  whose  teach- 
ings were  opposed  to  authority's  will  was  a  victim  of  its  intrigue 
and  persecution.  Its  malevolence  drove  him  out  of  Naples.  But 
the  people  sensed  the  newer  thought  and  called  him  back.  Author- 
ity, that  distorted  monster,  the  repository  of  stolen  rights,  slunk 
into  its  poisonous  den  when  the  people  spoke  and  hatched  new 
crimes.  Jean  Fenel  raised  the  storm  of  opposition  to  fever  heat 
and  Paracelsus,  "whose  genius,  sagacity  and  original  research 
places  him  among  the  first  of  those  who  labored  to  usher  in  a  new 
epoch  in  medicine,"  was  chased  about  the  world  because  he  dared 
to  think;  because  his  thoughts  destroyed  authority's  power  over 
men.  Its  venom  followed  him  through  all  his  life,  murdered  him  at 
the  end  and  defiled  his  grave.  Medical  authority  assassinated 
Paracelsus,  but,  like  all  assassins,  it  plead  not  guilty.  In  all  its 
literature,  authority  simply  says,  he  died  and  stigmatizes  his  name 
by  adding  pauper  to  the  lie.  And  what  did  this  man  do?  His 
crime  was  to  express  his  honest  thought.  For  this  all  vile  and  vicious 
things  were  heaped  upon  his  head.  For  this  it  murdered  him. 
He  spent  his  early  life  in  universities.  In  them  he  worked,  and 
as  he  worked  he  thought.  Eager  for  knowledge  beyond  that  the 
universities  had  to  give,  he  toured  Europe.    He  travelled  through 
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the  land  on  foot.  He  consulted  learned  men.  Pursuing  knowledge, 
he  risked  his  life.  Liberality  marked  his  course.  He  said:  "I  have 
not  been  ashamed  to  learn  of  peddlers,  news  mongers  and  barbers." 
But  "he  would  not  be  bound  by  the  consensus  of  opinion  enter- 
tained by  authority.  He  unsparingly  denounced  the  system  as 
artificial  and  declared  it  consisted  of  a  gibberish  unintelligible  to 
the  common  mind;  a  science  which  was  only  an  invention  to  cheat 
and  deceive ;  an  art,  not  of  curing  the  sick,  but  of  worming  into 
the  favor  of  the  rich ;  of  swindling  the  poor  and  gaining  admittance 
to  the  tables  of  men  of  high  standing."  "You  live  upon  imposture," 
he  declared,  "and  the  aid  and  abetment  of  the  legal  profession 
enable  you  to  carry  on  your  impositions  and  to  evade  punishment 
by  the  law."  He  could  look  beneath  the  surface.  He  saw  the 
evil  in  their  hearts;  the  darkness  in  their  minds.  He  fearlessly 
told  them  of  their  evil  deeds.  Little  wonder  authority  followed 
Paracelsus  to  his  grave,  dogging  his  footsteps  with  an  ax.  And 
authority  today  covers  his  name  with  malignant  venom,  hoping  to 
kill  the  spirit  as  its  forebear  killed  the  man. 

Authority  never  likes  to  hear  the  truth.  Paracelsus  told  the 
truth.  Of  authority  he  said :  "All  they  can  prudently  do  is  to 
observe  the  patient  and  make  their  guesses  about  his  condition  ;  and 
the  patient  has  good  cause  to  rejoice  if  the  medicine  administered 
to  him  do  him  no  serious  harm  and  do  not  prevent  his  recovery." 
Authority,  always  instinct  with  murder,  did  not  like  to  hear  this 
truth.  It  skulked  along  his  pathway  with  a  dagger  in  its  hand. 
Paracelsus  said  more  than  this.  Listen :  "There  are  some  who  have 
learned  so  much  that  their  learning  has  driven  out  all  their  common 
sense,  and  there  are  others  who  care  a  great  deal  more  for  their 
own  profit  than  for  the  health  of  their  patients."  And  again :  "Un- 
fortunately, some  poison  their  patients  with  mercury,  and  others 
purge  or  bleed  them  to  death."  He  had  some  peculiar  notions 
about  what  constituted  a  physician  which  also  angered  authority. 
Here  are  samples :  "He  wrho  can  cure  disease  is  a  physician.  To 
cure  disease  is  an  art  which  can  not  be  acquired  by  the  mere 
reading  of  books,  but  which  must  be  learned  by  experience.  Neither 
emperors  nor  popes,  neither  colleges  nor  high  schools  can  create 
physicians.  They  can  confer  privileges  and  cause  a  person  who  is 
not  a  physician  to  appear  as  if  he  were  one,  but  they  cannot  cause 
him  to  be  what  he  is  not.  They  can  give  him  permission  to  kill, 
but  they  can  not  enable  him  to  cure  the  sick."  Again  he  says : 
"Medicine  does  not  consist  merely  in  compounding  pills  and  plasters 
and  drugs  of  all  kinds ;  but  it  deals  with  the  processes  of  life,  which 
must  be  understood  before  they  can  be  guided.  A  powerful  will 
may  cure  wdiere  doubt  will  end  in  failure.  A  physician  should  be 
the  servant  of  Nature  and  not  her  enemy,  and  should  not  throw 
fresh  obstacles  in  the  way  of  recovery." 
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These  are  a  few  of  the  thoughts  uttered  by  Paracelsus.  Au- 
thority could  not  refute  the  indictment  so  sought  for  every  pretext 
to  discredit  him.  Every  vile  and  slanderous  thing  that  could  be 
said  of  one  was  said  of  him.  But  there  was  one  way  only,  to 
suppress  him  and  that  was  to  murder  him.  Authority  did  not 
hesitate.    It  hired  an  assassin  to  slay  the  man. 

And  listen  to  what  authority  said  of  Paracelsus  no  longer  ago 
than  1899:  "Although  this  man  was  such  a  prominent  character 
in  his  day,  his  name  must  be  erased  from  the  list  of  those  who  have 
contributed  to  the  world's  progress.  He  was  simply  a  pretended 
reformer  who  counted  as  nothing  the  most  erudite  writings,  and 
who  relied  solely  on  his  own  experience." — Park.  To  this  writer, 
erudition  rested  solely  in  the  authority  of  Paracelsus'  time.  To 
him  there  is  no  worthy  thought  unless  it  issues  from  a  source 
which  he  deems  worthy.  To  him  a  man  who  thinks  and  tells  his 
thought  must  be  erased  from  the  role  of  worthy  men.  But  this 
has  always  been  the  attitude  of  authority. 

To  one  who  welcomes  honest  thought  from  every  source,  Para- 
celsus stands  boldly  out  in  the  list  of  those  who  worked  for  progress. 
It  is  said  of  him  by  one  whose  word  outweighs  our  Dr.  Park,  that : 
"The  dead  level  of  tradition  was  broken  first  by  two  men  of  origi- 
nality and  genius,  Paracelsus  and  Pare." 

Medical  authority,  as  represented  in  Park,  is  in  the  time-worn 
business  of  vilification  of  honest  men.  With  malignant  scorn  it 
stands  beside  the  tomb.  With  slanderous  tongue  and  pen  it  pur- 
sues the  living.  It  is  just  as  bitter  now  against  an  opponent  who 
dares  to  speak  his  honest  thought  as  it  was  in  bygone  times.  The 
dagger  rusts,  perhaps,  within  its  sheath,  yet  if  authority  dared 
unsheath  the  blade  it  would  not  hesitate  to  stain  its  hilt  with 
blood.    The  spirit  to  destroy  is  not  destroyed. 

Stephens. 


The  Anti-Tuberculosis  Crusade. 

The  earnest  efforts  of  many  of  our  most  worthy  citizens,  which 
are  now  being  made  to  lessen  the  destructive  work  of  the  "Great 
White  Plague,"  afford  an  evidence  of  unselfishness  which  is  truly 
worthy  of  commendation,  but  it  seems  possible  that  some  of  the 
more  energetic  persons  engaged  in  the  movement  may  be  doing 
more  harm  than  good  by  their  realistic  methods. 

This  view  of  the  matter  is  well  sustained  by  the  remarks  of  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Associated  Dairymen's  convention,  re- 
cently held  in  Washington.  In  substance  he  stated  that  the  move- 
ment instituted  in  Idaho  to  eradicate  consumption  by  acquainting 
the  public  with  its  ravages,  and  the  danger  of  contagion,  has  resulted 
in  increasing  the  number  of  deaths  from  phthisis.  So  distinctly  were 
the  terrible  features  of  the  great  destroyer  brought  home  to  the 
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audiences  of  farmers  and  school  children  by  the  lantern-slide  ex- 
hibition of  the  repulsive  character  of  the  disease  that  the  warning 
was  lost  in  the  fears  excited  among  persons  predisposed  to  or  suf- 
fering from  tuberculosis.  The  speaker  expressed  the  belief  that  the 
death  rate  for  consumption  had  more  than  doubled  during  the  next 
year  after  these  illustrated  lectures  had  been  given  throughout 
Idaho. 

This  member  of  the  Associated  Dairymen  organization  may 
have  overestimated  the  influence  of  the  anti-tuberculosis  campaign, 
as  other  causes,  unknown  to  him,  may  have  contributed  to  the  in- 
creased death  rate.  Making  due  allowance,  however,  for  all  un- 
mentioned  causes,  it  is  not  improbable  that  efforts  in  the  interest 
of  public  health  are  too  frequently  carried  to  an  extreme  exhibition 
of  realism  which  defeats  their  laudable  purpose.  If  the  fears  ex- 
cited by  these  exhibitions  could  be  allayed  by  the  assurance  of  a 
positive  cure  for  the  disease,  no  valid  reason  for  criticism  could  be 
presented,  but  unfortunately  no  such  assurance  can  be  given.  The 
imagination  being  a  potent  factor  in  disease,  to  harrow  audiences 
of  the  laity  with  exhibits  of  decayed  lung  tissue  and  wasted  bodies 
is  more  likely  to  predispose  to  infection  than  to  strengthen  the 
powers  of  resistance. 

Looking  at  the  movement  separate  from  some  of  its  question- 
able methods,  however,  it  certainly  must  be  admitted  that  much 
good  has  been  accomplished  and  that  some  lives  have  been  pro- 
longed through  its  influence.  Still,  the  position  of  the  real  cause 
of  consumption  has  not  as  yet  been  materially  changed.  In  speak- 
ing of  this  unconquered  bacilli  Dr.  Stephen  J.  Maher  remarks : 

"But  the  enemy,  how  fares  he?  If  he  were  to  issue  bulletins, 
would  he  not  boast,  'Yes,  you  have  won  a  few  skirmishes,  but  my 
principal  positions  are  still  intact.  The  children  are  mine ;  active 
men  and  women  are  mine ;  many  of  the  aged  are  mine,  as  they  al- 
ways have  been.  The  farm  is  mine,  as  well  as  the  city's  slum,  or 
the  hold  of  the  ship. 

"  'You  claim  to  know  me.  You  call  me  the  tubercle  bacillus. 
But  whether  my  relations  in  the  cow  and  the  bird  are  allies  of 
mine  or  not  you  do  not  know.  You  frighten  into  a  panic  all  the 
friends  of  my  victims  by  saying  that  they  are  a  danger  to  everybody 
near  them,'  but  you  fail  to  explain  the  immunity  of  most  husbands 
and  wives  of  consumptives,  and  of  the  attendants  and  physicians  at 
your  special  hospitals. 

"  'You  spend  energy  and  money,  making  criminals  of  all  who 
spit  in  the  streets,  but  many  of  your  leaders  say  that  it  is  impos- 
sible for  me  to  enter  the  body  through  the  air  passage.  You  claim 
that  your  recent  organized  attack  on  me  has  reduced  the  number  of 
my  victims ;  but  all  your  statistics  show  that  my  appetite  for  vic- 
tims was  decreasing  at  just  the  same  ratio  for  fifty  years  before  your 
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hysterical  sanatorium  era.  You  say  you  know  all  about  me  now — 
that  I  am  easily  recognized.  Well,  do  I  have  a  prebacillary  stage, 
as  some  of  your  skirmishers  claim,  or  am  I  always  an  acid-fast 
bacillus?  Know  all  about  me!  Then  where  do  I  come  from? 
Was  I  made  the  tubercle  bacillus  in  the  beginning,  and  have  I  been 
the  tubercle  bacillus  ever  since?  Or  am  I  a  pathogenic  form  of 
bacterial  life  developed  from  a  non-pathogenic  form  by  the  influ- 
ence of  environment?  And  does  this  evolution  take  place  now 
every  day,  or  did  it  occur  only  once  some  ages  ago? 

"  'And  your  vaunted  fresh-air  cure  that  was  to  be  my  destruc- 
tion !  Most  of  the  patients  who  were  inmates  of  the  best  sanatoria 
five  years  ago  are  already  dead,  and  most  of  those  who  are  suffering 
the  misery  of  sleeping  in  the  open  air  this  past  winter  will  be  mine 
five  years  from  now.  A  few  you  have  saved,  but  how  few !  In 
your  desperation,  even  in  your  sanatoria  you  have  fallen  back  on 
the  use  of  the  discredited  tuberculin  that  gave  me  such  a  series  of 
victories  twenty  years  ago.  And  those  that  you  save,  you  don't 
know  what  saves  them.  "The  fresh  air,"  you  say.  But  what  does 
the  fresh  air  do?  Does  it  injure  me?  I  grow  better  in  the  air  than 
without  air. 

"  'You  don't  know  me.  You  don't  know  my  resources.  You 
don't  know  my  places  of  retreat.  You  don't  know  my  allies.  You 
don't  know  how  to  explain  the  few  successes  that  you  have  had. 
How,  then,  can  you  expect  to  defeat  me  by  your  campaign  of  edu- 
cating the  people?  Educators  must  know.  You  don't  know.  At 
least  most  of  what  you  know  about  me  is  not  so. 

"  'What  doth  it  profit  man  to  have  beautiful  sanatoria  if  the 
tuberculous  die  in  the  old  way  and  at  the  old  rate?  What  doth  it 
profit  him  to  have  the  death  records  show  fewer  deaths  from  tuber- 
culosis if  the  stringency  of  the  laws  makes  doctors  report  their 
dead  consumptives  as  victims  of  bronchitis  or  pneumonia? 

"  'Bah !  Your  crusade  against  me  is  vain.  It  was  conceived 
in  pious  ignorance  and  has  been  carried  on  with  the  methods  of  a 
Chinese  army — with  much  noise  and  many  banners  but  no  guns !'  " 

In  our  endeavors  to  lessen  the  mortality  from  tuberculosis  it 
may  be  well  to  thoughtfully  consider  the  foregoing  pleasantly  con- 
structed statement  of  the  great  work  yet  to  be  accomplished. 

J.  W.  F. 


Important  Decision. 

A  recent  decision  of  Commissioner  Cabelle,  of  the  Internal 
Revenue  Bureau,  will  undoubtedly  cause  a  lively  sensation  in  sec- 
tions of  the  United  States  where  habitual  imbibers  have  heretofore 
proved  excellent  customers  for  the  retail  druggists,  as  a  result  of 
their  willingness  to  receive  their  intoxicating  stimulants  in  the  form 
of  patent  "medicines,"  essences  and  perfumery.    In  making  his  de- 
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cision  the  commissioner  gave  out  a  list  of  more  than  two  hundred 
preparations  which  hereafter  may  be  sold  by  drug  stores  only  after 
the  Government  liquor  license  has  been  obtained. 

The  officials  of  the  Treasury  Department  believe  that  many  of 
the  preparations  included  in  Mr.  Cabelle's  list  were  concocted  main- 
ly for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  demand  for  alcoholic  dope  in  sec- 
tions where  the  prohibition  laws  have  made  it  impossible  to  honestly 
obtain  intoxicating  liquors.  It  is  estimated  by  the  Department  that 
there  are  40.000  druggists  in  the  United  States,  and  that  only  about 
one-half  of  them  pay  the  twenty-five  dollars  yearly  special  tax  which 
permits  them  to  sell  the  preparations  involved.  The  other  20.000 
druggists,  if  they  continue  to  vend  these  fuddling  mixtures,  will 
now  be  required  to  pay  the  regular  liquor  tax,  and  thus  add  a  sum, 
by  no  means  small,  to  Uncle  Sam's  pocket  money  J.  W.  F. 


Original  Articles 


Phytolacca  Decandra. 

BY  C.  T.  SAYLOR,  M.  D. 

Read  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Association  of 
Pennsylvania,  1910. 

It  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  have  realized  many  splendid 
results  from  the  administration  of  Phytolacca,  and  I  may  say  that  my 
experience  with  the  use  of  this  drug  has  been  extensive  and  the  results 
Which  it  gives  confirm  my  confidence  in  its  efficiency  and  further 
substantiates  the  doctrine  of  direct  medication. 

Phytolacca  decandra  has  several  synonyms,  but  the  most  com- 
mon name  is  poke. 

It  is  an  indigenous  perennial  plant,  found  growing  all  over  the 
United  States,  and  is  so  very  common  to  every  physician  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  that  we  will  not  spend  much  time  on  its  botanical 
description. 

There  are  several  preparations  of  Phytolacca  on  the  market  (viz) 
Fluid  extract  of  Phytolacca  root ;  Phytolacca  ointment,  and  specific 
Phytolacca. 

The  specific  medicine  is  the  best  preparation  to  use,  as  it  contains 
less  plant  dirt  and  gives  quicker  and  better  results  when  the  proper 
indications  are  present. 

This  specific  remedy  has  been  generally  overlooked  and  it  has 
received  but  little  attention  outside  of  the  Eclectic  School. 

It  has  a  specific  influence  on  the  glandular  structures  of  the  body 
and  in  very  large  doses  this  remedy  acts  on  the  spinal  cord  and 
medulla  and  thereby  inhibits  the  heart's  action :  the  pulse  becomes 
weaker  and  respiratory  movement  becomes  lessened,  and  if  taken 
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in  extremely  large  doses,  it  causes  great  pain  and  griping  in  the 
bowels;  also  produces  dimness  of  vision,  drowsiness  and  vertigo. 

With  the  proper  indication  every  physician  can  expect  great  and 
speedy  results  from  the  administration  of  this  drug. 

The  indications  for  phytolacca  as  taught  by  our  late  Dr.  Foltz 
are,  enlargement  of  the  lymphatics,  especially  when  they  are  indurated 
when  the  mucous  follicles  are  distended  with  secretion. 

The  tendency  to  the  formation  of  false  membranes  is  lessened  as 
it  has  a  special  action  on  the  mucous  glands. 

In  chronic  enlargement  of  the  tonsils,  phytolacca  continued  for 
some  time  will  diminish  the  size. 

In  tonsillor  affections  no  matter  what  character  phytolacca  nearly 
always  is  a  specific. 

On  several  occasions  I  have  advised  surgical  interference  for 
the  removal  of  the  hypertrophied  tonsils,  but  parents  being  too  fear- 
ful of  an  operation  I  was  compelled  to  rely  on  my  old  remedy,  phyto- 
lacca, which  was  given  in  small  doses  as  I  was  dealing  with  a  chronic 
condition,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  the  results  were  good. 

I  will  now  relate  an  instance  of  an  acute  case  of  tonsilitis  in 
which  I  was  the  attending  physician. 

I  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  S.  and  on  examination  found  she  was 
suffering  with  a  severe  sore  throat  and  tonsilitis.  She  then  told  me 
that  she  had  one  and  sometimes  two  attacks  of  quinsy  every  winter 
which  lasted  from  10  days  to  two  weeks  before  getting  any  relief.  At 
the  time  I  first  saw  her,  she  had  then  been  suffering  about  three 
days, the  mucous  tissues  in  the  pharynx  posterior  nares  and  about  the 
tonsils  were  very  much  congested  and  swollen. 

The  tonsils  were  so  large  that  deglutition  was  almost  impossible, 
and  this  lady  was  expecting  her  usual  siege  of  quinsy.  Having  the 
proper  indication,  I  at  once  gave  her  the  following  prescription : 

^  Phytolacca  gtt  30 

Aconite  gtt  8 

Belladonna  gtt  20 

Aqua  ozs  IV 
Sig: — Teaspooiiful  every  hour. 

This  prescription  with  a  good  saline  cathartic,  was  all  the  medica- 
tion this  woman  had,  and  on  seeing  this  patient  the  following  day,  the 
soreness  of  the  mucous  tissues  of  the  throat  had  left  her.  Deglutition 
had  become  easier,  temperature  99°,  and  the  patient  was  resting  quite 
comfortably.  In  this  case,  as  in  all  other  similar  cases,  the  administra- 
tion of  a  few  doses  of  this  prescription  will  show  the  true  value  of 
Phytolacca. 

But  then  some  one  may  say  that  the  Belladonna  and  aconite  did 
the  work,  but  these  two  remedies  are  good  adjuvants  with  phytolacca. 
We  know  that  Belladonna  and  aconite  exert  a  special  influence  on  the 
mucous  tissues  of  the  throat  but  experience  has  taught  me  that  no 
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other  remedy  will  reduce  the  glandular  enlargement  of  the  tonsils 
like  Phytolacca. 

Too  much  cannot  be  said  of  its  very  positive  influence  in  the  treat- 
ment of  acute  mastitis  during  or  preceding  lactation,  as  there  are  no 
evil  effects  following  its  use.  It  can  be  used  both  internally  and  exter- 
nally, and  in  the  majority  of  cases  no  other  remedy  will  be  called  for. 

Comparing  the  use  of  this  remedy  for  acute  mastitis  with  the  use 
of  the  camphor  preparations  which  is  such  a  customary  practice  among 
women,  no  evil  results  arise  from  its  use  where  the  latter  preparations 
arrest  the  secretion  of  the  milk. 

Now,  in  closing,  I  emphasize  the  following :  That  when  I  enter  the 
sick  room  and  find  the  suffering  patient  in  that  terrible  distressed  con- 
dition, hardly  able  to  utter  a  distinguishable  word,  and  swallowing 
almost  impossible,  I  at  once  give  phytolacca  and  prefer  the  specific 
medicine  because  it  represents  the  whole  plant. 

Get  the  proper  indications,  give  the  right  dose  and  then  look  for 
good  results.  Boswell,  Pa. 


Appendicitis. 

BY  E.  J.  DECK,  M.  D. 

Read  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Association  of 
Pennsylvania,  1910. 

In  presenting  a  paper  with  the  above  title,  it  appears  to  the  laity 
that  this  disease  belongs  only  to  the  surgeon  or  to  the  specialist. 
It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  paper  to  denounce  operative  means  nor 
to  recommend  an  operation  in  every  case  of  appendicitis. 

About  all  the  authorities  agree  that  appendicitis  is  an  inflamma- 
tion of  the  appendix  vermiformis.  For  years  this  malady  has  been 
described  and  treated  as  typhylitis  and  perityphylitis,  a  disease 
which  is  considered  rare. 

We  differentiate  the  various  forms  of  appendicitis  by  the  patho- 
logic conditions  which  denote  the  various  degrees  of  inflammatory 
process  into  catarrhal  appendicitis,  ulcerative  or  suppurative  inter- 
stitial, etc.  The  interstitial  into  infectious  perforative  and  gangrenous. 
In  the  catarrhal  appendicitis  we  have  an  inflammation  of  all  the  coats 
of  the  appendix,  causing  constriction,  adhesions  and  finally  obliterates 
the  appendix,  making  a  recurrent  attack  impossible.  If  this  change 
does  not  take  place  there  will  be  or  is  likely  to  be  a  recurrent  attack 
and  inflammation  will  terminate  in  ulceration  or  suppuration,  or  the 
ulcer  may  heal  and  cause  stenosis. 

The  interstitial  may  follow  either  form  causing  necrosis,  sloughing 
and  perforation  and  from  the  infection  produce  intense  peritonitis. 
Some  authors  claim  that  gangrene  is  localized  in  one  spot,  either 
on  the  tip  or  part  of  the  tube,  and  the  whole  tube  may  slough  off  and 
be  found  in  the  abscess  cavity. 
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Etiology — One  of  the  predisposing  causes  of  appendicitis  we  might 
say  is  due  to  the  construction  of  the  appendix,  with  its  outlet  guarded 
by  the  valve  of  Gerloch,  at  once  proves  to  the  observer  that  when 
once  the  bacteria  fecal  concretions,  or  foreign  matter  gain  entrance, 
they  are  held — captive  causing  irritation  and  abscess.  Among  the 
primary  causes  of  micro-organisms  such  as  the  bacillus  coli  communis, 
streptococcus  and  staphylococcus,  proteus  vulgaris  and  typhoid  bac- 
illus are  common,  although  the  most  predisposing  factors  according 
to  statistics  are  from  fecal  concretion  and  foreign  bodies,  the  former 
being  common,  while  the  latter  rare.  J.  F.  Mitchell  in  a  series  of  four- 
teen hundred  cases  finds  45%  due  to  fecal  concretion,  and  7%  to 
foreign  bodies.  Fitz  in  152  cases  finds  47%  contained  fecal  concretion, 
and  12  foreign  bodies.  Matterstock  in  169  cases  of  perforation  found 
53  contained  fecal  concretion,  and  12  foreign  bodies.  Another  pre- 
disposing cause  is  constipation,  violent  exercise,  overloaded  stomach, 
indigestible  food.  Age  is  also  considered  a  factor.  According  to 
statistics  more  than  50%  of  cases  occur  before  the  age  of  twenty, 
60%  between  16  and  30  years,  and  it  has  been  reported  as  early  as 
two  months — men  more  frequently  than  women  in  a  ratio  of  6  to  1. 

Symptoms. — The  onset  may  be  sudden  or  gradual,  with  diarrhoea 
or  alternate  with  constipation,  colic  pains  in  the  right  iliac  fossa. 
When  the  onset  is  sudden  the  temperature  rises  to  various  degrees, 
from  ioo°  to  1030  and  1040,  pulse  very  rapid,  gastro-intestinal  dis- 
turbances, headache,  nausea  and  vomiting,  with  marked  prostration. 
In  some  cases  the  pain  is  referred  to  the  groin,  the  thigh,  and  the 
testicle,  giving  rise  to  a  confusion  in  the  diagnosis  of  biliary  or  renal 
colic.  However  the  fixed  tenderness  over  McBurney's  point  is  the 
most  important  symptom  in  the  diagnosis. 

In  studying  the  above  symptoms,  the  diagnosis  should  not  be  dif- 
ficult. With  a  careful  manipulation  of  the  abdomen  together  with  the 
bimanual  vaginal,  or  rectal  examination  will  usually  reveal  the  seat  of 
the  trouble,  tfn  obstruction  of  the  bowels,  there  is  little  or  no  fever. 
The  vomiting  of  stercoraceous  matter,  pain  of  an  intermittent  char- 
acter, the  shock  and  the  distention  of  the  abdomen  from  the  arrest 
of  the  flatus,  should  aid  the  physician  in  making  his  diagnosis.  A 
case  of  typhylitis  with  an  impaction  of  the  ceacum  is  the  most  likely 
to  be  mistaken  for  appendicitis.  Ovaritis  and  salpingitis  may  simulate 
the  disease,  and  extra  uterine  pregnancy  must  not  be  overlooked. 
If  the  physician  makes  a  careful  diagnosis  the  prognosis  is  favor- 
able. He  must  bear  in  mind  the  fact  that  all  depends  on  the  patho- 
logical conditions. 

Suppuration  followed  by  perforation  is  attended  with  a  high  mor- 
tality. Sudden  cessation  of  pain  is  of  the  utmost  significance  as  it 
foretells  the  rupture  of  the  appendix,  the  formation  of  gangrene,  and 
rupture  of  the  abscess,  and  the  onset  of  generalized  peritonitis. 

After  having  made  a  careful  diagnosis,  the  treatment   is  to  be 
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decided  upon.  The  patient  should  be  put  to  bed,  and  must  be  kept 
absolutely  quiet.  Hot  applications  or  ice  pack  as  the  physician  sees 
fit,  constantly  and  persistently  applied  until  the  inflammation  has  sub- 
sided. The  bowels  moved  with  a  mild,  though  thorough  laxative,  and 
saline  enema.  Internally  bryonia  and  dioscorea  with  aconite,  veratrum 
or  gelseminum  as  may  be  indicated.  The  pains,  as  a  rule,  I  have  been 
able  to  control  with  hyoscyamine,  1/250  and  cicutine  hydrobromide, 
1/67  every  hour  until  the  physiological  effects  are  produced,  and  it 
will  not  be  necessary  to  resort  to  the  use  of  opiates.  If  there  is  no 
improvement  in  two  or  three  days,  and  the  symptoms  indicate  that 
there  is  suppuration,  the  sooner  you  have  your  patient  operated  upon, 
the  more  favorable  the  prognosis.  For  the  technique  and  operation,  I 
refer  you  to  any  standard  work.  If  you  have  localized  peritonitis  and 
abscess,  with  evidence  of  sloughing,  together  with  adhesion-,  the  abdo- 
men should  be  opened,  the  abscess  drained,  cleansed  with  saline  solu- 
tions, examine  ceacum  to  ascertain  if  any  perforation  exists,  if  so, 
close  them,  avoid  breaking  the  adhesions  that  have  already  formed. 
Place  a  cigarette  drain,  saturated  in  echafolta  solution,  cover  the  abdo- 
men with  the  usual  dressing,  and  apply  the  ice  pack.  The  second  day, 
if  there  is  gangrenous  sloughing,  irrigate  cavity  with  a  weak  solution 
of  permanganate  potassium,  followed  by  saline  solution,  and  echa- 
folta drain  as  before.  The  patient  should  be  dressed  twice  a  day, 
so  as  to  avoid  any  absorption  of  the  pus  as  is  the  case  where  the 
patients  are  dressed  every  other  day. 
Easton,  Pa. 


Office  Surgery  of  Hemorrhoids. 

BY  J.   M.  MULHOLAND,  M.  D. 

Read  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Association  of 
Pennsylvania,  1910. 

My  subject  is  not  a  startling  one  or  new,  but  one  that  the  physician 
should  be  able  to  treat  successfully  in  his  office  without  assistance 
except  what  the  patient  can  give.  I  find  that  a  great  many  of  my 
patients  have  visited  many  physicians  and  tried  a  great  many  remedies, 
patent  pile  cures  and  many  other  things  that  they  see  advertised,  also 
some  have  had  surgical  help  and  are  still  looking  for  help.  Hemor- 
rhoids are  classified  as  external  and  internal  tumors  resulting  from  a 
varicose  condition  of  the  hemorrhoidal  veins  or  other  blood  vessels, 
of  the  rectum.  The  former  have  their  attachment  outside  of  the 
external  sphincter,  while  the  latter  have  their  attachment  inside,  but 
can  be  forced  down  by  straining  if  they  are  of  sufficient  size.  Internal 
hemorrhoids  are  covered  with  mucous  membrane  and  may  be  found 
of  almost  any  shape,  size  and  color.  The  color  will  indicate  whether 
they  are  of  a  venous  capillary  or  arterial  origin.  Venous  hemorrhoids 
are  bluish  in  color,  capillary  are  of  dark  color.  They  are  not  pain- 
ful but  bleed  easily.    Arterial  are  of  a  bright  red  appearance,  are 
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irritable  and  also  bleed  freely.  All  forms  of  piles  seem  to  have  re- 
markable erectule  power,  and  if  handled  roughly  will  become  more 
prominent.    This  is  very  advantageous  to  the  operator. 

Treatment. 

I  first  use  an  eight  per  cent,  solution  of  cocaine  on  absorbent  cot- 
ton, placing  the  cotton  well  in  the  rectum,  waiting  twenty 
minutes  by  the  watch  I  inject  a  solution  of  carbolic  acid  and  glycerine, 
half  of  each,  or  a  fifty  per  cent,  solution  into  the  pile.  When  there 
are  several  hemorrhoids  I  choose  the  most  exposed  one.  About  two 
or  three  drops  of  carbolic  solution,  waiting  about  five  minutes  I  use 
a  Kelly  hemostatic  forceps  closing  it  as  close  to  the  walls  of  the  rectum 
as  I  can,  then  I  use  a  large  curved  scissors  to  remove  the  hemorrhoid. 
Leaving  the  hemostatic  forceps  on  for  twenty  minutes,  but  before 
removing  the  forceps  I  touch  the  severed  end  with  nitric  acid,  applied 
by  applicator.  Some  times  you  will  have  some  trouble  in  getting  your 
forceps  applied,  but  by  having  your  patient  use  his  right  hand  and 
pull  the  buttocks  out  of  your  way  you  will  have  but  little  trouble.  The 
patient  should  lie  on  his  left  side. 

In  treating  these  cases  I  have  used  no  ligature. 

The  patients  have  no  pain  or  hemorrhage. 

Pittston,  Pa. 


Sodium  Bromide. 

BY  CHARLES  J.   HEMMINGER,  M.  D. 

Read  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Penn.  Eclectic  Medical  Society, 
May,  1910. 

Sodium  Bromide  is  made  up  of  white  cubical  crystals  or  many  times 
of  granular  powder,  odorless  and  alkaline  taste. 

Sodium  Bromide  is  closely  associated  with  Potassium  Bromide. 

It  is  probably  less  active  than  the  Potassium  salt  but  conversely  it 
is  not  as  damaging  to  the  stomach  neither  does  it  dull  the  intellect 
neither  does  Bromidism  follow  its  moderate  use. 

The  Potassium  salt  is  more  effective  in  Epilepsy,  if  there  is  really 
an  effective  remedy  in  this  stubborn  disease. 

Sodium  Bromide  is  effective  in  nervous  affections  without  pain 
especially  in  the  child  and  adult  female  the  oftener  I  use  it  the  more 
I  am  pleased  with  its  action. 

In  night  terrors  of  children  it  is  almost  a  specific.  When  you  have 
a  case  of  night  terrors  eliminate  the  possibility  of  worms  and  give 
Sodium  Bromide  in  liberal  doses  and  you  will  not  be  disappointed. 

In  nervous  females  that  do  not  know  what  to  do  with  themselves 
and  apprehend  some  great  misfortune,  all  those  cases  will  be  greatly 
benefited. 

Sodium  Bromide  has  a  pleasant  salty  taste  and  combines  with  the 
Specific  remedies  without  reaction  (vegetable). 
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Be  sure  and  think  of  Sodium  Bromide  in  pains  in  the  frontal  part 
of  the  head  without  an  appreciable  pathological  cause.  When  in  those 
cases  you  cannot  see  your  way  clear  to  give  an  indicated  specific  medi- 
cine give  Sodium  Bromide  and  you  will  be  delighted  with  the  results. 
Many  cases  of  a  nervous  origin  yield  nicely  to  this  remedy. 

Dr.  Mundy  recommends  this  remedy  for  the  prevention  of 
Convulsions  in  children.  He  does  not  recommend  it  for  shortening  of 
the  attack,  but  advises  it  to  prevent  their  return. 

I  have  followed  his  advice  many  times  with  this  remedy  and  have 
never  been  disappointed. 

Sodium  Bromide  combined  with  Pulsatilla  increases  the  efficiency 
of  the  Pulsatilla  in  nervousness  of  females.  I  am  sure  the  more  this 
remedy  is  used  by  the  physician  the  more  he  will  like  it  and  be  a  more 
efficient  physician. 

It  is  a  non-toxic  remedy  and  can  be  taken  in  exceeding  large  doses 
before  it  will  cause  Bromidism. 

In  general  pain  in  the  head  from  no  appreciable  cause  this  remedy 
is  efficient. 

The  specific  indications  are  as  follows :  nervousness,  aneamia 
with  insomnia,  night  terrors,  irritable  disposition. 
Rockwood,  Pa. 


Items  from  the  Field  of  Neurology. 

BY  THEODORE  DAVIS  ADLERMAN,  A.  B.,  M.  D. 

Gutzman  reports  three  cases  of  aphasia  (Deut.  Med.  Zeitung) 
treated  by  practice  in  writing  with  the  left  hand.  Those  of  centro 
motor  aphasia  so  treated  were  markedly  improved  in  a  few  months, 
but  Gutzman  was  in  accord  with  those  who  took  part  in  the  discussion 
that  no  conclusion  could  be  drawn  as  to  whether  the  improvement 
Was  due  to  cultivation  of  the  speech  centres  in  the  right  hemisphere. 
Centro-sensory  aphasia  was  best  treated  by  loud  speech  or  singing,  the 
patient  at  the  same  time  observing  the  movement  of  the  lips.  A 
remarkably  instructive  case  illustrating  the  value  of  skillful  persever- 
ance in  the  treatment  of  aphasia  is  the  following :  A  patient,  a  man  of 
27  years,  after  a  cold  bath,  became  suddenly  unconscious.  With  a 
leturn  to  consciousness  he  was  found  to  be  affected  with  a  right 
hemiplegia  and  total  aphasia.  The  diagnosis  was  embolus  of  the 
Sylvian  artery.  Nine  years  later  he  was  still  hemiplegic  and  except 
the  utterance  of  one  or  two  meaningless  syllables,  absolutely  speech- 
less, being  unable  to  speak  voluntarily,  repeat  words,  or  write  volun- 
tarily. There  was  no  alexia  or  word  deafness  and  he  could  copy 
words.  The  attempt  was  made  to  educate  the  right  hemisphere,  which 
resulted  in  six  weeks  in  the  acquirement  of  a  vocabulary  of  more 
than  100  words  and  several  short  sentences. 
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Ticrocephaly  in  association  with  infantile  hemiplegia  is  an  inter- 
esting subject.  The  relation  of  abnormal  birth  to  certain  cerebral 
affections  in  children  is  important. 


Koenig  in  the  Deutch.  Med.  Woche.  relates  a  case  in  which  the 
paralysis  came  on  at  the  age  of  7  years  after  a  period  of  status  epilep- 
ticus,  the  child  having  had  convulsions  from  the  tenth  month  of  life. 
The  face  was  involved  in  the  paralysis — a  fact  observed  by  him  in  24 
out  of  26  cases  which  he  studied. 


Hemorrhage  of  the  cerebellar  vessels  especially  in  children  is  a 
comparatively  rare  lesion.  Such  a  case  due  presumably  to  trauma  is 
reported  by  Ratcliffe  in  the  Birmingham  Medical  Review.  The 
haemorrhage  occurred  in  the  middle  lobe  with  death  about  four  hours 
after  the  fall  which  induced  it. 


Nearly  2  per  cent,  of  all  insane  persons  lose  the  color  sense.  The 
sense  of  violet  is  lost  in  about  10  per  cent,  of  the  cases,  being  almost 
exclusively  limited  to  various  forms  of  dementia.  This  loss  of  color 
sense  is  also  accompanied  by  a  diminution  of  acuteness  of  vision  and 
the  sense  of  light. 


Darezac  of  France  reports  a  case  of  post  operative  insanity  follow- 
ing ovariatomy  performed  for  the  removal  of  several  small  ovarian 
cysts.  The  patient  recovered  from  the  operation  and  on  the  15th  day 
was  attacked  by  acute  melancholia  lasting  seventeen  days.  Several 
days  later  pulmonary  tuberculosis  developed,  leading  to  death;  he 
also  reports  an  interesting  case  of  insanity  following  removal  of  the 
uterine  appendages,  the  form  being  hallucinatory  and  delusional, 
with  verbal  obsessions.  After  6  months  injections  of  ovarian  extract 
were  made  daily  which  seemed  to  produce  decided  improvement  in 
the  course  of  two  months. 


Rohe  (New  York  Med.  Journal)  who  has  carefully  studied  the 
reported  cases  of  insanity  following  operations  upon  the  female 
sexual  organs,  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  these  may  in  general  be 
classed  among  the  toxic,  septic  and  climacteric  insanities,  with  a 
small  proportion  due  to  shock.  It  seems  to  us,  that  insanity  is  more 
frequent  after  operations  upon  the  pelvic  viscera  than  after  general 
operations. 


We  have  defined  agoraphobia  many  times ;  and  it  rather  amused 
us  to  hear  the  definition  given  to  it  at  a  recent  meeting  and  in  order 
to  settle  this  let  me  quote  a  few  authorities :  Berkley  in  his  treatise 
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on  mental  diseases  says :  "agoraphobia,  the  fear  of  being  in  open 
spaces/'  Church  and  Peterson :  "agoraphobia,  fear  of  open  places," 
Strumpel :  "agoraphobia,  fear  and  anxious  ideas  on  entering  a  large 
open  space,"  so  you  see  that  the  authorities  agree  with  our  definition 
and  it  is  certainly  a  great  mistake  to  describe  a  case  of  melancholia 
and  say  it  is  agoraphobia ! 


That  an  examination  by  a  competent  physician  who  is  on  the  alert 
for  nervous  disease  is  necessary  before  anyone  can  be  pronounced 
free  from  tabes,  may  seem  equivalent  to  saying  that  all  men  are 
ataxic  until  they  are  proved  not  to  be  so.  Extravagant  as  it  may 
appear,  that  such  a  demand  is  essential  in  any  attempts  to  fix  the  be- 
ginning of  the  disease  will  be  thoroughly  indorsed  by  anyone  who  has 
studied  the  literature  of  the  cases  which  are  said  to  arrive  from  injury 
or  who  has  had  under  him  cases  of  tabes  which  have  remained  for 
years  in  the  preataxic  stage,  writh  few  or  no  subjective  symptoms, 
but  in  which  symptoms  have  suddenly  become  active  and  severe  as  a 
result  of  some  injury  or  shock  (Bailey). 


Limitation  of  the  visual  fields  through  fatigue  may  occur  to  a 
certain  extent  in  normal  individuals,  but  the  rapidity  and  extent  of 
the  contraction  in  neurasthenia  are  characteristic. 


In  traumatic  hysteria  anaesthesia  the  loss  of  cutaneous  sensibility 
is  very  commonly  found  only  in  limbs  which  are  paralyzed. 


Morphine  should  have  no  place  in  the  treatment  of  the  traumatic 
neuroses. 


The  prognosis  of  head  injuries  accompanied  by  compression  of 
the  brain  by  hemorrhage  is  very  grave.  Bergman  reports  a  mortality 
of  90  per  cent,  in  non-operated  cases. 


The  bacilli  of  tetanus  do  not  multiply  and  propagate  within  the 
body.  Their  locus  is  immediately  surrounding  the  wound  and  there 
they  manufacture  the  toxins  which  on  being  absorbed  into  the  system 
cause  the  phenomena  of  the  disease. 


In  epilepsia  procursita  and  in  some  other  conditions  in  which  the 
epileptic  equivalent  displays  itself  in  the  shape  of  psychical  manifesta- 
tions it  may  be  necessary  to  restrain  the  patient  from  doing  injury  to 
himself  and  others.    This  is  particularly  incumbent  when  the  patient 
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does  not  appear  to  be  devoid  of  his  faculties.  A  considerable  propor- 
tion of  all  cases  of  dual  personality  can  be  interpreted  on  the  basis 
that  one  personality  is  normal,  the  other  an  epileptic  equivalent. 


Insomnia  associated  with  sensations  of  suffication  and  strangulation 
usually  succumbs  to  measures  directed  immediately  to  the  hysterical 
conditions  of  which  they  are  a  part. 


Diseases  of  the  nervous  system  due  to  Syphilis  can  be  divided  into 
syphilitic  poison  has  lost  the  power  to  cause  pathological  reaction  in 
velopment  during  the  period  of  activity  or  life  history  of  the  syphilitic 
virus  and  by  inflammatory  conditions,  the  second  occur  after  the 
syphilitic  poison  has  ceased  to  exist  as  such  or  at  least  after  the 
syp'hilitic  poison  has  lost  the  power  to  cause  pathological  reaction  in 
tissues. 


Next  to  excessive  coddling,  nagging  is  perhaps  the  most  frequent 
evil  inflicted  upon  nervous  children  by  nervous  parents. 


Thyroid  therapy  has  not  yet  shown  itself  to  be  of  very  great  ser- 
vice in  the  treatment  of  any  purely  nervous  disease.  It  is  in  some  cases 
serviceable  in  reducing  the  body  weight  in  obesity,  or  you  may  even 
get  some  results  in  soleroderma  and  in  some  mental  diseases,  but  a 
judicious  estimate  of  results  does  not  justify  in  assigning  it  a  place 
as  a  sure  reliable  remedy. 

70  Rogers  Ave.,  Brooklyn. 


To  Study  Ambulance  Systems. 

At  the  request  of  the  Police  Commissioner  of  New  York,  Mr. 
William  I.  Spiegelberg,  president  of  the  Sydenham  Hospital,  who 
sailed  recently  to  study  private  and  public  hospitals  in  various 
European  cities,  will  also  investigate  the  different  ambulance  sys- 
tems. Mr.  Spiegelberg  is  chairman  of  the  Ambulance  Committee 
of  the  City  of  New  York. — Record. 


City  Docks  for  Sick  Children. 

The  Dock  Commissioner  of  New  York  has  announced  a  plan 
for  utilizing  the  unused  space  in  the  city  ferry  terminal  buildings 
at  the  South  Ferry  as  open-air  hospitals  for  sick  children.  In  each 
building  a  space  75  x  100  feet  will  be  available,  and  could  be  fitted 
with  cots,  etc.,  if  the  city  should  see  fit  to  appropriate  the  necessary 
money. — Record. 
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Chromii  Sulphatis — Chromium  Sulphate. 

Chromium  sulphate  occurs  in  dark  green  scales,  which  become 
violet  and  red  when  hydrated.  It  is  extensively  employed  in  manu- 
facturing and  in  other  chormium  compounds.  It  has  also  been 
found  useful  in  therapeutics,  and  cases  have  recently  been  reported 
in  which  its  curative  power  was    unmistakably  manifested. 

The  value  of  chromium  sulphate  in  locomotor  ataxia  has  been 
more  or  less  forcibly  pointed  out  by  several  writers,  and  are  review- 
ing their  treatment  of  this  very  serious  pathological  condition,  it 
certainly  becomes  apparent  that  much  benefit  was  derived  from  the 
exhibition  of  this  drug.  It  is  claimed  by  several  authors  that  in 
these  cases  it  not  only  restores  co-ordination,  but  the  reflexes  as 
well,  and  that  the  entire  group  of  symptoms  accompanying  the  dis- 
ease are  alleviated  to  a  marked  degree.  In  thyroditis  it  has  been 
used  with  great  advantage,  and  has  proved  specially  valuable  in 
exophthalmic  goiter.  In  prostatic  hypertrophy  it  has  been  em- 
ployed with  excellent  results,  in  some  cases  affording  relief  after 
numerous  other  remedies  had  been  used  without  making  any  im- 
pression upon  the  distressing  condition.  Dr.  G.  T.  Fuller,  of  May- 
field,  Ky.,  speaks  of  his  experience  with  chromium  sulphate  in 
hypertrophy  of  the  prostate  gland  as  follows : 

"I  want  to  assure  you  that  chomium  sulphate  in  my  hands  has 
never  failed  in  a  single  instance  to  at  least  alleviate  the  symptoms, 
and  in  most  cases  to  effect  a  cure;  and  its  action,  I  am  sure,  in 
bringing  about  this  better  condition  of  affairs,  is  exactly  the  same 
as  its  action  in  goiter — it  inhibits  the  blood  through  the  hypogastric 
nlexus,  and  by  that  means  brings  about  a  gradual  involution  of  the 
prostate  gland.  It  not  only  reduces  the  size  of  the  gland,  which, 
from  mechanical  pressure,  paralyzes  the  cut-off  muscle  of  the  blad- 
der, but,  by  its  action  through  the  nervous  system,  it  so  tones  those 
muscles  as  to  enable  the  old  man  to  retain  his  urine  a  reasonable 
time  and  pass  it  at  his  pleasure." 

In  reporting  his  success  with  chromium  sulphate  in  the  treat- 
ment of  the  above-named  abnormal  state,  Dr.  J.  W.  Dill,  of  Frank- 
lin. Ind..  says : 

"It  puts  to  shame  ail  other  medicines  I  have  ever  used  for  the 
reduction  of  hypertiophy  of  the  prostate.  I  used  it  in  the  case  of 
a  man  seventy-three  years  of  age.    He  was  given  16  grains  a  day 
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and  by  the  time  the  ounce  was  gone  his  symptoms  had  disappeared. 
Now  he  is  able  to  retain  his  urine  from  8  or  9  p.  m.  until  5  a.  m. 

In  fibroid  tumors  chromium  sulphate  exerts  a  decidedly  re- 
straining influence,  and  in  many  cases  of  infantile  paralysis  it  has 
been  employed  with  emotive  results. 

Chromium  sulphate  is  evidently  worthy  of  careful  study,  espe- 
cially along  lines  involving  diseases  of  the  nervous  system.  The 
following  has  been  suggested  as  possible  specific  indications  for 
this  drug:  All  cases  of  paralysis  not  due  to  pressure,  as  pressure 
from  blood  clot,  tumor,  misplaced  bone  or  some  foreign  body; 
chronic  hypertrophies  of  glandular  tissues,  especially  those  of  the 
thyroid  and  prostate  glands ;  all  strictly  fibroid  growths. 

The  dose  of  chromium  sulphate  for  an  adult  is  from  3  co  5 
grains,  and  each  dose  should  be  followed  by  from  two  to  three 
ounces  of  water. 


Cimicifuga  Racemosa — Macrotys. 

So  much  has  been  said  and  written  about  this  old  and  well- 
tried  remedy  that  perhaps  it  is  now  impossible  to  say  anything 
about  it  that  has  not  already  been  told,  but  it  may  be  well  to  oc- 
casionally refresh  our  memories  in  regard  to  some  of  its  many 
energetic  effects. 

Cimicifuga  exerts  an  influence  on  the  female  reproductive  or- 
gans which  makes  far  normal  functional  activity,  and  is  a  remedy 
of  great  value  in  the  treatment  of  many  abnormal  states  peculiar  to 
women.  In  amenorrhea  it  is  an  agent  of  curative  power,  and  in 
slow,  irregular,  scanty  or  protracted  menstruation  it  gives  most 
excellent  satisfaction.  It  is  also  a  good  remedy  in  dysmenorrhea, 
and  is  of  special  value  in  cases  associated  with  rheumatic  states. 
Cimicifuga  constitutes  a  superior  medicament  in  afflictions  inci- 
dental to  pregnancy,  and  its  continued  use  greatly  modifies  the 
many  pains  and  other  unpleasant  sensations  which  are  likely  to 
cause  suffering  to  the  child-bearing  woman  during  gestation.  In 
all  pains  seemingly  increased  by  muscular  contraction  its  action  is 
especially  prompt  and  corrective.  As  a  means  of  promoting  de- 
livery cimicifuga  is  held  in  high  repute,  and  in  cases  in  which  ergot 
is  contra-indicated  it  is  used  with  much  advantage. 

In  chronic  rheumatism  cimicifuga  is  highly  esteemed,  and  is 
especially  indicated  in  cases  characterized  by  muscular  pains  or  by 
pains  seemingly  increased  by  muscular  contraction.  In  rheumatism 
the  remedy  should  be  administered  in  medium  doses,  say  ten  drops 
of  the  specific  medicine  every  three  hours,  and  continued  for  a 
considerable  length  of  time. 

Cimicifuga  exercises  a  peculiar  and  powerful  influence  over  the 
liver,  increasing  its  functional  activity,  and  through  this  influence 
becomes  a  valuable  remedy  in  many  forms  of  disease.    It  imparts 
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a  healthful  impulse  to  this  organ  and  greatly  promotes  its  secreting 
power. 

The  range  of  the  curative  action  of  cimicifuga  is  wide  indeed, 
and  the  indications  for  its  use  are  numerous — more  so  than  we  can 
readily  keep  in  mind — but  we  will  find  it  frequently  needed  if  we 
remember  that  soreness  of  the  respiratory  apparatus,  giving  a 
bruised  sensation  is  greatly  relieved  by  this  medicament,  and  that 
rheumatism  of  the  uterus,  painful  menstruation,  with  tenderness 
over  the  uterine  globe,  menstrual  suppression,  tardy,  inefficient  and 
irregular  mentruation,  as  well  as  irregular  contraction  of  the  uterus 
in  labor,  with  excess  of  pain  and  slow  dilatation,  all  come  within  the 
remedial  action  of  this  drug. 

In  very  large  doses  cimicifuga  causes  vertigo,  impaired  vision, 
nausea,  vomiting,  reduction  of  the  circulation,  and,  in  some  cases, 
symptoms  similar  to  those  of  delirium  tremens. 

The  dose  of  specific  cimicifuga  (macrotys)  is  10  to  30  drops, 
but  in  some  cases  it  may  be  prescribed  as  follows :  If  Macrotys, 
gtt.  x  to  xx ;  water,  §iv.   Teaspoonful  every  one  or  two  hours. 

Euphorbia  Carollata. 

This  old  indigenous  plant  is  commonly  known  in  some  sections 
as  Large  Flowering  Spurge,  and  in  others  as  Milk-Weed  and  by  other 
local  names.  It  has  been  somewhat  extensively  employed  as  a 
means  of  relieving  irritation  of  the  mucous  surfaces,  and  promoting 
their  functional  activity. 

In  diarrhea  characterized  by  watery  stools  euphorbia  carollata 
exerts  a  curative  influence  which  is  unmistakable,  and  in  watery 
vomiting  its  action  is  corrective  in  its  nature.  In  dysentery  it  con- 
stitutes a  medicament  of  decided  merit,  and  as  a  means  of  restrain- 
ing bloody  stools  and  quieting  tenesmus  its  value  has  often  been 
tested  with  gratifying  results.  In  cholera  infantum  it  is  frequently 
used  with  advantage,  and  in  colliquative  diarrhea  of  typhoid  fever 
and  phthisis  its  value  has  been  often  demonstrated.  In  irregularity 
of  the  bowels  and  constipation  it  is  also  employed  with  satisfaction. 

Euphorbia  carollata  is  classified  as  diaphoretic,  expectorant, 
epispastic,  emetic  and  cathartic.  In  very  large  doses  it  causes  in- 
flammation of  the  mucous  coat  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  hyper- 
catharsis,  distressing  nausea  and  prostration. 

The  dose  of  specific  euphorbia  carollata  (or  a  good  fluid  ex- 
tract) is  from  5  to  15  drops,  but  for  ordinary  purposes  it  may  be 
prescribed  as  follows :  If  Euphorbia  cor.,  gtt.  v  to  xv ;  water,  §  iv. 
Teaspoonful  every  hour. 

Senecio  Aureus — Life  Root. 

In  senecio  we  have  a  very  efficient  remedy  in  many  affections  pe- 
culiar to  women.    In  enlargement  of  the  uterus  it  exercises  a  reduc- 
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ing  influence,  and  in  cervical  leucarrhea  its  action  is  corrective.  In 
all  diseases  of  the  productive  organs  of  women,  in  which  there  is 
venous  or  capillary  congestion,  together  with  sluggish  circulation, 
causing  a  sense  of  fullness,  weight  and  dragging  in  the  pelvis,  sene- 
cio  has  few  equals,  and  in  soreness,  pain  and  bearing  down  about 
the  uterus  it  promptly  exerts  relieving  influence.  In  dysmenorrhea  it 
quickly  modifies  the  distressing  condition,  and  in  amenorrhea  it  aids 
much  in  stablishing  functional  activity.  In  menorrhagia  its  action 
is  decidedly  restraining.  In  chlorosis  it  is  also  of  value,  and  its  tonic 
and  alterative  properties  are  many  times  of  service  in  dropsical 
conditions. 

Senecio  is  a  tonic,  alterative,  emmenagogue  and  diaphoretic  of 
considerable  power. 

The  dose  of  specific  senecio  (or  a  good  fluid  extract)  is  30  to  60 
drops,  but  it  may  be  successfully  employed  as  follows :  Senecio 
aureus,  gtt.  x  to  3  i;  water,  §  iv.  Teaspoonful  every  two  or  three 
hours. 


Helleborus  Niger — Black  Hellebore. 

This  plant  is  an  inhabitant  of  the  middle  and  southern  parts  of 
Europe.  In  large  medicinal  doses  it  is  a  drastic  cathartic,  diuretic, 
anthelmintic  and  emmenagogue.  Its  use  in  medicine  has  been  com- 
mon enough,  and  when  employed  in  very  small  doses  it  has  given 
good  results.  As  a  stimulant  to  the  menstrual  flow  it  has  been 
used  with  advantage,  and  in  cases  characterized  by  flushes  of  heat, 
a  sense  of  burning  of  the  surface,  sensativeness  of  the  pelvic  struc- 
tures and  dullness  of  the  intellect,  it  has  proved  a  superior  remedy. 
In  melancholia  and  hysteria,  especially  when  associated  with 
screaming  and  starting  from  sleep,  black  hallebore  has  often  exerted 
a  corrective  influence.  In  abnormal  conditions  of  the  intestinal  tract, 
characterized  by  jelly-like  mucous  discharges  from  the  bowels,  it  is 
also  deemed  a  valuable  medicament. 

The  best  results  are  obtained  from  this  drug  by  employing  it  as 
follows:  ^  specific  black  hellebore,  gtt.  v  to  x;  water  §  iv.  Tea- 
spoonful  every  two  or  three  hours. 


Chondrus  Crispus — Irish  Moss. 

The  cartilaginous  substance  known  as  Irish  Moss  is  common 
to  Europe,  and  is  found  along  sea  coasts.  It  dissolves  in  boiling 
water,  and  forms  a  jelly  on  cooling. 

In  the  form  of  a  decoction  with  water  or  milk,  Irish  Moss  con- 
stitutes a  useful  demulcent  in  diarrhea  and  dysentery.  A  decoction 
may  be  prepared  as  follows :  Maurate  half  an  ounce  of  Irish  Moss 
in  cold  or  warm  water  for  ten  minutes ;  then  boil  in  three  pints  of 
water  or  milk  for  fifteen  minutes,  and  strain  through  linen.  Sugar 
and  flavoring  may  be  added  to  suit  the  patient. 
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{Selections 

A  New  Preparation  for  Hay  Fever. 

Dr.  J.  E.  Alberts,  of  The  Hague,  has  directed  the  attention  of  the 
medical  profession  to  a  new  combination  which  is  astringent  and 
locally  anesthetic  in  effect,  but  which  is  non-toxic  and  devoid  of  the 
ill  effects  of  cocaine.  The  new  combination  contains  one  part  to 
twenty  thousand  (1 :20,000)  of  Adrenalin  Chloride  and  ten  per  cent, 
of  para-amido-ethyl  benzoate,  made  up  into  a  bland  ointment,  to 
which  has  been  given  the  name  of  Anesthone  Cream. 

When  applied  to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nares  Anesthone 
Cream  has  a  persistent  anesthetic  effect  which  affords  marked  relief 
in  hay  fever.  Inasmuch  as  para-amido-ethyl-benzoate  is  only  slightly 
soluble  in  aqueous  fluids,  its  anesthetic  action  is  prolonged.  It  does 
not  have  the  poisonous  effect  of  cocaine  upon  the  protoplasmic  element 
of  cells,  nor  does  it  depress  the  heart.  Furthermore,  there  is  no  tend- 
ency to  "habit"  acquirement. 

In  a  tabulated  series  of  cases  collected  by  the  Department  of  Ex- 
perimental Medicine  of  Parke,  Davis  &  Company  a  very  large  propor- 
tion were  very  much  benefited. 

Anesthone  Cream  is  supplied  in  a  collapsible  tube  with  an  elongated 
nozzle.  A  portion  of  the  Cream  about  the  size  of  a  pea  is  to  be  applied 
to  the  nasal  mucosa  three  or  four  times  a  day,  or  more  frequently  if 
necessary,  including  the  time  of  arising  in  the  morning  and  retiring 
at  night. —  Therapeutic  Notes. 

Colonic  Flushing. 

BY  T.  D.  LYONS,  M.  D.,  NEW  YORK  CITY. 

The  supplementary  treatment  of  intestinal  disorders  of  children 
by  irrigation  of  the  colon  is  a  method  of  treatment  long  used  and  in- 
variably successful  if  the  proper  technique  is  used  and  details  care- 
fully adhered  to.  These  details  include  a  properly  medicated  solution 
a  proper  temperature  and  its  introduction  into  the  bowel  by  a  suitable 
tube. 

Since  using  Glyco-Thymoline  I  have  continued  with  that  medica- 
ment as  I  have  found  its  use  invariably  followed  with  success.  The 
temperature  should  be  about  70 0  or  8o°  F.  Ice  cold  solutions  I  do  not 
approve  of  as,  in  feeble  children,  serious  collapse  has  often  followed 
their  use.  Where  the  case  is  more  acute,  temperature  high  and 
patient's  vitality  little  impaired,  cold  solutions  may  not  cause  such 
serious  symptoms,  but  the  warmer  solution  of  Glyco-Thymoline  fluid 
will,  I  am  assured,  reduce  the  temperature  sooner  by  removing  the 
bacterial  factors  more  effectually. 

The  child  whose  clothing  must  be  removed,  is  placed  on  a  table 
on  which  may  be  laid  a  quilt  covered  by  a  rubber  sheet,  the  buttocks 
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raised  slightly  and  body  inclined  and  supported  towards  the  right  side. 
The  receptacle  for  the  solution,  a  glass  irrigating  outfit  or  fountain 
syringe,  is  suspended  about  three  and  a  half  feet  above  patient.  A 
soft  rubber  catheter  of  the  largest  size  is  secured  to  the  tubing  of  the 
irrigator.  About  seven  and  a  half  to  eight  inches  from  the  catheter's 
distal  end  a  cotton  bandage  whose  edges  are  frayed  is  wound  around 
till  a  diameter  of  three  and  a  half  inches  is  reached.  This  permits  a 
firm  pressure  around  the  anal  orifice  and  produces  no  discomfort  to 
the  child. 

The  catheter,  well  lubricated,  is  now  carefully  introduced  and  the 
Glyco-Thymoline  solution  permitted  to  flow  in  advance  of  the  tube, 
thus  inflating  the  bowel  and  permitting  an  easy  introduction.  As  the 
fluid  is  passing  onwards  the  contour  of  the  bowel  may  be  seen  and  a 
careful  manipulation  of  abdomen  will  assist  its  advance.  The  amount 
necessary  to  fill  the  colon,  as  the  ileo-cecal  valve  is  the  limit  of  irri- 
gation, will  be  for  a  child  of  six  to  eight  months  from  fourteen  to 
sixteen  ounces,  a  child  of  one  and  a  half  to  two  years,  thirty  to  thirty- 
six  ounces.  The  amount  specified  must  be  present  in  the  bowel  before 
the  Glyco-Thymoline  is  permitted  to  run  out.  The  flushing  must  be 
continued  until  three  and  a  half  quarts  are  used.  If  properly  done 
more  than  one  irrigation  in  twenty-four  hours  in  acute  cases,  or  two 
in  the  same  period  of  time  for  chronic  conditions  will  not  be  necessary. 


Lane's  Conception  of  Chronic  Constipation  and  Its  Management. 

BY  A.  B.  COOKE,  M.  D.,  NASHVILLE,  TENN. 

In  his  monograph,  entitled  "The  Operative  Treatment  of  Chronic 
Constipation,"  Air.  Lane  first  defines  the  scope  of  the  treatise  by 
stating  that  the  term  chronic  constipation,  as  he  employs  it,  includes 
all  those  conditions  which  are  "the  consequence  of  the  accumulation 
of  material  in  the  intestinal  tract  for  a  period  sufficiently  in  excess 
of  the  normal  to  produce  on  the  one  hand  alteration  in  the  gastro- 
intestinal tract  and  in  other  viscera,  and  on  the  other  hand  toxic 
changes  from  absorption."  The  fact  is  emphasized  that,  while  con- 
stipation is  usually  marked  by  infrequent  hard  stools,  there  may  be 
a  daily  evacuation,  and  in  exceptional  cases  the  motions  are  loose 
and  frequent. 

The  twro  chief  pathologic  factors  in  the  production  of  chronic 
constipation,  according  to  the  author,  are  enteroptosis  and  acquired 
mesenteries  or  adhesions,  the  latter  resulting  not  from  inflamma- 
tion, but  being  developed  to  oppose  the  displacement  of  viscera,  the 
tendency  to  which  exists  whenever  the  erect  posture  of  the  trunk  is 
assumed.  The  displacement  and  fixation  of  the  several  portions  of 
the  colon  in  faulty  positions  result  primarily  in  defective  drainage, 
and  secondarily  in  auto-intoxication  and  pathologic  changes  both  in 
the  gut  itself  and  in  the  other  abdominal  viscera. 
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After  describing  these  changes  in  detail,  the  author  proceeds  to 
discuss  their  immediate  and  remote  effects,  advancing  the  idea  that 
in  many  cases  disease  of  the  appendix,  gall-bladder,  stomach,  duo- 
denum, pancreas,  kidneys,  ovaries,  etc.  must  be  regarded  as  sequellse 
of  chronic  constipation.  In  addition  the  phenomena  resulting  from 
toxic  absorption  are  graphically  described  and  the  importance  of 
their  recognition  stressed. 

With  reference  to  treatment,  Lane  states  that  "in  no  circumstances 
should  operative  interference  be  contemplated  till  the  surgeon  has 
satisfied  himself  that  every  means  of  treatment  has  failed,  whether 
medical  or  mechanical."  The  surgery  indicated  depends  upon  the 
conditions  present.  In  mild  cases  in  which  non-operative  measures 
have  failed,  division  of  the  adhesions  and  constricting  bands  may  be 
effective.  Severer  cases  call  for  more  radical  surgery,  consisting 
either  in  dividing  the  ileum  and  anastomosing  it  with  the  sigmoid 
or  upper  rectum,  thus  short-circuiting  the  fecal  current,  or,  when 
pain  is  a  prominent  factor  in  the  case,  removal  of  the  colon  in 
addition. 

The  writer  of  the  paper,  after  personal  observation  of  Lane's 
work,  regards  his  conception  of  the  nature  and  management  of  the 
malady  with  much  favor  and  thinks  it  entitled  to  serious  considera- 
tion at  the  hands  of  the  profession. — Medical  Council. 


Death  of  Dr.  Koch. 

"  'Herb  Doctor'  readers  have  no  doubt  read  some  of  the  numer- 
ous press  references  to  the  fame  of  Dr.  Koch,  whose  death  took 
place  on  May  30th,  in  his  67th  year.  In  these  notices  he  has  been 
variously  described  as  'the  world-famed,'  'the  famous,'  'the  great,' 
'the  brilliant/  'the  eminent.'  etc.,  etc.,  Bacteriologist :  'one  of  the 
most  distinguished,  not  only  of  German,  but  of  the  world's  scien- 
tists,' whose  work  'gives  him  a  place  among  fhe  imperishable 
names  of  science.'  The  Kaiser  referred  to  him  as  'the  greatest 
German  physician  of  our  time.'  As  in  Jenner's  case,  we  shall  no 
doubt  shortly  see  him  described  as  'the  immortal  Koch.' 

"When  the  matter-of-fact  investigator  endeavors  to  ascertain 
exactly  what  Professor  Koch  achieved,  he  finds  that  it  was  some- 
thing like  the  following:  He  isolated  the  germs  of  anthrax,  tuber- 
culosis, and  cholera,  but  he  was  unable  to  prove  whether  these 
germs  caused  the  diseases,  or  whether  the  diseases  caused  the 
germs,  and  no  one  can  show  that  the  slightest  value  attaches  to 
his  discoveries.  He  laid  down  what  are  known  as  Koch's  postu- 
lates— four  conditions  which  must  be  fulfilled  before  it  can  be 
said  that  a  specific  germ  is  the  cause  of  a  given  malady.  All  his 
postulates  have  broken  down  and  have  proved  to  be  fictions.  (See 
the  Lancet,  March,  1909.)  He  discovered  a  vaccine  cure  for  con- 
sumption, called  'tuberculin.'    We  need  not  describe  its  rise  and 
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ignominious  downfall.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  harrowing  ex- 
periences of  gulled  patients  soon  proved  that  it  was  a  remedy 
worse  than  the  disease.  It  did  not  cure  consumption,  but  gave  it! 
It  has  been  since,  and  is  now,  used  in  a  highly  attenuated  form 
(1,000th  doses)  as  a  means  of  diagnosing  tuberculosis.  It  has 
proved  to  be  both  useless  and  dangerous  even  in  this  modified  form 
and  use,  and  its  abandonment  will  no  doubt  take  place  as  soon  as 
a  dignified  way  of  escape  can  be  found  for  its  friends. 

"In  1901  Koch  asserted  that  tuberculosis  in  man  and  the  lower 
animals  were  not  the  same  disease,  and  were  not  transmissible  from 
one  to  the  other.  He  never  withdrew  from  this  position,  despite 
the  fact  that  he  stood  alone  amongst  the  world's  bacteriologists  in 
its  assertion. 

"He  discovered  an  'effectual  remedy'  for  sleeping  sickness,  which 
consisted  of  the  administration  of  atoxyl,  a  strong  arsenical  prepara- 
tion. The  'Daily  Telegraph'  (30th  May)  states  that  an  authority 
of  eminence  has  declared  that  'no  case  of  sleeping  sickness  has 
been  cured  by  the  drug.' 

"The  praises  and  rewards  of  medical  orthodoxy  were  showered 
upon  him  for  his  'material  contributions  to  the  benefit  of  mankind.' 
The  bald  truth  is  that  Koch  was  merely  a  man  with  a  mania  for 
finding  germs.  'Find  the  germ'  was  his  maxim.  But  in  none  of  the 
accounts  of  his  achievements  that  we  have  read,  can  we  find  the 
slightest  evidence  that  any  of  his  'discoveries'  has  diminished  human 
suffering  one  iota." 

J.  P.  Swan,  in  the  "Herb  Doctor,"  England,  July,  1910. 


Medical  Reciprocity  Between  Italy  and  Great  Britain. 

Legislation  has  recently  been  enacted  in  Italy  affecting  the  posi- 
tion of  foreign  medical  practitioners  in  that  country.  Under  this 
new  law,  British  medical  practitioners,  in  virtue  of  the  reciprocity 
granted  by  Great  Britain,  will  in  the  future  enjoy  unrestricted  free- 
dom of  practice  in  Italy,  instead  of  the  limited  rights  hitherto  con- 
ceded them  of  practising  only  among  foreigners. — Record. 


The  Dose  of  Codeine. 

Fraenkel  (Munch.  Med.  JVocJi.)  claims  that  codeine  must  be  given 
in  larger  doses  than  is  generally  used  in  order  that  the  full  effect  may 
be  obtained,  as  codeine  is  from  ten  to  twenty  times  less  powerful  than 
morphine.  The  proper  dose  should  be  two-thirds  or  three-fourths 
grain,  and  this  amount  may  be  given  three  or  four  times  a  day  without 
any  evidence  of  habit  formation.  The  single  maximum  dose  permis- 
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sible  is  one  and  one-half  grains  and  maximum  daily  dose  is  four  and 
one-half  grains.    For  children  the  daily  dose  may  be  as  follows : 

4  years  of  age  1-6  grain. 

6  years  of  age  1-8  grain. 

8  years  of  age  2-3  grain. 

12  years  of  age  1  1-4  grains. 

Meyer  Brothers  Druggist,  July,  1910. 


Items 


Send  for  Catalogue  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  College. 

Every  child  with  ear  trouble  should  be  examined  for  adenoids. — 
Summary. 

Look  for  high  school  graduates  in  your  neighborhood,  and  if 
they  are  desirous  of  entering  the  profession  send  their  names  and 
addresses  to  Dean  Hardy  so  that  he  may  send  them  a  Catalogue. 


Irregular  pulse  is  normal  in  old  people,  a  cerebral  symptom  in 
children,  and  a  cardiac  symptom  in  adults. — Summary. 


If  you  expect  your  college  to  prosper  and  eclecticism  to  carry 
on  its  humanitarian  work,  you  must  give  some  of  your  time  and 
thought  to  the  school.  Look  up  the  available  material  in  your 
neighborhood  and  see  that  they  receive  a  College  Catalogue. 

In  typhoid  fever  look  after  the  temperature,  in  pneumonia  after 
the  pulse. — Summary. 

Prof.  O.  A.  Hyde  has  recently  built  a  beautiful  new  office  and 
home  at  Mead  Street,  Queens  Court,  Queens,  Long  Island,  N.  Y. 

An  apoplectic  stroke  in  a  young  man  is  usually  due  to  syphilis. — 
Summary. 

In  a  quiet  unostentatious  way  Brandy  celebrated  his  sixtieth 
birthday  a  few  days  ago.  For  energy  and  activity  in  the  cause  of 
eclecticism  he  can  still  give  the  young  men  points. 

If  a  hard-working  laborer  has  obesity,  it  is  probably  due  to  alcohol. 
— Summary. 


Papa  and  family  are  summering  at  Laurel  Beach.  He  is  looking 
well  and  contented. 
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Doctor  Louise  Fiske  Bryson,  of  5  West  56th  Street,  New  York 
City,  telephone,  Plaza  1268,  writes  that  there  is  a  fine  opening  for 
a  young  medical  man  of  good  character  in  a  well  known  sanitarium 
near  Xew  York,  where  a  young  doctor  who  is  willing  to  work  hard 
is  assured  of  steady  advancement.    Write  or  phone  the  doctor. 


Don't  believe  a  morphine  fiend  till  his  pupils  are  large. — Summary. 


Dean  Hardy  is  at  the  college  every  day  conferring  with  students. 
He  states  that  the  prospects  for  the  coming  year  are  excellent. 


Headaches  that  come  on  at  night  are  due  to  syphilis,  mania  or 
diabetes. — Summary. 


The  Admiral  is  taking  a  much  needed  rest.  He  certainly  worked 
hard  and  the  fruits  of  his  labors  will  be  of  lasting  benefit  to  eclec- 
ticism. 


The  active  ferment  bromelin  present  in  the  juice  of  the  raw  pine- 
apple, is  capable  of  digesting  ioo  times  its  weight  of  proteids  in  a  few 
hours,  and  is  active  in  both  acid  and  alkaline  media. — Summary. 


Our  hearts  are  full  of  sympathy  for  our  dear  Italian  friend  and 
co-worker  whose  great  bereavement  was  the  only  shadow  at  our 
Boston  meeting;  he  had  intended  to  take  active  part.  We  hope 
that  before  the  next  issue  we  may  record  the  safe  return  of  his 
little  one. 


You  know  that  a  child  gets  enough  to  eat,  if  it  sleeps  quietly  after 
nursing. — Summary. 


Book  reviews  have  been  crowded  from  this  issue. 

Our  building  has  been  newly  painted  and  everything  is  in  readi- 
ness for  the  new  class. 


Read  the  advertisements  carefully.  Write  the  advertisers  for 
samples  and  literature,  mentioning  the  Review. 


If  you  have  not  received  the  Catalogue  send  name  and  address 
to  Dean  Hardy,  239  East  14th  Street. 


The  Eclectic  Review 

Editor:  G.       BOSKOWITZ,  M,  D, 
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Hints  and  Winnowings. 

It  is  stated  by  the  National  x\ssociation  for  the  Study  and  Pre- 
vention of  Tuberculosis  that  more  than  $15,000,000  is  annually  paid 
by  the  American  people  for  fake  "consumption  cures,"  and  that 
many  of  the  purchasers  of  these  preparations  are  permanently  in- 
jured by  their  use.  More  than  $3,000,000  is  annually  expended  in 
advertising  this  lot  of  pernicious  dope.  In  a  bulletin  issued  by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  a  large  part  of  the  advertised  "con- 
sumption cures"  are  analyzed  and  condemned  as  not  only  worthless, 
but  in  many  cases  positively  harmful.  Nearly  all  of  them  contain 
habit-forming  drugs. 

In  New  Orleans  the  courts  seem  to  give  it  good  and  plenty  to 
quacks  who  use  the  United  States  mails  for  fraudulent  purposes. 
As  a  fair  sample  of  the  action  of  these  legal  bodies  it  may  be  men- 
tioned that  on  a  recent  occasion  three  advertising  quacks  were 
brought  before  a  judge  w'ho  sentenced  one  of  them  to  serve  eigh- 
teen months  in  prison  and  to  pay  a  fine  of  $2,000.  The  second  "doc- 
tor" got  thirteen  months  in  prison  and  a  fine  of  $1,000.  On  looking 
over  the  third  "professor,"  the  judge  concluded  that  thirteen  months 
in  prison,  without  a  fine,  would  about  even  up  the  rascal's  account 
with  Uncle  Sam's  post-office  department. 

Mr.  Abraham  Flexner,  the  egotistical  editor  of  Bulletin  No.  IV 
of  the  Carnegie  Foundation  for  Teaching,  is  surely  getting  about 
all  that  is  justly  due  him  from  the  medical  press  of  this  country. 
As  a  sample  of  the  smaller  paragraphs  being  published  the  follow- 
ing from  the  New  York  State  Journal  is  in  nowise  lacking: 

"Mr.  Abraham  Flexner  is  evidently  of  the  opinion  that  his  Bul- 
letin is  the  last  word  on  -the  subject  of  medical  education,  and  he 
writes  in  a  style  of  insolent  self-sufficiency.  Each  chapter  and 
page  of  the  book  should  bear  the  legend,  'When  I  open  my  mouth 
let  no  dog  bark.'  Modesty  has  not  been  included  in  the  category 
of  his  virtues." 

"Remove  the  cause  and  nature  will  complete  the  cure."  This 
statement  sounds  good — very  good — but  how  often  is  it  possible  to 
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know  the  real  cause  of  a  pathological  condition?  Will  a  thorough 
understanding  of  all  that  has  been  positively  demonstrated  in  re- 
gard to  micro-organisms  and  the  germ  theory  of  disease  furnish  the 
required  knowledge?  Possibly;  but  even  if  we  concede  such  to  be 
the  case,  have  we  specifics  or  germicides  which  possess  the  power 
of  removing  or  destroying  the  offending  germs  without  at  the  same 
time  bringing  about  the  destruction  of  (or  at  least  an  injury  to) 
the  patient  we  seek  to  relieve  of  physical  disability?  We  certainly 
have  no  such  specifics,  with,  perhaps,  the  exception  of  quinine.  We 
have,  however,  specifics  for  the  manifestations  of  disease,  and  it  is 
nearly  always  possible  for  us  to  recognize  the  language  of  disease — 
the  symptoms  and  disease  expressions — and  use  these  expressions 
as  indications  for  the  needed  medication,  and  in  this  way  change  an 
abnormal  state  to  one  of  health. 

Instances  are  not  numerous  in  which  many  months  of  suffer- 
ing result  from  the  pranks  of  a  frog,  but  a  case  recently  reported 
shows  that  such  discomfort  is  within  the  range  of  possibility.  It 
seems  that  a  woman  had  been  treated  many  months  by  many  physi- 
cians for  what  was  supposed  to  be  a  severe  case  of  gastritis,  but  the 
expulsion  of  a  frog  from  her  stomach  made  the  case  clear,  and  the 
patient  soon  recovered  from  her  affliction.  The  intruder  was  of  a 
brownish-yellow  in  color,  and  was  about  two  inches  long.  It  was  a 
very  lively  specimen,  and  quickly  demonstrated  its  kinship  with  its 
brothers  and  sisters  of  ponds  by  giving  a  series  of  energetic  leaps. 
As  a  frog  story  this  is  the  greatest  ever.  But,  then,  it  is  explained 
that  the  woman  had  been  in  the  habit  of  drinking  from  a  spring  on 
a  farm,  and  that  she  probably  swallowed  a  frog's  egg  which  hatched 
and  developed  to  nearly  normal  size  in  her  stomach. 

In  an  article  on  the  "Faith  That  Heals,"  published  in  the  British 
Medical  Journal,  Dr.  William  Osier  points  to  the  methods  of 
"Christian  Scientists"  as  a  hopeful  indication^  and  gives  another 
demonstration  of  the  fact  that  a  man  may  become  a  great  pathol- 
ogist, and  still  possess  very  little  of  the  knowledge  absolutely  nec- 
essary to  make  a  competent  practitioner  of  medicine. 

That  all  experiments  with  electricity  should  be  conducted  with 
much  caution  was  further  evidenced  a  short  time  since,  when  a  man 
in  Ohio,  in  attempting  to  kill  a  "pinching  bug"  by  administering  a 
shock,  instantly  electrocuted  himeslf. 

Cases  have,  been  numerous  in  which  pelvic  hemorrhage  was 
controlled  by  compression  of  the  abdominal  aorta. 

^        '    J.  W.  F. 

Troubles  of  the  Octopus. 

The  bill  consolidating  practically  all  the  health  functions  of  the 
State,  and  National  governments  of  this  country,  introduced  in 
Congress  by  request  of  the  Chicago  old  school  machine,  has  finally 
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been  abandoned  by  its  sponsor,  Congressman  Mann.  He  says  that 
he  has  discovered  that  the  doctors  are  not  all  in  favor  of  the  bill, 
and  that  he  has  been  greatly  impressed  by  the  character  of  the  op- 
position to  it.  He  now  thinks  it  fully  as  strong  as  that  presented 
against  the  Owen  bill,  creating  a  department  of  health.  The  ma- 
chine is  urging  Mr.  Mann  to  stand  by  it,  but  there  is  very  little 
prospect  of  his  doing  so,  especially  as  he  has  recently  had  his  ears 
to  the  ground  in  his  own  Congressional  district,  where  it  will  not 
do  to  lose  even  a  small  number  of  votes. 

It  is  understood,  however,  that  Mr.  Mann  proposes  to  introduce 
a  bill  along  conservative  lines  at  the  next  session  of  Congress.  He 
says  that  his  new  bill  will  simply  provide  for  having  the  present 
agencies  of  the  Marine  Hospital  Service  and  the  Bureau  of  Chem- 
istry make  investigations  of  epidemics,  water  pollution  and  other 
broad  matters  of  hygiene,  and  issue  bulletins  for  the  information  oi 
the  public,  regularly,  as  is  now  done  by  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture for  farmers.  This  sounds  right  enough,  and  yet  many 
"jokers"  have  been  found  in  apparently  innocent  legislation.  It 
will,  therefore,  do  no  harm  to  carefully  examine  all  of  Mr.  Mann's 
future  efforts  to  secure  medical  legislation.  The  important  point, 
however,  at  the  present  writing  is  the  fact  that  Mr.  Mann  has  now 
abandoned  the  Chicago  medical  machine  to  its  own  resources.  Pos- 
sibly Senator  Owen  will  also  get  his  ears  to  the  ground  before  elec- 
tion time. 

While  the  Mann  bill  is  quite  pleasing  to  the  medical  machine, 
the  Owen  bill,  in  the  opinion  of  the  medical  schemers,  is  truly  ideal, 
for  if  adopted  it  would  create  a  medical  trust  and  place  everything 
medical  under  the  control  of  the  Chicago  octopus.  So  anxious  are 
these  schemers  to  create  a  sentiment  in  its  favor  that  they  have 
even  sent  paid  lobbyists  to  State  conventions  to  work  for  a  plank 
urging  the  passage  of  the  Owen  bill.  In  regard  to  the  present 
prospects  of  this  bill  becoming  a  law  the  Washington  correspond- 
ent of  the  St.  Louis  Star  writes  to  his  paper  as  follows : 

"Those  who  favor  or  oppose  the  establishment  of  a  Department 
of  Health  need  give  themselves  no  further  concern  in  the  matter. 
It  will  not  be  established,  not  only  for  'good  and  sufficient  reasons,' 
but  for  the  further  important  reason  that  it  will  not  get  votes 
enough. 

"It  is  like  this :  There  is  now  a  public  health  and  marine  hos- 
pital service  going  as  far  as  the  general  movement  can  in  the  mat- 
ter of  health  preservation,  in  view  of  the  reserved  police  powers  of 
the  several  States. 

"This  service  has  been  doing  good  work  for  years  and  years, 
and  as  constitutional  limitations  grow  more  elastic  it  has  branched 
out  and  at  present  is  doing  all  that  a  department  could  do  if  its 
head  had  a  seat  at  the  Cabinet  table. 
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"The  administration  knows  this.  Congress  knows  it,  and  about 
the  only  people  who  didn't  know  it  were  the  promoters  of  the  health 
department  movement.  Meanwhile  certain  schools  of  medicine,  and 
others,  have  rushed  forward  with  protests  which  would  kill  any 
proposed  measure." 

The  correspondent  of  the  Star  is  a  man  who  has  spent  many 
years  in  Washington  in  observing  national  events,  and  his  opinion 
is,  therefore,  valuable. 

J.  W.  F. 


Anterior  Poliomyelitis — Infantile  Paralysis. 

This  disease  has  occurred  with  unusual  frequency  during  the 
present  summer  in  New  York  City,  Washington,  D.  C,  Springfield, 
Mass.,  some  parts  of  Pennsylvania  and  Iowa,  and  at  least  eighteen 
cases  have  been  found  in  Connecticut.  The  disease  is  very  danger- 
ous, not  only  on  account  of  its  great  mortality,  but  also  owing  to 
the  fact  that  a  very  large  percentage  of  its  victims  are  liable  to 
remain  in  a  more  or  less  crippled  condition.  Poliomyelitis  attacks 
infants  and  children  during  the  summer  months,  at  least  one-half 
of  the  cases  occurring  in  children  under  three  years  of  age.  While 
the  disease  is  peculiar  to  infants  and  children,  adults  are  not  always 
exempt  from  its  attacks. 

The  cause  of  infantile  paralysis  is  not  well  understood,  as  no 
micro-organism  peculiar  to  the  disease  has  yet  been  discovered. 
The  study,  however,  of  past  epidemics,  as  well  as  the  scientific  study 
now  in  progress,  leaves  little  doubt  that  the  disease  is  infectious 
and  contagious.  It  is  thought  by  the  most  experienced  investi- 
gators that  the  nose  and  pharynx  are  the  first  to  retain  the  germs 
of  the  disease.  All  cases  should  be  isolated  for  at  least  four  weeks. 
Cases  that  are  mild  and  continue  but  a  few  days  are  just  as  liable 
to  convey  the  infection,  and  should  be  isolated  for  the  full  period. 
In  the  management  of  infantile  paralysis  it  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance that  every  possible  means  be  taken  to  prevent  other  chil- 
dren from  contracting  the  disease,  and  on  the  death  or  recovery  of 
a  patient  the  apartments  occupied  by  such  person  should  be  fumi- 
gated and  disinfected.  A  physician  on  taking  charge  of  a  case  of 
this  dangerous  disease  should  fully  explain  to  the  family  the  danger 
that  may  come,  not  only  to  themselves,  but  to  others,  if  they  dis- 
regard the  directions  given  them. 

In  an  editorial  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  Dr.  W.  E.  Fitch, 
editor  of  Pediatrics,  reviews  the  condition  of  this  important  subject, 
and  in  part  says  : 

"The  medical  profession  of  to-day  has  the  task  of  creating  a 
new  literature  upon  the  subject  of  infantile  poliomyelitis. 

"During  the  last  few  years  there  have  occurred  several  epi- 
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demies  in  various  parts  of  the  world,  and  our  own  country,  the 
United  States,  had  a  little  more  than  one-half  of  the  reported  cases. 

"As  yet  there  is  no  special  treatment  nor  any  intelligent  means 
of  prevention.  The  severity  and  fatality  of  poliomyelitis  fluctuate 
widely  in  different  epidemics,  and  its  effects  are  always  so  dis- 
astrous as  to  make  it  of  the  gravest  importance  to  the  profession. 
It  is  one  of  the  gravest  infectious  diseases  and  beyond  question  on 
the  increase.  The  mortality  ranges  from  eight  to  fifteen  per  cent. 
Of  the  cases  that  ultimately  survive  more  than  eighty  per  cent,  are 
permanently  paralyzed  and  remain  cripples  for  life." 

The  treatment  of  infantile  paralysis  has  up  to  the  present  time 
proved  very  unsatisfactory.  A  case  which  came  under  the  care  of 
the  writer  two  years  ago  was  treated  in  accordance  with  the  spe- 
cific indications  for  remedies,  with  antiseptic  precautions.  The  pa- 
tient— a  girl  of  about  three  years  of  age — recovered,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  slight  paralysis  of  the  right  hip,  in  four  weeks.  The 
paralysis  finally  yielded  to  treatment,  and  the  child  is  now  ap- 
parently in  perfect  health. 

J.  W.  F. 


To  the  Eclectics  in  Illinois. 

We  hope  that  every  eclectic  in  Illinois  has  carefully  read  Doctor 
Farnum's  letter  of  Aug.  20th  and  will  answer  it  and  that  promptly. 

The  letter  is  a  plain,  straightforward  statement  of  the  condition  of 
affairs  in  Illinois  and  most  of  the  members  throughout  the  State  have 
not  until  now  really  understood  the  situation.  Now  that  it  has  been  so 
plainly  put  before  them  the  national  and  eclectics  generally  have  every 
reason  to  believe  that  eclectics  in  Illinois  will  favor  the  maintaining  of 
the  individuality  of  the  eclectic  school  of  medicine,  become  an  auxiliary 
of  the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association  and  will  establish  in  Chi- 
cago an  Eclectic  Medical  College. 


Original  Articles  \ 

Commencement  Address. 

BY  J.  THORNTON  SIBLEY,  A.   M.,  M.  D. 

Mr.  President  and  Members  of  the  Graduating  Class : 

The  honor  of  addressing  such  an  audience  on  such  an  occasion, 
amid  such  magnificent  and  inspiring  surroundings,  is  one  of  which  any 
speaker  might  be  proud ;  and  the  consciousness  of  my  position  fills  my 
head  with  the  most  pleasing  emotions,  and  my  mind  with  a  keen  sense 
of  my  responsibility.    I  have  never  undertaken  a  task  more  cheer- 
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fully,  and  when  I  shall  have  finished  I  hope  that  I  will  not  be  con- 
sidered less  interesting  than  those  who  have  enjoyed  this  honor  in 
the  days  gone  by. 

It  does  seem  to  me,  my  young  friends,  that  after  having  sat 
and  listened  to  half  a  dozen  lectures  a  day  for  a  period  of  four  col- 
lege years,  you  have  earned  an  exemption  from  any  further  persecu- 
tion, and  that  you  should  be  excused  from  any  further  duties  in 
this  direction ;  but  the  powers  that  be  have  ordained  that  you  shall 
be  lectured  to  just  once  more,  and  I  have  been  chosen  to  take  the 
last  whack  at  you. 

I  will  take  it  for  granted  that  you  know  all  about  Suggestive 
Therapeutics,  and  that  you  do  not  need  any  more  instruction  on 
that  subject,  and  I  will  therefore  talk  to  you  along  other  lines.  It 
is  my  purpose  this  evening  to  call  your  attention  to  some  of  the 
problems  of  life  that  you  will  be  called  upon  to  solve,  to  encourage 
you  and  to  give  you  some  advice.  Giving  advice  is  one  of  the 
easiest  things  in  the  world  to  do;  it  costs  the  giver  nothing,  and 
his  stock  never  grows  less,  no  matter  how  much  he  gives  away. 
Taking  advice  is  quite  a  different  thing.  If  we  were  as  proud  to 
take  advice  as  we  are  to  give  it,  we  would  profit  more  frequently 
by  it.  It  is  not  always  an  easy  thing  to  do,  to  sit  still,  look  pleasant,, 
and  take  a  lot  of  advice.  Just  now  I  have  the  advantage  of  you, 
for  I  see  no  way  for  you  to  escape,  and  there  is  nothing  for  you  to 
do  but  to  make  the  best  of  the  situation  and  complacently  take  your 
medicine.  As  I  am  not  a  Homeopath,  I  cannot  promise  to  give 
you  your  dose  in  highly  attenuated  form ;  but  I  will  promise  to  sugar- 
coat  it  as  much  as  I  can. 

You  will  find  that  at  every  stage  of  life  you  will  be  confronted 
with  certain  responsibilities  and  obligations.  Meeting  these  re- 
sponsibilities properly,  and  carrying  out  conscientiously  these  ob- 
ligations, will  embrace  most  of  the  great  problems  of  life,  with 
which  you  will  have  to  deal.  We  sometimes  think  that  life  would 
be  much  more  enjoyable  if  these  responsibilities  and  obligations 
could  be  evaded.  Never  was  a  greater  mistake  made.  These  are 
the  things  that  mature  and  develop  us,  just  as  muscular  exercise 
develops  the  physical  system  and  fits  us  for  contests  that  require 
strength  and  skill ;  or  as  mental  gymnastics  develops  the  reasoning 
faculties,  and  fits  us  for  brain  contests  that  are  sure  to  be  ours  if  we 
aspire  to  anything  beyond  the  level  of  mediocrity.  The  man  or 
woman  who  is  entirely  exempt  from  these  responsibilities  and  ob- 
ligations is  handicapped  in  the  race  of  life,  and  has  no  more  chance 
to  win  than  the  athlete  who  'has  neglected  his  training,  and  gone  into 
the  contest  with  muscles  soft  and  nerves  unstrung,  and  pitted  against 
one  who  has  properly  prepared  himself,  so  that  his  muscles  are  firm 
and  strong,  his  mind  good  and  his  mental  faculties  sharp  and  alert, 
and  ready  for  any  strain.    If  we  would  grow  and  mature,  if  we 
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would  be  what  nature  intended  that  we  should  be,  we  cannot  side- 
step the  issue.  We  must  face  these  responsibilities  and  obligations 
with  a  keen  resolve  to  exert  our  best  efforts  to  meet  them  properly. 

"If  you  could  cast  away  the  pain, 

The  sorrows  and  .the  tears ; 
And  let  the  joys  alone  remain 

From  all  departed  years ; 
If  you  could  quite  forget  the  sighs 

And  recollect  the  song, 
What  think  you ;  would  you  be  as  wise, 

As  helpful  or  as  strong? 

"If  you  could  lay  the  burden  down, 

That  bows  your  head  at  whiles; 
Shun  everything  that  wears  a  frown, 

And  live  a  life  of  smiles; 
Be  happy  as  a  child  again, 

As  free  from  thoughts  of  care, 
Would  you  appear  to  other  men 

More  noble,  or  more  fair? 

"Ah,  no;  a  man  should  do  his  part, 

And  carry  all  his  load ; 
Rejoiced  to  share  with  every  heart 

The  roughness  of  the  road ; 
Not  given  to  thinking  over  much 

Of  pains  and  griefs  behind; 
But  glad  to  be  in  fullest  touch 

With  all  his  human  kind." 

In  meeting  and  mastering  the  great  problems  of  life,  let  me 
suggest  that  you  cultivate  the  subjective  side  of  your  nature;  for 
if  you  suppress  this,  always  being  analytical,  seeing  and  feeling 
everything  through  the  objective  faculties  only,  you  will  become 
one-sided  in  your  development,  and  miss  much  of  the  real  pleasure 
of  life.  Do  not  cultivate  the  subjective  to  the  exclusion  of  the  ob- 
jective; for  unbridled  subjectivity  means  a  mind  too  free  from  care, 
and  a  nature  too  impractical  for  meeting  the  great  material  prob- 
lems that  constantly  confront  us.  The  two  should  be  developed  in 
unison.  In  developing  the  subjective  you  will  in  all  probability  get 
a  hobby  of  some  kind.  For  the  professional  man,  nothing  is  better 
than  a  hobby;  for  it  makes  him  forget  for  a  time  the  responsibilities 
and  cares  of  his  calling,  conserves  his  strength,  makes  him  more 
buoyant  and  better  fitted  for  his  work.  The  man  who  possesses  the 
greatest  powers  of  concentration  is  usually  he  who  possesses  the 
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greatest  powers  of  relaxation;  and  the  hardest  workers  and  most 
successful  men  are  usually  those  who  thoroughly  enjoy  a  diversion, 
and  who  put  the  same  amount  of  energy  into  their  play  that  they 
put  into  their  work.  Many  professional  men  have  gone  to  untimely 
graves  through  the  mistaken  idea  that  uninterrupted  serious  con- 
centration is  necessary  to  success.  There  is  in  every  human  being 
a  streak  of  the  aborigine;  a  trait  of  character  that  abhors  forms  and 
ceremony,  which  delights  to  revel  in  the  natural  and  unsophisticated 
and  which  demands  vent  in  some  form  of  activity  where  the  animal 
nature  may  for  a  time  rule  supreme;  and  if  you  suppress  it,  you 
do  so  at  the  sacrifice  of  health  and  happiness. 

The  problem  of  life  is  the  most  important  that  has  engrossed 
the  study  of  man,  and  in  spite  of  all  the  lessons  we  have  learned,  in 
spite  of  all  our  experience  and  knowledge,  it  is  the  same  old  prob- 
lem that  it  was  in  the  centuries  gone  by.  The  disquisitions  of  biol- 
ogists and  metaphysicians  spun  out  to  interminable  lengths  in 
their  theorizing  and  philosophizing  have  done  but  little,  and  the 
problem  is  ours  to-day  as  it  was  the  problem  of  our  progenitors. 
Progress  and  improvement  are  the  order  of  the  day,  and  never  in 
the  world's  history  was  there  ever  so  much  progress  made  as  there 
has  been  in  the  years  just  gone;  but  with  all  our  seeming  advan- 
tages, with  all  the  help  of  modern  invention  and  discovery,  the  path 
of  life  was  never  more  thorny,  never  more  precipitous,  competition 
was  never  so  keen,  and  never  did  success  in  life  demand  for  its  at- 
tainment such  intellectual  and  physical  development.  The  prime 
object  of  our  every  endeavor  in  life  is  to  secure  happiness;  yet  it 
must  be  confessed  that  success  does  not  always  bring  the  happiness 
we  expected.  If  we  consider  the  true  nature  of  happiness,  we  come 
to  know  that  it  does  not  consist  alone  in  the  gratification  of  de- 
sires, or  in  freedom  from  anxiety  and  responsibility.  Many  persons 
anxiously  look  forward  to  an  ideal  state  of  repose,  which  in  con- 
templation seems  to  be  the  very  acme  of  human  bliss,  but  which 
when  found  usually  proves  more  irksome  and  intolerable  than  all 
the  toils  and  cares  of  active  life.  A  state  of  constant  and  full 
fruition  would  soon  induce  a  state  of  inertia  that  would  be  deplor- 
able indeed.  Action  is  the  natural  state  of  man ;  and  life  is  but  the 
scene  for  the  exercise  of  the  powers  of  the  mind  and  the  engage- 
ments of  the  heart,  and  whether  we  attain  the  object  of  our  desire 
or  not,  whether  it  fades  and  withers  when  acquired,  the  pleasure  of 
pursuit  more  than  compensates  for  our  endeavors;  for  hope  is  al- 
ways ours.  She  is  a  charming  but  deceitful  siren,  who  is  ever 
beckoning  us  toward  a  goal  that  we  cannot  reach ;  but  she  sheds 
a  sweet  fragrance  o'er  the  path  of  life,  and  in  her  phantasmagoric 
shadows  we  can  discern  a  nucleus  of  reality,  a  beacon  light  of  in- 
spiration and  encouragement.  In  your  search  for  happiness  culti- 
vate a  buoyant,  exalted  disposition,   for  this  counts   for  more  than 
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money  and  estates.  Above  all  things  do  not  be  a  pessimist,  who, 
when  not  dwelling  upon  the  troubles  of  the  past,  is  assiduously- 
planning  trouble  for  the  future;  and  who  not  only  makes  his  own 
success  in  life  uncertain,  but  so  poisons  the  atmosphere  about  him, 
that  others  are  caught  in  its  blighting  embrace  and  rendered  unfit 
for  the  exercise  of  the  best  powers  that  are  in  them.  When  the  die 
is  cast,  when  the  bridges  are  burned,  make  the  best  of  the  situation, 
apply  yourself  more  assiduously  than  ever,  and  never  permit  the 
mind  to  fretfully  dwell  upon  what  might  have  been. 

A  few  years  ago  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  the  graduating 
class  on  the  occasion  of  the  annual  commencement;  and  while  the 
class  was  a  good  one,  one  of  the  best  the  college  ever  turned  out, 
it  was  lacking  in  one  important  respect:  there  were  no  ladies  in  its  1 
membership.  I  expressed  my  disapprobation  at  the  time,  and  re- 
gretted so  grave  an  oversight.  I  am  glad  to  notice  that  in  this  class 
the  defect  has  been  remedied,  and  that  there  is  a  young  lady  in  its 
membership,  who,  judging  from  the  manner  in  which  she  has  ac- 
quitted herself  in  her  college  course,  and  considering  her  charm- 
ing personality,  will,  we  feel  quite  sure,  do  her  share  to  sus- 
tain the  excellent  standard  set  up  by  her  sisters  who  have  gone 
out  ahead  of  her.  This  college  is  and  ought  to  be  proud  of  its 
women  graduates.  They  have  always  upheld  the  banner  of  Eclec- 
ticism with  no  unsteady  hand;  and  whenever  and  wherever  the 
cause  of  liberal  medicine  has  needed  a  champion,  they  have  promptly 
responded  to  the  call.  But  the  obligation  is  not  all  in  one  direc- 
tion. The  women  that  have  gone  out  from  our  college  owe  it 
a  debt  of  gratitude.  Xot  so  much  for  the  training  and  prepara- 
tion it  gave  them,  enabling  them  to  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder 
with  other  physicians  at  all  times,  as  for  having  blazed  the  way 
for  the  woman  doctor;  our  college  being  the  first  in  the  State,  if 
not  the  first  in  the  land,  to  open  its  doors  to  women  on  an  equal 
footing  with  men.  The  success  of  our  women  graduates  has 
silenced  the  tongues  of  those  who  declared  that  woman  is  out  of 
place  in  the  practice  of  medicine.  They  have  demonstrated  that 
a  woman  can  be  a  merciful  and  popular  doctor,  and  at  the  same 
time  lose  none  of  her  womanly  charm.  I  am  not  yet  converted 
to  the  doctrine  of  woman  suffrage,  I  do  not  believe  that  every 
avenue  of  human  endeavor  open  to  men  should  be  open  to  women, 
but  I  do  believe  that  there  are  many  fields  of  activity  in  which 
men  have  labored  to  the  exclusion  of  women,  either  through  a 
mistaken  idea  of  woman's  fitness  or  through  fear  of  the  stinging 
tongue  of  Mrs.  Grundy,  where  women  would  succeed  and  do  as  well 
as  men.   This  is  particularly  true  of  the  practice  of  medicine. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  study  and  practice  of  medicine 
destroys  a  woman's  femininity  and  makes  her  assume  the  coarser 
and  less  refined  attributes  of  men.    Those  who  make  this  argument 
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are  not  familiar  with  women  physicians.  If  a  woman  who  practices 
medicine  loses  her  womanly  characteristics,  it  is  not  because  she 
is  a  doctor.  You  may  take  the  women  who  have  graduated  from 
our  college,  scattered  throughout  the  city  and  in  other  sections, 
to-day  cultured,  scientific  and  popular  physicians,  and  compare  them 
with  an  equal  number  of  women  from  any  part  of  the  land,  from  any 
stratum  of  society,  and  for  gentleness  of  manner,  for  feminine 
grace  and  charm,  for  all  that  which  goes  to  make  woman  lovely 
and  esteemed,  they  will  not  suffer  one  particle  by  such  comparison. 
There  are  some  vocations  in  which  woman  is  out  of  place,  and 
Where  she  cannot  work,  except  at  the  sacrifice  of  her  womanly 
qualities.  Anything  that  destroys  her  feminality  destroys  her 
charm,  and  that  which  destroys  her  charm,  destroys  in  a  large 
measure  her  usefulness.  Let  me  urge  upon  you  to  be  true  to  you 
profession,  true  to  Eclecticism,  true  to  your  Alma  Mater ;  and  take 
this  thought  to  your  heart  and  cherish  it:  when  you  shall  have 
received  your  diploma  and  your  license,  when  you  shall  have 
consummated  all  your  plans  to  begin  the  practice  of  medicine, 
when  you  shall  have  asked  the  sick  and  sorrowing  to  place  them- 
selves in  your  hands,  you  will  have  assumed  a  position  of  the  gravest 
responsibility,  you  will  have  entered  into  a  solemn  compact  with 
God  himself;  for  all  humankind  are  His  children,  and  in  serving 
them  you  honor  Him.  Your  preparation  is  better  than  that  which 
you  could  have  received  in  any  other  medical  college  in  the  State, 
a  State  whose  standard  is  the  highest  in  the  country.  A  diploma 
from  a  New  York  medical  college  and  a  license  to  practice  in  the 
State,  is  a  guarantee  of  fitness,  and  means  attainment  of  the  high- 
est order.  Our  college  has  everything  that  the  other  medical  col- 
leges have,  besides  a  rational  system  of  therapeutics,  a  system  from 
which  in  late  years  our  old  school  friends  have  freely  pilfered 
to  their  advantage.  Our  system  of  therapeutics,  our  special  pride, 
has  been  the  natural  outgrowth  of  the  liberal  spirit  shown  by  the 
eclectic  pioneers ;  who,  breaking  the  shackles  of  medical  conserva- 
tism, inspired  by  the  demands  of  the  people  for  something  better 
than  a  system  of  medicine  that  had  undergone  practically  no 
chang;e  for  a  hundred  years,  and  suffering  abuse  and  ostracism  im- 
measurable, laid  the  foundation  of  the  only  common  sense  system 
of  therapeutics.  The  conservatism  of  the  medical  profession  in  the 
past  has  been  exceeded  only  by  its  intolerance.  The  road  to  medical 
progress  has  been  rough  and  austere.  Every  step  toward  medical 
reform  has  been  met  by  violent  opposition.  Let  me  instance  just  two 
cases  out  of  scores  that  might  be  mentioned. 

Suppose  you  should  take  from  the  up-to-date  physician  his 
clinical  thermometer  and  his  stethoscope :  would  you  expect  him 
to  be  able  to  make  an  accurate  and  scientific  diagnosis?  These 
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are  his  two  most  valuable  instruments,  as  much  to  him  as  the 
hammer  and  saw  to  the  carpenter,  the  pen  and  pencil  to  the  scribe. 
And  yet  after  De  Haen  had  invented  the  clinical  thermometer  and  used 
it  constantly  for  years  in  his  practice,  declaring  it  was  impossible  to 
accurately  determine  the  temperature  of  the  body  by  the  touch 
of  the  hand,  the  medical  profession  refused  to  have  anything  to  do 
with  it,  denounced  the  inventor,  as  Mesmer,  and  Harvey,  and  Ambrose 
Pare,  and  Thompson,  and  Beach  were  denounced;  and  for  more  than 
a  hundred  years  this  valuable  instrument  laid  fallow. 

When  Dr.  Elliotson,  of  London,  founder  and  for  many  years 
chief  head  of  the  University  College  Hospital,  introduced  psycho- 
therapy into  that  great  institution,  he  was  openly  denounced  by  his 
brother  physicians  as  a  fraud,  and  the  question  of  deposing  him  was 
seriously  considered.  He  might  have  escaped  the  wrath  and  in- 
justice that  was  meted  out  to  him  and  remained,  but  when  the 
additional  charge  of  having  used  a  stethoscope  on  his  patients  was 
made,  his  case  became  hopeless  and  he  was  removed  by  the  govern- 
ing board  at  the  instigation  of  men  who  were  so  stupid  and  nar- 
row that  they  could  not  comprehend  the  idea  that  there  was  any 
chance  to  improve  the  practice  of  medicine  as  they  found  it.  For 
years  and  years  no  one  seemed  bold  enough  to  face  the  profession 
and  advocate  the  use  of  the  stethoscope;  and  medical  conservatism 
gained  another  victory. 

Modern  liberal  thought  in  medical  matters  has  been  brought 
about  chiefly  through  the  success  of  eclectic  practitioners,  and 
the  graduates  from  our  college  stand  among  the  highest.  In  the 
eyes  of  the  law  of  the  State  our  college  is  just  as  good  as  any  other 
medical  college  in  the  State;  as  a  matter  of  fact  it  is  better;  and  the 
records,  of  our  making,  but  not  of  our  keeping,  open  to  anyone 
who  cares  to  examine  them,  prove  the  truthfulness  of  this  asser- 
tion. In  the  past  ten  years,  we  have  not  had  a  single  applicant 
for  a  license  fail  before  the  State  board,  and  when  the  character 
of  the  examinations  are  considered,  this  is  a  remarkable  showing. 
There  may  be  some  other  medical  college  in  the  State  with  a 
record  as  good,  but  there  is  not  one  wTith  a  record  any  better. 

Success  in  medicine,  like  success  elsewhere,  is  usually  meas- 
ured by  the  amount  of  determination  and  perseverance  we  put 
into  our  work.  Cultivate  these  most  assiduously.  Let  the  life  of 
Columbus  be  a  lesson  to  you.  Baffled  at  every  step  in  his  efforts 
to  secure  means  to  carry  out  his  long-cherished  plans,  he  never 
faltered,  never  lost  hope  in  the  face  of  every  discouragement,  was 
indifferent  to  the  sneers  of  those  who  thought  him  wild  and  vision- 
ary, and  kept  stolidly  at  his  purpose  till  it  was  accomplished.  One 
rebuff  only  gave  him  strength  to  stand  the  next,  failures  only  made 
him  more  persistent,  and  nothing  could  turn  him  from  his  deter- 
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mination.  He  started  on  his  long  journey  with  buoyant  heart, 
and  confident  of  success.  And  when  day  after  day,  week  after  week 
passed  by  with  no  land  in  sight,  his  men  on  the  verge  of  mutiny, 
his  provisions  becoming  rapidly  exhausted,  never  once  did  he 
hearken  to  the  importunities  of  his  men  to  turn  back,  and  at  every 
suggestion  of  giving  up  the  enterprise,  he  said  "Sail  on."  Above 
him  the  sun  by  day,  the  stars  by  night;  around  him  naught  but 
the  watery  waste. 

Behind  him  lay  the  gray  Azores ; 

Behind  the  gates  of  Hercules. 
Before  him  not  a  ghost  of  shores ; 

Before  him  only  shoreless  seas. 
The  good  mate  said,  now  must  we  pray ; 

For  lo !  the  very  stars  are  gone. 
Good  Admiral,  speak,  what  shall  I  say? 

Why,  say :  Sail  on,  sail  on  and  on. 

My  men  grow  mutinous  day  by  day; 

My  men  grow  ghastly,  wan  and  weak. 
The  stout  mate  thought  of  home ;  a  spray 

Of  salt  wave  marked  his  swarthy  cheek. 
Good  Admiral,  speak,  what  shall  I  say 

If  we  sight  naught  but  seas  at  dawn? 
Why,  you  shall  say  at  break  of  day : 

Sail  on,  sail  on,  sail  on  and  on. 

They  sailed  and  sailed  as  winds  might  blow, 

Until  at  last  the  blanched  mate  said : 
Why  now,  not  even  God  would  know 

If  I  and  all  my  men  fell  dead. 
These  very  winds  forget  their  way; 

For  God  from  these  dread  seas  is  gone. 
Good  Admiral,  speak,  what  shall  I  say? 

Why,  sail,  sail  on,  sail  on  and  on. 

Then  pale  and  worn  he  kept  his  deck, 

And  peered  through  darkness.    Oh,  that  night 
Of  all  dark  nights;  and  then  a  speck; 

A  light,  a  light,  a  light,  a  light. 
It  grew ;  a  starlit  flag  unfurled. 

It  grew  to  be  Time's  burst  of  dawn. 
He  gained  a  world ;  he  gave  the  world 

Its  grandest  lesson :  On,  sail  on. 
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Placenta  Praevia. 

BY  M.  V.   HAZEN,  M.  D. 

Read  at  the  1910  Meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Placenta  praevia  is  that  condition  where  the  placenta  is  situ- 
ated partly  or  completely  over  the  inner  os  uteri. 

There  are  two  forms,  viz. :  placenta  centralis  and  placenta 
lateralis.  Placenta  centralis  or  complete  placenta  praevia  is  where 
the  center  of  the  placenta  corresponds  to  the  center  of  the  inner 
os  uteri.  Placenta  lateralis  or  partial  placenta  praevia  is  where 
an  edge  of  the  placenta  is  over  the  os  uteri.  The  former  is  the  more 
dangerous. 

It  was  formerly  supposed  that  some  accident  caused  the  placenta 
to  be  dislocated  and  by  gravity  to  become  lodged  at  the  inner  os  uteri, 
but  now  it  is  known  that  it  first  becomes  attached  at  the  inner  os  and 
develops  at  this  location. 

The  first  symptom  to  be  observed  by  the  patient  is  a  sudden 
hemorrhage  occurring  anywThere  from  the  sixth  month  of  preg- 
nancy to  full  term,  as  it  is  at  this  time  that  the  neck  of  the  uterus 
begins  to  develop.  The  hemorrhage  occurs  without  any  apparent 
cause,  which  soon  ceases  when  she  reclines.  The  first  hemorrhage 
may  be  slight  and  the  patient  thinks  she  is  all  right,  when  in  a 
few  days  or  as  soon  as  the  cervix  develops  more  she  notices  an- 
other hemorrhage  more  severe  than  the  former  one,  and  so  it  keeps 
on  until  labor  is  ushered  in.  When  labor  comes  on  and  each  pain 
increases  the  hemorrhage,  placenta  praevia  is  to  be  suspected  and 
an  examination  should  be  made  and  if  possible  the  cause  deter- 
mined. Care  must  be  used  not  to  use  force  or  remove  the  coagula 
as  this  may  increase  the  hemorrhage.  The  placenta  may  be  recog- 
nized by  its  soft,  fleshy,  and  fibrous  sensation,  and  is  distinguished 
from  coagula  by  not  being  easily  broken  down.  Coagula  may  be 
covering  the  surface  of  the  placenta,  when  care  should  be  used  and 
the  coagula  loosened  so  as  to  detect  the  placenta.  By  passing 
the  finger  around  the  os  uteri  one  is  able  to  tell  whether  it  is  partly 
or  completely  covering  the  os. 

Treatment. 

The  treatment  depends  upon  the  period  when  the  practitioner 
is  called,  the  conditions  existing  at  that  time,  and  whether  it  is 
complete  or  partial.  If  the  hemorrhages  are  not  copious  the 
measures  to  be  resorted  to  are  rest  in  bed  and  perfect  quiet.  Cin- 
namon, Black  Haw,  etc.,  may  be  given  internally  to  help  relieve 
the  hemorrhage.  The  bowels  are  to  be  kept  open  by  using  mild 
cathartics,  as  an  undue  amount  of  straining  is  liable  to  start  or 
increase  the  hemorrhage.  The  patient  should  be  told,  as  soon  as 
the  condition  is  suspected,  that  the  hemorrhages  are  liable  to  return 
and  that  the  physician  should  be  sent  for  at  once. 
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If  the  practitioner  is  not  called  until  the  time  of  labor  and 
obtains  a  history  of  hemorrhages  for  several  weeks  previous,  he 
should  be  suspicious  of  placenta  praevia,  and  if  upon  examination 
he  confirms  his  suspicions,  the  friends  of  the  family  should  be 
informed  of  the  existing  condition  and  its  dangers. 

If  the  os  is  soft  and  dilatable,  he  should  apply  ligatures  to  the 
inferior  extremities,  which  serve  as  a  reserve  to  be  admitted  into  the 
circulation  as  soon  as  the  danger  is  past,  and  proceed  to  deliver  as 
soon  as  possible.  Do  not  try  to  deliver  while  the  os  is  hard  and 
unyielding,  unless  the  hemorrhage  is  very  copious  and  alarming, 
as  much  injury  is  liable  to  be  done.  When  the  practitioner  can  get 
one  or  two  fingers  into  the  os  and  it  is  dilatable,  he  should  proceed 
carefully  with  his  dilation  until  three  and  four  fingers  and  finally 
the  entire  hand  can  be  passed  into  the  os.  The  placenta  is  to  oe 
freed  from  one  side,  if  attached,  so  as  to  allow  the  presenting  part 
to  engage.  If  the  hemorrhage  comes  on  or  is  severe  the  best 
procedure  is  to  grasp  the  child  by  the  feet  and  bring  them  into  the 
world  by  version,  thus  blocking  the  hemorrhage,  and  proceed  to  deliver 
as  speedily  as  is  warranted  with  the  case  in  hand.  Care  should  be 
used  not  to  deliver  too  speedily,  as  a  sudden  removal  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  uterus  might  produce  inertia  of  the  organ  or  a  fatal 
hemorrhage.  The  forceps  should  always  be  handy  to  be  used  if 
necessary  to  deliver  the  head. 

In  cases  where  the  head  is  the  presenting  part  the  practitioner 
may  be  able  to  elevate  the  loosened  edge  of  the  placenta  and  allow 
the  head  to  engage  and  labor  to  proceed  as  normally,  or  if  the 
hemorrhage  is  copious  and  the  os  properly  dilated  he  may  apply 
the  forceps  and  deliver  without  delay. 

A  Cesarean  section  may  be  justifiable,  depending  altogether 
upon  the  case  and  the  degree  of  attachment  of  the  placenta. 

It  has  been  my  misfortune  to  encounter  five  of  these  cases 
in  my  short  practice  of  three  and  one-half  years,  three  of  which 
were  placenta  praevia  centralis  and  two  placenta  praevia  lateralis. 

Case  I.  I  was  called  on  the  evening  of  April  23,  1908,  to 
see  a  Mrs.  R.,  age  35,  living  five  miles  in  the  country.  I  obtained 
a  history  of  hemorrhages  for  some  time  previous.  Upon  exami- 
nation a  diagnosis  of  placenta  praevia  centralis  was  made  and 
within  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  after  my  arrival  I  had  her  hus- 
band on  the  road  to  the  city  for  another  M.  D.  One  arrived 
in  due  season,  when  after  consultation  for  a  few  moments  we 
gave  her  thirty  gtt.  Specific  Ergot  and  1-30  Strychnine  hypo- 
dermatically.  The  doctor  called  in  gave  the  anaesthetic  and  the 
patient  was  placed  across  the  bed.  Enough  of  the  coagula  was 
lemoved  in  order  to  detect  the  placenta.  The  finger  was  passed 
entirely  around  the  os,  which  was  fairly  well  dilated,  but  was 
unable  to  loosen  an  edge   of  the   placenta   without   causing  an 
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alarming  hemorrhage.  In  this  case  I  was  obliged  to  pass  my  hand 
directly  through  the  center  of  the  placenta,  produce  version  and 
bring  the  child  into  the  world.  The  placenta  was  then  delivered. 
The  woman  died  an  hour  after  delivery,  I  think  as  much  from  the 
shock  of  version  as  from  the  loss  of  blood. 

Case  II.  On  March  16,  1909,  I  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  A.,  fifth 
pregnancy.  An  examination  revealed  a  case  of  placenta  praevia 
centralis.  Dr.  P.  was  called  at  once  and  confirmed  my  diagnosis. 
In  this  case  Ave  used  no  anaesthetic.  The  edge  of  the  placenta 
of  the  right  side  of  the  os  was  loosened,  and  pushed  upward,  which 
allowed  the  membrane  to  protrude,  and  after  several  severe  pains 
a  severe  hemorrhage  occurred.  I  immediately  thrust  my  hand 
into  the  uterus,  grasped  the  child  by  the  feet  and  turned,  delivering 
the  child  in  a  short  time.  The  woman  recovered  as  nicely,  follow- 
ing delivery,  as  any  normal  case. 

Case  III.  On  September  9,  1909,  called  to  see  a  Mrs.  W.,  fifth 
pregnancy.  Upon  examination  a  diagnosis  of  placenta  praevia 
centralis  was  made.  Two  allopathic  doctors  were  called  in  consulta- 
tion. As  I  had  had  two  other  cases  of  confinement  that  day  I  allowed 
them  to  do  the  work.  The  woman  lived  four  weeks  after  delivery 
and  died  from  "malaria,"  so  diagnosis  by  one  of  the  above  noted 
allopaths. 

Case  IV.  On  January  2,  19 10,  was  called  to  see  a  Mrs.  T. 
An  examination  revealed  a  case  of  placenta  praevia  lateralis.  By 
elevating  the  edge  of  the  placenta  the  head  dropped  into  position, 
blocked  the  hemorrhage,  and  delivery  proceeded  normally. 

Case  V.  On  April  4,  1910,  was  called  to  see  a  Mrs.  F.  Upon 
examination  I  found  the  os  to  be  unyielding.  Left  medicine  and 
returned  next  day,  when  upon  examination  the  os  was  found  to 
be  soft  and  dilatable  and  a  diagnosis  of  placenta  praevia  lateralis 
was  made.  After  producing  sufficient  dilation  the  edge  of  the 
placenta  was  elevated,  the  head  dropped  into  position  and  delivery 
proceeded  normally  as  in  former  case. 

Titusville,  Pa. 


Some  of  the  Fads  of  the  Medical  Profession  To-day. 

BY  C.  M.  EWING,  M.  D. 

Read  at  the  1910  Meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

In  attempting  to  describe  the  many  fads  of  the  medical  profession 
I  have  no  doubt  but  that  I  may  meet  with  considerable  opposition. 
I  will  not  attempt  to  go  into  a  general  detail  of  the  many  so  called 
new  theories  or  the  many  fads  that  might  be  mentioned  as  that 
would  take  up  too  much  of  your  valuable  time,  which  might  per- 
haps be  spent  in  a  much  more  profitable  way. 
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The  first  that  I  will  mention  will  be  tuberculosis  or  consump- 
tion, the  "White  Plague"  as  it  is  now  called.  Only  a  few  years  ago 
consumption  was  considered  entirely  hereditary,  and  it  was  argued 
that  no  person  could  have  consumption  unless  some  one  of  his  rela- 
tives had  previously  had  the  disease.  It  was  not  considered  con- 
tagious at  that  time,  and  until  they  adopted  the  great  cure  of  pure 
air,  and  milk  and  eggs,  they  did  not  change  their  opinion  in  regard 
to  its  being  contagious.  Now  they  argue  that  it  is  not  hereditary 
at  all,  but  is  entirely  contagious ;  so  much  so  that  I  have  heard  some 
physicians  say  that  they  would  rather  go  into  a  house  where  there 
was  a  case  of  smallpox  than  where  there  was  a  case  of  consump- 
tion. Now  I  am  just  old  fogy  enough  to  stick  to  the  old  theory 
that  it  is  hereditary  and  not  contagious,  and  that  pure  air  and  milk 
and  eggs  will  not  cure  the  disease.  I  have  great  faith  in  pure  air, 
and  believe  it  is  good  for  everybody  day  and  night,  but  do  not  be- 
lieve it  will  cure  a  case  of  regular  consumption  or  tuberculosis. 

My  experience  has  been  that  regular  tuberculosis  is  too  far 
advanced  before  any  prominent  symptoms  appear,  to  make  it  pos- 
sible to  do  very  much  with  either  pure  air  or  any  medication.  The 
symptom  is  a  severe  hemorrhage.  There  had  been  no  pain  in  the 
chest,  no  cough,  and  not  even  shortness  of  breath.  I  believe  if 
tuberculosis  is  ever  cured  it  will  have  to  be  done  with  some  remedy 
that  may  be  given  to  persons  suspected  of  inheriting  the  disease, 
before  any  hemorrhage  occurs  or  any  other  prominent  symptoms  take 
place.  I  believe  this  white  plague  idea  is  gotten  up  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  some  physicians  a  good  fat  job  at  the  expense  of  the  tax 
payers,  who  are  already  so  burdened  with  taxes  that  a  working- 
man  is  unable  to  own  a  property  on  account  of  keeping  these  high- 
toned  gentlemen  in  a  good  fat  position  at  the  expense  of  the  State. 

Charles  W.  Miller  in  delivering  a  lecture  a  few  days  ago  be- 
fore an  audience  in  the  State  of  Idaho  made  the  assertion  that  since 
the  crusade  against  tuberculosis  began  the  death  rate  in  that  State 
has  increased  120  per  cent.  He  gives  as  the  reason  for  this  large 
increase  that  the  people  have  become  frightened  over  the  great 
amount  of  notoriety  given  to  the  disease. 

The  second  fad  that  I  will  mention  is  appendicitis. 

In  this  disease  the  Surgeon  has  gotten  ahead  of  the  Almighty. 
They  say  that  the  appendix  is  of  no  use,  and  therefore  if  a  patient 
gets  a  pain  in  any  place  in  the  abdomen,  the  first  thing  they  do  is 
to  cut  him  open  and  whack  off  the  appendix  and  say  he  will  get 
along  better  without  it  than  with  it.  I  believe  it  to  be  a  disease 
that  can  be  cured  if  taken  in  time  and  treated  with  the  proper 
remedies.  I  am  satisfied  that  more  lives  can  be  saved  by  medical 
treatment  than  by  the  surgeon's  knife,  and  the  patient  will  feel 
better  after  having  been  treated  with  medicine  than  with  the  knife. 
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The  majority  of  physicians  to-day  claim  that  the  Appendix  is  of  no 
use.  The  architect  that  made  the  human  body  knew  better  what  to 
put  there  than  any  human  being,  be  he  ever  so  wise. 

The  next  fad  that  I  will  mention  is  the  treatment  of  diphtheria 
with  antitoxin.  It  has  gotten  so  that  a  physician  dare  not  use  his 
own  treatment  for  diphtheria,  but  must  use  the  remedy  that  is  pre- 
scribed by  the  gentleman  who  is*  so  wise  that  he  knows  it  all,  and  if 
you  do  not  follow  his  directions  you  are  considered  out  of  the  pro- 
fession; and  if  your  patient  happens  to  die,  as  he  will  in  severe  cases 
no  matter  what  kind  of  treatment  you  apply,  then  they  say  that  if 
you  had  used  that  ferment  of  horse  juice  you  would  have  saved  your 
patient's  life. 

The  fourth  and  last  fad  that  1  will  mention  in  this  paper  is  the 
quarantine  fad.  I  think  part  of  the  profession  has  gone  crazy  on 
this  subject.  They  quarantine  for  mumps,  chicken-pox,  et  cetera. 
The  next  thing  that  I  expect  them  to  quarantine  will  be  a  case  where 
a  person  cuts  his  finger.  Tie  will  have  to  be  quarantined  until  it  is 
entirely  healed  for  fear  some  microbe  should  fly  out  and  alight  on 
some  other  person's  lips  and  produce  cancer  of  the  stomach. 

The  great  trouble  with  our  medical  colleges  to-day  is  that  they 
are  studying  too  much  about  bugs  and  the  means  to  prevent  them 
entering  the  body,  and  too  little  about  the  action  of  drugs  to  destroy 
them  after  they  have  entered  the  system.  Take  the  majority  of 
students  after  spending  four  years  in  college  and  they  can  tell  very 
little  about  the  action  of  medicine.  I  declare  to  you  gentlemen 
that  I  would  rather  trust  to  some  old  woman  with  her  yarbs  and  teas 
and  hot  baths  than  to  risk  some  of  the  four-year  students  they  are 
sending  out  from  the  colleges  of  to-day.  I  think  it  about  time  we  get 
back  to  more  study  of  drugs  and  less  study  of  bugs,  and  then  we  will 
be  more  successful  in  treating  disease  and  will  have  less  use  for  the 
knife. 

A  great  many  of  the  profession  think  it  is  no  use  to  study  the 
action  of  remedies,  as  they  can  go  to  the  drug  store  and  purchase 
some  tablets,  elixir  or  compound,  which  the  directions  say  will 
cure  all  complaints,  and  if  by  following  the  directions  their  patient 
dies,  they  have  done  their  part  as  the  druggist  surely  knew  what 
he  was  selling. 

Now  I  think  I  have  said  enough  and  had  better  stop  for  fear 
some  might  blame  me  with  being  an  egotist,  and  that  I  imagine  I 
know  it  all,  but  I  can  assure  you  that  such  is  not  the  case.  I  have 
been  a  student  since  1862  and  still  have  plenty  to  learn. 

Harrisburg,  Pa. 
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Still  Births. 

BY  R.  E.  HOLMES,  M.  D. 

Read  at  the  1910  Meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Out  of  about  1,000  women  I  have  attended  in  confinement  1 
had  six  or  seven  babies  born  dead,  or  still  births,  and  had  three  cases 
in  which  I  could  not  decide  whether  they  were  dead  before  they 
were  born  or  not.  Probably  if  I  had  held  a  post-mortem  I  could 
have  learned,  but  would  have  made  enemies  and  nothing  would  have 
been  gained.  If  you  remove  the  lungs  with  the  heart  and  place 
them  in  water  and  they  float,  it  shows  that  the  child  breathed. 

In  December,  1896,  I  was  called  one  cold  stormy  night  to  see  a 
single  sister  of  the  wife  of  one  of  my  good  families,  and  found  she  was 
in  labor.  When  I  examined  her  I  found  scarcely  any  dilatation,  so 
I  informed  them  I  would  go  home  and  try  and  get  some  rest,  as 
everything  appeared  in  a  good  condition,  and  when  labor  had  arrived 
at  a  certain  stage  they  were  to  call  me.  However,  they  frankly  informed 
me  the  child  would  be  dead  or  if  it  was  not  I  should  not  try  to  save 
it,  as  the  father  was  diseased.  I  promptly  told  them  I  would  do  all 
I  could  to  have  a  living  baby  for  her.  Very  much  to  my  chagrin 
when  I  was  called  about  4  A.  M.  the  head  was  born  and  I  delivered 
the  rest  and  found  the  child  was  dead  and  I  could  not  resuscitate  it; 
after  delivering  the  placenta  and  attending  the  mother,  I  examined 
the  child,  which  appeared  perfect  and  should  have  been  a  viable  child 
as  the  9ecundies  were  normal.  I  told  them  it  was  peculiar  that  the 
child  was  dead,  but  they  were  shrewd  and  had  a  plausible  tale  to 
tell. 

In  1906  I  was  engaged  by  a  husband  to  attend  his  wife  in  con- 
finement and  at  the  proper  time  I  was  summoned,  and  when  I  arrived 
I  found  a  dead  child  attached  to  the  placenta  in  the  bed-pan.  I  made 
a  thorough  examination  and  could  not  find  any  cause  of  the  death. 
In  1908  this  same  woman  became  pregnant  again  and  during  the 
eighth  month  of  her  gestation  I  examined  her  and  found  everything 
normal.  She  had  good  healthy  quickening,  and  I  cautioned  her  to 
call  me  as  soon  as  she  began  to  have  pains,  for  when  the  other  child 
was  born  she  was  all  alone. 

At  the  proper  time  I  was  called  and  found  the  same  conditions 
as  before,  only  a  larger  child.  It  appeared  to  me  that  this  woman 
schemed  to  be  alone  during  the  births.  I  am  engaged  to  attend  her 
again,  but  I  told  them  I  expect  them  to  call  me  in  plenty  of  time  so 
I  can  be  there. 

The  causes  of  the  deaths  of  children  inuteri  are  due  chiefly  to 
syphilitic  parents,  diseased  cord,  or  a  knot  in  the  cord.  I  have  noticed 
that  in  those  cases  that  have  a  knot  in  the  cord,  the  mother  will  have 
a  great  amount  of  liquor  amnia  and  the  cord  will  be  very  long,  and 
it  is  my  opinion  that  the  child  does  not  only  get  one  or  two  loops 
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of  the  cord  around  its  neck,  as  we  find  so  often,  but  slips  through 
the  loop,  forming  the  knot  which  cuts  off  the  circulation.  I  remem- 
ber a  Mrs.  K.  whom  I  delivered  of  a  still  born  child  during  the  year  of 
1897.  After  delivering  the  child  I  was  deluged  with  liquor  amnion. 
I  took  a  basin  and  scooped  the  fluid  out  of  the  pad  into  a  bucket, 
and  had  about  two  gallons.  There  was  a  knot  in  this  uncommonly 
long  cord. 

November  23rd,  1908,  I  was  called  to  see  a  Mrs.  N.,  and  she 
calculated  she  was  about  six  months  pregnant,  but  had  not  felt  any 
quickening  for  about  two  weeks.  After  examining  the  woman,  1 
concluded  the  foetus  was  dead.  I  told  her  I  would  watch  her  closely 
but  would  not  interfere  unless  I  should  see  reasons  for  doing  so. 
She  went  along  with  her  gestation  (a  little  depressed)  and  needing 
some  aid  in  her  secretions,  till  January  31,  1909,  when  I  delivered  her 
of  the  dead  foetus.  It  was  so  much  decomposed  that  the  skin  would 
peel  off  in  handling  it.  Syphilis  was  the  cause  of  the  death  in  this 
case. 

January  3rd,  1910,  I  was  requested  by  a  Mr.  P.  to  call  and  see 
his  wife  who  is  a  large  nervous  woman  with  a  great  deal  of  sub- 
cutaneous oedema,  who  claimed  she  was  pregnant  and  had  felt  life  for 
a  couple  of  weeks,  but  for  ten  days  had  no  movement  and  she  was 
certain  the  child  was  dead.  On  examination  I  found  a  very  high 
uterus  and  could  not  use  ballotment,  and  the  abdominal  walls  were 
so  thick  that  I  could  not  tell  if  she  was  pregnant  or  not.  I  called 
in  counsel  and  we  could  not  come  to  any  conclusion,  but  determined 
to  let  her  go  and  watch  her  closely.  And  we  told  her  she  was  all 
right  to  relieve  her  of  her  highly  nervous  state  of  mind.  March  5 
I  delivered  her  of  a  five  months'  old  dead  foetus,  and  it  was  very  much 
decomposed.  I  could  not  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  death,  but  be- 
lieve it  was  due  to  the  poor  circulation  of  the  mother,  weak  heart  and 
a  scare. 

In  the  year  of  1902  I  had  to  call  Dr.  C.  M.  Ewing  to  assist  me 
in  delivering  Mrs.  D.  of  a  dead  child.  This  was  a  very  difficult 
birth,  as  the  child  had  hydrocephalus  and  the  mother  was  a  very 
small  woman.  I  am  safe  to  say  when  we  did  succeed  in  getting 
the  child's  head  shaped  and  delivered  it  was  12  or  14  inches  long. 

The  birth  of  a  large  dead  child  is  always  more  difficult  than  a 
living  child,  as  they  appear  to  collapse  under  the  expulsive  pains 
whene  the  living  child  appears  to  stiffen  itself.  Whenever  I  get  a 
head  that  appears  to  oscillate  above  the  cervix  of  the  uterus,  and 
appears  so  slow  to  descend  into  the  lower  strait  without  any  ap- 
parent cause,  I  always  look  for  the  cord  to  be  around  the  child's  neck 
once  or  twice  or  for  it  to  be  dead.  The  latter  is  always  true  where 
you  get  that  ugly,  dark,  muddy  fecal  discharge  from  the  uterus. 

Harrisburg,  Pa. 
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The  Soured  Milk  Treatment. 

Soon  after  the  publication  a  few  years  ago  of  Prof.  Metchni- 
koff's  researches  and  advocacy  of  soured  milk  as  a  panacea  for 
numerous  ailments  of  the  human  family,  large  numbers  of  the  laity 
began  treating  themselves  with  some  one  or  other  of  the  prepara- 
tions supposed  to  contain  the  professor's  "Bulgarian  bacillus"  which 
quickly  appeared  on  the  market.  In  this  country  the  craze  for  the 
sour  milk  cure  has  never  reached  the  proportions  that  it  has  in 
England,  where  it  is  reported  to  be  the  greatest  which  has  been 
known  in  modern  medical  history.  At  the  British  Medical  Annual 
Conference,  held  in  London,  the  subject  of  soured  milk  as  a  remedial 
agent  was  taken  up  and  discussed.  In  reporting  the  discussion 
the  London  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Herald  refers  to  some 
of  the  more  important  facts  pointed  out  as  follows : 

"Dr.  Alexander  Bryce  said  that  the  indiscriminate  use  of  cur- 
dled milk  was  by  no  means  free  from  risk,  the  most  notable  and 
serious  effect  of  its  use  being  rheumatism  in  some  form  or  another. 

"During  the  last  few  months,"  said  one  physician,  "I  have  seen 
some  hundreds  of  people  who  have  been  taking  the  preparation,  but 
I  have  not  noted  one  case  where  any  improvement  in  the  patient's 
condition  was  due  to  the  Bulgarian  bacillus.  At  the  same  time  I 
have  not  myself  come  across  any  cases  where  the  use  of  this  'cure' 
taken  without  medical  advice  has  had  any  very  bad  effect,  although 
certain  serious  cases  have  been  recorded.  Some  people,'  for  in- 
stance, have  been  nearly  poisoned. 

"Where  good  has  been  done  it  has  been  because  soured  milk  is 
an  easily  digested  form  of  food,  and  not  because  of  the  presence  of 
the  bacillus.  Soured  milk  is  nourishing.  That  much  may  be  freely 
admitted,  but  it  is  not  so  nourishing  as  ordinary  milk,  because  some 
of  the  sugar  has  been  removed  by  being  converted  into  lactic  acid." 

"A  Harley  street  specialist,  who  has  devoted  considerable  atten- 
tion to  the  treatment,  said  : 

"I  could  give  numerous  cases  where  harm  has  resulted  from 
the  foolish  use  of  the  remedy.  In  one  case  a  woman  who  had  suf- 
fered for  years  from  slight  indigestion  was  persuaded  to  try  sour 
milk  by  a  friend  who  had  got  rid  of  a  headache  by  its  means.  I 
was  called  in  after  she  had  taken  the  preparation  for  two  days. 

"I  found  her  in  a  state  of  collapse,  faint,  deathly  pale  and  per- 
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spiring  profusely.  It  was  with  some  difficulty  that  her  life  was 
saved.  Her  symptoms  were  the  result  of  indigestion  of  starch  in 
the  intestines.  The  effect  of  taking  soured  milk  was  to  increase  the 
splitting  up  of  the  starch  with  the  formation  of  organic  acids. 
Hence  the  irritation. 

"As  showing  the  extent  of  the  habit,  I  may  mention  that  a 
medical  friend  of  mine,  practicing  in  London,  told  me  a  few  months 
ago  that  it  was  quite  the  exception  for  a  patient  to  consult  him  who 
had  not  already  dosed  himself  or  herself  with  soured  milk." 


Tongue  Indications  for  Acids. 

Dr.  T.  F.  Collins,  of  Adamsville,  Penn.,  in  writing  to  the  editor 
of  the  Medical  World,  speaks  of  the  acid  tongue  as  follows: 

"In  reply  to  Dr.  Garrett,  relative  to  the  acid  tongue,  I  desire 
•to  state  that  from  an  eclectic  standpoint,  in  your  reply  you  have 
exactly  reversed  conditions.  We  understand  that  a  red  tongue  de- 
notes an  alkaline  condition,  and  is  a  plain  call  for  acid  treatment. 
The  varying  shades  of  redness  call  for  varying  acids ;  thus,  red,  dry 
tongue,  inclined  to  be  brown,  sordes  on  teeth,  muriatic  acid;  violet 
hue,  nitric  acid;  dirty,  slick,  slimy  coating,  spoiled  beef  appearance, 
sp.  sulphurous  acid. 

"Again,  the  white  tongue  and  shades  of  white  indicate  an  acid 
condition  and  call  for  alkaline  treatment.  Thus,  vivid  white  coat- 
ing, sodium  bicarb. ;  dirty,  pasty  white  coating  of  tongue,  sodium 
sulphite. 

"Anyone  desiring  to  prove  eclectic  beliefs  can  start  with  no  bet- 
ter conditions  and  remedies  than  these.  Dr.  Garrett  will  find  this 
point  fully  covered  in  Fyfe's  Specific  Diagnosis  and  Medication,  and 
thousands  of  other  conditions  and  remedies  also." 


iEsculus  Glabra — Buckeye. 

JEsculus  a  third  of  a  century  ago  constituted  a  favorite  eclectic 
remedy.  It  has  often  been  employed  as  a  stimulant  to  the  nervous 
system  in  some  forms  of  paralysis  with  marked  advantage,  and  in 
diseases  characterized  by  mental  depression  it  has  often  been  found 
a  needed  medicament.  In  hemorrhoids,  especially  when  there  are 
sensations  of  constriction  in  the  rectum,  its  usefulness  has  fre- 
quently been  demonstrated,  and  in  colicky  pains  in  the  region  of  the 
umbilicus,  caused  by  irritation  of  the  small  intestines,  its  relieving 
influence  is  prompt  and  energetic. 

In  that  form  of  asthma  which  is  not  markedly  paroxysmal 
aesculus  glabra  has  often  proved  an  exceedingly  valuable  remedial 
agent.  A  number  of  years  ago  a  lady  sixty  years  of  age  came  to 
the  writer  for  relief  from  severe  attacks  of  asthma.    She  had  suf- 
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fered  greatly  from  her  early  womanhood.  The  patient  was  directed 
to  take  ten  drops  of  specific  sesculus  in  water  every  two  hours.  In 
two  weeks  she  could  sleep  comfortably  without  having  under  her  head 
the  extra  pillows  which  she  had  previously  found  necessary.  She 
continued  the  medicine  from  three  to  six  times  a  day  for  several 
months,  and  was  finally  cured  of  the  distressing  condition.  /Esculus 
glabra  also  exerts  a  relieving  influence  in  the  difficult  breathing  of 
consumptives,  and  is  specially  valuable  when  there  is  a  sensation  of 
constriction  in  the  chest. 

The  dose  of  specific  iEsculus  (or  a  good  fluid  extract)  is  from 
5  to  10  drops,  but  its  good  effects  may  be  obtained  by  prescribing 
it  as  follows :  1^  ^Esculus,  gtt.  x  to  3ii ;  water,  giv.  Teaspoonful 
every  hour  to  every  three  hours. 


Agaricus  Albus — Boletus  Laricis. 

Boletus  is  obtained  from  various  fungus  plants  of  the  mush- 
room tribe.  It  has  been  employed  in  a  large  number  of  abnormal 
conditions  with  advantage.  In  the  night-sweats  of  consumptives, 
as  well  as  in  the  diarrhea  of  such  patients,  it  is  a  superior  remedy, 
and  it  constitutes  a  useful  medicament  in  periodical  fevers,  espe- 
cially when  the  chills  are  brief  and  the  fever  almost  continuous.  In 
diseases  requiring  a  stimulant  to  the  nervous  system  it  has  also 
been  used  with  gratifying  results.  Yellowness  of  the  skin,  aching 
of  the  back  and  joints,  chills  attended  with  flashes  of  heat  and  chills 
confined  to  the  back  are  regarded  as  among  the  most  reliable  specific 
symptoms  calling  for  this  remedial  agent. 

The  dose  of  agaricus  is  from  5  to  30  grains,  but  it  may  be  ef- 
fectively prescribed  as  follows:  Specific  Boletus,  gtt.  x  to  xxx; 
water,  §iv.    Teaspoonful  every  two  hours. 


Chionanthus  Virginica — Fringe  Tree. 

Liquid  preparations  made  from  the  bark  of  the  root  of  this 
indigenous  shrub  are  successfully  employed  in  a  number  of  ab- 
normal conditions.  In  the  treatment  of  jaundice  chionanthus  has 
no  superior,  and  any  condition  requiring  increased  functional  activ- 
ity of  the  liver  will  be  improved  by  the  exhibition  of  this  drug. 
Chronic  inflammation  of  the  liver  has  often  yielded  to  its  influence 
after  other  approved  remedies  had  failed  to  accomplish  the  desired 
result.  Inflammation  of  the  spleen  also  comes  within  its  corrective 
range,  and  it  is  said  to  be  useful  in  inflammation  of  the  pancreas. 

In  all  wrongs  of  life  in  which  the  skin  resembles  copper  in 
color,  but  shades  a  little  more  on  green,  and  the  eyes  show  a  yel- 
lowish or  greenish  discoloration,  chionanthus  may  be  depended  on 
as  a  remedy  that  will  exert  an  influence  making  for  restoration  to 
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normal  activity.  Clay  colored  stools,  high  colored  urine  and  pain 
in  the  epigastrium  and  right  hypochondrium,  resembling  colic,  and 
sometimes  extending  down  the  abdomen,  are  also  good  indications 
for  the  exhibition  of  chionanthus. 

The  dose  of  specific  chionanthus  (or  a  good  fluid  extract)  is 
from  5  to  20  drops. 


Galium  Aparine — Cleavers. 

This  old  indigenous  remedy  constitutes  a  very  eflicient  treat- 
ment for  suppression  of  urine,  and  in  inflammation  of  the  bladder  or 
kidneys  it  is  employed  with  advantage.  In  calculous  affections  it 
is  also  deemed  useful.  In  scalding  urine  accompanying  gonorrhea 
cleavers  affords  prompt  relief,  and  in  irritability  of  the  prostate 
gland  it  is  often  corrective.  It  increases  the  flow  of  urine  in  rheu- 
matism, and  it  is  also  a  good  remedy  in  dysuria.  Cleavers  is  spe- 
cially adapted  to  acute  diseases. 

The  dose  of  specific  galium  (or  a  good  fluid  extract)  is  from 
10  to  30  drops,  but  it  may  be  employed  as  follows :  Galium,  gtt. 
x  to  xxx ;  water,  §iv.    Teaspoonful  every  hour  to  every  three  hours. 


Melilotus  Officinalis — Yellow  Melilot  Clover. 

This  species  of  clover  constitutes  a  good  tonic  and  stimulant. 
In  neuralgia,  when  associated  with  debility,  it  has  been  used  with 
good  results,  and  in  capillary  congestion  it  has  proved  useful.  In 
hacking,  tickling  cough,  with  a  smothering  sensation,  and  involving 
the  respiratory  tract,  it  has  been  used  with  gratifying  results. 

The  dose  of  specific  medicine  is  from  2  to  10  drops,  but  it  may 
be  prescribed  as  follows:  Melilotus,  gtt.  v  to  x;  water,  giv.  Tea- 
spoonful  every  hour. 


Do  It  Now. 

Please  turn  to  page  222  of  your  August  number  of  the  Review 
and  write  Curative  in  place  of  the  letters  before  results  at  the  end  of 
the  fifth  line  from  the  top  of  the  page.  Then  turn  to  page  224  and 
write  Macerate  in  place  of  the  word  now  before  half  in  the  fourth 
line  from  the  bottom  of  the  page. 


Send  for  Catalogue  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  the  City 
of  New  York. 


The  County  and  Specific  Medication  Club  meetings  will  open 
this  month.  Eclectics  and  liberal  physicians  generally  are  invited  to 
attend. 
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Desultory  Notes  on  the  Homoeopathic  Materia  Medica. 

GELSEMIUM 
BY  WALTER  SANDS  MILLS,  A.B.,  M.D. 

Frofessor  of  Practice,  New   York   Homoeopathic    Medical   College  and 
Flower  Hospital,  New  York,  'N.  Y. 

Gelsemium  sempervirens  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
homoeopathic  profession  mainly  by  the  writings  of  the  late  Dr.  E.  M. 
Hale.  It  had  been  used  occasionally  before  his  time,  but  Dr.  Hale  made 
an  exhaustive  study  of  it  which  may  be  found  in  his  "homoeopathic 
materia  medica  of  the  new  remedies." 

Gelsemium  sempervirens,  the  yellow  jessamine,  is  a  plant  indigen- 
ous to  the  southern  part  of  the  United  States.  The  medicinal  prepara- 
tion is  made  from  the  fresh  roots.  Like  all  remedies  made  from  plants, 
gelsemium  gives  better  results  when  used  in  the  liquid  form.  My  per- 
sonal preference  as  to  the  potency  in  this  particular  drug  is  the  sec- 
cond  or  third  decimal.  I  use  ten  drops  of  the  dilution  in  four  ounces 
of  water,  administered  in  teaspoonful  doses  every  half  to  every  two 
hours  according  to  circumstances. 

My  most  frequent  use  of  gelsemium  is  in  influenza.  The  patient 
feels  hot  and  feverish,  yet  every  time  he  moves  he  has  chills  up  and 
down  his  back.  The  thermometer  shows  fever  of  ioo°F  or  higher. 
The  head  is  heavy  and  dull,  and  may  ache.  The  face  is  apt  to  be  more 
or  less  flushed.  The  pulse  is  full,  soft  and  quickened.  The  throat  may 
be  sore.  In  cases  like  this — and  there  are  many  of  them  at  this  season 
of  the  year — gelsemium  is  almost  a  specific.  A  few  doses  will  usually 
end  the  whole  thing  in  a  few  hours. 

Case  I. — Man,  aged  22.  Complains  of  aching  all  over  the  body. 
Very  restless.  Feverish,  whenever  touched,  or  whenever  he  moves,  it 
sends  a  chill  through  him,  coughs,  no  headache,  no  sore  throat.  Next 
day  patient  much  improved  in  every  way.  Has  slept  greater  part  of 
time  for  eighteen  hours,  aches  less.  Fever  and  chilliness  gone,  next  day 
patient  was  about  as  usual. 

Case  II. — Man  about  50,  chill  last  night,  restless,  temperature  this 
morning,  103.40,  aches  all  over.  Temperature  at  night  102.40.  Slept 
much  through  day.  Second  day  temperature  ioo°  in  morning,  99  0  at 
night,  feels  good,  third  day  back  to  business. 

Another  type  of  case  in  which  gelsemium  is  useful  is  in  nervous 
persons,  subject  to  palpitation.  Every  little  thing  startles  them  and 
makes  the  heart  beat  rapidly,  they  feel  as  though  the  heart  would  stop 
beating.  Sighing  respiration,  so  nervous  they  cannot  get  a  long  breath. 
For  example, 
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Case  III. — Woman  aged  35,  a  clerk,  troubled  with  palpitation  after 
going  to  bed.  Feels  as  though  she  needed  a  long  breath,  headaches, 
gas  in  stomach,  dizzy  at  times.  Numb  feelings  in  arms  and  legs. 
Gelsemium  relieved  this  patient  very  promptly — within  twenty-four 
hours;  for  many  months  afterward  she  kept  gelsemium  on  hand  for 
emergency  use. 

Still  another  class  of  cases  where  gelsemium  is  of  distinct  service, 
is  during  labor  when  pains  have  become  regular  and  strong,  but  the  os 
does  not  relax.  Gelsemium  given  at  this  time,  in  appreciable  doses 
every  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  will  soften  the  os  and  labor  will  prog- 
ress satisfactorily. 

In  intermittent  fever  gelsemium  is  sometimes  indicated.  I  have 
no  compunctions  against  using  quinine  in  this  disease  when  the  symp- 
toms call  for  it,  but  they  do  not  always  call.  Other  remedies  may  be 
indicated,  and  gelsemium  is  one. 

In  the  gelsemium  cases  the  chill  is  distinct  but  not  severe.  The 
fever  is  severe  and  the  sweat  profuse.  The  paroxysms  are  accompanied 
by  severe  headache,  the  headache  appears  early  in  the  day  and  the  chill 
come.-  on  in  the  afternoon.  I  have  seen  a  number  of  cases  respond 
within  a  few  days,  cases  that  had  been  running  for  some  time.  The 
paroxysms  became  less  severe  immediately  and  ended  altogether  after 
the  second  recurrence  following  the  giving  of  gelsemium.  In  no  case 
so  treated  has  there  been  a  return  for  several  years. 

Gelsemium  is  also  of  service  in  certain  cases  of  sunstroke  with  dull 
flushed  face,  especially  in  damp  muggy  weather.  There  is  much  head- 
ache of  a  dull  character,  and  the  patient  is  stupid  and  apathetic. 

Altogether  gelsemium  is  a  most  useful  remedy,  frequently  indi- 
cated. There  are  many  more  uses  for  it  than  are  mentioned  here,  but 
the  above  practically  covers  my  personal  experience  in  prescribing  it. — 
(Norih  American  Journal  of  Homoeopathy.) 


Medical  Gynecology  and  Therapy  in  Obstetrics. 

The  value  of  internal  medication  in  certain  Gynecological  and  Ob- 
stetrical conditions  is  so  firmly  fixed  that  even  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
surgeon  specialists  cannot  set  aside  well  tried  and  well  proven  facts. 

That  Hayden's  Viburnum  Compound  after  an  existence  of  over 
one-quarter  of  a  century  is  still  growing  in  professional  popularity,  best 
demonstrates  its  usefulness  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  women  such 
as  Dysmenorrhea,  Amenorrhea,  Threatened  Abortion,  etc. 

The  New  York  Pharmaceutical  Company,  Bedford  Springs,  Bed- 
ford, Mass.,  have  just  issued  a  brochure  ent'tled  "Medical  Gynecologv 
and  Therapy  in  Obstetrics,"  and  upon  request  will  send  you  a  copy,  also 
samples  of  "H.  V.  C."  If  you  have  never  given  Hayden's  Viburnum 
Compound  a  trial  you  will  never  appreciate  its  value  over  the  many  sub- 
stitutes that  are  trading  upon  its  reputation. 
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Grateful  Foods  and  Kindly  Medicines  Conserve  the  Vital  Forces. 

The  principle  of  the  Eclectic  school  in  medicine  has  been,  from  the 
beginning,  Conserve  the  Vital  Forces.  This  is  evidenced  in  every  bit 
of  literature  presented  by  every  prominent  Eclectic  physician,  from  the 
beginning  of  our  crusade  in  favor  of  kindness  to  the  sick,  as  opposed  to 
cruelty  and  barbarism  in  the  direction  of  the  afflicted.  In  order  to  con- 
serve the  vital  forces,  one  of  the  first  considerations  must  be  that  of 
diet,  which  is  scarcely  secondary  to  kindly  medication.  The  Fathers 
recognized  this  fact,  in  that  they  advocated,  hand  in  hand,  helpful  foods, 
kindly  medicines,  and  the  abandonment  of  starving  barbarism  as  the 
essential  features  connected  with  the  upbuilding  of  the  weak  and  the 
cure  of  disease  expression.  However,  in  those  days,  conditions  in  the 
direction  of  the  dieting  of  the  sick  were  quite  different  from  what  they 
now  are,  thanks  not  to  dominant  "medical  authority,''  but  to  the  im- 
provements that  have  been  made  by  others  in  the  line  of  foods  fitted  for 
the  sick  as  well  as  for  the  convalescents,  foods  that  can  now  be  ob- 
tained in  even  the  most  out  of  the  way  places  in  the  country. 

To  increased  opportunities  for  transportation  is  to  be  credited 
mainly  this  opportunity  the  sick  now  enjoy,  which  fact  the  traveler 
fully  comprehends.  Xot  half  a  century  ago,  the  physician  who  hoped 
that  a  sick  person  be  given  anything  not  produced  in  that  particular 
locality,  knew  that  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  the  desired  article.  Fruits 
out  of  season  were  out  of  hand.  Vegetables  past  the  day  of  their 
growth  or  of  preservation  by  primitive  methods  were  not  to  be  thought 
of  as  procurable.  Cereals  prepared  in  other  than  their  simplest  and 
crudest  forms  were  not  possible.  Indeed,  over  a  great  section  of  the 
Southwest  and  middle  West  common  forms  of  bread,  perhaps  corn- 
bread  only,  and  meat  in  the  form  of  bacon  or  an  occasional  fowl  and 
salt  fish  day  in  and  day  out,  with  an  absence  of  fresh  vegetables  and  a 
scarcity  even  of  potatoes,  constituted  the  food  of  the  well  and  sick  alike. 

How  different  are  things  now !  Canned  fruits  are  most  deliciously 
presented ;  canned  vegetables  are  common  everywhere,  possessed  of 
flavors  scarcely  different  than  when  gathered ;  tropical  fruits  are  abund- 
ant in  localities  where,  fifty  years  ago,  they  were  absolutely  unattainable 
and  unknown.  The  products  of  one  section  are  transported  to  other 
sections  in  quantities  that  lead  one  scarcely  to  realize  that  a  fruit  is  not 
in  season,  even  in  localities  where  it  is  commonly  grown.  All  of  this 
serves  the  well  man  and  increasingly  benefits  the  sick. 

Let  us,  however,  consider  one  phase  of  the  subject  of  foods,  a  phase 
that  deserves  the  gratitude  of  the  sick  and  well  alike.  We  refer  to  the 
cereals  now  prepared  ready  for  the  table,  and  attainable  in  delicacy  of 
flavor  and  nourishing  qualities,  where  people  have  the  simplest  of  culi- 
nary opportunities,  or  where  a  breakfast  even  though  hurriedly  prepared, 
would  be  otherwise  impossible.  Among  these  so-called  "breakfast 
foods,"  one  in  particular  has  recently  appealed  to  this  writer,  and  it 
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pleases  us  the  more  from  the  knowledge  that  it  was  evolved  by  an  Eclec- 
tic physician,  Dr.  V.  C.  Price,  the  founder  of  Price's  Flavoring  Extracts, 
fruit  flavors,  and  the  world-renowned  baking  powder  that  bears  his 
name.  This  friend  of  that  humanitarian  philanthropist,  Dr.  John 
King,  of  olden  times,  has  recently  introduced  a  balanced  food  under  the 
name  Algrain,  which,  froin  our  use  of  it  in  our  home,  we  know  com- 
mands exceptional  attention.  There  is  nothing  secret  about  this  prepa- 
ration, which  is  a  combination  of  cereals.  Each  constituent  in  itself  has 
been  recognized  almost  from  the  dawn  of  civilization.  But  together, 
under  the  manipulative  process  devised  by  Dr.  Price,  it  constitutes  a 
united  whole  that  appeals  alike  to  the  scientist  who  makes  a  study  in 
the  direction  of  physical  nourishment,  to  the  traveler  who  delights  in  a 
grateful  breakfast  food,  ready  wherever  may  be  found  a  bit  of  heat, 
be  it  in  the  most  out  of  the  way  corner  of  the  earth,  or  to  the  physician 
who  wishes  a  nourishing  food  for  the  convalescent  or  the  sick,  be  it 
child  or  adult.  The  flavor  of  this  Algrain  food  is,  to  the  writer,  most 
grateful  and  appetizing.  As  a  food  it  is  delicious,  and  we  take  a  de- 
cided interest  in  commending  it  to  physicians  as  a  helpmate  to  kindly 
medication  to  their  patients  be  it  in  a  mansion  or  in  a  hovel.  In  this 
connection  we  feel  that  this  seeming  going  out  of  our  way  thus  to  serve 
the  interests  of  those  concerned  will  be  appreciated  by  physicians,  to 
whom  our  duty  on  this  subject  will  appeal,  as  well  as  it  will  be  by  the 
sick,  to  whom  a  portion  of  Algrain  will  be  most  grateful. 

The  great  nourishing  qualities  of  Algrain  are  evident  from  its  bal- 
anced composition,  whilst  the  flavor,  reminding  one  of  freshly  toasted 
grain,  is  delightful,  whether  it  be  prepared  with  salt,  sugar  or  cream, 
and  whether  it  be  employed  as  a  home  food  for  the  well  or  a  luxury  for 
the  convalescent. — Lloyd — Editorial — E.  M.  J. 


Crataegus  Oxycantha. 

Dr.  Baltzer  in  an  article  in  the  July  number  of  the  Berliner  Homoe- 
opathische  Zeitschrift  concerning  "Characteristic  Symptoms  of  Some  of 
the  Remedies  given  in  Diseases  of  the  Heart,"  states  concerning  Cra- 
taegus: 

With  Crataegus,  when  it  is  indicated,  we  generally  have  a  dilation 
of  the  heart.  I  have  given  it  in  many  cases  with  good  results  where 
there  has  been  no  special  indication  for  any  other  remedy,  and  also  fre- 
quently in  Diabetes  mell.  where  the  dilation  of  the  heart  gave  the 
patient  no  special  inconvenience.  The  remedy  is  best  given  in  the 
mother  tincture,  three  times  daily  in  five  drop  doses,  given  in  a  table- 
spoonful  of  water.  It  is  one  of  our  best  remedies  in  myocardiac  pro- 
cesses, having  their  origin  in  influenza,  typhus  and  diphtheria.  I  have 
hithertD  not  been  able  to  find  any  characteristic  symptoms  for  Crataegus 
and  just  as  little  can  such  characteristic  symptoms  be  found  in  our  ex- 
tensive literature  concerning  this  remedy. — Homoeopathic  Recorder. 
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"Sexual  Ills  and  Diseases.''  A  Popular  Manual.  Based  on  the  Best 
Homoeopathic  Practice  and  Text-books.  By  E.  P.  Anshutz,  M. 
D.  Second  Edition.  Revised  and  Enlarged.  170  pages.  Cloth, 
$1.00,  Postage,  5  cents.  Philadelphia.  Boericke  &  Tafel.  1910. 
This  little  work  is  divided  into  two  parts.    Part  1  consisting  of 

nearly  100  pages  is  devoted  to  the  treatment  of  sexual  diseases.    Part  2 

to  Homoeopathic  Materia  Medica. 

It  is  written  in  neat,  plainly  understood  language.    The  materia 

medica  is  followed  by  a  clinical  index  designed  to  assist  the  reader  in 

his  materia  m>edica  search. 

"Four  Epochs  of  Life."      By  Elizabeth  Hamilton  Muncie,  M.  D., 
Ph.  D.    Greaves  Publishing  Company,  New  York. 
It  is  with  a  good  deal  of  interest  that  we  have  read  the  270  pages 

of  Doctor  Muncie's  book.    Notice  that  we  said  read — not  glanced — 

and  we  have  found  every  word  interesting  and  instructive. 

We  believe  that  it  will  be  most  helpful  to  both  parents  and 

children. 

Doctor  Muncie  in  this  little  book  handles  a  most  important  sub- 
ject in  a  delicate — yes,  a  masterful  way. 

We  so  often  wonder  at  what  age  and  in  what  manner  it  is  wise  to 
approach  the  subject  of  sex  life  to  the  boys  and  girls.  "Doctor  Ruth" 
and  "Doctor  Robert"  in  this  book  show  us  how  naturally  and  how  easily 
this  can  be  done. 

It  is  the  kind  of  book  that  we  have  needed  for  our  boys  and  girls. 

The  chapters  on  Prenatal  Influence  and  those  on  Nature  Studies 
should  be  read  and  re-read  by  parents  and  those  contemplating  mar- 
riage. In  fact,  we  recommend  this  book  to  parents,  young  men  and 
maidens  alike — it  cannot  but  benefit  them  all. 


Items 

Subscription  blanks  can  always  be  found  among  the  advertising 
pages  of  the  Review.    Fill  it  out  and  send  with  your  dollar. 

The  regular  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Kings  County  Eclectic 
Medical  Society  will  be  held  at  the  Hoffman  House,  588  Fulton 
Street,  Brooklyn,  Wednesday,  September  28th,  at  9  P.  M.  The 
Executive  Committee  has  an  excellent  program  and  extends  a 
hearty  invitation  to  all  Eclectic  physicians  in  New  York,  New  Jer- 
sey, Connecticut,  Massachusetts  and  Pennsylvania.  We  can  assure 
all  visitors  that  they  will  have  an  interesting  meeting  and  a  good 
time  after  the  meeting. 

THEODORE  D.  ADLERMAN, 

President. 
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Hints  and  Winnowings. 

A  recent  examination  of  the  atmosphere  of  a  certain  court  room 
in  Greater  New  York  revealed  the  fact  that  twenty-seven  colonies 
of  germs  of  various  kinds  were  vigorously  performing  their  health- 
ruining  duties.   The  inspector  in  his  report  says : 

"The  bacteriological  determination  showed  twenty-seven  colo- 
nies of  bacteria  and  five  moulds  in  two  liters  of  air  aspirated  through 
an  aerobioscope.  A  careful  isolation  of  the  bacteria  showed  quite 
a  number  of  pseudodiphtheria  bacilli  and  Klebs-Loeffler  (true  diph- 
theria) bacilli.  There  were  also  found  bacillus  celis,  tubercular  bacilli 
and  non-pathogenic  (non-disease  producing)  cocci." 

The  foregoing  will  no  doubt  prove  interesting  reading  to  those 
whose  duties  require  them  to  remain  hours  in  such  a  hot-bed  of  dis- 
ease. The  examination  was  made  early  in  the  day,  when  the  ven- 
tilating fans  were  moving  rapidly,  and  only  221  persons  were 
present. 

A  journal  writer  says,  "There  is  a  safe  and  reliable  means  of 
preventing  conception."  Possibly;  but  the  doctors  are  numerous 
who  are  not  acquainted  with  any  such  means,  and  it  is  well  that 
they  are  not.  In  writing  about  sexual  affairs  some  doctors  give  out 
a  whole  lot  of  silly  hot  air,  and  I  sometimes  think  they  are  trying 
to  jolly  their  brother  practitioners.  Don't  we  all  know  that  the  fear 
of  conception  is,  in  many  cases,  the  greatest  of  all  incentives  to 
virtue?  Don't  we  all  know  that  sexual  knowledge  given  to  a 
woman  soon  becomes  the  common  knowledge  of  many  women,  and 
even  of  young  girls?  Oh,  yes,  woman  is  the  greatest  blessing  on 
God's  green  earth,  but  she  is  a  human  animal,  and  doctors  should 
never  forget  it. 

It  surely  does  seem  as  if  the  editor  of  the  Western  Druggist  is 
getting  "buggy/'  for  it  is  impossible  to  conceive  of  any  other  state 
of  mind  in  which  a  man  could  propose  such  a  fool  law  as  the 
following: 
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"Whenever  a  physician  dispenses  his  own  remedies  and  thereby 
assumes  the  functions  of  a  pharmacist,  he  shall  deliver  to  the 
patient  a  prescription  of  the  remedy  or  remedies  he  intended  to 
prescribe  and  that  in  cases  of  fatal  termination  he  shall  not  be 
authorized  to  issue  the  death  certificate  but  the  proper  health  officer 
shall  certify  the  cause  of  death." 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  who  the  author  of  the  fore- 
going proposed  law  would  select  as  a  suitable  person  to  certify  the 
cause  of  death  of  unborn  infants  resulting  from  the  use  of  a  certain 
notorious  brand  of  "pennyroyal"  pills  sold  by  nearly  every  drug 
store  in  the  civilized  world.  When  passing  them  over  his  counter 
the  druggist  knows  well  enough  what  use  is  to  be  made  of  therru 

It  is  announced  from  the  Coral  Island  prison  for  lepers  that 
three  surgeons  of  the  United  States  public  health  and  marine  hos- 
pital service  have  succeeded  in  growing  leper  bacilli  in  pure  culture. 
This  achievement  of  the  scientists  of  the  government's  leprosy  in- 
vestigation station  is  believed  by  them  to  be  the  first  step  in  the 
production  of  a  serum  for  the  cure  or  prevention  of  leprosy.  The 
course  pursued  is  the  same  as  that  which  resulted  in  the  produc- 
tion of  diphtheria  antitoxin. 

The  discovery  by  Dr.  P.  K.  Gilman  of  a  serum  which  he  claims 
will  stop  the  ravages  of  cancer  is  attracting  considerable  attention. 
His  most  important  investigations  and  experiments  were  conducted 
in  Manila,  and  a  full  account  of  them  will  soon  be  published.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  doctor's  new  remedy  will  at  least  afford  some 
relief  to  the  victims  of  this  terrible  affliction,  instead  of  adding  one 
more  to  the  many  fake  cancer  cures. 

While  talking  with  natives  of  Russia,  France  or  Italy  in  regard 
to  doctors  one  is  very  likely  to  be  reminded  of  the  absurd  com- 
parisons made  by  Mr.  Flexner,  of  the  Carnegie  Foundation,  for  one 
soon  finds  that  the  conditions  in  this  country  are  entirely  different 
from  those  existing  in  countries  from  which  the  Foundation  sta- 
tistics were  selected.  In  Italy,  for  instance,  places  are  numerous 
in  which  there  is  no  resident  doctor,  and  in  many  cases  the  distance 
between  doctors  is  from  ten  to  fifty  miles. 

The  president  of  the  New  Hampshire  association  of  druggists, 
in  his  annual  address,  forcibly  pointed  out  the  fact  that  the  sale  of 
certain  drugs  by  the  grocers  was  injuring  the  regular  drug  busi- 
ness, but  he  failed  to  mention  the  injury  to  the  physician's  business 
by  the  counter  prescribing  of  the  druggists. 

It  is  true  that  two  Eclectic  colleges  have  gone  to  the  "demnition 
bow  wows,"  but  it  is  a  long  time  since  these  particular  colleges  were 
any  great  credit  to  our  school.  The  remaining  Eclectic  colleges  are 
well  equipped  and  occupy  a  position  which  makes  for  a  high  stand- 
ard of  eduction. 
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The  first  place  as  a  specific  for  tuberculosis  now  seems  to  be 
given  to  mercury  suceinimide,  in  one-fifth  grain  doses  hypodermi- 
cally  administered  every  other  day  for  sixty  days,  and  reliable  men 
are  reporting  good  results  from  its  use. 

The  New  York  Herald,  in  referring  to  the  Iowa  Republican  con- 
vention, says:  "The  most  important  feature  was  the  flat  failure  of 
the  paid  lobbyists  of  the  Doctor's  Trust  to  secure  a  plank  favoring 
the  enactment  of  a  law  destroying  medical  liberty." 

In  an  article  by  Dr.  D.  B.  Delavan,  recently  published  in  the 
Medical  Record,  the  doctor  says  that  where  there  is  any  tendency 
to  involvement  of  the  nasal  sinuses  in  acute  coryza,  automobile 
riding  offers  every  possible  source  of  danger,  including  the  special 
risk  from  increased  air  pressure  forcing  elements  of  infection  into 
the  sinuses  or  into  the  Eustachian  tubes.  In  chronic  catarrhal  con- 
ditions, however,  he  says  much  benefit  has  been  obtained  from  such 
riding  in  many  cases.  J.  W.  F. 


Zymotic  Poison. 

Obscure  diseases  in  which  careful  examination  reveals  a 
zymotic  influence  as  a  more  or  less  important  factor  are  not  infre- 
quently presented  for  the  consideration  of  the  general  practitioner 
of  medicine.  The  activity  of  the  zymotic  poison  is  usually  in  pro- 
portion to  the  departure  of  normal  function.  When  the  pulse  is 
greatly  increased  in  frequency,  the  temperature  high,  and  there  is 
lessened  secretion,  its  devitalizing  power  is  prominently  manifested. 
There  are  rare  cases,  however,  which  present  the  opposite  condition,, 
such  as  congestive  intermittent  fever  and  cholera,  for  instance,  when 
the  circulation  is  enfeebled  and  the  temperature  low,  causing  a 
rapid  progress  of  the  poisonous  state.  In  order  to  antagonize  a 
zymotic  poison,  therefore,  it  is  first  necessary,  so  far  as  possible, 
to  secure  a  normal  circulation  and  temperature.  This  is  a  matter 
which  cannot  be  too  firmly  pointed  out  and  insisted  upon.  The 
circulation  and  temperature  being  favorably  influenced,  an  im- 
mediate and  controlling  power  is  exerted  over  the  fever  poison  by 
the  remedies  specifically  indicated,  but  had  they  been  employed 
without  such  preparation,  they  would  have  had  no  influence  at  all, 
or  but  slight  influence. 

Some  causes  of  disease  are  destroyed  and  removed  by  remedies 
that  increase  waste  and  secretion,  and  there  are  some  remedies  that 
exert  a  direct  influence  upon  the  causes  of  disease,  modifying  or 
destroying  them,  as  may  be  instanced  in  the  action  of  such  remedies 
as  Phytolacca  in  tonsillitis  and  diphtheria.  This  action,  however, 
in  the  majority  of  cases  is  not  markedly  energetic.  Causes  of  dis- 
ease acting  in  and  from  the  blood  are  frequently  removed  by  stimu- 
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lating  the  excretory  organs.  Some  causes  are  removed  principally 
by  the  skin,  others  by  the  bowels,  and  others  by  the  kidneys. 

The  cause  of  diseases  characterized  by  periodicity  plays  a  very 
important  part  in  the  diseases  of  some  localities.  If  we  can  over- 
come this  cause  the  disease  as  a  whole  soon  ceases,  or,  at  least,  is 
very  much  modified.  Here  quinine  is  a  true  specific,  and  it  may  be 
taken  as  a  type  of  specific  remedies.  If  the  diagnosis  is  correctly 
made,  and  the  system  prepared  for  its  assimilation,  it  will  rarely 
fail  to  prove  a  very  efficient  remedial  agent.  J.  W.  F. 


Medical  Authority — The  Evidence. 

The  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries  were  marked  by  the 
same  intolerant  attitude  toward  all  advance  in  medical  knowledge. 

The  mental  atmosphere  of  medical  authority  was  pregnant 
-with  poisonous  exhalations  which  resulted  in  venomous  language- 
forms  which  are  designated  as  ridicule,  abuse,  defamation  and  per- 
secution and  are  intended  to  poison  the  popular  mind  ;  and  men  of 
those  centuries  who  would  not  be  bound  by  authority's  rules  fared 
not  differently  from  those  of  other  times. 

The  seventeenth  century  produced  such  men  as  Sydenham,  of 
whom  it  is  said :  "His  fame,  like  that  of  most  superior  men  who 
are  benefactors  of  the  human  race,  was  chiefly  posthumous.  Like 
all  truly  learned  men  he  made  little  display  of  his  learning;  but  like 
all  men  of  his  type,  he  boldly  pursued  a.  course  selected  by  himself 
but  not  in  conformity  with  the  methods  of  authority  or  the  works 
of  more  ancient  physicians.  Though  possessed  of  much  learning 
and  common  sense  he  was  branded  by  medical  authority  as  'not 
a  profound  man  of  science.'  "  The  venomous  tongue  of  authority 
hurled  the  poisonous  shafts  of  ridicule  at  Sydenham  and  his  fol- 
lowers. Even  unto  death  they  pursued  them.  Authority  as 
orthodox  practitioners  (regular  of  our  time)  stigmatized  Sydenham 
as  "sectarian."  How  familiar  the  word  sounds  to  us  of  the  present 
day,  as  medical  authority  is  still  in  the  business  of  vilification  of 
men  who  do  not  agree  with  it  in  everything.  Although  three  hun- 
dred years  have  passed  since  Sydenham  was  condemned  by  medical 
authority  in  terms  of  opprobrium,  the  spirit  that  germinates  evil 
thoughts  against  honest  men  is  as  vigorous  to-day  as  in  times  long 
past;  and  any  man  who  dares  to  think  and  express  his  honest 
thought  must  expect  to  bear  the  taunts  and  gibes  and  vile  epithets 
engendered  in  distorted  minds. 

It  is  stated  with  reference  to  Sydenham :  "That  the  'College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons'  cherished  little  affection  for  him."  How 
lovely  it  was  of  the  "Physicians  and  Surgeons"    Only  a  short  time 
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before  he  died  he  wrote  to  a  friend :  "I  have  the  happiness  of  curing 
my  patients — at  least  of  having  it  said  that  few  miscarry  under 
me;  but  cannot  brag  of  my  correspondence  with  some  others  of 
my  Faculty.,,  The  cause  of  authority's  ill  treatment  of  him  is  made 
plain  by  the  following  historical  excerpt:  "He  is  indeed  famous  be- 
cause he  inaugurated  a  new  method  and  better  ethics  of  practice, 
the  worth  and  diffusive  influence  of  which  did  not  become  obvious, 
except  to  those  who  were  on  the  same  line  with  himself." 

Sydenham  had  a  profound  contempt  for  the  medical  literature 
of  his  time  and  to  show  his  contempt  advised  that  "Persons  de- 
sirous of  studying  medicine  read  Don  Quixote  as  a  valuable  work." 
This  man  was  thoroughly  hated  by  medical  authority  and  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  yet  the  latter  builded  a  monument 
to  his  memory  in  1810.  This  institution,  by  the  providence  of 
death,  had  been  given  time  to  grow  up  to  the  standard  of  Sydenham. 
Authority  even  organized  a  Society  in  his  name  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years  after  his  death. 

Authority  heaped  calumny  upon  the  head  of  Malpighi ;  hurled 
invectives  at  Haller  and  assailed  Harvey  with  bitter  denunciation. 

Harvey  discovered  the  circulation  of  the  blood  and  submitted 
his  discovery  to  proofs  and  counter-proofs  for  fifteen  years  before 
publishing  the  facts.  For  this  discovery  medical  authority  persecuted 
Harvey  and  maliciously  denounced  him,  as  demented.  It  caused 
him  to  lose  much  of  his  practice  and  rejected  his  first  publication. 
A  foreign  country  gave  hospitality  to  his  thought.  Such  was  the 
attitude  of  medical  authority.  Such  is  the  attitude  of  medical 
authority  to-day.  It  sought  to  destroy  all  thought  except  that 
which  emanated  from  its  own  paretic  brain  and  failing  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  age,  antagonized  every  honest  effort.  Medical 
authority,  like  the  poisonous  reptile  of  the  marsh,  emits  its  venom 
at  every  one  who  happens  to  approach  its  lair.  Incapable  of  honest 
opposition,  authority  casts  the  stigma  of  insanity  upon  that  which 
transcends  its  meagre  intellect.  Because  Harvey's  intellect  out- 
weighed its  own,  authority  called  him  crazy.  Renouard  says  of 
Harvey :  "So  much  care  and  circumspection  in  search  for  truth ;  so 
much  modesty  and  firmness  in  its  demonstration;  so  much  clearness 
and  method  in  the  development  of  his  ideas  should  have  pre- 
possessed every  one  in  his  favor ;  but  on  the  contrary  it  caused  a 
general  stupefaction  in  the  medical  world  and  gave  rise  to  great 
opposition."  Authority  was  too  dull  to  comprehend  even  so  plain 
a  truth. 

Swedenborg  was  not  a  physician  but  may  be  classed  with  the 
discoverers  of  anatomical  knowledge.  "As  a  scientist  he  was  equal 
to  the  profoundest  of  his  time.  He  explored  every  department  of 
learning  and  brought  away  treasures  from  them  all.  Emerson 
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said  of  him :  ''His  genius  began  its  lessons  in  quarries  and  forges ; 
in  the  smelting  pot  and  crucible ;  in  ship  yards  and  dissecting 
rooms.  He  anticipated  much  of  the  science  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury; anticipated  the  views  of  modern  astronomy;  in  anatomy  the 
discoveries  of  Schlichting,  Monro  and  Wilson ;  and  he  first  demon- 
strated the  office  of  the  lungs." 

Another  has  said :  "He  was  born  when  the  notions  of  scholars 
were  bursting  from  their  cocoons  of  the  previous  century,  taking 
new  forms  and  with  them  developing  new  powers  to  soar,  as  well 
as  to  perpetuate  their  kind.  Swedenborg  made  himself  familiar 
with  all.  He  was  a  very  Viking  in  his  aggressive  experimentations, 
thorough  in  his  explorations,  analytic  in  his  methods,  systematic 
in  his  elucidations  and  'not  to  be  measured  by  whole  colleges  of 
ordinary  scholars.'  Such  science  is  no  tradesman  and  works  not 
for  the  improvement  of  any  calling;  but  solely  because  truth  is  good 
Such  science  for  the  human  body  has  been  cultivated  by  the  non- 
medical Swedenborg."  Authority  contented  itself  with  denouncing 
Swedenborg  as  insane,  and  took  no  notice  of  his  achievements.  It 
could  not  brook  the  intrusion  of  a  layman  in  its  domain. 

It  is  said  of  Swedenborg  that :  "He  offered  the  first  suggestion 
of  a  rational  theory  of  pathology.  Licentiate  of  No-College, 
Swedenborg  is  one  of  the  men  in  whose  works  we  have  found  a 
beginning  of  instruction  on  this  subject." 

Profound  though  his  works  were,  they  were  discredited  and 
Swedenborg  was  treated  as  an  intruder.  Authority  regarded  his 
teachings  as  an  offense  and  a  scandal,  and  inflicted  woe  upon  the 
man  who  dared  offend  it  by  promulgating  doctrines  incompatible 
with  its  limited  knowledge.  Authority  cursed  him  till  he  died, 
then  tried  to  forget  that  he  ever  lived. 

These  few  examples  show  the  unchangeableness  of  authority 
through  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries.  These  ex- 
amples do  not  stand  alone,  for  every  man  who  dared  oppose  its 
power,  felt  its  fangs.  The  story  of  the  treatment  of  Sydenham, 
Malpighi,  Harvey  and  Swedenborg  is  the  story  of  every  man  who 
stood  without  the  sacred  precincts  of  medical  authority  in  the  cen- 
turies of  which  I  write. 

Beginning  with  my  next  paper  I  shall  show  what  medical 
authority  has  done  in  the  nineteenth  century ;  the  century  in  which 
you  and  I  have  lived.  All  of  us  know  something  about  medical 
authority.  Some  of  us  know  more  than  others.  Some  of  us  are  a 
little  skeptical  concerning  the  malevolent  attitude  authority  bears 
toward  those  who  try  to  exercise  what  brains  their  Creator  gave 
them.  When  authority  tempts  they  listen.  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
prove  it  to  be  the  same  old  monster  which  is  like  the  worm  that 
dieth  not.  Stephens. 
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Not  Consistent  with  Public  Safety. 

The  medical  law  of  this  State  permits  a  certain  class  of  per- 
sons, without  any  suitable  preliminary  preparation,  to  treat  the 
sick,  but  fortunately  the  New  York  City  Board  of  Health,  evidently 
realizing  the  absurdity  of  granting  such  permission,  has  absolutely 
refused  to  permit  the  burial  of  persons  dying  while  under  the  treat- 
ment of  any  person  other  than  a  licensed  physician,  until  after  an 
examination  has  been  made  by  a  coroner.  This  decision  of  the 
Board  of  Health  being  displeasing  to  the  osteopaths,  a  test  case 
was  brought  before  Judge  Putnam,  in  the  Supreme  Court,  who 
sustained  the  Board  of  Health  in  the  following  language: 

"While  the  State  has  wisely  allowed  the  practice  of  osteopathy, 
it  does  not  follow  that  it  thereby  holds  one  without  any  practice 
in  surgery  or  experience  in  prescribing  drugs  as  fully  qualified  to 
certify  the  cause  of  death.  Granted  that  the  theoretical  education 
of  the  osteopath  is  of  a  standard  equal  to  that  of  a  doctor  of  med- 
icine, after  he  enters  on  his  profession  his  practice  is  restricted,  so 
that  it  does  not  appear  that  he  can  make  the  tests  by  examination 
of  blood  and  tissues,  by  which  alone  many  diseases  can  be  certainly 
detected. 

"The  sanitary  code  is  discriminatory,  but  the  discrimination  is 
not  personal  or  arbitrary.  It  is  based  on  a  limitation  which  the 
osteopath  may  be  said  to  make  for  himself  and  deprives  him  of  no 
rights  he  ought  to  exercise  consistent  with  the  public  safety." 

While  the  foregoing  decision  is  a  just  and  wholesome  one,  the 
Judge's  statement  that  "the  theoretical  education  of  the  osteopath 
is  of  a  standard  equal  to  that  of  a  doctor  of  medicine"  should  not 
be  allowed  to  pass  without  question,  for,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
greater  number  of  osteopaths  have  very  little  of  either  theoretical 
or  practical  medical  education.  J.  W.  F. 


Moist  Heat. 

Thermotherapy  in  inflammatory  conditions  seems  to  prove  most 
effective  when  applied  in  the  form  of  moist  heat.  The  relaxation  of 
pressure  by  infiltrated  and  swollen  tissues  upon  nerve  endings,  as 
experienced  by  the  relief  of  pain,  specifically  proves  this. 

The  advantages  of  moist  heat  where  indicated  is  generally  ac- 
knowledged. The  method  of  its  application  from  professional  prefer- 
ment seems  to  be  in  the  form  of  Antiphlogistine.  By  this  method, 
a  high  temperature  can  be  maintained  in  contact  with  the  affected  part 
for  hours  without  exposure  to  the  patient  for  redressing. 

The  superior  advantages  of  Antiphlogistine  over  other  forms  of 
moist  dressings,  such  as  poultices,  hot  packs,  etc.,  are  that  it  is  easily 
applied,  retains  its  heat  for  hours,  is  antiseptic  in  action,  and  above  all 
produces  satisfactory  therapeutic  results. 
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Original  Articles 


Therapeutics  of  Echinacea. 

BY  T.  JENSEN,  M.  D. 

During  the  last  six  years  of  my  medical  practice,  I  have  thor- 
oughly tested  Echinacea  angustifolia  therapeutically,  in  various 
pathological  conditions,  and  have  found  its  principal  action  as 
follows : 

1.  It  is  sedative,  both  locally  and  internally. 

2.  It  is  antiseptic,  both  locally  and  internally. 

3.  It  is  an  alterative  of  the  highest  order. 

Having  treated  three  cases  of  typhoid  fever  in  one  family  during 
the  month  of  August,  1910,  all  the  symptoms  being  alike,  the  usual 
symptoms  of  beginning  typhoid.  The  Echinacea  undoubtedly 
aborted  the  disease  in  each  case,  nothing  else  being  given.  The 
result  was  satisfactory,  but  it  took  three  weeks  before  the  patients 
regained  their  strength,  and  they  are  yet  far  from  vigorous. 

During  the  winter  of  1910  I  had  several  cases  of  Carbuncle,  of 
which  I  will  mention  but  one.  An  old  man  of  82  years  of  age, 
after  two  weeks'  suffering  intense  pain,  and  using  all  kinds  of  home 
treatment  including  poultices  of  all  kinds,  finally  concluded  to  take 
medical  aid.  "When  he  came  to  me  his  neck  was  enormously 
swollen  and  of  a  bluish  color.  I  made  an  hypodermic  injection  of 
carbolic  acid  into  the  core,  and  then  made  an  incision  almost  down 
to  the  bone.  I  found  all  the  tissue  necrosed  and  had  to  curette 
away  all  that  was  necrosed.  I  applied  wet  dressing  of  Echafolta  in 
glycerin,  and  also  gave  Echinacea  internally.  The  patient  was 
also  suffering  from  Myocarditis  as  a  complication  which  I  sup- 
posed to  be  due  to  old  age,  but  fortunately  Glycosuria  was  not 
present.  The  old  man  gradually  recovered,  but  an  unexpected  result 
was  that  the  myocarditis  murmur  disappeared,  and  the  breathing 
became  more  natural.  Unquestionably  the  Echinacea  had  a  bene- 
ficial effect  on  the  selective  condition  of  the  cardiac  blood  vessel 
in  the  aged. 

Early  in  the  summer,  a  boy  ran  into  a  barbed  wire  fence  and  , 
injured  the  lower  third  of  tibia.  AVhen  he  came  to  me,  a  few  days 
later,  the  leg  was  enormously  swollen,  and  the  appearance  not  very 
encouraging.  Hypodermic  injection  of  10  drops  carbolic  acid  was 
made  into  the  site  of  injury,  and  then  incision  and  wet  dressing  of 
Echafolta  in  glycerin.  In  two  days,  the  pain  and  swelling  were 
all  gone. 

I  have  had  an  epidemic  of  diarrhea  and  dysentery  among 
children  in  my  neighborhood.    My  principal  treatment  has  been 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW. 


267 


evacuent  of  castor  oil,  then  Echafolta  and  Ipecac  in  hourly  doses. 
Bismuth  has  been  of  minor  importance.  Sometimes  Podophyllin 
trit.  in  1-100  gr.  doses  has  been  used  with  Ipecac  to  replace  the 
castor  oil,  but  Echafolta  has  always  been  given.  The  beauty  of 
Echafolta  is,  it  covers  the  ichorous  and  fetid  odor  of  the  fetal  dis- 
charges of  infantile  diarrhea.  _  Hence  Echafolta  is  an  intestinal 
antiseptic  of  the  highest  order,  and  it  cannot  be  excelled  by  any  other 
form  of  treatment. 

In  the  early  part  of  spring,  1910,  I  had  a  case  of  pneumonia, 
an  old  lady,  age  78.  She  had  for  years  suffered  from  Cholelithiasis, 
but  was  too  feeble  to  undergo  a  radical  operation.  I  was  called 
the  day  following  that  on  which  she  was  taken  sick.  On  entering 
her  room  a  fearful  fetid  odor  was  apparent,  although  all  the  win- 
dows were  open,  and  a  trained  nurse  was  in  attendance.  The 
bedding  was  clean,  and  everything  in  the  room  was  in  a  sanitary 
condition.  The  foul  odor  came  from  her  breathing.  The  old  lady 
appeared  to  me  to  be  in  a  dying  condition.  I  did  not  know  what 
to  do.  Finally  I  decided  to  give  Echafolta  in  10-drop  doses,  every 
three  hours,  and  fed  her  on  malted  milk  and  whiskey.  When  I 
saw  her  again,  two  days  later,  the  fetid  odor  had  gone,  and  re- 
covery seemed  probable.  Four  weeks  later  she  suddenly 
succumbed  to  an  attack  of  Cholemia. 

There  are  many  other  conditions  in  which  I  should  like  to  try 
the  therapeutical  action  of  Echinacea,  for  instance,  in  Infantile 
Paralysis,  or  Poliomyelitis.  Should  I  have  an  opportunity,  I  shall 
certainly  make  a  thorough  trial.  Its  soothing  and  sedative  effect 
on  the  nervous  system  is  without  a  peer. 

I  shall  also  try  it  in  endometritis,  in  which  I  am  sure  it  will 
do  no  harm,  for  instance,  to  apply  the  Echinacea  mixed  with  glyc- 
erin, to  the  endometrium,  as  it  will  kill  all  pus  cells  and  thereby 
relieve  inflammation.  I  have  used  it  in  ulceration  of  the  os  uteri 
on  tampon,  apparently  with  good  effect,  but  cannot  say  for  certain 
yet. 

All  of  the  above  is  from  my  practice  during  1910. 

Spring  Grove,  Minn. 


Spreading  Smallpox  by  Fire. 

BY  G.  W.  HARVEY,  M.  D. 

While  a  student  in  college,  a  physician  of  some  forty  years' 
experience,  taking  a  post  graduate,  told  me  confidentially  that  if 
"I  should  ever  need  work  in  a  hurry,  to  procure  some  smallpox 
scabs  from  some  source  and  when  the  weather  and  wind  were 
favorable,  to  burn  them  in  the  fireplace  or  in  the  open  air  on  a 


268 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW. 


shovel  of  coals,  and  he  would  guarantee  that  in  nine  days  there 
would  be  plenty  of  work  for  me." 

I  paid  little  attention  to  this  bit  of  advice,  thinking  that  the 
old  chap  was  either  green  or  joking,  for  I  considered  fire  the  one 
sure  destroyer  of  all  infection  and  contagion.  I  did  not  believe 
that  germs  ( ?)  of  disease  could  survive  the  touch  of  flame  or  coal 
in  an  active  glow  any  more  than  the  clothing  that  harbored  the 
contagion,  could. 

Years  passed  by  and  the  old  doctor  and  his  kindly  advice  in 
the  ways  of  getting  business  had  long  since  been  forgotten,  when 
the  proof  of  his  wisdom  was  literally  driven  home  and  clinched 
by  evidence  that  was  most  conclusive.  It  was  this :  The  quaran- 
tine station  was  a  mile  southeast  of  the  corporate  limits  of  the 
town.  Five  patients  were  treated  and  detained  there  until  con- 
valescence was  fully  established.  Every  one  recovered,  and  after 
the  nurses,  guards  and  patients  were  discharged  the  station  was 
burned,  and  nothing  but  ashes  remained  to  mark  the  whilom 
lazaretto. 

The  day  upon  which  the  camp  was  burned  was  a  warm  one 
in  April,  and  the  good  housewives  in  town  had  their  windows 
open  airing  out  the  houses.  It  so  happened  that  at  the  time  there 
was  a  gentle  breeze  blowing  from  the  camp  to  the  town  and  several 
people  remarked  the  odor  of  burning  cloth  and  refuse.  This  is  in 
itself  very  commonplace,  but  the  remarkable  thing  about  it  is  that 
in  nine  days  from  the  burning  some  dozen  cases  of  smallpox  de- 
veloped in  the  town  and  mostly  in  the  families  of  those  whose 
houses  had  windows  open  toward  the  camp,  and  a  number  of  the 
stricken  ones  had  recently  been  vaccinated. 

Now  let  the  gentlemen  who  believe  in  the  bacterial  origin  of  dis- 
ease arise  and  explain  how  it  is  that  the  particular  germ  that  causes 
smallpox  can  get  out  of  the  meshes  of  clothing  and  bedding,  and 
even  out  of  an  old  dried  up  scab,  that  is  rapidly  consuming  with  fire 
and  spread  contagion  more  surely  than  if  let  alone.  Does  the  fire 
make  him  more  virulent,  or  simply  mad,  or  does  it  divest  him  of 
his  outward  husk  or  covering  and  give  him  wings  that  are  of  use 
only  in  the  direction  of  the  wind?  There  is  food  for  thought  here. 
How  many  epidemics  of  smallpox  and  possibly  other  diseases,  as 
scarlatina  and  diphtheria,  have  been  spread  by  the  same  means?  It  is 
very  plain  that  there  are  some  things  about  contagion  that  we  don't 
understand  yet.  Contagion  is  something  more  subtle  than  the 
omnipresent  microbe,  and  the  ancient  Mosaic  method  of  washing 
in  pure  water  everything  that  has  been  in  contact  with  disease 
or  death  will  eventually  be  found,  mayhap,  to  be  the  surer  method 
of  disinfecting  all  manner  of  things,  whether  utensils,  clothing,  sick 
or  sound  people  that  have  been  exposed  to  disease.    The  real  cause 
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of  disease  will  eventually  be  found  to  be  as  subtle  as  the  cause  of 
health,  or  life  itself. 

Millville,  California. 


An  Autumn  Ramble. 

BY  ELI  G.   JONES,  M.  D. 

In  these  golden  autumn  days  I  love  to  start  out  early  in  the 
morning  when  the  air  is  fresh  and  pure,  and  wander  out  in  the 
country.  Now  is  the  time  of  year  when  many  of  our  vegetable 
remedies  are  in  blossom.  In  the  meadow,  towering  above  all  the 
other  plants,  is  the  Queen  of  the  Meadow,  with  its  purple  flower,  a 
little  further  along  we  find  the  Phytolacca  (Poke  root).  Its  green 
berries  are  just  ripening  to  a  dark  red  color.  Here  is  the  Celandim, 
with  its  modest  yellow  flower.  The  burdock  (Arctium  Scapa) 
grows  so  plentifully  by  the  road  side.  In  a  vacant  lot,  neglected 
and  forgotten,  is  the  stinkweed  (Stramonium)  with  its  white, 
trumpet-shaped  flower.  Growing  by  the  road  side  we  find  the 
witch  hazel  (Hamamelis).  There  in  wild  profusion  grows  the 
smartweed  (Polygonium  Persicaria).  In  another  place  we  find 
the  Red  root  with  light  purple  flowers,  the  Ceanothus  Americana, 
used  by  our  forefathers  as  a  substitute  for  tea  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary War.  When  I  see  these  plants  growing  wild  in  their 
native  state,  I  often  wonder  how  many  physicians  there  are  who 
can  pick  out  these  plants,  give  the  name  and  medical  properties  of 
them?  How  many  men  who  are  professors  of  Materia  Medica  can 
pick  out  these  plants  when  they  see  them  growing?  Give  a  chemi- 
cal analysis  of  each  plant,  what  soil  it  is  best  adapted  to,  what  part 
of  the  plant  is  used  in  medicine?  Then  give  a  clear  cut  indication 
for  its  use?  I  was  taught  Eclectic  Materia  Medica  by  one  of  the 
fathers  of  the  Eclectic  School,  a  man  who  had  lived  close  to  the 
great  heart  of  nature.  He  knew  all  the  plants  by  sight  and  their 
properties ;  one  of  the  most  eloquent  lecturers  that  I  ever  listened 
to.  He  was  Dr.  Henry  Hollenback,  who  lived  and  died  in  this 
city.  He  was  Professor  Materia  Medica  in  the  Eclectic  Medical 
College  of  Pennsylvania,  chartered  in  Philadelphia  in  1850.  In 
1841  he  was  the  Secretary  of  the  first  Eclectic  Medical  Society 
formed  in  Philadelphia,  Pa. — Dir.  P.  F.  Sweet,  President.  It  seems 
but  yesterday  that  I  heard  him  lecture  before  the  class  of  students 
in  '69  in  Philadelphia.  I  can  see  before  my  mind's  eye  the  pictures 
of  each  plant  in  its  natural  colors  as  he  held  it  up  before  the  class. 
Then  from  the  Herbarium  he  had  selected  the  flowers'  leaves  and 
roots  of  the  plants  he  would  lecture  on  that  day,  to  show  us  just 
how  the  plant  looked  in  its  natural  state.  From  that  he  would  go 
on  to  tell  us  what  the  properties  of  the  plant  were  and  what  could 
be  done  with  it.    He  imparted  his  own  love  of  the  trees  and 
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flowers  to  his  students.  It  made  an  impression  upon  their  minds 
that  they  never  forgat.  His  book  on  "American  Eclectic  Materia 
Medica/'  published  in  1865,  was  for  many  years  a  standard  authority 
on  the  medical  properties  of  our  American  herbs.  We  shall  not 
look  upon  his  like  again;  as  a  teacher  of  Materia  Medica  he  had  no 
rival.  In  my  rambles  out  in  the  country  I  often  take  some  of  my 
students  with  me  to  teach  them  practical  Materia  Medica,  not  as 
it  is  found  in  the  text  books,  but  as  it  is  in  every  day  life.  When 
you  show  a  plant  to  a  student  growing  in  its  native  heath,  and 
tell  him  all  the  important  points  about  it,  it  makes  an  impression  on 
his  mind  he  never  forgets.  This  is  the  only  practical  way  to  teach 
vegetable  Materia  Medica.  Many  a  long,  tedious  ride  in  country 
practice  has  been  shortened  and  made  pleasant  and  profitable  by  a 
study  of  the  trees  and  plants  along  the  roadside,  repeating  their 
botanical  name  and  giving  the  properties  of  them.  Many  a  time  I 
have  driven  up  to  a  house  to  visit  a  patient,  and  seen  plants  growing 
in  the  door  yard  that  would  have  cured  them  if  they  had  only 
known  how  to  use  them. 

Of  simple  medicines,  and  their  powers  to  cure, 

A  wise  physician  makes  his  knowledge  sure ; 

Else  for  the  household  in  his  healing  art 

He  stands  ill  fitted  to  take  useful  part." 
No  doctor  can  afford  to  plead  ignorance  of  the  description 
and  medical  properties  of  the  most  common  and  useful  plants  that 
grow  around  our  country  homes. 
Burlington,  New  Jersey. 

Items  from  the  Field  of  Neurology. 

BY  THEODORE  DAVIS  ADLERMAX,  A.   B.,  M.  D. 

The  majority  of  cases  of  the  so-called  Catatonia,  of  Kaulbaum 
belong  "to  the  class  of  stuporous  melancholic  dements,  and  are 
not  to  be  considered  as  belonging  to  a  distinct  form  of  insanity." 

Melancholia  attonita  presents  many  points  of  resemblance  to 
the  acute  curable  dementia,  but  can  be  distinguished  by  the  history 
of  antecedent  depression,  the  anxious  expression  of  the  countenance, 
the  frantic  attempts  at  suicide,  and  after  recovery  by  the  retention 
by  the  patient  of  a  fairly  accurate  memory  of  the  events  of  the 
time  of  apparent  stupor. 

The  urine  in  melancholia  shows  some  departures  from  the 
normal.  In  acute  cases  a  total  excretion  of  phosphoric  acid  is 
diminished,  alkaline  phosphates  are  lessened,  earthy  phosphates  are 
considerably  augmented,  the  urea  sinks  to  about  one-half  normal. 
Excess  of  indican  and  skatol  is  the  rule. 
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The  ambitious  paranoiacs  can  be  divided  into  (3)  three  chief 
groups ;  the  reformers,  the  religious  and  the  erotomaniac  paranoiacs. 
Don't,  however,  imagine  that  every  reformer  is  a  paranoiac ;  though 
some  that  I  know  will  become,  or  are  not  far  from  the  paranoiac 
point. 


Not  a  few  epileptics  shdw  a.  morose,  suspicious  disposition, 
which,  as  mental  enfeeblement  progresses,  separates  them  from  the 
outer  world. 


A  statement  has  been  made  not  long  ago- that  the  number  of  in- 
sane among  the  natives  in  Eastern  Asia  and  Asiatic  islands.  Africa 
and  Australia  are  considerably  fewer  than  among  the  Caucasians. 
This  is  quite  true,  but  the  observer  overlooked  this  fact ;  that  the 
maniacs  among  these  races  are  slain  (and  these  are  many),  the 
melancholiacs  are  allowed  their  natural  drift  toward  suicide  and 
starvation  and  the  dements  die  from  lack  of  care. 


What  has  the  sex  of  the  patient  to  do  with  the  chance  of 
insanity  showing  itself?  Do  more  men  or  women  become  insane? 
I  have  been  asked  to  answer  these  questions  through  the  Review 
by  some  one  who  signs  himself  K.  K.  These  questions  are  not 
easy  to  answer,  and  statistics  are  apt  to  mislead  here.  That  females 
preponderate  is  quite  certain,  but  you  must  remember  that  they 
are  much  less  liable  to  fatal  brain  disease;  they  suffer  in  far  less 
degree  from  general  paralysis  or  from  apoplexy,  hemiplegia  and 
other  forms  of  brain  degeneration.  Many  female  patients  sink 
into  quiet  dementia  and  in  this  state  live  a  long  life  and  this  way 
outnumber  the  male  patients.  A  large  number  of  males  who  suffer 
from  general  paralysis  die  quickly  and  are  replaced  by  others.  My 
own  belief  is  that  the  difference  in  the  number  of  the  two  sexes 
who  become  insane  is  not  very  material.  Of  course,  we  must  not 
overlook  the  fact  that  a  woman's  nervous  condition  is  of  great 
instability,  and  sexual  troubles,  pregnancy,  parturition  and  lactation 
are  likely  to  upset  them,  but  from  the  insanities  caused  by  the 
above,  they  recover  in  large  numbers. 

Women  who  have  children  late  in  life  are  liable  to  puerperal 
insanity. 


I  lately  saw  a  peculiar  case  of  what  I  call  "moral  insanity,"  a 
case  which  properly  could  be  classified  as  a  "monomaniac  of  hoard- 
ing." The  room  he  lived  in  was  a  most  wonderful  sight.  It  was 
filled  with  collections  of  eggs,  orange  peel,  boxes  of  paper,  coins, 
rubbish,  buttons,  and  like,  the  patient  having  a  mania  of  collecting 
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or  hoarding  the  most  useless  things.  The  room  was  full  of  them, 
small  stones  from  gravel  walks,  etc.,  etc.,  and  here  is  a  point;  when 
his  friends  removed  all  this  rubbish  he  at  once  started  out  for  new 
collections  of  the  same. 


J.  N.  Hall  and  D.  Hopkins  report  five  cases  (Jour.  Am.  Med. 
Assn.)  of  Landry's  paralysis,  and  discuss  its  relations  to  myelitis, 
poliomyelitis,  and  multiple  neuritis.  These  authors  consider  those 
cases  typical  which  are  characterized  by  acute  onset,  motor  paraly- 
sis, ascending  in  character  without  material  involvement  of  sensa- 
tion and  with  loss  of  the  deep  and  superficial  reflexes,  with  or  with- 
out involvement  of  the  sphincters,  and  generally  fatal  by  respiratory 
paralysis  within  one  or  two  weeks.  Landry's  paralysis  is  due  to  in- 
fections and  toxins  which,  in  most  cases,  are  bacterial  products. 


Friedrich's  ataxia  resembles  several  other  affections.  Thus  it 
resembles  true  tabes  in  the  presence  of  ataxia  and  absence  of  knee 
jerk.  The  coexistence  of  actual  muscular  weakness,  the  presence 
of  nystagmus  and  of  speech  defects,  the  curvature  of  the  spine,  the 
deformity  of  the  feet  and  the  extensor  character  of  the  plantar  reflex 
would  all  be  positive  signs  of  Friedrich's  ataxia.  The  tendency  for 
the  disease  to  affect  several  members  of  the  same  family,  the 
early  age  of  onset,  the  absence  of  shooting  pains  or  profound 
sensory  phenomena  of  visceral  crises,  and  trophic  lesions,  and  the 
comparative  immunity  of  the  sphincters  would  all  tell  in  the  same 
direction,  as  would  also  the  absence  of  optic  nerve  atrophy  and  of 
the  Argyll-Robertson  pupil. 


Very  few  parents  treat  their  hysterical  children  properly,  and 
isolation  is  therefore  required  in  a  great  many  of  these  cases.  Iso- 
lation, strange  surroundings,  strange  people  and  a  strange  physician 
will  often  work  wonders. 


Of  all  the  grave  varieties  of  chorea,  maniacal  chorea  or  chorea 
insaniens  is  not  only  the  gravest,  but  also  the  most  fatal.  Of  23 
cases  collected  from  various  sources  by  Gay,  death  occurred  in  8, 
recovery  in  10,  permanent  weak  mind  in  1,  and  4  were  lost  sight  of, 
having  been  sent  to  asylums.  The  duration  may  be  very  short, 
death  coming  even  as  early  as  the  sixth  day  and  in  one  instance 
on  the  second  day. 


The  tendon  reflexes  and  especially  the  knee  je~rk  are  the  sub- 
ject of  discussion  in  many  accident  cases.  Loss  of  the  knee  jerk 
does  not  occur  as  the  result  of  functional  disease.  Exaggeration  is 
the  rule.    Unless  associated  with  other  symptoms  slight  exaggera- 
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tion  cannot  be  regarded  as  of  any  particular  pathological  signifi- 
cance, when  associated  with  ankle  clonus  it  indicates  organic  dis- 
ease, when  associated  with  other  symptoms  it  lends  confirmatory 
evidence  as  to  existence  of  morbid  functional  states. 


Stab  wounds  and  pistol-shot  wounds  are  similar  to  fractures  and 
dislocations  in  their  effects  on  the  cord.  They  produce  contusion, 
laceration  and  hemorrhage.  They  most  frequently  cause  partial 
lesions,  most  of  the  cases  of  Brown-Sequard  paralysis  being  due 
to  these  agencies.  In  both  bullet  and  stab  wounds  hematomyelia 
may  form  an  important  feature. 


The  term  hystero-epilepsy,  which  has  been  applied  to  the  con- 
vulsions of  hysteria,  is  a  misnomer,  which  has  led  to  quite  some 
confusion.  The  disease  is  either  hysteria  or  epilepsy,  or  the  two 
diseases  occurring  simultaneously  in  the  same  individual.  There 
are  marked  differences  between  epileptic  and  hysterical  fits.  In 
epilepsy  the  convulsion  is  of  short  duration,  the  hysterical  attack 
may  be  half  hour  or  more.  Biting  of  the  tongue  and  involuntary 
passage  of  urine  (constant  in  epilepsy)  do  not  occur  in  hysteria; 
after  an  epileptic  attack  the  knee  jerk  is  lost,  which  is  not  in 
hysteria. 

Epileptic  children  must  be  under  constant  observation.  Oppor- 
tunity for  injury  during  an  attack  must  be  carefully  avoided,  and 
they  should  not  be  permitted  to  handle  pointed  and  sharp  articles 
without  supervision. 


The  myotonic  spasms  of  the  new  born  and  young  infants  are 
in  direct  dependence  upon  febrile  processes.  Myotonia  of  nurslings 
is  not  a  primary  disease,  but  always  dependent  upon  other  disturb- 
ances of  health.  70  Rogers  Ave.,  Brooklyn. 


When  Suspicious  Examine  the  Urine. 

Of  all  body  excretions,  the  urine  offers  the  best  index  of  threaten- 
ing maladies  and  pathological  changes.  For  this  reason  a  little  brochure 
just  isbued  by  the  New  York  Pharmaceutical  Company  of  Bedford 
Springs,  Bedford,  Mass.,  is  not  only  timely  but  useful  and,  from  its 
airangements  extremely  practical. 

Besides  presenting  working  tests  for  the  detection  of  Albumen, 
Sugar,  Phosphates,  Uric  Acid,  etc.,  their  significance  when  found,  is 
clearly  set  forth.  The  few  moments  spent  in  reading  this  booklet  will 
be  time  well  devoted.    Send  for  a  copy. 
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Vanadium. 

Vanadium  as  an  alloy  for  metals  has  been  known  for  many 
years  in  the  manufacturing  of  steel.  It  aids  in  giving  the  steel  de- 
sirable properties,  and  which  are  especially  valuable  in  the  manu- 
facture of  steel  armor  plate. 

Through  the  efforts  of  French  scientists  it  has  been  discovered 
that  salts  derived  from  this  metal  possesses  energetic  medicinal 
properties.  Professor  N.  A.  Helouis,  while  making  investigations  in 
metallurgy,  discovered  the  powers  of  vanadium  in  relation  to  oxygen 
gas,  and  says  that  observations  made  by  him,  and  by  physicians  in 
France,  indicate  that  the  administration  of  vanadium  salts  wTas  bene- 
ficial in  anemia,  tuberculosis  and  in  rheumatism.  The  professor 
believes  that  the  therapeutic  action  is  due  to  the  tendency  of  the 
oxygen  released  from  vanadium  to  increase  the  number  of  red 
corpuscles  in  the  blood.  In  regard  to  the  medicinal  use  of  vanadium 
Professor  Helouis  says  : 

"For  fourteen  years  I  have  been  working  on  this  idea,  as  are 
others,  for  I  am  convinced  that  we  are  on  the  verge  of  important 
discoveries,  which  will  be  of  value  in  the  practice  of  medicine." 


Skepticism. 

This  term  has  been  largely  devoted  to  theology,  and  yet  there 
are  few  doctors  but  are  at  some  time  skeptical  with  regard  to 
therapeutics.  I  remember  when  I  would  look  at  a  remedy  and  say, 
"Is  it  possible  that  this  should  affect  the  issues  of  health  and  disease, 
of  life  or  death?"  But  I  have  got  over  that  now.  And  I  have  the 
strongest  conviction  that  good  medicines,  given  under  proper  con- 
ditions, will  almost  work  miracles.  The  march  of  disease  is  stopped 
and  oft  the  grave  is  robbed  of  its  victim.  Only  a  few  days  ago  I 
was  visiting  a  very  competent  specialist.  In  the  laboratory  she  is 
a  queen.  It  is  enlightening  to  hear  her  talk  about  bacteria,  strepto- 
coccus, staphylococcus,  gonococcus,  and  the  rest  of  that  evil  brood, 
but  when  it  comes  to  the  healing  power  of  remedies,  she  confesses 
she  is  a  complete  skeptic.  I  envy  her  skill  in  the  laboratory,  but  I 
would  not  exchange  it  for  my  clinical  knowledge  at  the  bedside.  Is 
there  any  way  of  curing  doctors  of  this  skepticism?  I  say  un- 
doubtedly there  is.    Let  these  doctors  procure  for  themselves  say 
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nine  bottles  of  specific  medicines  —  aconite,  belladonna,  bryonia, 
baptisia,  gelsemium,  Pulsatilla,  podophyllum,  rhus  tox.  and  nux 
vomica.  Then  get  Scudder  or  Fyfe's  "Specific  Medication  and 
Specific  Diagnosis.''  Study  the  specific  indications  for  those 
remedies.  Then  give  the  remedies  as  there  taught,  and  I  know  by 
experience  that  the  results  will  effectually  cure  your  skepticism. 
Suppose,  now,  you  give  these  remedies,  and  you  see  the  fever  leave, 
the  eye  become  normal,  the  nerves  steady  and  the  step  vigorous, 
the  hollow  cheeks  become  rounded  and  rosy,  and  the  whole  ap- 
pearance speaks  of  returning  health— what  will  be  the  result? 
Why,  you  will  be  cured  of  your  skepticism,  and  you  will  become  a 
positivist  in  your  faith  in  therapeutics.  And  yet  we  have  men  in 
our  ranks  who  would  have  us  wait  on  nature,  give  no  medicine, 
but  give  the  expectant  treatment.  Expectant  grandmother !  Give 
your  good  medicines  in  faith,  and  then  expect  your  patients  to  get 
well. — Dr.  John  Fcarn,  in  Cincinnati  Eclectic  Medical  Journal. 


Echinacia  in  Snake  Bites. 

In  writing  to  the  Medical  World  in  regard  to  his  experience 
in  the  treatment  of  snake  bites,  Dr.  T.  J.  Daniels,  of  Magazine, 
Ark.,  reported  the  following  case: 

"The  child  was  playing  around  the  house  and  happened  to 
come  across  the  snake,  and  it  bit  her  on  the  side  of  the  foot.  The 
foot  was  swollen  so  it  looked  like  it  would  burst,  and  the  leg  was 
swelled  to  the  knee,  and  the  child  was  very  restless,  squirming 
from  one  side  to  the  other,  and  had  symptoms  of  spasms.  I  gave 
her  10  drops  of  Lloyd's  spec,  echinacia  every  hour,  and  saturated 
absorbent  cotton  with  the  remedy  and  bound  to  the  lesion,  and 
ordered  them  to  keep  the  cotton  wet  with  the  remedy.  In  an 
hour  she  was  asleep,  and  began  to  get  better.  I  gave  her  nothing 
else,  and  she  recovered  as  soon  as  it  was  possible.  She  began  to 
get  better  from  the  very  first  dose,  and  I  knew  it  was  echinacia  that 
did  the  work,  for  there  was  nothing  else  given.  I  have  tried  it 
a  number  of  times  in  snake  bites,  and  it  has  always  worked  well 
for  me.  But  we  want  to  know  that  the  remedy  we  give  is  all  right. 
Some  fluidextracts  are  no  good.  It  always  pays  to  use  good 
drugs,  it  matters  not  if  they  do  cost  a  little  more.  I  don't  believe 
that  there  is  a  better  antiseptic  known  than  echinacia.  I  have 
been  using  it  for  fifteen  years,  and  it  has  always  given  me  good 
satisfaction.  In  typhoid  fever  there  is  nothing  better.  It  is,  with 
me,  the  first  remedy  thought  of  in  blood  poisoning  from  any  cause. 
You  can  give  it  in  any  size  dose,  as  it  is  not  a  poison.  I  never 
think  of  anything  else  when  called  to  treat  snake  bites.  I  gave  10 
drops  of  the  spec.  tr.  every  hour,  till  the  child  was  out  of  danger." 
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Achillea  Millefolium — Yarrow. 

Achillea  exerts  a  direct  influence  on  the  urinary  apparatus,  and 
the  female  reproductive  organs.  The  influence  of  yarrow  makes  for 
normal  activity  and  in  many  pathological  states  it  might  well  take 
the  place  of  more  frequently  employed  drugs.  It  constringes 
capillaries  and  relieves  irritation,  and  through  this  action  over- 
comes passive  hemorrhage.  Its  influence  on  the  urinary  organs  is 
marked  in  kidney,  vesical  and  urethral  irritations,  such  as  suppres- 
sion of  urine,  strangury,  and  conditions  presented  in  the  early 
stages  of  Bright's  disease. 

Yarrow  is  often  employed  with  advantage  in  atonic  amenorrhea, 
vaginal  leueorrhea,  diarrhea  and  dysentery.  It  is  also  deemed  a 
remedy  of  merit  in  hematuria,  hemoptysis  and  hemantemesis,  and  in 
passive  hemorrhage  from  the  uterus  its  action  is  decidedly  correc- 
tive. In  suppression  of  the  lochia  it  is  beneficially  employed  and 
in  piles,  with  discharge  of  bloody  mucus,  it  often  constitutes  a 
remedy  of  much  usefulness. 

Achillea  exerts  a  decided  action  on  the  skin,  relaxing  it  and 
•causing  free  diaphoresis.  It  is  especially  adapted  to  cases  char- 
acterized by  debility. 

The  dose  of  the  specific  medicine  (or  a  good  fluidextract)  is 
from  5  to  60  drops,  but  from  10  to  15  drops  usually  constitutes  an 
efficient  dose. 


Ceanothus  Americanus — Red  Root. 

This  indigenous  remedy  is  not  extensively  employed,  but  it 
exerts  a  mild  tonic,  stimulant  and  astringent  influence  upon  all 
mucous  surfaces  and  it  therefore  constitutes  a  useful  medicament  in 
all  abnormal  conditions  of  those  surfaces  requiring  such  properties. 
It  has  been  satisfactorily  employed  in  gastric  and  hepatic  diseases 
largely  dependent  upon  splenic  enlargement,  and  has  proved  of 
special  value  when  such  conditions  were  associated  with  complica- 
tions of  malarial  origin.  In  enlargement  of  the  spleen,  especially 
when  the  face  is  expressionless  and  sallow,  it  exerts  a  curative 
influence,  and  in  splenic  congestion  and  subacute  inflammation  of 
the  spleen  it  is  deemed  a  remedy  of  considerable  value.  In  non- 
inflammatory catarrhal  states,  with  excessive  secretion,  it  is  often 
used  with  advantage,  and  in  chronic  bronchitis  it  is  employed  with 
benefit.  Impaired  digestion  and  malassimilation  also  come  within 
the  corrective  range  of  ceanothus,  and  in  chronic  constipation  it 
has  proved  curative. 

The  dose  of  the  specific  medicine  (or  a  good  fluidextract)  is 
from  1  to  30  drops,  but  it  may  be  efficiently  employed1  as  follows : 
Ceanothus,  gtt.  x  to  5ii ;  Water,  giv.   Teaspoonful  every  hour  to 
every  three  hours. 
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Equisetum  Hyemale — Scouring  Rush. 

This  perennial  plant  has  been  used  in  medicine  for  many  years, 
but  it  has  not  received  the  attention  and  study  of  which  it  seems 
worthy.  In  suppression  of  urine  equisetum  has  often  been  em- 
ployed with  gratifying  results,  and  in  irritability  of  the  surfaces  of 
the  urinary  tract,  especially  when  associated  with  painful  sensations 
after  urinating,  it  constitutes  a  medicament  of  unmistakable  cor- 
rective power.  In  dropsical  conditions  it  is  frequently  indicated 
and  Dr.  F.  P.  Sinclair,  of  Lysander,  N.  Y.,  has  found  it  a  very 
efficient  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  prostatitis. 

The  following  are  prominent  among  the  indications  for 
equisetum  thus  far  obtained  from  reliable  sources :  Stinging  pain 
in  the  glans  penis ;  teasing  pain  in  the  base  of  the  bladder  and 
prostate,  and  anxious,  irritable  state  of  the  nervous  system ;  sup- 
pression of  urine. 

The  dose  of  specific  equisetum  is  from  5  to  10  drops  in  water 
every  two  to  six  hours. 


Pulsatilla  in  Ovarian  Pain. 

In  ovarian  pain  Pulsatilla  is  a  very  efficient  remedy.  It  may 
be  administered  in  doses  of  one-half  drop  to  five  drops  of  the 
specific  medicine  every  two  to  every  five  hours.  Equal  quantities 
of  the  specific  medicine  and  alcohol  applied  over  the  region  of  the 
painful  ovary  will  often  aid  much  in  the  treatment. 


Society  Meetings 


SOCIETY  CALENDAR. 

National  Eclectic  Medical  Association.  Meets  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  in 
June,  1911.    J.  A.  Munk,  M.D.,  president;  W.  P.  Best,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Meets  at  Albany, 
March,  1911.  C.  W.  Brandenburg,  M.D.,  president;  E.  H.  King,  M.D., 
secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York.  Meets 
third  Thursday  in  each  month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  street.  C.  Lloyd, 
M.D.,  president;  H.  Harris,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Kings  County  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  quarterly.  Theodore 
Adlerman,  M.D.,  president;  A.  B.  Wolf,  M.D.,  secretary. 

New  York  Specific  Medication  Club.  Meets  second  Thursday  in  each 
month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  street.    James  Moran,  M.D.,  secretary. 


Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  in  the  college 
auditorium,  Thursday  evening,  September  15th.  President  Lloyd 
presiding. 
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The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  approved  as  read. 

Dr.  Boskowitz  announced  the  death  of  Dr.  Joseph  A.  Reid,  Jr. 
On  motion,  the  secretary  was  instructed  to  send  a  letter  of  condolence 
to  the  bereaved  family. 

Dis.  Lloyd  and  Thompson  reported  verbally  on  the  meeting  of  the 
National  Association  in  Boston.  Dr.  Thompson  thanked  the  members 
of  the  Society  for  the  fine  delegation  which  attended,  stating  that  much 
of  the  credit  of  the  success  of  the  meeting  was  due  to  the  members  of 
this  Society.  In  his  estimation  the  meeting  was  a  decided  success,  not 
only  as  to  attendance  and  work,  but  also  as  to  the  number  of  new  ap- 
plications for  membership.  Over  400  new  members  were  admitted  at 
the  Boston  meeting-. 

Dr.  Boskowitz  announced  the  opening  of  the  college  session,  calling 
attention  to  improvements  in  the  course  and  facilities  of  the  institution. 

Dr.  Heeve  sounded  a  warning  note  .against  the  fad  of  alkaloidism. 
Dr.  Boskowitz  endorsed  these  remarks,  and  called  to  mind  the  work 
of  the  late  Dr.  Grover  Coe  on  "concentrations."  These  theories  have 
been  thoroughly  tried  by  the  school  with  the  result  that  they  have  been 
repudiated  by  the  Eclectic  profession. 

Speaking  on  the  subject  of  "Eclectic  Wash,"  Dr.  Heeve  moved 
that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  symposium  on  that 
preparation.  This  committee  was  instructed  to  report  at  the  next 
monthly  meeting.  The  following  appointments  wTere  made  by  the 
chair  :    Drs.  Thompson,  Boskowitz,  Heeve,  Harris  and  Olsson. 

Dr.  Wolf  extended  an  invitation  to  those  present  to  attend  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Kings  Co.  Eclectic  Medical  Society. 

Dr.  Lloyd  warned  against  too  great  liberality  in  giving  out  the  re- 
sults of  our  therapeutic  researches.    The  Society  then  adjourned. 

H.  HARRIS,  Secretary. 


Kings  County  Eclectic  Medical  Society. 

The  regular  meeting  of  the  Kings  County  Eclectic  Medical  Society 
was  held  Sept.  28,  1910,  at  the  Hof  Brau  House.  Dr.  T.  Adlerman 
presiding. 

A  very  large  number  answered  the  roll  call  and  a  fine  delegation 
from  New  York  accompanied  Dr.  James  Moran  who  read  a  most  in- 
teresting and  instructive  paper  entitled  "Uterine  Inertia." 

An  animated  discussion  followed  the  presentation  of  the  paper, 
Doctors  S.  A.  Hardy,  M.  B.  Pearlstein,  W.  L.  Heeve,  G.  W. 
Thompson  and  Charles  Lloyd,  each  expressing  themselves  at  length. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  extended  to  Dr.  Moran  and  the  visitors, 
after  which  the  Society  adjourned  to  the  banquet  hall  where  an  agree- 
able and  social  session  was  held. 

A.  B.  WOLF,  Secretary. 
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^elections 


Another  Relief  Threatened. 

The  world  is  the  theatre  of  constant  change.  It  is  a  law  of  ex- 
istence that  nothing  can  be  permanent;  in  fact,  progress  necessitates 
change,  and  this  is  especially  true  in  the  realm  of  mind.  The  rapidity 
with  which  discoveries  are  made  and  inventions  perfected  involves  an 
equally  rapid  change  of  mental  attitude. 

The  mind  finds  it  difficult,  in  many  cases  impossible,  to  accom- 
modate itself  to  the  multitude  of  ever  varying  beliefs  and  theories  that 
confront  it  and  frequently  abandons  the  attempt  in  despair,  even  as  the 
chameleon,  which,  when  placed  upon  a  piece  of  Scotch  plaid,  rapidly 
died  from  its  strenuous  attempts  to  adjust  itself  to  the  conflicting  claims 
of  its  parti-colored  environment. 

The  heterodoxy  of  to-day  is  the  orthodoxy  of  to-morrow  and  vice 
versa,  and  that  inexorable  fact  being  recognized,  we  can  only  weigh  the 
arguments  for  and  against  any  new  and  startling  proposition  and  decide 
according  to  the  weight  of  the  evidence.  We  find  ourselves  in  that 
perplexing  condition  to-day,  for  one  of  our  cherished  beliefs,  a  belief 
that  has  been  regarded  as  an  essential  part  of  the  gospel  of  sanitation, 
has  been  declared  to  be  no  longer  worthy  of  credence. 

If  there  is  one  thing  that  has  been  devoutly  and  implicitly  believed 
in  by  physicians  and  hygienists,  it  is  the  baleful  character  of  sewer  gas 
and  its  inimical  effects  upon  health,  yet,  if  we  are  to  accept  the  reports 
that  reach  us  from  different  parts  of  the  world,  describing  the  results 
of  long  and  careful  investigation  of  the  subject,  we  shall  be  compelled 
to  change  front. 

It  is  upon  this  widely  accepted  belief  that  the  entire  plumbing 
system  of  the  cities  of  England,  America  and  most  of  Europe  is 
founded;  yet  the  constantly  accumulating  mass  of  expert,  scientific 
evidence  against  it  compels  us  to  regard  the  matter  with  all  seriousness. 
The  results  of  the  investigations  in  Berlin  and  London  are  especially 
conclusive  and  cannot  be  dismissed  with  a  shrug. 

In  Berlin  there  is  a  5,000-acre  sewage  farm  and  in  the  very  center 
of  it  is  located  what  the  Berliners  term  a  sanitarium,  but  which  would 
be  called  in  this  country  an  almshouse  for  the  poor ;  but  although  the 
inmates  are  below  the  average  in  physical  stamina  and  power  of  re- 
sistance to  disease,  yet  the  death  rate  is  below  that  of  the  city  of  Berlin, 
a  fact  that  is  fully  demonstrated  by  having  been  kept  under  careful  ob- 
servation for  several  years.  This  is  a  most  remarkable  showing,  in 
view  of  the  antecedents  of  the  inmates,  which  have  not  been  of  a  char- 
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acter  to  fortify  them  against  the  attacks  of  what  has  hitherto  been  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  most  insidious  foes  to  health. 

Bui  strange  as  the  experience  is,  it  is  duplicated  by  that  of  the 
immense  sewage  plant  at  Abbey  Mills,  London.  There  is  evidently  no 
thought  of  risk,  or  fear  of  danger  to  health  among  the  employees  there, 
for  there  is  always  a  large  waiting  list  of  applicants  and  the  result  of 
carefully  kept  observations  show  a  similar  condition  to  that  of  Berlin, 
namely,  that  the  death  rate  on  the  plant  is  less  than  that  of  the  city  of 
London.  Even  stranger  still,  the  attendants  at  the  sewage  screens  are 
described  as  looking  exceptionally  healthful  and  it  is  further  stated  that 
colds  are  about  the  only  form  of  complaint  from  which  they  suffer. 

Under  such  conditions  and  basing  our  assumption  on  the  belief 
generally  accepted,  we  should  have  confidently  expected  a  large  crop  of 
enteric  disorders,  yet  they,  together  with  other  serious  complaints,  are 
conspicuously  absent.  Not  even  one  case  of  a  typhoid  character !  Can 
it  be  that  our  dread  of  sewer  gas  has  been  a  baseless  one;  that  all  our 
elaborate  precautions  against  its  admission  to  our  dwellings,  represent 
so  much  time,  money  and  energy  wasted? 

A  well-known  municipal  engineer  of  New  York,  who  has  recently 
made  a  study  of  the  sewage  conditions  in  Europe,  is  responsible  for  the 
statement  that  sanitariums  on  the  Continent,  as  a  rule,  have  abandoned 
their  fear  of  disease  from  sewer  gas. 

From  the  same  source  we  learn  that  practically  all  the  munici- 
palities in  Europe  now  ventilate  their  public  sewers  through  the  soil 
pipes  of  private  homes,  and  not  only  that,  but  the  results  are  declared  to 
be  much  better  in  the  way  of  ventilation  than  in  England,  where  it  is 
the  practise  for  each  house  to  be  furnished  with  a  trap,  disconnecting  it 
from  the  public  sewer. 

Such  a  reversal  of  procedure  is  sufficient  to  stagger  the  ordinary 
disciple  of  hygiene.  Yet  the  sources  from  which  these  statements  come 
are  authoritative.  They  are  not  the  result  of  any  hysterical  endeavor  to 
unearth  an  abuse ;  but  the  outcome  of  careful,  impartial  investigation. 

Nor  was  this  any  perfunctory  examination,  for  the  sewers  are 
frequently  personally  inspected  by  minor  officers  (in  which  respect  the 
practice  differs  from  that  in  England,  where  the  duty  of  inspection  de- 
volves upon  the  laborers),  and  Mr.  Hering  himself  joined  in  the  in- 
spection. He  states  that  he  walked  through  a  great  many  sewers, 
sighted  through  a  great  many  more  and  crawled  through  some ;  yet  with 
all  this  practical  experience  and  close  association  with  this  formidable 
gas,  he  never  experienced  even  the  slightest  resulting  sickness. 

The  testimony  of  Mr.  Hering  should  carry  great  weight,  both  on 
account  of  his  professional  standing  and  his  thorough  investigation  of 
the  matter;  but  if  that  were  not  enough,  his  contention  as  to  the  harm- 
lessness  of  sewer  gas  has  received  corroboration  from  Prof.  C.  E.  A. 
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Winslcw,  of  the  sanitary  research  laboratory  of  -the  Massachusetts  In- 
titute  of  Technology,  in  Boston.  His  experiments  for  the  National  As- 
sociation of  Master  Plumbers  of  America,  thoroughly  substantiate 
what  Mr.  Hering  and  the  European  authorities  are  contendindg  for. 

The  same  conclusions  as  to  the  innocuous  character  of  this  unjustly 
maligned  gas  have  been  reached  by  Dr.  Charles  V.  Chapin,  Superinten- 
dent of  Health,  of  Providence,  R.  I.;  his  views  on  the  subject  having 
recently  been  made  public  by  him  in  a  paper,  read  before  the  American 
Medical  Association,  entitled  "Air  Infection  of  Minor  Importance." 

This  consensus  of  expert  opinion  and  experience  would  seem  to 
deal  a  death  blow  to  the  popularly  accepted  belief  that  disease  may  be 
air  borne,  for  the  proofs  submitted  clearly  show  that  such  a  theory  is 
entirely  erroneous.  Dr.  Chapin  is  most  emphatic  upon  this  point  and 
adds  that  most  diseases  are  not  likely  to  be  dust  borne  and  are  spray 
borne  only  for  one  or  two  feet.  He  even  asserts  that  pathology  has 
not  determined  that  pulmonary  consumption  is  an  air-borne  disease. 

Prof.  Winslow's  conclusion  is  positively  to  the  effect  that  death 
does  not  lurk  in  domestic  sewage  by  any  means.  He  holds  that  there  is 
less  danger  of  contracting  disease,  though  continuously  breathing  the 
air  of  a  sewer  vent  pipe,  or  soil  pipe  (except  near  a  point  where  there 
is  actual  splashing)  than  from  drinking  New  York  water,  which  he 
pronounces  to  be  a  surface  water  of  good  quality. 

This  is  a  matter  of  great  importance,  for  erroneous  beliefs  are 
sources  of  danger,  especially  when  they  are  beliefs  affecting  the  public 
health.  There  seems  little  reason  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  the  con- 
clusions drawn  by  these  authorities,  and  if  further  experience  estab- 
lishes the  truth  of  these  conclusions,  nothing  remains  but  to  relinquish 
our  present  belief  gracefully.  It  may.  safely  be  assumed  that  the  belief 
will  be  difficult  of  eradication  from  the  public  mind,  largely,  for  the 
reason  that  the  laws  are  so  formed,  everywhere,  as  to  make  the  intro- 
duction of  any  new  style  of  plumbing  next  to  impossible,  at  least,  for 
many  years.  Many  beliefs  that  were  equally  firmly  held  have  been  dis- 
sipated— then  why  not  this  one,  if  found  erroneous?  Soon  we  shall  see 
a  similar  revulsion  against  the  theory  that  germs  are  the  cause  of 
disease. 

C.  A.  TYRRELL,  M.  D.,  in  "Health." 


Investigation  of  Hypodermic  Lobelia. 

Doctor :  The  most  recent  reports  on  the  action  of  Lobelia  hypoder- 
mically  have  brought  to  light  some  astonishing  facts.  Results  have 
been  obtained  that  no  one  has  thought  medicine  would  ever  accomplish. 

I  am  beginning  a  series  of  complete  and  thorough  investigations 
into  the  full  action  of  this  remedy  from  a  hypodermic  standpoint.  I 
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want  every  doctor  who  has  used  it  to  watch  every  influence  and  write 
it  down  in  a  memorandum  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  report  to  me 
from  time  to  time. 

You,  Doctor,  have  probably  used  it  a  few  times,  and  will  continue 
to  use  it.  I  icant  you  to  give  mc  a  full  report  without  fail.  The  follow- 
ing influences  should  be  closely  observed. 

First,  its  anti-spasmodic  properties. 

Second,  its  marvelous  stimulating  and  regulating  influence  upon 
the  circulation.  Note  its  influence  on  the  heart,  upon  the  arteries,  upon 
the  capillaries  and  venous  circulation. 

Third,  its  influence  in  antidoting  toxins.  It  has  been  used  in 
diphtheria  with  marvelous  effect,  but  whether  its  action  was  that  of  an 
anti-spasmodic,  a  powerful  relaxant  and  stimulant,  or  an  antidote  to 
the  toxins  is  a  question  yet  to  be  proved. 

Its  stimulating  and  restorative  action  upon  the  circulation  of  the 
brain,  in  sunstroke,  apoplexy,  and  asphyxia  from  all  causes,  seems  to  be 
very  pronounced,  in  many  cases  more  prompt  and  complete  than  strych- 
nine, nitroglycerine,  digitalis  or  the  ammonium  compounds. 

Let  the  three  definite  lines  mentioned  above  be  carefully  observed. 
At  fhe  same  time  neglect  no  other  definite  observation  in  making  your 
report.  Please  continue  the  reports  from  time  to  time  as  new  facts  are 
brought  to  light.  Only  in  very  rare  cases,  when  given  hypodermically, 
does  it  produce  nausea,  even  when  given  in  large  doses  of  from  half  to 
one  dram. 

FINLEY  ELLINGNORD,  M.  D., 

Chicago,  111. 


The  Antitoxin  Treatment  of  Diphtheria. 

Again  are  we  nearing  the  season  when  the  problem  of  diphtheria 
and  its  treatment  must  be  met  and  solved.  The  writer,  of  this  paragraph 
is  forcibly  reminded  of  the  fact  by  the  receipt  of  a  modest  but  im- 
portant brochure  of  sixteen  pages  bearing  the  title,  "Antidiphtheric 
Serum  and  Antidiphtheric  Globulins."  A  second  thought  is  that  here 
is  a  little  work  that  every  general  practitioner  ought  to  send  for  and 
read.  Not  that  the  booklet  is  in  any  sense  an  argument  for  serum 
therapy.  It  is  nothing  of  the  kind.  Indeed,  the  efficacy  of  the  •antitoxin 
treatment  of  diphtheria  is  no  longer  a  debatable  question,  that  method 
of  procedure  having  long  since  attained  the  position  of  an  established 
therapeutic  measure.  The  pamphlet  is  noteworthy  because  of  the 
timeliness  of  its  appearance,  the  mass  of  useful  information  which  it 
presents  in  comparatively  limited  compass,  and  the  interest  and  fresh- 
ness with  which  its  author  has  been  able  to  invest  a  subject  that  has 
been  much  wrritten  about  in  the  past  dozen  or  fifteen  years.  Its  tendency, 
one  may  as  well  admit,  is  to  foster  a  preference  for  a  particular  brand 
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of  serum,  but  that  fact  lessens  not  one  whit  its  value  and  authoritative- 
ness. 

Here  is  a  specimen  paragraph,  reprinted  in  this  space  not  so  much 
to  show  the  scope  and  character  of  the  offering  as  to  emphasize  its  help- 
ful tone  and  to  point  out  the  fact  that  its  author  was  not  actuated 
wholly  by  motives  of  commercialism  : 

"^Medical  practitioners  have  learned  that,  inasmuch  as  the  main 
problem  presented  in  the  treatment  of  a  case  of  diphtheria  is  the  neu- 
tralization of  a  specific  toxin,  the  true  antitoxin  cannot  too  soon  be 
administered ;  moreover,  that,  antitoxin  being  a  product  of  definite 
strength,  a  little  too  little  of  it  may  fail  when  a  little  more  would  have 
succeeded — hence  larger  or  more  frequently  repeated  doses  are  becom- 
ing more  and  more  the  rule.  One  more  point :  if  the  medical  attendant 
is  prompt,  as  he  must  be,  and  fearless,  as  he  has  a  right  to  be,  the  full 
justification  of  his  course  will  hinge  upon  the  choice  of  the  best  and 
mos:  reliable  antidiphtheric  serum  to  be  had ;  for  while  there  is  little  or 
no  danger  of  harm  ensuing  from  the  use  of  any  brand  issued  by  a 
reputable  house,  the  best  results — which  may  mean  recovery  as  the 
alternative  of  death — can  only  be  hoped  for  from  the  use  of  the  best 
serum." 

The  brochure  is  from  the  press  of  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  who  will 
doubtless  be  pleased  to  send  a  copy  to  any  physician  upon  receipt  of  a 
request  addressed  to  them  at  their  main  offices,  Detroit,  Mich. 


Ulceration  of  the  Rectum  in  Pregnant  Women  and  the  Part  It  Plays 
as  a  Factor  in  Abortions,  With  a  Report  of  Cases. 

BY  LEOX  STRAUS,  M.  D.,  ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

The  author  has  seen  and  classified  a  large  number  of  cases  of 
irritable  ulcer  of  the  rectum  in  pregnancy,  to  say  nothing  of  a  much 
larger  number  not  associated  with  this  condition.  He  has  kept  a 
very  careful  record  of  these  most  interesting  cases  and  has  classi- 
fied them  with  reference  to  certain  conclusions,  namely,  that  it  is  a 
factor  not  infrequently  overlooked.  Then,  too,  many  general  prac- 
ticians make  the  contention  that  an  operation  is  uncalled  for  and  un- 
warranted, that  is  to  say,  an  operation  will  certainly  produce  the 
very  result  which  it  is  intended  to  avoid. 

He  dissented  absolutely  from  this  contention,  and  for  that  reason 
reported  the  results  of  his  work  along  this  line  and  his  final  con- 
clusions. He  has  operated  twenty-four  times  for  the  result  of 
irritable  ulcer  of  the  rectum  in  pregnant  women.  Xot  all  of  these 
operations  were  made  to  prevent  abortion.  In  fact,  only  fourteen 
had  one  or  more  abortions.  That  leaves  ten  for  which  the  opera- 
tion was  made  to  relieve  the  distressing  pain  from  which  these 
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patients  suffer.  A  number  of  these  cases  are  unique  and  teach  a 
lesson  apart  from  the  average  case.  The  history,  symptoms  and 
results  of  several  such  cases  were  reported  and  the  following  con- 
clusions were  drawn : 

First — That  irritable  ulcer  of  the  rectum  is  not  an  infrequent 
factor  in  abortion  and  miscarriage. 

Second — That  the  local  lesion  is  not  recognized  by  the  general 
practician  as  a  factor  in  abortion  and  miscarriage. 

Third — That  you  will  meet  strong  opposition  to  operative  inter- 
ference by  the  general  practician. 

Fourth — That  you  can  and  should  operate  at  any  period  of  the 
pregnancy  if  indicated. 

Fifth — That  the  danger  and  only  danger  is  in  leaving  the  fissure 
without  operating. 

Sixth — That  you  may  and  will  often  have  to  assume  the  entire 
responsibility  for  the  outcome  of  the  operative  procedure. 

Seventh — That  we  proctologists  should  teach  on  the  by-ways  and 
highways  of  surgery  the  invariable  indication  for  surgical  interfer- 
ence in  these  unfortunate  cases. — Medical  Council. 


OSTEOPATHS  LOSE  FIGHT. 
Supreme  Court  Denies  Their  Right  to  Issue  Death  Certificates. 

In  their  fight  for  official  recognition  the  osteopaths  met  with  an- 
other defeat  yesterday  when  Supreme  Court  Justice  Putnam  in  Brook- 
lyn decided  that  the  Board  of  Health  was  right  in  refusing  a  burial 
permit  in  cases  where  a  regular  physician  has  not  been  in  attendance. 

Since  the  Legislature  passed  a  law  recognizing  the  osteopaths  in 
this  State  they  have  been  fighting  for  the  privilege  of  issuing  death  cer- 
tificates. The  courts  have  sustained  their  right  to  treat  patients,  but  un- 
der a  new  section  of  the  Sanitary  Code  the  allopaths  have  found  a  way 
to  hamper  them. 

This  section  prohibits  the  granting  of  burial  permits  where  patients 
have  died  under  the  care  of  an  osteopath,  and  it  was  under  this  provision 
that  the  Board  of  Health  filed  a  demurrer  to  their  complaint.  Justice 
Putnam  sustained  the  demurrer.    He  said : 

"While  the  State  has  allowed  the  practice  of  osteopathy,  it  does 
not  allow  one  without  practice  in  surgery  or  experience  in  prescribing 
drugs  to  certify  to  the  cause  of  death. 

"Granted  that  the  theoretical  education  of  the  osteopath  is  of  a 
standard  equal  to  that  of  a  doctor  of  medicine,  his  practice  is  restricted, 
so  that  it  does  not  appear  that  he  can  make  the  tests  by  which  alone 
many  diseases  can  be  certainly  detected." 

As  the  osteopaths  have  maintained  that  they  will  fight  the  issue  to 
a  finish  it  is  likely  that  an  appeal  will  be  taken. — N.  Y.  Times. 
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Sodium  Hyposulphite. 

In  my  experience  I  have  found  the  hyposulphite  of  sodium  in 
saturated  solution  to  be  a  specific  for  the  treatment  of  rhus  poison- 
ing. I  have  found  it  good  also  for  chigger  bites,  and  has  been  recom- 
mended in  acute  eczema,  but  I  have  not  used  it  in  the  last  named 
infection. — A.  R.  Penniman,  M.'  D.,  "Ellingwood's  Thera-peutics." 


Book  Reviews 


Contagious,  Constitutional  and  Blood  Diseases.    By  A.  L.  Blackwood, 
M.  D.,  Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Materia  Medica  in  the 
Hahnemann  College  and  Hospital,  Chicago.   Author  of  "A  Manual 
of  Materia  Medica,  Therapeutics  and  Pharmacology,"  "Diseases  of 
the  Heart,"  "Diseases  of  the  Lungs,"  "Diseases  of  the  Liver,  Pan- 
creas and  Ductless  Glands"  and  "The  Food  Tract,  Its  Ailments  and 
Diseases  of  the  Peritoneum."   367  pages.    Cloth,  $1.75.  Postage, 
10  cents.   Philadelphia,  Boericke  &  Tafel.  1910. 
This  is  a  very  handy  book  upon  contagious  and  constitutional  dis- 
eases, and  although  it  gives  you  the  synonyms,  definitions,  etheology, 
pathology,  symptoms,  diagnosis  and  prognosis,  it  goes  just  a  little 
further,  and  that  is  where  it  differs  from  the  average  "Old  School" 
book.    It  follows  these  with  treatment  and  in  this  little  book,  in  describ- 
ing the  treatment  of  these  diseases,  each  remedy  that  may  be  indicated  is 
carefully  described  and  its  prominent  indication  given. 
It  is  worth  twice  the  money  asked. 

The  Practice  of  Surgery,  by  Tames  Gregory  Mumford,  M.  D.,  With 
682  Illustrations.  Wni.  B.  Saunders  Company,  Publishers.  Price 
in  cloth,  $7.00. 

This  is  a  large,  beautifully  illustrated  volume  of  over  1000  pages. 
It  is  divided  into  seven  parts  as  follows : 
Part  I.        The  Abdomen. 
Part  II      Female  Organs  of  Generation. 
Part  III.      Genito-Urinary  Organs. 
Part  IV.     The  Chest. 
Part  V.       The  Face  and  Neck. 
Part  VI.     The  Head  and'  Spine. 
Part  VII.    Minor  Surgery — Diseases  of  Structure. 

Each  part  is  subdivided  and  the  whole  is  carefully  indexed, 
making  a  most  complete  and  thorough  work  upon  clinical  surgery. 
Convenient  for  student  and  practitioner. 

There  is  just  enough  of  theory  and  pathology  to  make  the  book 
clear,  but  it  is  essentially  a  work  on  clinical  surgery. 

We  gladly  recommend  it  to  our  readers. 
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Items 


Doctor  Grid  on  the  staff  of  the  Eclectic  College  Free  Dispensary. 


Doctors  Steele  and  Birkenhauer  have  been  appointed  Quiz  Masters 
at  the  college. 


Dr.  M.  A.  Sturm  has  removed  to  the  Ansonia  Hotel,  Broadway 
and  73rd  street. 


Dr.  James  Moran  has  removed  to  101  West  80th  street,  corner 
Columbus  avenue. 


Dr.  Charles  H.  Stoerzer  has  been  appointed  instructor  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  New  Jersey. 


Doctor  Elster  has  been  appointed  on  the  visiting  staff  of  the 
Beachonian  Dispensary. 


After  a  lingering  illness  Dr.  Joseph  Aiken  Reid,  Jr.,  president  of 
the  class  of  1908,  died  Sept.  13,  1910. 


Dr.  F.  L.  Sinclair  was  recently  elected  president  of  the  hospital 
staff  of  the  City  of  Oswego  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  staff. 


The  honorary  degrees,  master  of  arts  and  doctor  of  philosophy, 
have  been  conferred  upon  Dr.  E.  R.  Waterhouse  of  1011  Dillon  Street, 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  by  Potomac  University  of  Washington,  D.  C. 


The  September  meetings  of  the  New  York  and  Brooklyn  societies 
were  exceptionally  good.  The  New  York  County  Society  has  formu- 
lated a  campaign  which,  if  followed  with  the  same  enthusiasm  ex- 
hibited at  the  September  meeting,  will  be  of  lasting  benefit  to  Eclecticism. 


The  following  members  of  the  class  of  1910  have  received  their 
licenses  and  have  opened  offices  as  follows  : 

John  Birkenhauer,  216  East  17th  St.,  New  York  City. 

Hyman  Elster,  209  Forsyth  St.,  New  York  City. 

Cecile  L.  Griel,  300  Clark  St.,  Jersey  City,  New  Jersey. 

J.  Howard  Heacock,  110  West  39th  St.,  New  York  City. 

James  Steele,  96  Monitor  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Charles  H.  Stoerzer,  9  Graham  St.,  Jersey  City,  New  Jersey. 


The  Eclectic  Review 

Editor  i  G.  W,  BOSKOWITZ,  M.  D. 


VOL.  XIII.  NEW  YORK,  NOVEMBER   15,  1910.  NO.  XI. 


Medical  Authority  in  America. 

The  onward  march  of  the  human  race  toward  the  light  of 
Truth  and  knowledge  is  marked  by  distinct  epochs.  Opinions  shape 
themselves ;  grow  to  maturity  and  fall  into  decay  as  does  everything 
else  in  nature;  all  must  disappear  except  that  which  holds  the  sub- 
stantiality of  Truth.  This  is  eternal.  From  the  grounded  opinions 
of  the  past  there  spring  new  shoots  which  in  time  cease  to  grow. 
They  are  incapable  of  expressing  new  life  and  they  die  unless  they 
are  based  upon  fact.  Like  the  stock  from  which  they  germinate 
they  decay  at  last. 

The  medical  practice  of  the  Old  World  wras  transplanted  to  the 
new.  The  mist  and  fog  of  twenty  centuries  were  wafted  across  the 
sea  to  envelop  the  quickening  minds  of  those  who  dared  the  hard- 
ships of  a  new,  strange  world  that  they  might  enjoy  a  freedom 
which  was  denied  them  in  their  native  land.  These  people  of  the 
Xew  World  were  filled  with  the  spirit  of  Liberty,  and  it  is  not  sur- 
prising that  from  their  fertile  brains  there  sprang  new  thoughts  con- 
cerning that  which  affected  them  most — their  health.  The  grim 
shadow  of  disease  has  ever  stalked  beside  mankind  and  hence  man 
seeks  for  means  to  destroy  this  Nemesis.  It  is  therefore  not  sur- 
prising that  new  thoughts  concerning  the  practice  of  medicine 
should  take  form  in  America.  The  reign  of  authority  as  exempli- 
fied in  King  and  Scepter  had  come  to  an  end  for  them  and  the  an- 
cient scholastic  subtleties  of  medical  teaching  began  to  crumble  into 
dust.  Medical  literature  consisted  of  the  ostentatious  display  of 
obsolete  opinions  with  scarcely  any  advance  in  medical  knowledge. 
Lacon  says  of  it:  "The  result  of  all  their  discoveries  is  that  brim- 
stone and  mercury  are  the  only  two  specifics;  diseases  remain  what 
they  ever  were." 

Into  the  New  World  had  come  the  methods  of  the  old.  It  could 
be  not  otherwise  for,  from  the  Old  World  came  the  people  them- 
selves, more  or  less  imbued  with  the  errors  of  ancient  authority; 
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but,  while  bringing  with  them  the  old-thought  forms,  they  also 
brought  the  burning  spirit  of  a  new  age.  Here  thought  had  room 
to  expand  and  although  still  hedged  about  by  superstition  and  in- 
tolerance it  soon  burst  the  bonds  which  sought  to  confine  it  within 
the  narrow  limits  set  for  it  by  authority  and  blossomed  into  intel- 
lectual liberty.  Thought  unconfined  by  fear  seeks  expression  and 
the  leading  minds  of  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century  saw 
not  only  the  insufficiency  of  medical  treatment  as  practiced  by  the 
doctors,  but  also  its  destructive  character.  One  of  the  first  to  con- 
demn the  practice  was  Benjamin  Rush  who  declared:  "The  very 
theory  and  practice  of  medicine  has  proved  a  dismal  failure  and 
physicians  themselves  are  ignorant  of  diseases  and  the  proper 
remedies  for  their  treatment."  With  regard  to  legislation  which  is 
ever  sought  by  medical  authority  to  perpetuate  itself  he  said:  "Con- 
ferring exclusive  privileges  upon  bodies  of  physicians,  and  forbid- 
ding men  of  equal  talents  and  knowledge  from  practicing  medicine 
within  certain  districts  of  cities  and  countries  are  inquisitions, 
however  sanctioned  by  ancient  charters  and  names,  serving  as 
bastiles  of  our  profession."  But  the  voice  of  Benjamin  Rush  is  silent 
now  and  his  vigorous  protest  against  the  restraint  which  medical 
authority  would  fasten  upon  the  human  race  is  forgotten  and  its 
effect  destroyed  in  the  efforts  of  crafty  authority  to  strangle,  by 
aid  of  the  law,  all  independent  thought.  Would  that  this  world-old 
monster  might  be  induced  to  exclaim  with  Dr.  Rush :  ''We  have 
assisted  in  multiplying  diseases  and  have  increased  their  mortality." 
There  were  many  other  men  contemporaneous  with  Rush,  who 
realized  the  inadequacy  of  medical  authority's  knowledge.  They, 
too,  saw  the  horrors  of  authoritative  treatment  of  the  sick.  They 
sought  intelligently  for  means  of  cure  more  in  accord  with  common 
sense.  They  did  not  aim  to  break  abruptly  away  from  the  past,  but 
sought  to  modify  the  old  in  a  manner  to  preserve  its  worth  to  the 
present  while  destroying  its  errors.  During  this  period  of  American 
development  intelligent  thought  was  not  confined  to  the  so-called 
learned  alone,  but  was  more  or  less  universal.  The  work  of  the 
physician  must  bear  the  closest  scrutiny  whether  it  suited  his  taste 
or  not.  As  a  result  of  this  there  were  many  individuals  outside  the 
medical  profession  who  observed  the  procedures  of  the  doctor. 
They  saw  his  ineffective  methods.  They  saw  the  results  of  his 
destructive  methods  of  treatment.  They  witnessed  the  horrors  of 
the  old-time  practice.  They  saw,  if  you  please,  the  commission  of 
unconscious  crime  against  the  sick,  a  crime  nevertheless,  and  they 
rebelled.  Their  inquiring  habits  of  mind  led  them  to  investigate 
the  simpler  means  of  cure.  Every  housewife  learned  something 
about  the  medicinal  virtues  of  native  plants.  The  natives,  too, 
were  possessed  of  many  important  and  valuable  facts  concerning 
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the  healing  properties  of  plants  and  imparted  their  knowledge  to 
the  newcomers.  This  knowledge  was  treasured  up  in  families.  It 
was  scorned  by  authority  because  it  had  not  its  birth  in  authority's 
hazy  brain.  Medical  authority  howled  itself  hoarse  as  it  saw  its 
self-assumed  rights  slipping  away.  It  hurled  anathemas  at  all  who 
dared  encroach  upon  its  time-honored  prerogative.  It  threw  into 
prison  the  non-professional  who  sought  to  heal  his  fellowman. 

Surgical  skill  was  undeveloped.  The  profession  was  adept 
only  in  the  use  of  the  lancet.  It  could  open  a  vein  with  the  greatest 
precision.  It  could  witness  the  lifeblood  ebb  away  with  grim  satis- 
faction while  it  hugged  an  age-long  delusion  to  its  breast.  It  re- 
duced dislocations,  if  at  all,  by  means  of  chain  and  pulley.  It 
knew  nothing  but  brute  force.  A  shiftless,  non-professional  showed 
authority  how  to  replace  a  luxated  bone  with  an  ease  and  gentleness 
and  withal  a  deftness  unknown  to  it.  Authority  would  have  none 
of  it.  Why?  Because  the  knowledge  came  from  a  source  outside 
its  own  sclerotic  brain.  Years  afterward  authority  discovered  (?) 
the  method  anew.  While  the  man  lived,  who  gave  this  incalculable 
service  to  mankind,  authority  ridiculed,  defamed  and  persecuted 
him.  It  seems  to  be  a  law  of  human  nature  that,  to  show  a  man 
his  shortcomings  is  to  call  down  upon  one's  head  the  condemnation 
of  him  you  would  benefit. 

Thomas  Jefferson  held  a  very  poor  opinion  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession of  his  time,  for  he  said:  "I  believe  we  may  safely  affirm 
that  the  inexperienced  and  presumptuous  herd  of  medical  tyros 
let  loose  upon  the  world  destroys  more  lives  than  all  the  Robin 
Hoods,  Cartouches  and  Macheaths  do  in  a  century."  Had  Wash- 
ington held  a  like  opinion  and  held  strictly  to  that  opinion,  he 
would  not  have  permitted  the  doctors  to  bleed  him  to  death.  Had 
McKinley  entertained  the  same  notion  concerning  the  same  "pre- 
sumptuous herd,"  he  would  not  have  permitted  them  to  feed  him 
to  death.  I  do  not  know  that  medical  authority  ever  claimed  to 
possess  what  is  termed  common  sense,  but  from  its  actions  in  the 
past  and  present,  one  would  be  led  to  think  its  function  of  cere- 
bration was  located  in  the  liver  and  consisted  almost  wholly  in  the 
production  of  gall,  a  commodity  absolutely  needed  to  permit  it  to 
claim  for  itself  all  knowledge  concerning  medical  practice. 

Stephens. 


Third  Preparation  of  Lobelia. 

While  in  Waterbury  last  month  attending  the  semi-annual 
meeting  of  the  Connecticut  State  Society,  I  requested  Dr.  S.  B. 
Munn  to  send  me  the  formula  of  this  old  prescription,  and  I  pub- 
lish it,  together  with  his  letter,  feeling  sure  that  it  will  interest  the 
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readers  of  the  Review,  particularly  the  younger  generation  who 
possibly  have  never  heard  of  its  virtues. 
Dear  Doctor  Boskowitz : 

Agreeable  to  your  request  I  send  the  enclosed  prescription.  I 
might  state  many  cases  treated  by  me  with  it,  but  one  or  two  will 
suffice. 

I  was  called  to  see  a  lady  who  had  been  having  fits  of  hysteria ; 
she  had  been  attended  by  an  "Old  School"  doctor  who  called  the 
trouble  epilepsy.  When  I  saw  her  both  hands  were  tied  to  the  bed 
rail,  and  the  husband  was  lying  across  her  feet,  I  directed  him  to 
release  her  feet  and  hands  ;  saying  to  him.  I  assure  you  she  will  not 
pull  her  hair.  I  had  previously  added  to  half  a  glass  of  water 
Third  Preparation  of  Lobelia  Compound,  two  drams,  and  given  her 
a  teaspoonful  of  the  mixture.  I  directed  the  husband  if  there  were 
any  signs  of  convulsions  to  give  her  a  teaspoonful  of  the  mixture  at 
once,  if  not,  to  give  the  dose  every  two  to  four  hours  for  two  days. 
She  has  had  no  more  fits. 

One  more  case :  Airs.  C.  had  been  treated  for  ulcerations  of 
the  cervix  uteri  with  caustics  and  she  was  having  hysterical  con- 
vulsions. One  morning  I  was  called  hastily  to  see  her;  found  her 
screaming,  pulling  her  hair  and  going  through  all  manner  of  hys- 
terical contortions.  Gave  same  medicine  as  in  the  other  case  and 
she  was  able  to  attend  to  her  business  next  morning. 
Prescription  for  the  third  preparation  of  Lobelia : 

Lobelia  seed.    (Cypripedium  or  Scutellaria)  Myrrh,  aa,  oz.  8. 
Hydrastis,  dr.  iv. 
Capsicum,  oz.  2J/2.    All  in  powder. 
Alcohol  dilute,  pints  lv. 
Macerate  or  percolate. 
For  lockjaw,  give  two  drams  in  warm  water  per  rectum. 
For  hysteria,  give  drams  one  or  two  in  half  glass  of  water. 
Teaspoonful  every  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  until  relieved. 


Hints  and  Winnowings. 

It  is  an  easily  demonstrated  fact  that  the  larger  part  of  the 
medical  profession,  regardless  of  school  affiliation,  has  become  con- 
vinced that  diphtheria  antitoxin  exerts  a  curative  influence,  and, 
through  the  efforts  of  the  lay  press  our  patrons  have  been  made 
fully  aware  of  such  fact.  It  would,  therefore,  be  unwise  for  a  physi- 
cian having  a  severe  case  of  diphtheria  not  to  employ  this  agent, 
for  in  the  event  of  a  fatal  termination,  he  certainly  would  be 
severely  censured.  He  may  fail  to  use  lobelia,  phytolacca,  baptisia, 
aconite,  bichromate  of  potassium,  or  any  other  favorite  drug,  with- 
out danger  of  unkind  comment  being  made,  but  no  excuse  for  the 
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neglect  of  antitoxin  is  likely  to  be  acceptable  to  the  public.  When 
membrane  covers  the  tonsils  and  uvula,  there  is  a  sanious  discharge 
from  the  nose,  there  are  spots  of  ecchymosis  on  the  body  and  ex- 
tremities, the  hands  and  iee<.  are  clammy,  the  pulse  feeble,  and  there 
is  the  characteristic  nauseous  odor  of  diphtheria,  10,000  units,  in  two 
doses,  should  be  administered,  and  repeated  until  the  patient  is  out 
of  danger.  In  the  majority  of  cases  these  large  .doses  are  not  re- 
quired, but  small  doses  in  severe  cases  are  not  effective.  The  dose 
usually  recommended  is  from  4000  to  8000  units  every  four  to  eight 
hours. 

According  to  the  reports  recently  published  by  the  Census 
Bureau,  in  1909,  in  the  registered  area,  70,033  deaths  occurred  from 
pneumonia  and  70,040  deaths  from  tuberculosis,  thus  showing  pneu- 
monia to  be  the  closest  second  to  the  greatest  single  destroyer  of 
human  life.  As  is  shown  by  this  official  report,  only  seven  more 
out  of  seventy  thousand  persons  died  of  the  universally  opposed 
"white  plague"  than  of  a  disease  which  has  not  been  made  the  object 
of  any  special  crusade.  Another  interesting  fact  pointed  out  by  this 
Bureau  shows  that  the  1909  number  for  pneumonia  mortality  was 
reached  by  an  increase  of  nearly  9,000  from  the  61,259  deaths  in 
1908.  The  reason  for  this  great  increase  in  the  pneumonia  death- 
rate  is  not  made  apparent  in  the  official  report,  but  one  can  hardly 
doubt  that  the  forcible  means  sometimes  employed  to  secure  an  un- 
timely and  unnecessary  reduction  in  temperature  were  in  no  small 
degree  responsible  for  the  unfavorable  condition^ 

The  druggists  who  supply  fiends  in  human  form  with  cocaine, 
knowing  that  the  drug  is  to  be  sold  on  the  streets,  to  school  children 
and  others,  evidently  find  it  a  very  profitable  business.  They  usually 
pay  three  dollars  per  ounce,  and  sell  it  in  vials  holding  about  one- 
sixteenth  of  an  ounce  for  one  dollar  each,  thus  making  a  profit  of 
about  $12.00  per  ounce.  The  peddlers  empty  the  contents  of  the 
little  bottles  into  pill  boxes,  putting  a  small  quantity  into  each  box, 
wrhich  they  sell  for  seventy-five  cents  each.  These  peddlers  make 
about  four  dollars  on  each  one  dollar  purchase,  and  the  user  of  the 
drug  gets  about  eight  sniffs  for  seventy-five  cents.  The  druggists 
often  mix  phenacetin,  borax,  or  tooth  powder  with  the  cocaine,  and 
fold  the  mixture  into  powders,  usually  making  twenty-four  powders 
out  of  one  dollar's  worth  of  the  drug,  and  sell  them  for  twenty-five 
cents  each. 

The  Health  Department  of  New  York  city  recently  passed  a 
resolution  forbidding  the  sale  by  retail  druggists  of  cocaine,  salts 
of  cocaine,  morphine,  or  any  mixture  of  which  they  are  a  con- 
stituent part  without  a  physician's  prescription.  This  order  right- 
fully includes  the  sale  of  many  "patent  medicine"  concoctions,  em- 
bracing so-called  soothing  syrups,  cholera  cures,  and  other  widely 
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advertised  mixtures  which  contain  more  or  less  of  the  dangerous 
drugs  referred  to  in  the  resolution.  The  druggists  are  making  a  de- 
termined effort  to  have  the  order  modified,  but  the  health  officers 
seem  inclined  to  persist  in  their  attempt  to  lessen  the  traffic  in  per- 
nicious dope. 

A  man  in  Texas  who  had  suffered  for  many  years  from  severe 
attacks  of  epilepsy  was  bitten  by  a  prairie  rattler,  and  from  that 
time  has  had  no  further  attacks  of  the  disease.  This  apparent  cure 
of  epilepsy  led  Dr.  L.  E.  Self,  of  Clairette,  Texas,  to  experiment  on 
other  epileptics  by  giving  them  hypodermic  injections  of  rattle- 
snake poison,  with  the  result  that  the  attacks  soon  became  less  se- 
vere and  finally  ceased  to  return.  Dr.  Self's  experience  with  this 
poison  has  caused  him  to  believe  that  he  has  discovered  a  cure  for 
epilepsy. 

It  might  be  well  for  the  schemers  who  are  endeavoring  to  es- 
tablish a  Department  of  Health  of  the  United  States  Government 
to  try  to  get  some  idea  of  what  such  a  department  would  cost  the 
American  people  by  considering  for  a  moment  the  amount  of  money 
required  for  running  the  Health  Department  of  a  single  great  city. 
This  is  shown  by  Dr.  Lederle's  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  activities 
of  the  New  York  Department  in  1911.  For  this  purpose  he  asks 
the  Board  of  Estimate  to  allow  him  $4,076,578,  which  is  $1,328,856 
more  than  the  allowance  made  for  1910. 

The  Chicago  medical  machine  having  failed  to  induce  the  po- 
litical conventions  in  Illinois,  Iowa,  Ohio,  Vermont,  and  several 
other  States,  to  add  to  their  platforms  a  plank  favoring  a  medical 
trust,  it  is  now  devoting  its  attention  to  an  endeavor  to  defeat  all 
legislative  nominees  who  refuse  to  pledge  themselves  to  vote  for  its 
medical  bills.  Those  Chicago  fellows  are  surely  a  great  bunch. 

The  founders  of  the  new  Eclectic  College  of  Missouri  are 
evidently  firm  believers  in  the  value  of  Eclectic  medicine,  and  they 
unquestionably  possess  the  ability  to  overcome  all  obstacles  and 
greatly  advance  the  true  interests  of  Eclecticism  in  the  Southwest. 

A  woman  in  Winnipeg,  Man.,  recently  presented  her  husband 
with  beautiful  twins,  but  he  did  not  seem  to  appreciate  her  gen- 
erosity, for  he  at  once  traded  one  of  the  infants  off  to  a  man  whose 
wife  had  no  children  for  a  yearling  pig. 

A  boy  named  Covington,  of  Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  when  three 
years  of  age,  had  very  black  hair,  but  it  suddenly  turned  gray. 
Now,  at  the  age  of  seven  years,  it  is  nearly  white.  He  never  had 
a  scare,  and  the  doctors  are  just  guessing. 

J.  W.  F. 
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The  Twentieth  Century  Magazine. 

In  the  November  issue  of  this  popular  magazine  will  be  found 
an  article  entitled  "The  Eclectic  School  in  Medicine,"  by  A.  F. 
Stephens,  M.D.,  of  St.  Louis.  This  article  answers  the  question  so 
often  asked  us :  "What  is  the  Eclectic  School  and  what  does  it 
stand  for?" 

The  article  is  written  in  a  scholarly  and  scientific  manner  and 
yet  is  one  that  appeals  to  the  lay  reader.  We  have  for  years  ad- 
vocated this  form  of  publicity  and  want  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
thanking  Mr.  Flower  for  presenting  Dr.  Stephens'  article  in  his 
magazine  for,  thereby,  we  will  reach  thousands  of  readers  that  the 
reprints  from  the  quarterly  will  not. 

The  Twentieth  Century  Magazine  is  worthy  of  a  place  in  every 
physician's  office,  for  it  is  well  edited,  has  many  able  contributions 
and  contains  something  more  than  advertisements. 


Coca. 

In  "The  Practical  Druggist"  for  October  will  be  found  a  most 
interesting,  instructive  and  entertaining  article  entitled  "Coca,  the 
Divine  Plant  of  the  Incas,"  by  our  Professor  John  Uri  Lloyd,  and 
I  wish  that  we  had  space  to  reprint  it,  but  as  we  cannot  I  hope  that 
our  readers  will  send  for  a  copy  of  "The  Practical  Druggist"  for 
October,  for,  besides  Professor  Lloyd's  article  on  Coca,  they  will 
be  interested  in  much  that  is  contained  in  this  issue. 

From  an  editorial  in  the  same  issue,  referring  to  this  article, 
we  quote  the  following: 

"Aside  from  its  interest  as  a  story  this  original  contribution 
brings  out  one  most  important  fact  that  coca,  a  plant  of  mystery  and 
legend  was  apparently  extensively  studied  for  years,  in  the  regular 
cut  and  dried  way  in  an  attempt  to  establish  the  presence  or  absence 
of  a  potent  principle,  only  in  the  end  to  require  the  investigations 
of  empiricists  to  determine  that  it  does  contain  an  alkaloid  which 
during  the  past  quarter  century  has  won,  to  a  place  of  highest 
honor,  as  a  most  valuable — perhaps  the  most  valuable — article  in 
the  armamentarium  of  the  physician." 


C.  Edwin  Miles,  M.D. 

On  Saturday,  Oct.  1,  1910,  Dr.  C.  Edwin  Miles  died  at  his  resi- 
dence, Roxbury  District,  Boston,  Mass. 

Dr.  Miles  was  one  of  the  oldest  Eclectics  in  the  country  and 
the  best  known  man  of  our  school  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts. 
He  was  twice  president  of  our  national  association  and  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Boston  District  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  For 
many  years  he  was  president  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Board  of 
Registration. 


294 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW 


At  the  last  meeting  of  the  National  in  Boston,  although  nearly 
80  years  of  age,  he  took  active  part  in  arranging  for  our  comfort  and 
entertainment. 

Those  who  were  privileged  to  attend  this  meeting  will  re- 
member Dr.  Miles  who,  as  the  representative  of  the  Massachusetts 
organization,  delivered  the  address  of  welcome  to  our  Society. 

May  his  life  and  work  be  an  inspiration  to  the  younger 
generation. 


Samuel  B.  Bailey,  M.D. 

Dr.  Samuel  B.  Bailey  of  Higganum,  Conn.,  died  on  the  nth  of 
August  last  in  the  eighty-fifth  year  of  his  age.  He  had  practiced  medi- 
cine about  fifty-five  years,  commanding  a  large  country  practice,  and 
one  that  was  quite  remunerative.  It  was  in  Higganum  that  his  prac- 
tice was  begun,  and  he  continued  there  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 

His  early  education  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  Haddam 
and  afterwards  took  private  instruction  under  the  village  pastor.  He 
took  a  thorough  course  in  medicine  in  Philadelphia,  and  graduated 
about  1856.  About  ten  years  after  this  he  took  a  course  of  lectures  in 
New  York,  listening  to  some  of  the  best  men  in  that  city,  he  then  fol- 
lowed his  work  to  the  last. 

By  his  death  one  of  the  old  landmarks  of  Eclecticism  has  been 
removed.  He  was  intensely  interested  in  early  life  in  what  was  then 
called  the  new  school  in  medicine.  He  came  to  know  of  the  school 
long  before  taking  up  its  study  in  a  regular  way.  It  was  under  peculiar 
circumstances,  owing  to  ill  health  when  quite  young,  he  began  reading 
medicine  and  giving  attention  to  his  own  case,  studying  its  nature, 
and  seeking  to  find  a  remedy.  The  first  medical  work  he  ever  read 
was  the  "Family  Physician,"  written  and  published  by  Wooster  Beach, 
M.D.  From  this  he  obtained  a  large  amount  of  valuable  medical  facts 
and  was  thoroughly  converted  to  the  new  doctrine.  It  was  then  that 
Eclecticism  was  forging  its  way  under  those  master  minds,  Drs.  Mor- 
row, Jones,  King,  Buchannan  and  Newton  and  later  on  John  M. 
Scudder.  He  took  to  these  pioneers  very  readily,  and  with  his  broad 
and  liberal  mind  was  in  a  receptive  mood  and  could  appreciate  them. 
He  commenced  with  a  small  medical  library  and  added  to  .  this,  new 
and  valuable  works  upon  the  different  branches  of  medicine,  these 
he  would  study  as  his  time  would  allow,  and  with  his  experience  m 
practice  from  which  he  learned,  much,  his  mind  was  well  stored  with 
valuable  medical  lore. 

He  was  truly  a  busy  man  and  with  his  iron  will,  great  energy, 
and  common  sense  he  was  able  to  withstand  the  opposition  that  came 
from  the  advocates  of  the  old  school. 
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Success  in  treating  his  patients  and  upright  and  faithful  work 
with  him  were  strong  characteristics  and  served  to  command  attention 
and  practically  secure  all  the  practice  of  that  locality. 

He  has  finished  his  life';,  task  and  with  the  full' confidence  of  the 
community  has  laid  down  his  work  and  gone  to  his  home. 


Original  Articles 


"A  Review  of  the  Sympathetic  Nervous  System." 

Read  before  the  50th  annual  meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  May  1910. 

BY  M.  B.  PEARLSTIEN,  M.D. 

The  sympathetic  nervous  system,  though  comparatively  little 
heard  of,  is  the  most  important  of  all  things  in  man. 

It  is  the  first  to  live  and  the  last  to  die.  The  sympathetic  nerv- 
ous system  superintends  all  the  involuntary  organs  of  the  body. 
It  keeps  the  heart  in  constant  action,  makes  the  stomach  digest  the 
food  and  with  the  assistance  of  blood  vessels,  directs  the  distribution 
to  all  hungry  cells.  It  superintends  the  respiratory  apparatus  in 
furnishing  oxygen  and  heat,  and  orders  the  funeral  trains  to  carry 
away  the  dead  through  the  kidneys,  bowels  and  other  eliminary 
routes. 

All  activities  of  the  body,  except  chemical,  whether  in  health 
or  disease,  are  accomplished  through  tubes. 

Solids  and  fluids  alike  are  carried  along  their  course  in  tubular 
structures  by  a  vermicular  or  peristaltic  action,  produced  by  invol- 
untary muscular  fibres  and  under  the  stimulus  of  this  great  sym- 
pathetic nervous  system.  Processes  of  digestion,  assimilation  and 
absorption,  also  circulation  and  all  conceivable  involuntary  actions, 
are  alike  performed  and  dependent  upon  the  sympathetic  nerves. 

The  sympathetic  nerve  is  not  a  nerve  of  sensation,  but  rather  a 
nerve  of  function. 

Blood  vessels  for  example,  while  they  are  followed  by  the 
cerebro-spinal  nerves,  the  sympathetic  nerves  are  generally  dis- 
tributed in  the  plexiform  network,  ensheathing  the  vessels  and  en- 
tering with  them  into  the  parenchyma  of  the  viscera,  there  in  turn 
superintending  and  conducting  the  said  viscera.  The  sympathetic 
likewise  distributes  branches  to  the  sweat  glands,  salivary  and  lym- 
phatic glands,  to  kidneys,  bowels,  etc. 

The  tonicity  and  elasticity  of  all  tubes  depend  upon  the  tonicity 
of  the  sympathetic  nerves.  When  the  sympathetic  nerve  forCe  is 
abundant,  all  peristaltic  actions  are  vigorous  and  all  bodily  activities 
are  well  accomplished. 
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On  the  other  hand,  when  the  sympathetic  vitality  is  lowered, 
the  peristaltic  actions  are  then  less  vigorous,  the  resistance  of  the 
body  weakened;  stagnation  and  the  various  consequences  of  such 
disaffections  are  thereby  inaugurated.  In  other  words :  the  problem 
of  health  is  a  problem  of  sympathetic  nerve  force — and  the  problem 
of  disease  is  a  problem  of  sympathetic  nerve  waste. 

The  sympathetic,  like  a  conscientious  nurse,  is  everlastingly 
looking  out  for  the  welfare  of  the  body,  except  that  it  never  rests  as 
long  as  there  is  life.  She  keeps  the  heart  beating,  the  lungs  breath- 
ing, the  secretions  and  excretions  active,  though  the  motive  power 
of  the  body  may  be  under  the  influence  of  a  narcotic,  anaesthetic  or 
in  nightly  slumber. 

The  sympathetic  nerve,  like  that  of  the  cerebro-spinal,  is  rather 
intelligent,  though  her  way  of  expressing  intelligence  is  so  different 
from  the  latter  nerve.  For  example:  In  diseases  where  the  parts 
are  inflamed  and  swollen,  the  cerebro-spinal  nerve  would  imme- 
diately suggest  through  the  medium  of  circulation  to  remain  con- 
gested and  painful ;  whereas  the  sympathetic  nerve  will  always 
try  to  assist  nature  to  throw  off  the  disease  though  by  its  constant 
exertion  it  constricts  the  part  or  parts  involved  and  swallows,  so  to 
speak,  its  own  membrane.  Cases  of  cystitis,  dysentery  and  the  like 
inflammations  may  be  considered  good  examples  of  such  actions. 
In  cystitis,  the  sympathetic  nerve  insists  upon  repeated  exertions  at 
micturition  although  there  is  hardly  any  urine  to  be  expelled.  Dysen- 
tery would  furnish  a  similar  illustration,  namely :  tenesmus  and  re- 
peated exertions  at  defecation :  and  so  on  with  various  other 
inflammations. 

Irritation  upon  any  mucous  membrane  owing  to  this  charac- 
teristic of  the  sympathetic  nerve,  will  inevitably  induce  a  strictured 
condition  at  the  point  of  such  irritation,  be  it  in  a  tube  or  organ  in- 
volved. Prolonged  irritation  of  voluntary  or  involuntary  muscular 
fibres  of  such  tube  or  organ,  not  only  wearies  the  parts  involved, 
but  also  tires  more  or  less  the  entire  nervous  system  and  eventually 
induces  general  nerve  waste. 

Pathology  of  the  sympathetic  nerves  covers  a  field  of  almost 
all  important  diseases  known  to  the  medical  profession.  They  are 
chiefly  observed  in  cervical  and  abdominal  ganglia,  characterized 
by  increased  vascularity,  deposit  of  excessive  connective  tissue, 
pigmentation,  atrophy,  hypertrophy,  sclerosis,  fatty  infiltration, 
accumulation  of  microbes  and  leucocytes  and  fatty  degeneration. 

The  sympathetic  nerves  are  connected  together  by  intervening 
cords  from  four  great  gangliated  plexuses  of  nerves,  situated  in  the 
cervical,  thoracic,  abdominal  and  pelvic  cavities. 

Byron  Robinson  in  his  work  on  the  "Abdominal  and  Pelvic 
Brains,"  states  that  the  sympathetic  nervous  system  originates  in 
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the  cerebrospinal  cord  and  that  at  the  origin  of  the  coeliac-axis  is 
located  the  abdominal  brain. 

Gray,  in  his  work  on  anatomy,  further  states  that  each  gangliated 
cord  may  be  traced  upward  from  the  base  of  the  skull  into  its  cavity,  by 
an  ascending  branch,  forming  a  plexus  on  internal  cortical  artery' 
and  communicating  with  ganglia  on  the  first  and  second  division  of 
the  fifth  nerve.  Each  ganglion  is  regarded  a  distinct  centre  and  in 
addition  to  its  branches  of  distribution  possesses  branches  of  com- 
munication with  other  centres. 

D'oesn't  the  sympathetic  deserve  a  great  deal  of  thought  and 
consideration? 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Medication  by  Numbers. 

BY  JOHN  URI  LLOYD,  PHAR.  M. 

Nearly  half  a  century  has  passed  since,  to  the  Eastern  United 
States,  was  advertised  in  print,  by  circular  and  by  bill  poster,  the 
title  "Vinegar  Bitters,"  amplified  by  descriptions  of  its  marvelous 
uses.  This  writer  was  then  a  prescription  clerk,  and  remembers  dis- 
tinctly the  increasing,  feverish  demand  that  arose  for  "Vinegar 
Bitters/'  but  no  Vinegar  Bitters  could  be  obtained.  For  weeks  and" 
months  the  excitement  increased,  as  the  advertisements  multiplied. 
Such  questions  as  "What  is  Vinegar  Bitters?"  "Who  makes  Vinegar' 
Bitters?"  and  "Where  can  we  get  Vinegar  Bitters?"  had  well-nigh 
distracted  every  drug  clerk  in  America,  when  at  last  came  a  supply 
of  Vinegar  Bitters.  From  California  that  "marvelous  discovery"' 
was  distributed  throughout  the  East.  Men,  women  and  children 
flocked  to  the  drug  stores  to  get  the  long-heralded  "new  discovery." 
Wise,  indeed,  had  been  the  foresight  of  those  who  so  extensively 
advertised  that  product  and  yet  held  back  the  mixture  until  the 
very  height  of  the  sensational  demand  was  reached.  Vinegar 
Bitters  rolled  in  by  the  carload,  was  sold  by  the  carload,  and  for 
each  bottle  of  Vinegar  Bitters  a  dollar  bill  was  paid  by  the  health- 
seeking  purchaser. 

Nearly  a  century  ago,  Samuel  Thompson,  of  lobelia  fame,  in- 
troduced a  process  of  medication  by  numbers.  That  most  pic- 
turesque and  gifted  American  crusader  created  a  charm  figure  which 
still  holds  its  own  in  American  medication  and  pharmacy.  The 
"No.  6"  of  Samuel  Thompson  has  stood  the  test  of  time;  it  is  a 
mighty  number  for  the  conjurer.  But,  until  recently,  no  man  had 
seen  the  possibilities  in  the  doubling,  the  trebling,  the  combining  of 
6,  0  and  6!  nor  had  any  man  cast  the  horoscope  and  foreseen  what 
might  happen  if  the  process  of  introducing  Vinegar  Bitters  were 
combined  with  the  Samuel  Thompson  charm  number,  6,  raised  to  a 
higher  power. 
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606!  Nearly  a  century  has  passed  since  the  famous  "No.  6" 
established  its  magic  virtues.  Nearly  half  a  century  has  flown  since 
"Vinegar  Bitters"  played  its  hand  and  won.  Dumb  have  been  the 
men  of  science  in  America,  lost  has  been  a  mighty  opportunity.  The 
reaping  of  the  harvest  of  the  sixes  is  to  pass  to  other  lands.  Ponder 
well  this  problem.  No  longer  listen  to  the  words  of  Longfellow,  "In 
fhv  journey  look  not  backward."  What  honor  and  profit  might 
have  come  to  some  American  "man  of  science,"  close-linked  with 
ethical  "authority,"  had  he  but  established  a  "bureau  of  information" 
under  the  famous  No.  6  doubled  and  linked  to  nothing.  Once  more 
it  has  been  established  that  two  negatives  are  equal  to  an  affirmative. 
Are  not  the  compounds  "Vinegar  Bitters"  and  Thompson's  "No.  6" 
classed  as  quack  (American-bred)  remedies?  Is  not  the  as  yet  hypo- 
thetical 606  (not  ready  for  distribution,  but  to  be  yet  supplied  from 
Germany)  typical  of  the  quintessence  of  "ethical"  purity? 

WThat  will  be  the  outcome  of  this  marvelous  combination  of  two 
sixes  and  a  cipher,  linked  to  the  Vinegar  Bitters  process  of  introduc- 
tion, whereby  a  disease,  well-nigh  incurable,  is  to  be  healed  as  by  a 
magic  touch?  What  will  be  the  ending  when  the  "people"  learn  of 
its  qualities,  as  they  may,  accidentally,  notwithstanding  the  "pro- 
fessional" restrictions  that  will  be  used  to  prevent  suffering  hu- 
manity from  calling  at  a  drug  store  for  a  bottle  of  a  certain  cure, 
under  the  difficult-to-be-remembered  name,  606?  Judge  of  the 
future  by  the  present.  Before  an  American  physician  has  seen  a 
grain,  or  perhaps  a  drop,  of  the  marvelous  panacea  (yet  to  be  sup- 
plied), an  editorial  in  McKesson  &  Robbin's  "Drug  Topics,"  states 
as  follows : 

"Report  has  it  that  since  the  announcement  of  the  source  of 
supply  (a  large  German  chemical  house"! ,  the  shares  of  this  concern 
have  advanced  25  per  cent." 

To  this  the  editor  adds,  as  a  bit  of  commercial  meditation  that 
it  presents : 

"A  striking  tribute  to  the  expected  preparation,  and  perhaps  a 
sad  commentary  on  human  frailty." 

4 — 11 — 44!  Since  Americans  seem  to  be  able  to  profit  nothing 
by  the  records  of  their  past,  patriotic  eyes  longingly  seek  the  advent 
of  the  second  mathematical  scout  to  bring  "ethicaF'  blessings  from 
abroad.  Who  can  predict  what  combination  of  incurable  diseases 
will  succumb  when  the  herald  holds  aloft  the  mystic  number 
4 — 11 — 44? — Eclectic  Medical  Journal. 

Sulphur  in  the  morning  and  mix  vomica  at  night  in  the  Homeo- 
pathic art  has  cured  more  cases  of  constipation  than  all  other  reme- 
dies, when  used  in  minute  doses,  and  with  proper  dieting. — Dr.  E. 
R.  Ellis. 
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Items  from  the  Field  of  Neurology. 

BY  THEODORE  DAVIS  ADLERMAN,  A.B.,  M.D. 

Very  few  fully  appreciate  the  powerful  influence,  which 
sexuality  exercises  over  feeling,  thought  and  conduct,  both  in  the 
individual  and  in  Society.  Schiller,  in  his  poem,  "Die  Weltweisen," 
recognizes  it  with  these  words : 

"Einstweilen  bis  den  Bau  der  Welt, 

Philosophic  zusammenhalt, 

Erhalt  sie  das  Getriebe 

Durch  Hunger  und  durch  Liebe." 
Abnormal  manifestations  in  the  sexual  sphere  in  the  various 
forms  of  paranoia  are  not  infrequent.    Many  of  these  cases  are  de- 
veloped on  sexual  abuse  or  sexual  excitement.   In  paranoia  religiosa 
the  perverse  sexual  instinct  is  most  clearly  manifested. 


In  a  serial  article  on  tetanus  Erler  discusses  its  early  symptoms. 
He  quotes  Rose  and  von  Leyeden.  The  consensus  view  seems  to 
be  that  trismus  must  necessarily  be  present  to  insure  a  diagnosis  of 
tetanus.  Yet  we  all  know  of  cases  in  which  trismus  was  absent,  al- 
though tetanus  of  the  arms,  face  and  trunk  was  present.  The  early 
symptoms  of  tetanus  are  transitory  and  alternating.  They  comprise 
uselessness,  timidity,  night  terrors, bad  dreams,  dysuria,  dyspnea,  etc., 
etc.  The  facial  expression  changes,  there  may  be  nosebleed,  night 
sweats,  prostration,  yawning,  vertigo,  in  fact,  all  symptoms  of  nerv- 
ous irritability  or  prostration.  Certain  muscle  groups  are  in  a  state 
of  tonic  spasm,  often  latent,  that  is,  spasm  appears  only  upon 
exertion. 


The  prognosis  of  cerebro-spinal  syphilis  is  most  hopeful  of  all 
organic  affections  of  the  central  nervous  system,  excepting  in  the 
fulminating  cases  where  the  profound  intoxication  destroys  the 
nerve  cells  before  relief  can  be  had  through  timely  treatment. 

We  saw  a  beautiful  case  of  Meniere's  disease  the  other  day  in 
consultation  with  an  allopathic  friend.  In  this  case  the  vertigo,  the 
profound  deafness  and  tinnitus  acerium,  the  staggering  gait  and 
the  peculiar  dizziness  each  time  the  patient  arose  to  a  horizontal, 
were  very  characteristic  and  full  of  diagnostic  beauty  to  me.  Small 
doses  of  quinine  and  increased  until  cinchonism  results,  hydro- 
bromic  acid  in  30  drops  per  day  and  a  hypodermic  of  10  drops  of  a 
2  per  cent,  solution  of  pilocarpine  and  paying  attention  to  the 
labyrinth,  will  give  results. 

Ecstasy,  catalepsy  and  trance  are  accidental  somnolent  states 
occurring  in  hysteria.    (I  can  hear  some  of  my  friends  say,  ye  gods, 
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is  he  going  to  talk  of  hysteria  again;  yes,  it  is  a  weak  point  with 
me,  and  I  spent  more  midnight  oil  on  hysteria  than  on  any  other 
nervous  affection.)  Ecstasy  is  a  more  or  less  transient  emotional 
state  when  the  patient  is  transfixed  as  it  were,  in  self-contemplation. 
When  there  is  general  muscular  rigidity  associated  for  some  period 
of  time  catalepsy  exists.  A  trance  is  a  passive  condition  of  quiet 
somnolence  in  which  the  patient  lies  motionless  with  all  functions 
at  the  lowest  ebb.  ____ 

Pardon  me,  one  more  word  about  hysteria:  do  you  know  what 
the  ancient  supposition  was  about  hysteria,  that  the  uterus  was 
wandering  about  the  body— absurd  is  it  not? 


Insanity  occurring  in  pregnancy  prior  to  delivery  is  compara- 
tively rare  and  very  few  cases  are  of  sufficient  gravity  to  require 
restraint  in  an  asylum.  The  most  of  those  cases  show  symptoms 
of  derangement  after  the  third  month  of  gestation.  The  question 
of  induction  of  premature  labor  often  arises,  and  must  be  decided 
as  per  individual  case,  and  most  of  these  women  do  well  after 
confinement.   

Boissier  of  Paris  describes  two  cases  of  impulsive  sexual  per- 
version. One  was  an  exhibitionist,  whose  obsession  was  allayed 
by  merely  exposing  his  genitals  in  the  presence  of  women.;  the  other 
had  an  uncontrollable  desire  to  copulate  with  the  lower  animals, 
otherwise  the  sexual  acts  and  feelings  of  the  patients  were  normal. 
Both  showed  the  characteristic  features  of  obsession  as  described 
by  Magnan:  sudden  appearance  of  desire,  a  period  of  painful  and 
anxious  struggling  against  the  morbid  temptation,  the  impulsive 
act,  and  complete  relief.  In  both  cases  there  was  insane  ancestry 
and  the  second  became  an  alcoholic  and  finally  insane. 


Morbid  erotism  presents  both  normal  and  abnormal  psycho- 
logical aspects.  It  presents  a  voluntary  deviation  from  the  ordinary 
and  natural  indulgence  of  the  generic  instinct — the  normal  but  im- 
moral psychology  of  the  eroto-sexual  propensity  and  instinctive  in- 
herent, organic,  dominant  and  often  resistless,  involuntary  per- 
versions of  this  passion;  the  latter  is  the  true  abnormal  and  or- 
ganically unnatural  sexual  perversion. 


Friedman  of  Manheim  reported  two  cases  of  primordial  men- 
strual insanity,  and  concludes  that  there  is  a  variety  of  periodical 
insanity  beginning  with  puberty,  coincident  with  disturbances  of 
menstruation  and  ending  when  that  function  is  regulated.  It  must 
be  differentiated  from  the  usual  forms  of  periodical  menstrual  in- 
sanity, and  may  be  termed  menstrual  developmental  insanity. 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW 


301 


In  a  neurasthenic  patient  observed  by  Bagnis,  the  eye  had  be- 
come the  centre  of  all  the  suffering.  Even  things  only  very  re- 
motely related  to  the  visual  function  caused  exactly  the  same  dis- 
turbances as  though  they  were  directly  connected  therewith.  The 
patient  saw  all  objects  coated  with  a  white  brilliant  circle.  Baduel 
in  speaking  of  a  similar  case  considered  it  due  to  irregularities  in 
the  curvature  of  crystalline  l.ens. 


Hysterical  anaesthesia  is  a  symptom  of  which  the  patient  only 
rarely  complains  and  of  which  he  is  often  ignorant  until  its  existence 
is  pointed  out  to  him  by  medical  examination,  and  here  is  an  inter- 
esting case:  A  girl  cut  her  right  wrist  with  some  glass,  thus  in- 
juring the  median  nerve.  There  was  no  paralysis,  but  she  com- 
plained of  tingling  over  the  palm  and  fingers.  The  physician  who 
examined  the  case  discovered  that  there  was  a  complete  left  hys- 
terical hemianaesthesia  of  which  the  patient  not  only  did  not 
complain,  but  even  did  not  suspect  it.  Sensory  examination  in 
nervous  cases  is  therefore  a  necessity. 


Hysterical  pain  does  not  interfere  with  sleep  nor  is  it  accom- 
panied with  the  nutritional  disturbances  which  are  such  common 
consequences  of  pain  from  other  causes.  It  is  a  difficult  symptom 
to  explain.  Janet  suggests  that  it  is  entirely  due  to  the  ideas 
aroused  by  association  relative  to  contact.  Psychologically  the 
pain  is  not  genuine,  it  is  real  to  the  patient  and  may  cause  him 
much  discomfort  and  suffering. 


Spiller  and  Camp  called  attention  to  the  clonical  resemblance 
which  may  exist  between  cerebro-spinal  syphilis  and  multiple 
sclerosis.  The  patient,  a  man  28  years  of  age,  positively  denying 
syphilitic  infection,  presented  marked  ataxia  of  gait,  intention  tremor 
of  limbs,  and  a  month  or  two  before  death,  of  the  muscles  of  the 
face,  scanning  speech,  at  first  normal  iridic  reactions,  lated  Argyll 
Robertson  pupils,  pallor  of  the  temporal  size  of  the  right  optic 
nerve  and  simple  atrophy  of  the  left  optic  nerve,  and  vertigo.  Pain 
was  never  a  prominent  symptom.  Nystagmus  was  not  observed. 
Shortly  before  death,  when  some  scars  on  his  limbs  were  discovered 
and  a  history  of  syphilis  obtained,  the  diagnosis  of  cerebro-spinal 
syphilis  was  entertained.  The  lesions  found  were  those  of  meningo- 
encephalitis, consisting  chiefly  of  round-cell  infiltration  and  degen- 
eration of  the  posterior  columns  of  the  cord.  The  patient  was 
married  and  was  the  father  of  a  healthy  child.  He  positively  denied 
having  had  syphilis  until  a  short  time  before  his  death.  On  the 
other  hand,  his  occupation,  in  which  he  was  constantly  exposed  to 
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the  weather  furnished  a  possible  etiology  for  multiple  sclerosis. 
Pain  was  never  a  marked  feature,  and  no  time  was  of  the  sharp 
shooting  character  usually  associated  with  inflammatory  lesions  of 
the  meninges  involving  the  posterior  roots.  The  tremor  was  of  the 
intention  type  and  the  speech  was  "scanning."  However,  there 
was  no  nystagmus,  yet  this  is  often  absent  in  multiple  sclerosis. 

Summing  up  the  symptoms  in  this  case  it  is  evident  that  there 
was  enough  to  make  a  diagnosis  of  multiple  sclerosis  and  there 
were  no  symptoms  that  were  incompatible  with  such  a  diagnosis. 


In  Brit.  Med.,  Coombs  reports  a  case  of  congenital  hypotonia 
in  a  girl  10  years  of  age.  This  is  a  form  of  myopathy  apparently 
not  observed  in  England,  but  noted  in  Germany  and  America. 
Within  half  an  hour  of  this  patient's  birth  one  hand  was  noticed  to 
be  peculiarly  flabby  and  loose;  no  other  signs  were  apparent  until 
she  began  to  walk,  when  it  was  found  her  legs  gave  way  under  her, 
and  was  also  hard  to  put  on  her  shoes  and  socks,  because  the  legs 
were  weak  and  flabby.  Her  hands  were  jointless,  there  was  de- 
ficiency of  power,  accompanied  by  poor  development  of  muscles. 
The  case  is  certainly  a  rare  one  and  corresponds  to  those  described 
by  Oppenheim,  70  Rogers  Avenue,  Brooklyn. 
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Dispensing  Doctors. 

The  retail  drug  dealers  who  are  so  strenuously  endeavoring  to 
deprive  physicians  of  their  right  to  dispense  the  drugs  they  prescribe 
for  their  patients,  and  who  are  asking  for  the  passage  of  all  sorts 
of  absurd  laws,  have  much  to  say  about  the  physician  attempting 
to  perform  the  duties  of  the  pharmacist  without  any  proper. pharma- 
ceutical education,  when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  dispensing  doctor 
seldom  or  never  attempts  any  such  duties.  The  excellent  medicinal 
preparations  now  on  the  market  make  it  entirely  unnecessary  for 
him  to  do  so.  The  greater  number  of  dispensing  doctors  simply 
add  a  certain  quantity  of  elegant  fluid  preparations  to  a  certain 
quantity  of  water  or  simple  syrup,  and  advise  their  patients  in  re- 
gard to  the  dosage  and  frequency  of  administration.   Others  largely 
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employ  neatly  made  tablets  composed  of  a  single  remedy,  or  a  com- 
bination of  several  remedies,  manufactured  by  reliable  drug  houses. 
Still  others  prefer  combinations  in  fluid  form,  but  they  nearly  always 
obtain  such  remedies  from  drug  firms  of  long  experience  and  well- 
known  reliability.  These  truthful  statements  certainly  lack  evidence 
of  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  doctor  to  perform  the  duties  of 
the  pharmacist— duties  which  Gould  and  Webster  say  consist  of  the 
preparation  of  medicines. 

A  physician  having  a  case  of  congestion  of  the  kidneys,  or  some 
inflammatory  condition  of  the  genito-urinary  tract,  may,  on  due  con- 
sideration, wish  to  prescribe  asparagus,  buchu,  digitalis,  podophyllin, 
potassium  nitrate,  oil  of  juniper  and  apol,  and  the  condition  of  the 
patient's  stomach  may  be  such  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  give  the 
remedies  in  the  form  of  nicely  coated  pills.  Can  any  retail  druggist 
compound  such  a  pill  soon  enough  (if  at  all)  to  supply  the  needs  of 
the  physician?  If  not,  why  is  it  not  just  as  safe  for  the  doctor, 
who  knows  the  therapeutic  action  of  the  drugs,  to  dispense  them 
from  the  original  container  of  a  reliable  drug  house,  as  it  is  for  the 
retail  druggist  to  do  the  same  thing  for  the  doctor's  patient,  and 
continue  to  fill  the  prescription  for  the  patient's  friends  for  time 
without  end. 

If  the  physician  has  a  case  in  which  he  wishes  to  prescribe  ferric 
pyrophosphate,  quinine  sulphate  and  arsenious  acid,  is  it  any  safer 
for  his  patient  to  obtain  a  crude  preparation  from  a  small  drug  store 
than  it  is  for  the  doctor  to  dispense  the  drugs  in  the  form  of  the 
elegant  elixir  supplied  by  several  reliable  drug  houses?  If  the  doctor 
prefers  the  latter  way,  does  he  in  any  respect  assume  the  duties  of 
a  real  pharmacist? 

Again,  we  will  suppose  that  a  dispensing  doctor  perfers  to  use 
syrups  and  wishes  to  employ  one  containing  mitchella  repens,  caulo- 
phyllum,  helonias  and  viburnum  opulus.  This  prescription,  as  it 
would  be  likely  to  leave  the  hands  of  the  ordinary  druggist,  would 
prove  an  unsightly  and  nasty  affair,  but  a  very  pleasant  syrup  con- 
taining these  drugs  can  be  procured  from  several  drug  houses.  The 
doctor  who  has  prescribed  this  mixture  can  readily  dispense  it  by 
filling  a  suitable  bottle  from  the  Original  container  and  advising  his 
patient  in  regard  to  the  dose  and  frequency  of  use.  This  procedure 
is  surely  not  in  any  way  interfering  with  pharmacological  science, 
but  -it  is  promptly  furnishing  the  patient  with  a  much  more  sightly 
and  acceptable  medicine  than  it  is  possible  for  him  to  procure  at  the 
small  retail  drug  store. 

Illustrations  of  this  character  could  be  continued  indefinitely, 
but  enough  has  been  said  to  clearly  show  the  advantage  of  dispens- 
ing medicines  by  the  physician,  and  also  to  evidence  the  fact  that 
doctors  rarely  attempt  the  work  appertaining  to  pharmacy. 
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Sepia  Succus. 

In  a  very  interesting  article  on  the  above  named  drug,  written 
t>y  Dr.  John  Fearn,  of  Oakland,  CaL,  and  published  in  the  California 
Eclectic  Medical  Journal,  the  doctor  in  part  says : 

"This  remedy  is  obtained  from  the  inky  juice  of  the  cuttle  fish. 

"I  cannot  think  that  the  ills  for  which  this  remedy  is  curative 
are  always  caused  by  portal  congestion.  For  instance  in  ills  of  the 
lower  bowels  and  pelvic  cavity,  the  local  congestion  may  be  caused 
hy  abdominal  plethora.  In  studying  the  therapeutics  of  this  remedy, 
let  us  begin  with  the  skin.  What  are  the  specific  conditions  calling 
'  for  this  remedy  in  skin  diseases?  Answer:  the  skin  is  anemic  and 
lias  a  waxy,  yellow  appearance,  there  are  chloasma,  eczema,  visi- 
cular  eruptions,  with  itching  and  afterward  desquamation  of  the 
cuticle;  these  eruptions  are  very  troublesome  about  the  lips,  rectum 
and  privates.  Now,  according  to  my  reasoning,  these  troubles  are 
the  result  of  venous  congestion ;  this  congestion  interferes  with  ar- 
terial circulation,  hence  we  have  a  lack  of  nutrition  in  the  skin  and 
the  troubles  enumerated  result;  here  sepia  is  curative.  Severe 
headaches,  long  continued,  the  patient  is  dull  and  stupid,  there  is  a 
tendency  to  hysteria,  with  the  same  condition  of  skin :  sepia  is  a 
good  remedy. 

"In  stomach  troubles  there  is  bad  taste  in  the  mouth,  rancid 
eructations,  digestion  is  slow,  appetite  usually  poor,  empty,  gone 
feeling  in  the  stomach,  often  this  feeling  is  not  relieved  by  taking 
food. 

"In  liver  troubles  we  have  subacute  and  chronic  hepatitis,  full- 
ness in  the  hepatic  region;  the  hepatic  function  is  poorly  per- 
formed.  Here  use  sepia. 

"The  bowels  are  usually  constipated,  they  are  bloated  and  dis- 
tended. The  hemorrhoidal  veins  are  over  distended.  We  have 
piles  protruding  dark  in  color,  there  is  heat  and  swelling  in  the 
rectum  and  anus,  the  bowels  are  often  prolapsed.  The  discharges 
from  the  bowels  are  of  vile  odor.  This  is  a  picture  of  local  venous 
congestion,  and  in  this  case  sepia  is  a  prime  remedy. 

"There  is  diminished  flow  of  urine,  specific  gravity  increased, 
increase  in  the  amounts  of  urates,  urine  fetid,  it  deposits  a  sediment 
in  the  vessel  of  a  grayish  color  which  is  hard  to  remove  from  the 
vessel,  there  may  be  a  teasing  tenesmus,  making  it  hard  to  hold  the 
urine  and  yet  there  is  a  lack  of  expulsive  power.  Here  sepia  is  good. 

"In  the  ovaries  this  venous  congestion  tends  to  atony,  torpor, 
and  scanty  menstruation.  It  is  a  frequent  cause  of  amenorrhoea 
and  sterility.  Few  of  these  cases  but  what  have  the  skin  troubles 
calling  for  sepia. 

"On  the  uterus  sepia  has  great  influence.   Where  we  have  this 
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congestion,  we  almost  always  find  leucorrhoea,  the  discharge  may 
be  thick  or  thin,  it  may  be  green,  but  there  is  always  the  bad  odor. 

"There  are,  I  believe,  certain  specific  conditions  calling  for  this 
remedy  in  sickness,  and  wherever  we  get  those  conditions,  if  we 
use  this  remedy  wisely  we  shall  meet  with  success.  First,  in  most 
cases  calling  for  sepia  we  shall  find  the  yellow,  waxy  skin;  in  many 
cases  chloasma  and  eczema,  the  result  of  impaired  nutrition  of  the 
skin. 

"Second,  there  is  dullness  and  depression  of  the  mind,  much 
like  the  case  for  which  we  give  Pulsatilla;  there  is  in  the  most  of 
these  cases  cerebral  venous  congestion  as  the  base  of  the  trouble. 

"Third,  there  is  almost  always  bad  odor  with  the  discharges 
from  the  body.  These  discharges  may  be  from  the  ears,  the  throat, 
the  bowels,  the  bladder,  the  vagina,  the  uterus,  the  skin,  the  axilla, 
the  feet." 


Cornus  Florida — Dogwood. 

The  bark  of  this  small  indigenous  tree  was  extensively  em- 
ployed by  the  early  Eclectics,  and  they  found  it  a  useful  stimulant 
and  tonic.  In  chronic  intermittent  fever,  dogwood  has  been  used 
with  much  advantage,  proving  especially  valuable  when  nausea, 
vomiting  and  diarrhoea  were  associated  with  the  paroxysms.  In 
indigestion,  when  characterized  by  stupor,  headache  and  acid  eruc- 
tations, it  is  deemed  a  remedy  of  merit,  and  in  that  unpleasant  con- 
dition known  as  "heartburn"  it  has  given  almost  immediate  relief, 
and  its  continued  use  has  prevented  a  return  of  the  abnormal  state 
by  restoring  the  tone  of  the  stomach,  and  thus  overcoming  the  ten- 
dency to  fermentation.  In  general  debility  it  exerts  a  corrective 
influence,  and  in  the  convalescing  stages  of  acute  diseases  it  is  su- 
perior to  many  more  frequently  employed  drugs.  In  miasmatic 
fevers  it  constitutes  a  medicament  of  a  considerable  value,  and  in 
all  functional  diseases  it  exercises  an  influence  which  makes  for 
normal  activity. 

The  dose  of  specific  cornus  (or  a  good  fluid  extract)  is  from 
10  to  60  drops,  but  it  may  be  efficiently  employed  as  follows: 
Cornus  Florida,  3i;  water,  §iv.    Teaspoonful  every  two  or  three 
hours. 


Corydalis  Formosa — Turkey  Corn. 
Turkey  corn  is  another  of  the  old  indigenous  plant  remedies 
which  were  employed  with  eminent  success  by  Dr.  Beach  and  his 
followers,  and  it  is  still  frequently  prescribed  with  curative  results 
in  obstinate  skin  diseases,  as  well  as  in  some  other  pathological 
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states.  In  syphilis,  especially  in  the  secondary  stage,  it  constitutes 
a  remedial  agent  of  great  usefulness,  and  in  chronic  inflammation  of 
the  urinary  passages  it  is  administered  with  gratifying  results.  In 
derangement  of  the  stomach,  especially  when  characterized  by  pro- 
fuse secretion  of  mucus,  constantly  coated  tongue,  fetor  of  the 
breath,  and  associated  with  loss  of  appetite  and  impaired  digestion, 
corydalis  exerts  a  corrective  influence.  Chronic  diarrhoea  comes 
within  its  curative  action,  and  in  dysentery  it  has  often  proved 
useful.  In  erosions  and  ulcerations  of  the  fauces  and  mouth  it  is 
also  a  remedy  of  considerable  merit. 

The  dose  of  specific  corydalis  (or  a  good  fluid  extract)  is  from 
5  to  30  drops.  It  is  usually  employed  in  doses  of  from  10  to  15 
drops. 


Erecthites  Hieracifola — Fireweed. 

This  indigenous  weed  constitutes  a  valuable  stimulant  to 
mucous  membranes  of  the  gastro-intestinal  and  urinary  tracts.  It 
is  an  efficient  remedy  in  passive  hemorrhage  and  has  proved  useful 
as  a  means  of  preventing  hemorrhage  in  typhoid  fever.  It  has  also 
been  deemed  beneficial  in  Bright's  disease. 

The  dose  of  the  fluid  extract  is  from  10  to  60  drops.  An  oil 
prepared  from  this  plant  is  sometimes  used  in  doses  of  from  5  to  20 
drops. 


Society  -Meetings 


SOCIETY  CALENDAR. 

National  Eclectic  Medical  Association.  Meets  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  in 
June,  1911.   J.  A.  Munk,  M.D.,  president;  W.  P.  Best,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Meets  at  Albany, 
March,  1911.  C.  W.  Brandenburg,  M.D.,  president;  E.  H.  King,  M.D., 
secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York.  Meets 
third  Thursday  in  each  month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  street.  C.  Lloyd, 
M.D.,  president;  H.  Harris,  M.D.,  secretary. 

New  York  Specific  Medication  Club.  Meets  second  Thursday  in  each 
month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  street.   James  Moran,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Kings  County  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  Semi-Annually,  Hof 
Brau  House,  Fulton  Street,  Brooklyn.  Theodore  Adlerman,  M.D.,  presi- 
dent; A.  B.  Wolf,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Brooklyn  Therapeutic  Society.  Meets  Quarterly,  309  Hewes  Street, 
Brooklyn.    A.  B.  Wolf,  M.D.,  secretary. 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW 


307 


New  Jersey  State  Eclectic  Medical  Society. 

The  New  Jersey  State  Eclectic  Medical  Society  has  awakened 
to  a  new  life  and  the  three  sessions  held  this  year  portray  the  grow- 
ing feeling  for  freedom  from  national  medical  proscription.  A 
feeling  of  fight  for  right  should  animate  all  who  dare  demand  a 
"square  deal"  and  nothing  more. 

The  May  meeting  was  a  memorable  one  as  it  united  old  friend- 
ships and  made  new  ones.   It  added  seven  new  members  to  the  roll. 

The  spirit  of  rejuvenation  was  so  strong  as  to  demand  a  meet- 
ing in  June ;  this  also  proved  a  great  success  and  was  the  means  of 
adding  six  more  names  to  the  membership. 

Some  of  the  new  members  attended  The  National  at  Boston, 
Mass. 

The  tri-annual  meeting  was  held  in  the  Masonic  Lodge  Room, 
"Arcade."  Xewark,  X.  J.,  October  18,  and  was  well  attended.  In  the 
absence  of  the  president,  Dr.  Borden  (on  account  of  illness),  vice- 
president  Dr.  Tobynne  called  the  meeting  to  order  and  presided.  In 
lieu  of  an  address  he  spoke  warmly  of  the  possible  value  of  holding 
monthly  meetings ;  of  the  spirit  of  unrest  in  the  medical  profession 
and  the  assured  dominating  power  of  any  national  proscriptive  med- 
ical legislation;  and  said,  "We  must  make  the  State  Society  a  power 
for  good  henceforth,  so  let  us  all  work  to  bring  in  new  members  at 
every  meeting." 

After  roll  call,  reading  of  minutes  and  communications,  the  re- 
port of  committee  proved  favorable  to  increase  of  membership. 

Dr.  Wm.  H.  Morse  of  Westfield,  N.  J.,  was  admitted  and  made 
the  fourteenth  addition  to  our  membership  this  year. 

At  this  moment  Dr.  Tobynne  espied  Prof.  G.  W.  Boskowitz 
sitting  in  the  audience  and  cordially  invited  him  to  make  a  speech. 
The  professor  spoke  feelingly  of  the  old  war  horses  and  pioneers  of 
eclecticism  in  Jersey  and  revered  their  memory.  He  said  the  new 
regime  concerning  membership  and  cooperation  of  the  National  and 
State  societies  has  been  productive  of  great  good;  that  the  recent 
meeting  of  the  National  in  Boston  was  one  of  the  best  the  organ- 
ization had  ever  held,  and  that  400  joined  the  National  at  this 
meeting. 

Professor  G.  W.  Thompson  being  present  also  was  invited  to 
make  an  address. 

The  doctor  spoke  on  "The  State  Society  of  New  Jersey,"  re- 
viewing its  past  history,  its  present  condition,  and  the  prospects  for 
future  power  and  good;  the  great  need  of  more  social,  professional 
and  scientific  association.  He  said,  "The  Society  has  claimed  as  its 
members  some  of  the  greatest  intellectual  men  ever  found  in  the 
medical  profession.   There  were  none  superior  to  WTilder,  the  Tafts, 
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the  Bordens,  Sweet  and  Robinson  and  others.  We  must  work  and 
fight  for  our  rights  and  put  forth  every  effort  to  secure  new  members 
and  thus  increase  the  dignity  of  eclecticism  and  the  power  of  the 
State  Society";  and  added,  "Let  all  members  pledge  himself  or  her- 
self to  prepare  a  paper  and  bring  it  with  them  and  read  it  at  our 
next  meeting,  which  I  understand  will  be  held  in  November." 

At  this  juncture  it  was  announced  that  Prof.  O.  A.  Hyde  was 
present  and  would  read  an  essay  on  "Exploratory  Laparotomy." 

Deep  interest  in  the  subject  was  displayed  by  all  present.  Drs. 
Willis,  Cross,  Kitchen,  Wright,  Boskowitz  and  Thompson  entered 
into  keen,  intelligent  discussions  of  the  subject;  finally  Prof.  Hyde 
getting  in  the  "last  words"  cleared  his  skirts  in  a  masterly  manner. 

The  paper  will  be  printed  in  the  official  organ,  "The  Eclectic 
Review." 

Dr.  Kitchen  presented  several  cases  of  appendicitis  which  he  had 
cured  without  resorting  to  the  knife. 

Dr.  Potter  in  brief,  presented  his  experience  with  the  Society 
covering  a  period  of  21  years.  He  reminisced  on  the  older  members 
who  have  passed  beyond  and  his  own  efforts  to  maintain  the  ec- 
lectic school  and  the  Society  in  New  Jersey;  his  single-handed  fight 
at  Trenton,  N.  J.,  to  obtain  recognition  on  the  State  Board  of 
Medical  Examiners,  is  unwritten  history.  After  discussions  con- 
cerning monthly  meetings,  etc.,  it  was  decided  to  have  at  least 
another  meeting  this  fall,  and  the  date  was  set  for  November 
29,  1910. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

G.  E.  POTTER,  M.D.,  Secretary. 


Connecticut  State  Meeting. 

The  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  was  held  at  the  Hotel  Elton,  Waterbury, 
Conn.,  October  11,  1910.  There  was  a  good  attendance  of  members 
of  the  State  Society  and  also  a  delegation  from  the  Eclectic  Medical 
College  of  New  York  City  and  the  New  York  State  Society.  The 
purpose  of  holding  the  meeting  in  Waterbury  this  year  was  in 
honor  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  active  members  of  the  Society, 
Dr.  Steven  B.  Munn.  After  the  reading  of  papers  and  the  trans- 
action of  routine  business  the  Society  adjourned  to  the  banquet  hall 
of  the  hotel  where  a  fine  dinner  was  served,  Dr.  Munn  being  the 
guest  of  honor. 

After  the  banquet  the  members  and  visitors  vied  with  each  other 
in  sounding  the  praises  of  Dr.  Munn  and  recounting  the  great 
sacrifices  he  has  made  in  the  cause  of  liberal  medicine. 
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Dr.  Munn  in  responding  assured  the  members  and  friends  of 
his  appreciation  of  their  kind  thoughts  and  words;  he  said  that  he 
had  always  tried  his  best  to  advocate  the  principles  of  medical  free- 
dom from  a  sense  of  justice  to  humanity,  and  that  as  long  as 
he  was  spared  he  hoped  to  continue  to  fight  in  the  ranks  for  a 
sane  and  safe  practice  of  medicine.  He  dwelt  at  some  length  on 
the  present  attempt  of  the  medical  monopoly  and  hoped  that  the 
young  eclectic  would  be  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  the  pioneers  to 
be  able  to  combat  successfully  its  attempt  to  absorb  or  annihilate 
every  liberal  idea  in  medicine. 

The  Society  then  listened  to  the  reports  of  various  committees 
after  which  it  adjourned. 


Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  in  the 
college  auditorium  Thursday  evening,  Oct.  20th,  President  Lloyd 
presiding. 

Dr.  Boskowitz  reported  having  attended,  with  Dr.  C.  W.  Bran- 
denburg, the  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Connecticut  Society.  Ec- 
lecticism is  progressing  in  New  England  and  the  Society  is  in  a 
prosperous  condition. 

Drs.  G.  W.  Thompson,  G.  W.  Boskowitz  and  O.  A.  Hyde,  re- 
ported on  their  visit  to  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medi- 
cal Society  of  New  Jersey. 

On  behalf  of  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  symposium 
on  "Eclectic  Wash,"  Dr.  Thompson  reported  that  the  committee 
had  met  and  organized.  Dr.  Boskowitz  read  a  history  of  the 
preparation,  outlined  its  uses  and  gave  a  detailed  description  of  two 
cases  wherein  it  has  been  signally  successful.  Dr.  Thompson  re- 
ported two  cases  where  amputation  had  been  agreed  upon,  in  which 
he  saved  the  foot  and  leg  respectively. 

Dr.  Hardy  reports  having  had  success  with  the  preparation  in 
obstetrical  use,  where  there  are  laceration  and  bruising  of  the  parts. 

Dr.  Hyde  has  had  satisfactory  results  in  chronic  suppurations 
and  cold  abscesses. 

Dr.  Alperin  reports  uniformly  good  results  for  three  years  in 
The  Beachonian  Dispensary.  It  is  of  especial  use  in  old  indolent 
ulcers,  such  as  varicose  ulcers.  Dr.  Blaustein  has  had  splendid  re- 
sults with  the  wash  in  chancroids,  using  a  25%  solution  locally. 

Dr.  MacDermott  dwelt  upon  the  necessity  of  large  quantities 
of  increasingly  hot  water  in  conjunction  with  the  wash. 

Dr.  Olsson  has  for  many  years  added  eucalyptus  and  echinacea 
to  the  formula  of  eclectic  wash.  He  always  filters  his  solution  and 
adds  glycerine. 
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Dr.  Favorini  has  found  the  preparation  useful  in  infection  fol- 
lowing vaccination  and  insect  stings. 

Dr.  Boskowitz  has  used  the  wash  and  hot  water  treatment  inde- 
pendently of  each  other  and  has  found  each  alone  less  efficacious 
than  when  the  two  are  combined.  Dr.  Thompson  corroborated 
this  statement.  Neither,  in  the  opinion  of  the  two  speakers,  will 
the  wash  do  as  good  work  if  any  ingredient  be  omitted. 

Dr.  Boskowitz  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  wash  is 
equally  as  useful  in  caries  and  necrosis  of  bone  as  in  ulceration  or 
cellulitis  of  soft  tissues. 

Dr.  Thompson  cautioned  against  the  use  of  too  strong  a  solution 
of  Eclectic  wash  in  intrauterine  irrigation  and  in  and  about  ten- 
dons and  other  connective  tissue  structures.  He  uses  the  wash 
full  strength  to  destroy  fungus  granulations.  He  cautioned  against 
removing  sloughs  and  bony  sequestra- — let  nature  throw  them  off. 
Tearing  them  off  may  injure  regenerating  bone  tissue  or  result  in 
malformation — it  may  also  start  a  new  point  of  infection. 

Members  were  invited  to  send  in  to  the  committee,  reports  of 
cases  in  which  the  wash  had  been  used. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  MacDermott,  the  secretary  was  authorized 
to  have  blanks  printed  with  a  set  of  questions  to  be  decided  by  the 
committee.  These  blanks  will  be  sent  to  all  who  have  had  any  ex- 
perience with  the  Eclectic  wash,  in  order  that  statistics  may  be  pre- 
pared from  the  experience  of  a  great  number  of  practitioners. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Sillo  it  was  unanimously  decided  to  communicate 
with  Prof.  J.  V.  Lloyd  regarding  the  publication  of  the  symposium. 

The  Society  then  adjourned. 

H.  HARRIS,  Secretary. 


Beachonian  Meeting. 

REPORTED  BY  V.  VON  UNRUH. 

Earlier  in  the  college  session  than  has  been  the  custom  in  the 
past,  the  Beachonians  held  an  "open  meeting"  on  Oct.  27th,  the  first 
of  a  series  that  is  to  run  throughout  the  collegiate  year,  and  for  pur- 
poses announced  by  the  circular  letter  of  the  Society. 

In  spite  of  the  rainy  evening  the  hall  was  well  filled,  indicative  of 
the  activity  of  the  members  and  the  interest  of  their  friends.  Many  an 
old  member  was  present  after  a  long  absence ;  and  the  result  was  that 
all  enjoyed  the  evening.  The  principal  feature  of  the  gathering  was 
an  address  delivered  by  Dr.  Boskowitz,  who  spoke  on  Eclecticism.  Re- 
viewing in  short  the  history  of  the  Eclectic  School,  the  speaker  laid 
particular  stress  on  the  point  that  Eclecticism  was  the  note  of  protest 
sounded  from  the  very  midst  of  the  "regular"  practitioners,  and  that 
this  progressive  thought  in  medicine  did  not  originate  from  ignorant 
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people,  or  farmers,  or  the  like,  but  from  men  who  had  received  their 
medical  education  and  degree  in  conformity  with  the  existing  laws  of 
the  country.  "We  recognize  no  authority,  here  nor  abroad,  in  the 
matter  of  medication,  because  we  safeguard  individuality  and  freedom 
of  thought."  Any  physician  who  has  anything  to  bring  forth  and  can 
substantiate  his  claims  by  proving  results  is  assured  of  a  hearing  within 
our  ranks,  as  well  as  welcome  as  a  propagator  of  progress.  By  con- 
tinued applause  the  assemblage  expressed  their  appreciation  and  grate- 
fulness. 

After  this  the  artistic  element  among  the  members  of  the  Society 
entertained  the  guests  by  caricatures,  violin  solos,  duets  and  trios,  Mrs. 
Boskowitz  graciously  offering  her  good  offices  as  splendid  pianist.  Dr. 
Geo.  Schaefer  had  provided  the  Society  with  a  piano  for  the  evening, 
the  talent  and  dance  music  coming  from  the  students ;  the  performers 
were  Drs.  Steinberg,  Messinger  and  Prout,  violin ;  Dr.  Nemirow, 
piano ;  Dr.  Seligman,  caricatures.  The  "Alma  Mater,"  or  otherwise 
known  as  Mrs.  Trigg,  had  as  usual  looked  out  for  the  material  end  of 
the  evening  with  a  large  bowl  of  lemonade  and  the  products  of  the  art 
of  boulangerie.  Dancing  and  entertainments  alternated  until  12  o'clock, 
when  all  went  home  regretting  that  the  evening  had  held  for  them  but 
four  hours. 

The  Society  proposes  to  hold  meetings  every  month  and  promises 
*'a  good  time"  to  all  visitors.  The  members  will  introduce  new  ele- 
ments, doctors  of  other  schools,  professional  men,  high  school  boys, 
that  all  may  become  acquainted  and  interested  in  the  Eclectic  School  of 
Medicine,  and  learn  to  value  it  at  its  true  worth  and  merits.  The  next 
meeting  is  to  be  held  on  Friday,  Dec.  9th;  the  lecturer,  his  subject,  and 
other  features  will  be  announced  by  mail.  The  Beachonians  are  on  a 
fair  road  to  becoming  the  talk  of  the  town,  and  they  wish  to  thank  all 
those  present  for  having  helped  to  make  the  first  meeting  a  fine  success. 
Knowing  that  success  succeeds  the  next  meeting  is  expected  to  be  a 
further  and  higher  step  toward  reaching  the  aim  the  Beachonians  have 
set  for  themselves. 


The  "germ  theory"  is  founded  on  the  infinitesimal  causes  of 
disease.  Is  it  any  more  preposterous  that  infinitesimals  have  cura- 
tive powers  also?  writes  a  Homeopath. — Summary. 


Insomnia  associated  with  sensations  of  suffocation  and  strang- 
ulation usually  succumbs  to  measures  directed  immediately  to  the 
hysterical  conditions  of  which  they  are  a  part. — Summary. 


For  pyrossis,  take  carbolic  acid,  m  ij..  in  mint  water,  every 
three  or  four  hours. — Summary. 
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One  Common  Lung  Bacillus. 

It  is  quite  generally  accepted  that  pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  caused 
by  a  bacillus.  Coughs,  colds,  la  grippe  and  bronchitis  come  and  go, 
even  if  we  cannot  exhibit  them  as  entities  under  the  microscope.  It 
would  indeed  be  a  fortunate  thing  if  there  were  one  common  lung 
bacillus,  the  destruction  of  which  would  remove  the  cause  of  all  respira- 
tory affections.  But  under  the  present  condition  of  things  we  can  only 
meet  indications,  treat  symptoms  and  trust  to  nature.  In  the  treatment 
of  throat  and  lung  affections,  one  remedy  of  the  materia  medica  stands 
out  more  prominently  than  all  others.  Codeine  has  the  marked  pecu- 
liarity of  controlling  coughs  and  relieving  the  irritated  and  inflamed 
lining  of  the  respiratory  tract  without  arresting  secretion.  Here  it 
shows  its  value  over  morphine.  It  is  not  followed  by  constipation, 
creates  no  habit,  nor  is  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  throat  and  bron- 
chial tubes  made  dry.  To  control  the  cough  and  quiet  the  irritation, 
at  the  beginning  of  an  attack,  often  prevents  more  serious  trouble. 
There  is  another  remedy  which  must  occur  to  the  mind  of  every  well 
posted  physician  as  especially  applicable  to  these  conditions.  The  power 
of  antikamnia  to  reduce  fever  and  thus  control  inflammation  makes  it 
one  of  the  best  preventive  and  curative  agents.  The  combination  of 
two  such  clearly  defined  remedies  for  respiratory  affections  is  most 
fortunate.  They  are  prepared  in  the  form  of  "Antikamnia  and  Codeine 
Tablets." 


The  Hypodermatic  Tablet  as  an  Emergency  Agent. 

If  there  is  one  class  of  therapeutic  agents  which  more  than  an- 
other should  be  chosen  with  discretion  and  judgment,  the  hypodermatic 
tablet  represents  that  class.  When  he  administers  a  preparation  hypo- 
dermatically  the  physician  wants  prompt  action,  and  he  wants  to  be 
certain  that  he  is  going  to  get  it.  To  have  that  assurance  he  must 
use  a  tablet  that  is  active,  that  has  definite  strength,  that  dissolves 
promptly  and  wholly.  Cheap  tablets,  poorly  made  tablets,  tablets  con- 
cerning which  there  is  the  slightest  doubt  as  to  medicinal  quality,  may 
well  be  left  alone.  And  there  is  no  need  to  err  in  the  matter  of  selec- 
tion. Hypodermatic  tablets  of  the  better  sort  are  easily  obtainable. 
Perhaps  the  brand  which  comes  readily  to  mind  is  the  brand  which  is 
exploited  so  extensively  to  physicians  under  the  familiar  caption  of 
"Five  Seconds  by  the  Watch."  The  makers,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to 
add,  are  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  who  guarantee  their  hypodermatic 
tablets  unequivocally  as  to  purity,  solubility,  activity  and  stability. 
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A  Palatable  Cod  Liver  Oil  Preparation. 

By  means  of  Cord.  Ext.  01.  Morrhuse  Comp.  (Hagee),  the  patient 
may  enjoy  the  great  advantages  of  cod  liver  oil  and  be  relieved  of  its 
distressing  features.  The  plain  oil  frequently  gives  rise  to  gastric  dis- 
tress. Cord.  Ext.  01.  Morrhuae  Comp.  (Hagee)  does  not,  yet  its  thera- 
peutic properties  are  just  as  potent  as  the  plain  oil  when  the  latter  is 
tolerated.  Cord.  Ext.  01.  Morrhuse  Comp.  (Hagee)  nourishes  the 
tissues  as  does  nothing  else  and  may  be  relied  upon  in  grippe,  bron- 
chitis, tuberculosis  and  all  states  demanding  tissue  reconstructives. 


Hydrochloric  Acid. 

Dilute  hydrochloric  acid  is  a  useful  drug,  but  must  be  fresh  in 
order  to  be  efficacious.  The  dose  is  about  ten  to  twenty  drops  well 
diluted.  The  indications  for  this  remedy  are  "a  deep  red  tongue 
with  dusky  red  mucous  membranes."  In  stomach  troubles  in  which 
there  is  an  excessive  quantity  of  gastric  juice  secreted,  it  is  a 
valuable  remedy  when  given  before  meals.  In  many  of  the  digestive 
disturbances  of  a  nondescript  type  hydrochloric  acid  gives  excellent 
results.  We  have  had  good  results  from  this  remedy  in  the  peculiar 
dyspeptic  troubles  so  often  complained  of  by  neurasthenics  and 
nervous  women. — Summary. 


Enemata  in  Hemorrhoids. 

Pearce  Gould  says  that  in  his  experience  nothing  has  afforded 
such  comfort  to  patients  suffering  from  piles  as  the  daily  use  of  a 
small  enema.  He  generally  prescribes  not  more  than  three-quarters 
of  a  pint  of  tepid  water,  to  be  gently  injected  into  the  bowel  every 
morning.  The  result  is  that  the  act  of  defecation  is  accomplished 
extremely  quick,  and  the  motion  is  passed  with  the  least  possible 
injury  to  the  anus.  He  has  not  seen  any  ill-effect  from  the  daily 
use  of  an  enema  of  the  size  he  has  mentioned,  continued  even  over 
a  long  period;  on  the  contrary,  he  has  known  patients  who  have 
suffered  considerably  for  years  entirely  relieved  by  this  treatment 
alone.  A  soft  flexible  tube  should  be  fitted  over  the  ivory  or  metal 
nozzle  of  the  enema  apparatus. — The  Hospital. 


In  delirium  tremens  Jamaica  dogwood,  in  doses  of  one-half  to  a 
dram  of  the  fluid  extract,  is  stated  to  be  of  great  virtue. — Summary. 


The  neurasthenic  is  incapable  of  prolonged  mental  or  physical 
work  and  such  efforts  are  very  quickly  followed  by  confusion  and 
fatigue. — Summary. 
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Remember  that  the  State  Society  will  meet  in  March  this  year. 
Begin  your  paper  now  and  send  the  title  to  W.  L.  Heeve,  Cor.  Sec'y. 


Married— Miss  Anna  M.  Miller  to  George  W.  Schaffer,  M.Dl, 
July  31,  Bay  Shore,  Long  Island.  And  now  in  place  of  "Diamond 
George"  it  is  "Darling  George." 


Dr.  and  Airs.  Henry  Stoesser  returned  on  the  steamer  Oceanic, 
Wednesday,  Oct.  26.  The  Doctor  will  resume  business  at  171  Shaw 
Ave.,  Union  Course,  Long  Island. 


Dr.  C.  N.  Tobynne  presided  with  great  dignity  at  the  New  Jersey 
meeting. 


Dr.  Eli  G.  Jones  of  Burlington,  New  Jersey,  is  about  to  publish 
a  work  upon  "Chronic  Diseases."  The  Doctor  has  been  an  ardent 
student  of  our  therapeutics  for  nearly  fifty  years,  and  understands  as 
few  men  do  the  use  and  application  of  the  vegetable  remedies.  The 
book  is  sure  to  be  of  great  value  to  both  the  student  and  general 
practitioner. 

College  opened  with  a  fine  class  and  Dean  Hardy  is  consequently 
happy. 


The  open  meeting  of  the  Beachonian  Society  proved  that  they  have 
an  active  set  of  officers. 


The  Symposium  upon  Eclectic  Wash  at  the  County  Society  meet- 
ing called  forth  one  of  the  largest  gatherings  the  Society  has  had  in 
years. 

The  November  meeting  will  take  up  the  study  of  Psoriasis  and 
Prof.  Thompson  has  promised  to  give  us  a  successful  treatment  for  it. 
You  can't  afford  to  miss  it. 


"Mac"  and  the  "Specifics"  didn't  seem  to  mix  well.  Something 
wrong  with  the  "Specifics"  for  "Mac"  is  a  good  mixer. 


After  it  was  all  over  Moransky  got  excited  and  talked  about  Old 
School  and  other  old  things,  but  no  blood  was  shed. 
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Hints  and  Winnowings. 

In  Switzerland  the  Society  of  Public  Utility  for  Women  has 
started  a  movement  having  for  its  object  the  passage  of  a  law  for- 
bidding any  woman  to  enter  into  matrimony  unless  she  is  able  to 
present  a  physician's  certificate  stating  that  she  is  free  from  disease 
and  in  every  way  a  suitable  person  to  become  a  wife  and  a  mother. 
This  is  a  decidedly  wholesome  movement,  and  the  proposition 
should  be  enacted  into  a  law  in  every  State  of  this  country,  with 
severe  penalties  attached  in  case  of  its  violation.  As  has  often  been 
remarked,  ''It  is  a  hard  stint  to  be  a  woman,"  but  she  was  created 
to  act  the  part  of  mother  of  the  human  race,  and  she  must  so  con- 
tinue to  the  end  of  time.  It  is,  therefore,  eminently  proper  that  her 
health  should  at  all  times  be  safeguarded,  and  evidence  of  a  normal 
condition  presented  whenever  she  is  ready  to  take  upon  herself  the 
•duties  for  which  she  was  created. 

If  this  evidence  of  a  normal  condition  on  the  part  of  woman  is 
necessary  and  proper,  and  it  certainly  is,  such  evidence  on  the  part 
of  man  cannot  be  less  so.  Indeed,  it  is  of  greater  importance, 
for  man  is  much  more  likely  to  be  infected  by  germs  of  diseases 
which  are  almost  certain  to  injure  the  health  of  the  woman  he  takes 
for  a  wife.  We  should,  then,  not  only  insist  upon  an  examination  of 
the  prospective  wife,  but  demand  a  clean  bill  of  health  from  every 
man  who  wishes  to  take  upon  himself  the  duties  of  a  husband. 

Dr.  J.  P.  Norton,  a  professor  in  Yale  University,  has  started  a 
new  journal  which  he  calls  the  Popular  Insurance  Magazine.  In  its 
first  issue  he  makes  some  startling  statements,  and  says  that  there 
are  4.200,000  persons  sick  in  this  country;  that  1,500,000  will  die 
within  the  year;  that  5,000,000  homes,  or  25,000,000  people,  a 
quarter  of  the  country's  population,  are  more  or  less  wretched  be- 
cause of  sickness  or  death ;  that  one  out  of  every  twelve  people 
living  to-day  will  die  from  tuberculosis.  He  also  tells  his  readers 
that  6,000,000  of  the  people  now  living  in  this  country  will  be  carried 
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off  by  diseases  of  the  heart  or  kidneys,  8,000,000  will  perish  from 
pneumonia,  and  within  a  decade  6,000,000  babies  will  die  before  they 
reach  the  age  of  two  years. 

In  concluding  his  pleasant  article,  the  professor  remarks  that 
he  ''cites  these  cold  and  bare  facts,  not  to  alarm,  but  to  stir  the 
public  to  action  which  will  compel  the  Federal  government  to  pro- 
tect human  life  from  disease."  In  other  words,  to  create  a  medical 
department  of  the  government.  He  fails,  however,  to  state  just 
how  he  thinks  it  possible  for  the  government  to  "protect  human 
life  from  disease."  To  ordinary  mortals  it  would  seem  a  rather 
large  proposition. 

The  latest  Census  Bulletin  contains  interesting  occupational 
mortality  statistics,  for  1909,  in  reference  to  women.  They  relate 
only  to  death  returns  from  the  Census  Bureau's  death  registration 
area,  wThich  represents  about  5  per  cent,  of  the  estimated  total  popu- 
lation of  the  United  States.  It  is  especially  pointed  out  that  out 
of  the  total  number  of  deaths  reported  for  women  in  all  of  the 
specified  occupations,  and  at  all  the  separate  age  periods,  the  largest 
percentage  (40.8)  is  from  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  among  women 
in  the  mechanical  and  manufacturing  pursuits  at  the  age  period  of 
25  to  34  years.  Next  highest  is  the  percentage  (40.3)  from  the 
same  disease  among  dressmakers  from  25  to  34  years  of  age. 

Until  the  appearance  of  paralysis  it  is  difficult,  and  some  writers 
claim  impossible,  to  make  a  positive  diagnosis  of  anterior  polio- 
myelitis, but  it  will  be  well  for  every  physician  who  is  called  to  a 
case  of  suspected  rheumatism  in  a  child,  unless  it  is  very  marked, 
to  watch  closely  for  the  appearance  of  the  former  disease.  In  rheu- 
matism there  is  more  or  less  pain  in  the  muscles  and  joints,  and 
likely  to  be  redness  and  swelling,  especially  around  the  joints.  In 
acute  anterior  poliomyelitis  there  is  not  likely  to  be  much  pain  in 
the  joints,  and  while  there  may  be  stiffness,  it  is  not  of  a  rheumatic 
character.  The  pain  is  in  the  head,  neck  and  along  the  spine  and 
nerve  trunks,  but  sudden  paralysis  is  the  leading  diagnostic  feature. 
In  a  timely  editorial  on  anterior  poliomyelitis,  published  in  the 
Eclectic  Medical  Gleaner,  Dr.  H.  W.  Felter  well  points  out  the  symp- 
toms essential  to  an  early  diagnosis,  and  in  part  says : 

"The  child  (rarely  an  adult)  may  appear  perfectly  well  or  but 
slightly  indisposed,  when  suddenly  a  temperature  of  101°  to  103°, 
sometimes  running  to  105°  or  106°  F.,  develops.  Basilar  headache 
ensues  and  remains  quite  constant,  and  more  or  less  pain  may  be 
felt  in  the  loins  and  limbs,  and  there  may  be  aching  of  the  joints. 
Muscular  tremors  and  twitchings  are  not  uncommon.  General  ten- 
derness is  quite  universal,  but,  unlike  rheumatism,  it  is  along  nerve 
tracts  more  than  in  joints.    Drowsiness  is  a  common  feature,  and 
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even  stupor  may  supervene.  Often  there  are  convulsions,  followed 
by  or  accompanied  by  unconsciousness.  Stiffness  of  the  neck  may 
be  present  in  many  cases;  constipation  is  the  rule,  diarrhoea  the 
exception,  and  a  few  cases  vomit.  The  occurrence  of  paralysis  of 
one  or  more  limbs  or  both  limbs,  of  one  side,  or  crossed  paralysis 
of  one  leg  and  the  opposite  arm,  taking  place  usually  within  thirty 
to  forty-eight  hours,  betrays  the  nature  of  the  attack.'' 

The  length  to  which  some  self-appointed  guardians  of  public 
safety  are  ready  to  go  in  order  to  accomplish  their  objects  is  well 
illustrated  in  an  article  written  by  Dr.  William  Lee  Howard,  who, 
in  advocating  the  creation  of  a  medical  department  of  the  United 
States  government,  makes  the  following  remark : 

"Unconstitutional?  Tommyrot!  If  there  is  anything  in  the 
constitution  which  prevents  this  nation  from  controlling  a  plague 
tear  up  suck  a  constitution.  We  hear  too  much  about  what  the  con- 
stitution says  and  not  enough  about  what  the  people  need." 

Ah,  there's  the  rub — the  constitution  stands  in  the  way  of 
these  fanatics  and  schemers,  and  so  the  people — "the  plain  people" 
— must  be  cajoled  and  deceived  into  adopting  the  slogan  of  ''new 
nationalism,"  which  says  "tear  up  the  constitution."  It  is  less 
than  half  a  century  since  men  were  shot  to  death  for  using  words 
less  treasonable  than  those  employed  by  Dr.  Howard. 

Now  that  Dr.  William  Brady,  of  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  has  spoken  we 
can  clearly  see  that  the  doctors  who  have  been  telling  us  to  keep 
out  of  draughts  and  avoid  "catching  cold"  are  "away  off,"  and  that 
they  have  simply  been  "handing  us  a  lemon."  In  summing  up  at 
the  end  of  his  article — that  is,  in  giving  us  his  wonderful  knowledge 
and  great  discovery  in  a  nutshell — Dr.  Brady  in  substance  says  that 
cold  has  no  relation  whatever  to  respiratory  diseases,  that  clean 
draughts  are  not  only  harmless,  but  salutary,  that  the  phrase  "catch- 
ing cold"  is  meaningless,  misleading,  undignified  and  obsolete  and 
that  the  groundless  fear  of  cold  fostered  by  the  misleading  phrase 
constitutes  a  form  of  hysteria  which  opposes  and  embarrasses  ordi- 
nary curative  measures.  Dr.  Brady  surely  must  be  a  man  of  un- 
usual parts. 

The  importance  of  careful  diagnosis  and  early  thorough  treat- 
ment of  apparently  simple  afflictions  was  fully  demonstrated  a  short 
time  since  in  the  death  of  a  man  at  Seney  Hospital,  Brooklyn.  It 
seems  that  in  May  last  the  man  discovered  a  small  sore  on  his  lip 
caused  by  the  bite  or  sting  of  some  insect.  He  thought  but  little 
of  the  matter  until  the  lip  began  to  swell,  when  it  was  poulticed, 
but  without  beneficial  results.  He  was  finally  found  to  be  suffering 
from  blood  poisoning,  and  his  right  eye  was  involved  in  the  septic 
process.  The  eye  was  removed,  but  the  operation  gave  no  marked 
relief.   A  few  days  before  death  he  lost  the  power  of  speech. 
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The .  pitchblende  mines  of  Cornwall,  England,  according  to  a 
statement  made  by  Sir  William  Ramsey,  give  assurance  of  a  con- 
tinuous supply  of  radium.  Pure  radium  is  produced  by  Sir  William 
Ramsey's  processes  to  the  amount  of  about  one  ounce  per  month, 
and  he  claims  that  he  can  secure  as  much  radium  by  his  methods 
in  two  months  as  can  be  obtained  in  a  year  by  all  other  processes. 

Ehrlich's  new  606  remedy  against  syphilis  having  been  placed 
under  the  exclusive  control  of  a  single  chemical  concern  in  Ger- 
many, the  shares  of  the  company  at  once  advanced  17  points,  thus 
showing  the  value  of  the  work  accomplished  by  the  American 
advance  agents.  In  Germany  we  are  said  to  be  a  purely  commercial 
medical  nation.  J.  W.  F. 


Excess  of  Temperature. 

The  fact  that  an  excess  of  temperature  often  constitutes  an  ele- 
ment of  danger  is  no  doubt  well  understood  by  all  physicians.  It  is 
well,  however,  to  occasionally  refresh  the  memory  in  regard  to  the 
details  of  this  important  matter. 

A  normal  temperature  is  an  absolute  necessity  to  a  healthy  life. 
Even  a  slight  variation  of  the  temperature  soon  changes  a  state  of 
health,  in  which  all  the  functions  of  the  body  are  being  well  per- 
formed, to  a  condition  in  which  disease  is  clearly  manifested.  An 
excess  of  temperature  is  usually  accompanied  by  a  corresponding 
increase  in  the  frequency  of  the  pulse,  increased  respiration,  lessened 
excretion  and  impaired  digestion  and  nutrition.  In  proportion  to 
the  excess  of  temperature  is  the  activity  of  the  cause  of  disease,  of 
the  wrong  of  the  blood,  and  the  tendency  to  destruction  of  the  part 
involved.  The  excess  of  temperature,  to  a  certain  extent,  therefore, 
becomes  a  useful  means  of  diagnosing  many  wrongs  of  life.  The 
variations  of  the  range  of  excess  of  temperature  are  of  the  utmost 
importance,  for,  though  the  temperature  reaches  a  height  of  105° 
to  107°  at  some  period  of  the  twenty-four  hours,  if  at  others  it  falls 
to  102°  or  103°,  the  danger  is  considerably  lessened,  and  the  case 
may  be  deemed  within  the  possibilities  of  recovery.  If  the  high 
temperature  is  maintained  throughout  the  twenty-four  hours,  the 
disease  is  necessarily  of  short  duration,  and  soon  terminates  either 
in  a  fall  of  the  temperature  and  a  return  to  health,  or  in  death. 

In  excess  of  temperature  remedies  which  lessen  the  processes 
of  combustion,  and  provide  for  the  better  removal  of  heat,  are  indi- 
cated, but  they  should  be  employed  in  such  doses  as  will  exert  a 
mild  and  gradual  influence.  Large,  doses  of  powerful  sedatives,  ad- 
ministered for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  rapid  fall  of  temperature, 
often  do  much  harm.  Wrongs  of  sympathetic  innervation,  causing 
excitement,  are  associated  with  excess  of  temperature,  and  require 
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such  remedies  as  rhus  toxicodendron,  bryonia  and  gelsemium.  Ex- 
citation of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord  is  associated  with  excess  of 
temperature,  and  the  remedies  specifically  indicated  should  be 
promptly  employed.  Lesions  of  the  blood,  especially  those  of  a 
septic  or  zymotic  character,  are  associated  with  excess  of  temper- 
ature, and  suggest  the  use  of  remedies  which  oppose  such 
conditions. 

We  all  .know  that  the  skin  is  the  regulator  of  the  temperature 
of  the  body.  In  the  continued  evaporation  from  the  surface  excess 
of  heat  is  removed.  With  a  high  range  of  temperature  the  func- 
tion of  the  skin  is  impaired  and  transpiration  more  or  less  de- 
creased. The  most  efficient  means  of  lessening  the  excess  of  tem- 
perature., therefore,  are  such  as  improve  the  condition  of  the  skin 
and  favor  its  functional  activity.  Among  these  means  baths  are 
perhaps  the  most  highly  esteemed. 

In  chronic  disease  excess  of  temperature  is  fully  as  prominent 
a  factor  as  in  acute  disease,  and  its  recognition  is  an  important 
element  in  diagnosis.  A  range  of  temperature  of  100°  and  over, 
whether  in  acute  or  chronic  disease,  means  a  continuation  of  the 
wrong  of  life,  and  eventually  a  fatal  termination.  On  the  contrary, 
an  improvement  is  associated  with  a  fall  of  temperature,  and  if 
this  can  be  maintained  at  the  standard  of  98  without  the  use  of 
depresants,  recovery  may  be  reasonably  expected.  In  phthisis 
pulmonalis  the  range  of  temperature,  even  in  the  first  stage,  is 
over  100°,  and  if  it  continues  at  this  point,  no  marked  improvement 
is  possible,  but  if  it  can  be  reduced  and  permanently  held  at  or 
near  the  normal  standard,  without  the  employment  of  forcible 
means,  the  life  of  the  patient  is  likely  to  be  prolonged. 

There  are  three  factors  in  a  high  range  of  temperature  which 
it  is  well  to  constantly  bear  in  mind — namely,  the  frequency  of  the 
circulation,  a  wrong  of  combustion  and  a  defect  in  the  means  of 
regulating  the  temperature.  In  some  cases  the  wrong  of  the  cir- 
culation is  the  principal  cause  of  the  increased  temperature,  and 
improvement  will  be  derived  from  the  administration  of  small  doses 
of  aconite,  ferrum  phos.  or  veratrum  viride,  as  specifically  indi- 
cated. In  others  a  wrong  of  combustion,  either  in  deficiency  of 
some  element  of  the  blood,  or  in  an  undue  excitation  of  the  nerves 
governing  the  respiratory  function.  For  the  first  the  hypophos- 
phites,,cod  liver  oil  and  appropriate  foods  are  suggested.  For  the 
second,  bryonia,  belladonna,  rhus  toxicodendron,  nux  vomica,  ar- 
senic or  phosphorus  may  be  indicated.  In  the  third  the  lesion  of 
the  skin  is  a  prominent  factor,  and  such  means  as  will  restore  the 
skin  to  its  normal  functional  activity,  including  baths — alkaline, 
acid,  stimulant  or  astringent,  as  may  be  specifically  indicated — are 
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called  for,  and  sometimes  fatty  inunction  will  prove  useful.  Reme- 
dies which  influence  the  skin  should  also  be  employed  in  accord- 
ance with  the  specific  indications.  J.  W.  F. 


Medical  Authority  in  America. 

Wherever  human  society  exists,  there  will  the  evils  of  authority 
abide  also.  Authority  is  so  constituted  that  it  is  continually  de- 
manding a  degree  of  freedom  for  itself  which  it  is  not  willing  to 
grant  to  others.  And  it  goes  about  to  enforce  its  demands  without 
regard  to  the  measures  used  to  enforce  them.  Men  howl  for  liberty 
when  in  authority's  iron  grasp,  but  just  so  soon  as  they  manage  to 
crawl  from  beneath  the  Juggernaut  they  use  the  weapons  of  their 
oppressor  against  all  those  who  are  numerically  weaker  than  them- 
selves. It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  in  America,  the  blighting 
influence  of  authority  was  felt  from  the  earliest  times.  It  followed 
the  Pilgrims  on  their  journey  across  the  sea  and  those  who  had  felt 
the  heavy  hand  of  the  master  in  the  Old  World  were  not  long  in 
arrogating  to  themselves  the  right  to  direct  their  neighbors'  religion 
and  morals  in  the  New.  Medical  authority  did  not  lag  behind  in  its 
invasion  of  America.  It  had  hardly  set  foot  on  virgin  soil  when  it 
began  to  assail  with  every  vile  and  vicious  thing  the  man  who  was 
bold  enough  to  express  his  honest  thought  and  confident  enough  in 
his  opinions  to  put  them  into  practice. 

As  an  illustration  of  authority's  attitude  toward  those  who  op- 
posed its  barbarous  practice  and  sought  for  simpler  and  safer  means 
to  allay  suffering  and  preserve  human  life,  let  us  first  consider  its 
treatment  of  Samuel  Thomson.  We  have  all  heard  and  read  much 
of  Samuel  Thomson,  but,  perhaps,  few  of  us  know  the  true  history 
of  his  persecution  by  what  he  termed  the  "fashionable"  doctors, 
regulars  they  call  themselves.    Let  us  glance  at  that  history  anew. 

This  man,  who  was  destined  to  spend  his  life  in  the  cause  of 
humanity  and  do  much  to  change  the  vicious  practice  of  medicine 
handed  down  from  a  barbaric  age,  was  born  in  New  Hampshire, 
February  9,  1769.  Born  in  the  wilderness,  nurtured  in  the  lap  of 
poverty  and  inured  to  severest  hardships  he  grew  to  manhood  de- 
prived, almost,  of  every  educational  advantage.  But  his  was  a  fallow 
brain  and  in  its  fertile  soil  thought  grew  and  blossomed  and  yielded 
fruit.  As  a  boy  he  spent  his  days  in  the  fields  and  wood — the  garden 
of  God — where  the  mind  is  unconfined  by  authority's  adamantine 
wall  and  thought  springs  spontaneous  from  the  heart  of  the  Infinite. 
His  attention  was  attracted  early  in  life  to  the  plant  life  which  sur- 
rounded him ;  and  as  he  grew  in  years  his  knowledge  of  them  in- 
creased apace  until  he  km  \  their  properties. 
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Doctors,  regular  doctors,  were  not  so  plentiful  then  as  now,  and' 
very  often,  owing  to  distance,  were  not  called  o  treat  the  sick  uniess 
great  danger  threatened.  Much  of  the  practice  among  the  settlers  was 
done  by  old  women  who  possessed  a  knowledge  of  herbs  and  their 
curative  properties.  The  methods  pursued  by  these  old  women 
were  simple,  and  as  a  rule,  satisfactory.  They  consisted  of  teas 
or  decoctions  which,  taken  freely,  induced  perspiration ;  increased 
the  urinary  excretion  and  caused  rapid  elimination  of  that  which 
made  the  people  sick.  These  old  grannies  may  not  have  known  the 
modus  operandi  of  their  treatment,  but  we  now  know  that  most  ill- 
nesses are  due  to  failure  to  eliminate  and  that  any  means  which  will 
cause  free  excretion  will  shorten  the  duration  of  disease;  and  that, 
being  free  from  waste-products,  the  body  will  soon  return  to  its 
normal  state.  The  old  herb-woman  understood  not  the  philosophy 
of  her  doings,  but  withal  she  understood  it  fully  as  well  as  did  the 
regular  doctor.  One  thing  they  did  know  which  the  doctor  would 
not  admit,  and  that  was  that  the  destructive  substances  he  poured 
down  the  throats  of  his  victims,  and  which  he  called  medicine,  were 
not  curative  but  life-destroying.  Yet  many  of  the  people  were  sat- 
isfied to  take  the  dope  which  killed  because  to  them  it  was  considered 
something  to  be  attended  by  the  fashionable  doctor — the  doctor  who 
was  learned  (?)  of  the  schools.  People  were  just  as  eager  then  as 
now  to  be  humbugged. 

Samuel  Thomson,  endowed  by  Nature  with  an  observing  mind, 
saw  all  these  things.  He  saw  that  simple  treatment  meant  life  and 
health.  He  saw  ithat  the. science  (?)  of  the  schools  meant  death  or 
protracted  illness,  slow  convalescence,  and  often  permanent  disease, 
all  due  to  the  treatment.  He  no  doubt  thought  long  and  carefully 
on  these  matters  and  discussed  them  with  his  neighbors  ;  and  in 
the  end  felt  deep  down  in  his  heart  that  he  was  destined  to  do 
what  he  could  to  emancipate  mankind  from  the  barbarity  of  medical 
practice  as  represented  in  authority. 

His  first  car-e  in  practice  was  that  of  measles  in  his  own  family, 
which,  under  his  simple,  sensible  treatment,  ran  a  short  course  and 
recovered  promptly  and  completely.  The  results  were  so  favorable 
when  compared  to  the  regular  way  that  they  surprised  even  him- 
self. We  of  today  can  see  plainly  that  simple  methods  to  induce 
elimination  in  measles  is  a  treatment  that  cures;  while  a  course  of 
calomel  and  bleeding  with  all  the  accessories  used  at  that  time  would 
kill.  It  is  not  difficult  to  be  seen,  by  all  who  wish,  that  Samuel 
Thomson  had  the  regular  doper  "skinned  a  mile." 

Having  been  successful  in  the  treatment  of  his  own  family  he 
was  soon  called  to  treat  others  laving  other  diseases  which  yielded 
readily  to  the  eliminative  methods.  In  fact,  they  so  soon  recovered 
that  they  were  "ashamed"  to  sav  thev  were  ill  and  that  Sr 
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Thomson  cured  them.  Such  is  the  perversity  of  human  nature. 
And  thus  he  pursued  his  labors  uninterrupted  until  he  crossed  the 
trail  of  authority  as  represented  in  one  Dr.  French.  Then  hell 
opened  for  him.  The  spirit  of  Satan  dogged  his  footsteps.  Medical 
authority  sought  by  every  means  in  its  power  to  destroy  him.  It 
followed  him  through  all  his  life.  It  confined  him  in  loathsome  jails. 
It  even  attempted  to  assassinate  him.    But  let  him  tell  the  story. 

  Stephens. 

Deficiency  in  Temperature. 

While  deficiency  in  temperature  is  not  as  frequently  met  with 
as  is  an  excess  in  temperature,  it  sometimes  constitutes  an  impor- 
tant element  of  disease,  and  every  physician  has  undoubtedly  seen 
cases  of  such  deficiency  in  which  the  diagnosis  was  more  or  less 
difficult.  Even  if  the  thermometer  under  the  tongue  shows  a  tem- 
perature of  98°,  the  extremities  may  feel  cold  to  the  touch,  and  the 
surface  of  some  parts  of  the  body  may  present  a  temperature  of  six 
or  eight  degrees  below  the  normal  point.  In  other  cases  of  defi- 
ciency in  heat  the  normal  temperature  may  be  maintained  while  the 
patient  is  at  rest,  but  as  soon  as  motion  is  attempted  it  decreases, 
thus  showing  that  there  is  sufficient  heat  for  the  maintenance  of  life, 
but  not  enough  for  any  great  degree  of  functional  activity. 

This  deficiency  in  temperature  may  result  from  a  lack  of  heat 
producing  food,  impaired  digestion,  a  want  of  some  special  material 
in  the  blood  to  facilitate  combustion,  a  wrong  of  the  skin  which 
permits  a  waste  of  heat,  an  impairment  of  innervation,  or  an  ab- 
normal condition  of  the  respiratory  function.  Bearing  these  facts 
in  mind,  an  examination  is  naturally  suggested  in  regard  to  the  food, 
the  digestion,  the  need  of  special  material  for  the  blood,  the  condi- 
tion of  the  skin,  the  respiration  and  the  innervation.  In  thus 
pursuing  our  investigation  we  can  hardly  fail  to  find  the  principal 
wTrong  upon  which  the  deficient  heat  depends,  and,  having  decided 
this  point,  the  mind  at  once  turns  to  the  remedies  that  influence  the 
part  or  function  involved,  and  selects  from  them  the  special  agents 
likely  to  do  that  which  is  needed  to  restore  the  part  or  function  to 
its  normal  state. 

In  this  connection  a  few  words  in  relation  to  an  unequal  dis- 
tribution of  heat  may  not  be  out  of  place.  While  an  unequal  dis- 
tribution of  heat  is  not  as  important  an  element  of  disease  as  excess 
and  deficiency,  in  some  cases  it  constitutes  a  factor  worthy  of  careful 
consideration.  In  long  continued  and  severe  chronic  disease  if  an 
unequal  temperature — some  parts  of  the  body  being  too  hot  and 
others  cold — reme.dies  will  not  prove  curative  until  after  the  ab- 
no.mal  temperature  has  been  changed  by  the  specifically  indicated 
remedial  agents.  J.  W.  F. 
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Exploratory  Laparotomy. 

BY  O.  A.  HYDE,  M.D. 

(Read  at  the  October  meeting  of  the   New  Jersey   Eclectic  Medical 

Society.) 

Since  correct  diagnosis  of  abdominal  diseases  and  traumatisms 
are  often  so  difficult  to  make,  we  should,  in  doubtful  cases  where 
symptoms  indicate  serious  injury  or  disease,  more  often  resort  to 
exploratory  laparotomy. 

This  will  especially  apply  to  cases  where  surgical  interference 
appears  to  become  a  final  resort. 

By  the  use  of  small  incisions  through  the  abdominal  walls,  in 
an  area  nearest  to  the  seat  of  disturbance,  or  in  a  selected  location, 
the  suspected  viscus  may  usually  be  satisfactorily  examined  and 
the  proper  operation,  or  other  begun. 

To  illustrate,  I  will  briefly  refer  to  several  cases,  both  of  my 
own,  and  those  of  other  fellow-physicians. 

A  case  diagnosed  as  one  of  pancreatic  disease,  was  found  on 
post-mortem  to  have  been  associated  with  other  extensive  and  de- 
structive lesions. 

Other  cases  where  cancer  and  ulcer  of  stomach  presented  dif- 
ficulties of  diagnosis  were  cleared  by  exploratory  laparotomy. 

The  insidious  nature  of  intestinal  cancer,  and  the  serious  results 
that  fellow,  make  exploratory  laparotomy  a  nevessity  for  diagnosis 
and,  frequently,  at  same  time,  for  operation. 

I  am  reminded  of  a  case  where  in  traumatism  in  the  abdomen, 
exploration  was  delayed  until  all  possibility  of  surgical  help  was 
useless. 

Again,  after  blows  upon  the  abdomen,  the  symptoms  are  no" 
always  marked,  and  the  injury  may  seem  trivial. 

Some  of  these  cases,  however,  suddenly  present  symptoms  of 
severity  that  demand  immediate  operation. 

It  is  here  that  the  skilled  surgeon  corrects  or  establishes  his 
diagnosis  by  exploratory  laparotomy.  He  thus  obtains  opportunity 
to  treat  the  injury  at  the  same  time. 

The  symptoms  that  indicate  surgical  interference  are  those  of 
shock. 

It  is  in  appendicitis  that  we  are  often  puzzled  in  making  a 
correct  diagnosis,  for  we  have  before  us  such  a  number  of  con- 
ditions that  simulate  this  affection. 

Dr.  F.  Wiggins  of  New  York  City,  reported  two  cases,  in  one 
of  which  exploratory  laparotomy  corrected  the  diagnosis  from  one 
of  movable  kidney  to  that  of  appendicitis. 


324 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW. 


In  the  second  case,  left  Iliac  pain  made  diagnosis  uncertain 
until  laparotomy  gave  evidence  of  a  large  inflamed  appendix  on  left 
side. 

In  another  case  a  supposed  appendicitis,  operated  upon  without 
delay,  proved  to  be  an  abdominal  cyst  in  region  of  the  appendix. 

Where  a  long  appendix  exists,  an  inflammation  of  its  distal  end 
may  present  symptoms  of  pain,  etc.,  in  the  left  Iliac  fossa.  The 
appendix  has  been  found  as  long  as  nine  inches. 

Difficulties  in  diagnosis  where  right  Iliac  pain  exists,  involve 
the  question  of  whether  the  Fallopian  tube,  or  the  appendix  are 
inflamed  or  not;  or,  possibly,  whether  both  may  not  be  affected. 

Laparotomy  may  have  to  be  resorted  to  for  diagnosis,  and, 
probably  operation. 

Exploratory  laparotomy  cleared  up  a  diagnosis  made  by  a 
prominent  New  York  surgeon  of  movable  kidney,  where  a  dis- 
tended gall-bladder  existed. 

In  another  case,  apparently,  biliary  calculi  were  marked  in  gall- 
bladder, where  cancer  of  head  of  pancreas  was  found  instead. 

Gastric  cancer  was  claimed  in  another  patient  by  physicians, 
where  contraction  of  the  stomach  and  pyloric  stenosis  was  revealed 
by  the  post-mortem  examination  as  the  cause  of  death. 

We  might  add  similar  experiences  in  reference  to  the  other  ab- 
dominal organs,  particularly  those  of  the  pelvic  viscera,  where  diag- 
nosis is  often  impossible  without  laparotomy. 

As  mentioned  before,  the  incision  may  be  very  short,  and 
lengthened  as  required  to  aid  the  exploration.  Median  incision  is 
that  most  frequently  employed,  although  localization  of  symptom^ 
may  render  direct  incision  more  advisable. 

Exact  diagnosis  is  necessary  to  properly  treat  a  case,  where 
surgical  interference  is  indicated,  and  when  suspicious  symptoms 
lead  the  surgeon  to  expect  sudden  and  serious  complications  or 
changes  to  occur  which  may  prove  fatal. 

The  discussion  demonstrated  that  exploratory  laparotomy  was 
to  be  used  only  as  a  last  resort  in  diagnosis ;  that  it  had  shown,  in 
a  young  man,  only  a  single  kidney  with  two  ureters  entering  the 
bladder  in  the  usual  manner,  which  rendered  any  but  slight  oper- 
ation impossible.  That  it  had  cured  a  chronic  abdominal  disten- 
tion, supposed  to  be  some  form  of  tumor,  by  apparently  rectifying 
some  abnormal  position  of  some  part  of  the  intestines,  which  was 
bound  by  adhesions. 

Also,  that,  in  another  patient,  falling  and  striking  the  ground 
in  a  sitting  position,  the  injury  causing  intestinal  pain,  etc.,  the 
proper  treatment  was  given  only  when  by  laparotomy  numerous  ad- 
hesions were  removed. 

Further,  that  after  recovery  from  one  or  more  attacks  of  ap- 
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pendicitis,  safety  from  recurrence  is  best  obtained  by  interval  oper- 
ation ;  and  that  such  a  course  is  advisable. 

And,  lastly,  that  chronic,  persistent  abdominal  disturbance,  se- 
vere enough  to  demand  relief,  should  be  treated  by  exploratory/ 
laparotomy. 

Queens,  Long  Island. 


Treatment  of  Tibial  Ulcers. 

BY   H.   J.   TERPENING,  M.D. 

During  the  past  five  years  it  has  been  my  fortune  to  treat  quite 
a  number  of  cases  of  varicose  ulcers  of  the  leg,  some  of  them 
recent,  but  most  of  them  of  some  months',  if  not  years',  standing. 
It  is  surprising  the  number  of  people  there  are  who  have  ulcers  on 
legs,  and  it  will  pay  the  general  practitioner  to  give  these  cases 
careful  study  and  attention.  Practically  all  of  these  cases  can  be 
cured  without  an  operation. 

Common  cases  can  be  treated  at  the  office  and  the  patient  can 
keep  on  working;  of  course  it  can  be  done  quicker  and  better  if  the 
patient  can  keep  off  of  his  feet  and  have  the  limbs  elevated.  Severe 
cases  of  long  standing  should  be  confined  to  the  bed  and  chair. 

In  old  cases  it  is  best  to  begin  treatment  by  having  the  ulcer 
poulticed  with  flax  seed  for  from  12  to  24  hours,  I  cleanse  the  sore 
with  peroxide  of  hydrogen,  in  many  cases  you  will  have  a  tough 
membrane  over  the  sore  that  the  peroxide  will  not  entirely  destroy; 
remove  this  with  a  probe  and  some  cotton.  Having  cleansed  the 
ulcer,  paint  it  with  a  10%  solution  of  silver  nitrate  and  apply  a 
thick  compress  wet  in  a  3%  to  6%  solution  of  echafolta  and  cover 
this  with  rubber  cloth  to  retain  the  moisture.  Apply  over  this  a 
rubber  or  cotton  bandage,  from  foot  to  knee  if  the  patient  has  to 
be  on  his  feet.  The  bandage  should  be  as  tight  as  the  patient  can 
wear  it  without  pain.  Use  the  peroxide  and  silver  nitrate  solution 
once  a  day,  and  wet  the  compress  2  to  6  times  a  day;  enough  to 
keep  the  compress  wet. 

Where  the  patient  is  a  man  and  away  from  the  house,  I  use,, 
during  the  day,  zinc  oxide  ointment  and  the  echafolta  solution  at  night. 

Where  the  limb  is  swollen  and  dropsical  have  the  patient  go  to 
bed  and  elevate  the  foot  for  it  is  almost  impossible  to  heal  the 
sore  on  a  swollen  limb. 

Every  case  would  be  benefited  by  going  to  bed  and  elevating 
the  foot  and  when  a  case  does  not  improve  under  the  above  treat- 
ment, I  have  them  go  to  bed  and  still  continue  the  treatment.  This 
will  cure  most  cases  in  from  4  to  12  weeks,  but  some  cases  of  long 
standing  require  from  6  to  12  months. 

Some  cases  are  very  sluggish  and  need  stimulating.    In  these 
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I  apply  diachylon  comp.  ointment  during  the  night  and  the  echafolta 
during  the  day. 

At  the  present  time  I  have  a  very  severe  case  of  six  years' 
standing  under  treatment  ;  the  sore  was  Zy2  inches  by  2y2  inches, 
and  from  l/2  to  1-3  inch  deep.  The  patient  is  a  large,  fleshy  woman 
and  will  not  keep  off  of  the  limb.  I  have  treated  it  for  more  than 
a  year  and  it  has  filled  in  so  it  is  about  half  the  size  it  was  when  I 
began.  At  the  present  time  I  am  using  the  echafolta  and  silver 
nitrate  during  the  day  and  applying  an  ointment  of  carbonate  of 
iron,  grs.  xl,  to  vaseline  ^1  at  night.  This  ointment  is  doing  good 
in  this  case  and  I  expect  to  have  the  leg  cured  in  time.  It  may  take 
two  years. 

Along  with  local  treatment  I  give  such  constitutional  treat- 
ment as  indicated. 

When  you  have  healed  an  ulcer  fit  the  leg  with  a  good  elastic 
stocking  and  insist  on  the  patient  wearing  it. 

Fulton,  New  York. 


Psoriasis. 

BY  P.  MALLOWITZ,  M.  D. 

Read  at  the  November  meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City 
and  County  of  New  York. 

Synonyms:  Lepra,  Lepra  alphos,  Alphos,  English  leprosy,  Dry 
tetter. 

Definition :  A  disease  of  the  skin  characterized  by  an  eruption 
of  round  or  oval,  bright  red  patches  covered  with  more  or  less  thick 
silvery  white  adherent  scales ;  by  occurring  especially  on  the  ex- 
tensor surfaces  of  the  elbows,  knees  and  extremities,  and  upon  the 
scalp ;  by  running  a  chronic  course  marked  by  remissions  and  re- 
lapses, and  by  being  more  or  less  pruritic  (Jackson). 

A  shorter  definition  is :  A  chronic  affection  of  the  skin  char- 
acterized by  reddish,  more  or  less  thickened  and  elevated,  dry,  in- 
flammatory patches,  variable  as  to  size,  shape  and  number,  and 
covered  with  whitish  or  grayish  colored  imbricated  scales. 

Etiology :  Stelwagon  says,  age  must  be  considered,  for  though 
the  disease  has  been  noticed  at  all  ages,  from  six  days  to  eighty-five 
years,  yet  it  is  rare  below  ten  years  and  above  forty,  and  exceedingly 
rare  below  five.  It  is  most  common  between  the  ages  of  fifteen  and 
thirty.  It  is  somewhat  more  frequent  in  males,  and  is  worse  during 
the  winter.  It  attacks  those  in  apparent  good  health,  though  gout 
and  rheumatism  may  be  etiologic  factors.  He  doubts  that  heredity 
has  anything  to  do  with  it  (though  others  have  attributed  about 
thirty  per  cent,  of  their  cases  to  this  cause),  and  is  of  the  opinion 
that  it  is  probably  parasitic. 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW. 


327 


Fox  says :  "From  a  careful  study  of  the  clinical  facts  it  be- 
comes evident  that  Psoriasis  is  no  more  to  be  considered  as  simply 
a  scaly  eruption  on  the  surface  of  the  skin,  than  rheumatism  is  to 
be  regarded  as  merely  a  local  affection  of  certain  joints."  He  does 
not  believe  it  is  parasitic  in  origin. 

Hyde  says  it  is  not  hereditary,  and  has  no  relation  to  rheu- 
matism, gout,  etc.  He  regards  it  as  a  deformity  of  the  skin  like 
Ichthyosis. 

In  view  of  all  these  different  opinions,  as  to  etiology,  I  think  it 
is  safe  to  say  that  the  etiology  is  not  known.  We  do  know  that  it 
is  not  contagious. 

The  Clinical  varieties  all  result  from  arrest  of  the  disease  in  its 
various  phases  of  growth.  When  the  eruption  is  about  the  size  of  a 
pin  head,  we  call  it  Psoriasis  Punctata.  When  about  the  size  of 
drops,  P.  Guttata ;  when  the  patches  are  about  the  size  of  coins, 
P.  Numularis.  Occasionally,  involution  sets  in  at  the  centre  of  a 
large  patch  leaving  only  a  ring-shaped  lesion,  and  we  call  it  P.  Cir- 
cinata  or  Annulata.  Wrhen  two  or  more  such  rings  coalesce  and 
the  points  of  contact  undergo  involution,  it  leaves  a  serpentine  band 
of  psoriatic  eruption  which  is. termed  P.  Gyrata.  Wrhen  very  large 
patches  occur,  we  call  it  P.  Diffusa,  and  as  sometimes  happens  when 
almost  the  entire  body  is  affected  the  term  P.  Universalis  is  appli- 
cable. Occasionally  there  is  a  tendency  to  central  heaping  of  the 
scales  giving  rise  to  the  form  known  as  P.  Rupiodes.  The  form 
known  as  P.  Palmaris  et  Plautaris  is  not  true  psoriasis  and  should 
be  classed  with  the  syphilides. 

Pathology:  "The  disease  is  essentially  a  hyperplasia  of  the 
normal  constituents  of  the  malpighian  layer.  The  increase  takes 
place  chiefly  in  the  interpapillary  portion  of  the  layer,  the  downward 
growth  of  which  causes  an  apparent  increase  in  the  size  of  the 
papillae  of  the  corium.  In  the  later  stages  of  the  disease  the  more 
superficial  blood  vessels  of  the  corium  become  dilated  and  consid- 
erable emigration  of  white  blood  corpuscles  takes  place,  and  the 
immediate  neighborhood  of  the  vessels,  together  with  the  connective 
tissue  of.  the  corium,  becomes  the  seat  of  round  cell  infiltration, 
which,  with  the  effusion  of  serum,  separates  the  connective  tissue 
bundles  and  fibers  into  an  open  mesh  work.  During  the  period  of 
disappearance  of  the  disease  there  is  a  gradual  return  to  the  normal 
condition,  until  the  hyperplasia,  dilatation  of  the  blood  vessels  and 
cell  infiltration  have  completely  disappeared."  (Robinson.) 

Symptoms :  Psoriasis  is  always  a  dry  scaly  papular  eruption, 
Oozing  or  liquid  exudation  never  occurs  and  such  other  lesions  as 
vesicles,  pustules,  etc.,  are  never  observed.  It  begins  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  reddish  spots  about  the  size  of  pin  heads,  and  grows  by 
peripheral  extension ;  from  its  onset  it  is  covered  with  whitish  silvery 
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or  grayish  white  scales,  and  as  the  patches  grow,  the  scales  become 
more  marked  and  imbricated.  The  skin  underlying  the  scales  is  in- 
flamed and  a  red  edge  is  visible  around  the  scaly  patches  on  close 
inspection.  If  the  scales  are  removed  by  scraping,  a  few  very  small 
bleeding  points  will  be  visible.  The  patches  are  most  often  found 
on  the  extensor  surfaces  of  the  limbs  especially  at  the  elbows  and 
knees.  The  scalp  is  also  frequently  attacked.  Itching  is  often  com- 
plained of  as  a  subjective  symptom,  and  occasionally,  in  acute  and 
extensive  outbreaks,  great  thirst. 

Diagnosis :  A  well  developed  case  of  Psoriasis  can  scarcely  be 
mistaken  for  any  other  eruption.  At  times,  however,  it  is  hard  to 
differentiate  between  atypical  cases  of  psoriasis  and  papulo-squamous 
syphilis,  eczema  seborrhoicum,  lupus  erythematosus,  true  eczema 
and  ringworm.  In  papulo-squamous  syphilis  the  lesions  are 
markedly  infiltrated,  itching  is  absent,  and  the  lesions  are 
nearly  always  on  the  flexor  surfaces.  In  psoriasis,  the  lesions 
are  not  infiltrated,  there  is  some  itching,  and  the  lesions 
are  on  the  extensor  surfaces.  In  eczema  seborrhoicum  the  scales 
are  smaller  and  more  greasy,  and  the  disease  is  usually  associated 
with  dandruff  and  is  situated  usually  in  the  middle  of  chest  or  back, 
which  is  unlike  psoriasis.  In  lupus  erythematosus  the  sebaceous 
follicles  are  affected  and  scars  often  result  neither  of  which  is  true 
of  psoriasis.  True  eczema  may  be  differentiated  by  the  weeping 
character  of  the  lesions.  Occasionally,  however,  both  conditions 
may  co-exist,  and  diagnosis  is  very  difficult.  Ringworm  is  distin- 
guished from  the  circinate  form  of  psoriasis  by  its  acute  evolution 
and  rapid  growth  and  the  presence  of  the  fungus  in  the  scales,  and 
the  scales  being  less  abundant. 

Prognosis :  The  cure  of  individual  eruptions  is  certain.  The 
recurrence  of  it  can  not  be  prevented.  The  general  health  is  not 
impaired.  Buckley  claims  that  the  recurrence  of  the  eruption  may 
be  prevented  by  adhering  to  a  purely  vegetable  diet. 

Treatment:  The  treatment  should  be  both  internal  and  ex- 
ternal. Since  anything  that  has  a  general  weakening  effect  on  the 
system  aggravates  the  condition,  it  is  clear  that  tonics  are  indicated. 
Arsenic  is  the  most  certain  in  action.  Fowler's  solution  or  Liquor 
Sodii  Arseniatis  are  the  best  preparations  to  use.  Arsenic  is  contra- 
indicated  when  the  lesions  are  highly  inflammatory  and  when  they 
are  increasing  in  size.  Potassium  Iodide  in  full  doses  is  good  in  those 
stages.  Thyroid  extract  and  many  other  drugs  have  been  recom- 
mended but  are  uncertain. 

The  external  treatment  is  best  prescribed  in  the  form  of  oint- 
ments or  plasters.  Numerous  drugs  have  been  used.  Chrysorobin, 
Tar,  Salicylic  acid,  Ammonium  carbonate,  and  Ammoniated  mer- 
cury are  the  best  known. 
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The  scales  are  first  washed  off  with  soap  and  water  and  the 
ointment  applied.  Chrysorobin  is  by  far  the  best  of  these ;  it  acts 
most  quickly,  but  often  sets  up  a  dermatitis,  and  always  stains  the 
skin  and  clothing.  It  should  never  be  used  upon  the  face  or  scalp 
Ammoriiated  mercury  works  well  enough  there  and  is  not  attended 
by  the  dangers  of  conjunctivitis  and  does  not  ruin  the  hair.  Kaposi 
recommends  the  following:  Oleum  Rusci,  50  parts;  Sulphuric  ether 
and  alcohol,  of  each,  75  parts,  filter,  and  add  Oil  of  Lavender,  2 
parts.    To  be  applied  at  night. 

Fox  recommends  Chrysorobin  and  Salicylic  Acid  of  each  ten 
per  cent.,  ether  fifteen  per  cent,  in  flexible  collodion.  This  is  to  be 
painted  over  the  patches  every  night.  A  five  per  cent.  Pyrogalic  acid 
ointment  is  very  good  in  some  cases,  but  can  not  be  used  over  an 
extensive  surface.  Unna  has  incorporated  Chrysorobin,  Salicylic 
acid  and  Oleum  Rusci  in  a  plaster  of  gutta  percha  and  this  works 
well.  I  have  used  this  combination  in  the  form  of  an  ointment, 
using  twenty  per  cent,  of  each,  with  excellent  results.  Occasionally 
it  does  produce  a  dermatitis,  and  then  soothing  lotions  are  indicated. 
If  this  treatment  is  continued,  the  eruption  usually  disappears  in 
from  six  to  eight  weeks. 

The  healing  begins  at  the  centre  and  works  toward  the 
periphery  until  the  entire  patch  has  disappeared. 

New  York  City. 


Hair  Snakes. 

BY  G.  W.  HARVEY,  M.  D. 

Webster's  Dictionary  says :  "Hair  snakes  are  popularly  but  er- 
roneously supposed  to  have  been  horsehairs." 

Johnson's  Universal  Cyclopedia  says:  "They  are  frequently 
regarded  as  horsehairs  turned  into  worms  by  soaking  in  water." 
And  adds,  "There  are  yet  many  unsolved  points  in  the  history  of 
these  forms." 

Tradition  has  always  held  that  horsehairs  do  sometimes  turn 
into  worms,  or  hair-snakes,  and  it  is  a  well-known  scientific  fact 
that  some  of  the  genus  Gordiacea  do  differ  very  materially  from 
other  nematode  worms. 

There  is  also  another  tradition  that  the  hairs  of  cats  taken 
into  the  stomach  of  a  child,  as  they  often  are,  while  playing  with 
them  as  pets,  will  turn  into  intestinal  worms.  Many  a  mother  have 
I  seen  that  would  no  more  let  her  child  have  a  cat  to  handle  than 
she  would  a  snake,  for  fear  that  the  child  would  become  infested 
with  worms  from  the  hairs.  There  is  a  saying  that  "tradition  is 
truth  grown  so  old  that  nobody  believes  it."  Not  only  have  I  ob- 
served many  cases  of  worms  in  children  who  had  a  cat  to  play  with, 
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as  well  as  others,  but  in  years  of  experience  with  carnivorous  ani- 
mals that  prey  upon  others  and  necessarily  eat  more  or  less  hair,  as 
foxes,  wildcats,  coyotes,  wolves,  bears,  panthers,  etc.,  I  have  noted 
that  they  are,  as  a  rule,  infested  with  intestinal  worms. 

Now,  if  it  could  be  proven  that  horsehairs  do  sometimes  really 
transmogrify,  and  become  worms  or  hair-snakes,  under  certain 
conditions  of  warmth  and  wet,  it  would  not  be  too  much  to  claim 
that  the  hairs  of  other  animals  sometimes  do  the  same,  under  similar 
conditions. 

It  is  no  stretch  of  the  imagination  to  claim  that  hair  possesses 
peculiarities  of  vitality  differing  from  other  tissues  of  the  body,  for 
there  are  many  authentic  examples  where  it  has  continued  to  grow, 
even  luxuriously,  long  after  the  death,  and  even  the  decomposition 
of  the  body  upon  which  it  began  its  growth. 

There  is  a  passage  in  the  Bible  that  may  be  fraught  with  more 
scientific  truth  than  we  moderns  have  even  imagined.  It  is : 
"After  these  skin  worms  destroy  this  body."  Job  19:26.  Implying 
that  worms  develop  from  something  in  the  skin  of  a  man  after  death 
and  consume  the  body.  Can  any  one  demonstrate  that  this  is  not  a 
fact?  And  if  it  is  a  fact,  then  from  what  do  they  develop?  The 
modern  microscope  has  never  given  any  hint  of  an  embryo  worm 
peculiar  to  the  skin  of  the  genus  homo,  and  yet  this  part  of  man 
has  been  most  thoroughly  studied  under  lenses  of  the  highest  power. 

Confessing  then  our  ignorance  of  Nature's  modus  operandi  in 
some  of  these  mysteries  of  physiology,  and  without  any  theories 
either  in  favor  of,  or  against  science  or  tradition,  I  will  tell  you 
what  I  know  of  the  mutation  and  vivification  of  horsehairs,  and 
you  may  draw  your  own  conclusions. 

In  the  year  1894  I  was  a  senior  student  in  the  California  Medi- 
cal College,  and  spent  the  first  week  of  May  in  the  country.  In  my 
rambles  about  an  old  pasture  that  was  near  where  I  was  stopping, 
I  came  upon  the  skeleton  of  a  horse  that  had  bogged  down  in  a 
springy  place  and  perished.  I  learned  from  the  boy  that  was  with 
me  that  this  had  occurred  in  the  fore  part  of  February,  and  after  the 
neighborhood  dogs,  the  carrion  crows,  and  the  turkey  buzzards  had 
gotten  through  with  him  the  bones  were  picked  clean  and  nothing 
left,  as  it  was  naturally,  except  the  tail  which  lay  three  or  four 
inches  deep  in  the  ooze  and  water.  Scattered  over  the  pasture  were 
many  patches  of  zanthium  spinosum,  the  seed  capsule  of  which  is 
the  famous  California  cocklebur,  and  the  old  horse  had,  before  his 
death  in  the  bog,  collected  sufficient  of  these  in  his  tail  to  make  it 
a  perfect  mat,  more  tangled  and  knotted  than  the  famous  fabled 
knot  of  Gordius,  and  when  I  saw  it,  every  hair  in  it  was  a  living, 
moving,  writhing,  sinuous  hair-snake,  but  shackled  beyond  release 
or  escape  by  the  swollen,  spiny,  hooked  fetters  of  the  multitudinous 
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cockleburs.  Fit  reminder  of  the  snaky  locks  of  the  traditional 
Medusa. 

There  was  no  mistaking  the  origin  of  these  specimens  of 
Gordius,  for  there  was  the  skeleton  of  the  horse,  with  tail  intact, 
and  every  hair  attached  just  as  when  death  laid  him  low,  wriggling, 
writhing,  and  squirming,  an  animate  mass  of  what  was  once  common 
horsehairs,  jus't  as  surely  as  the  skeleton  was  once  a  living,  moving 
horse. 

It  was  with  some  difficulty  that  I  succeeded  in  removing  a  few 
perfect  specimens  of  the  hair-snakes  from  the  mass  of  cockleburs 
and  tangle,  to  take  home  with  me,  and  once  in  my  aquarium,  I 
could,  by  no  possible  means  distinguish  them  from  others  that  I 
gathered  singly  from  the  pools  and  streams  in  the  vicinity  of  my 
home. 

Possibly  the  fabled  Medusa  was  a  woman  drowned  where  the 
shallow  warm  water  of  spring  vivified  the  hairs  until  the  head  was  a 
writhing  mass  of  hair-snakes,  the  same  as  was  the  tail  of  the  horse 
just  mentioned. 

Millville,  Cal. 


Experience  with  Third  Preparation  of  Lobelia. 

BY  F.  H.  WILLIAMS,  M.  D. 

I  read  with  interest  the  account  of  the  use  of  the  "Third  Prepa- 
ration of  Lobelia,"  in  the  November  number  of  the  Review.  In  the 
old  Thomsonian  practice  the  Hydrastis  does  not  appear,  and  when 
you  want  quick  relaxation,  it  is  not  needed.  My  father  was  a 
Thomsonian  practitioner,  and  I  studied  with  Dr.  Isaac  J.  Sperry,  one 
of  the  famous  Thomsonians  of  the  middle  of  the  last  century.  My 
experience  with  the  "Third  Preparation"  goes  back  over  sixty  years 
of  personal  knowledge,  and  43  years  of  use  of  it  on  my  patients. 

Now  I  will  tell  you  a  few  things  that  I  know  about  it. 

When  you  have  a  case  of  Epileptiform  attacks,  a  few  drops  of 
this  Lobelia,  put  on  the  tongue,  will  nearly  always  abort  the  attack. 
When  a  patient  has  these  attacks  diurnally,  and  has  a.  good  intelli- 
gence, if  he  will  carry  the  preparation  with  him  and  use  it  quickly, 
he  will  not  only  abort  the  threatened  attack,  but  will  gradually 
lessen  the  frequency  of  the  spasms,  and  work  a  cure.  This  I  know 
from  long  observation,  but  never  published  it  before.  In  hysteria,  it 
will  never  fail  to  stop  the  attack,  and  will  often  arrest  the  whole 
morbid  cycle  that  brings  on  the  spasms.  It  is  the  strongest  vital 
stimulant  that  we  possess,  except  nitro-glycerine,  and  is  not  so 
evanescent  in  its  action  as  that.  For  forty-three  years  I  have  dressed 
all  dog  bites  with  this  wash,  and  never  have  had  any  ill  effects  from 
a  bite  yet.   Externally  used  upon  cotton  batting  it  will  abort  many 
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colds,  and  in  congestion  of  the  lungs,  both  recent  and  secondary,  it 
will  do  amazing  things.  It  is  far  beyond  Libradol  in  its  efficiency. 
I  have  seen  people  all  blue,  with  blue  ringers,  and  unconscious  from 
congestion  of  lungs,  rallied  and  cured  by  its  use.  In  Texas  I  have 
used  it  in  congestive  chills,  with  relief  to  the  patient.  I  had  one  case 
that  seemed  on  the  very  verge  of  lockjaw,  unable  to  swallow  or  open 
the  mouth,  in  which  I  poured  the  liquid  through  a  broken  tooth  and 
slowly  relaxed  and  cured  the  man.  This  is  only  a  small  part  of  what 
might  be  written,  but  it  is  all  true. 
Bristol,  Conn. 


Items  from  the  Field  of  Neurology. 

BY  THEODORE  DAVIS  ADLERMAN,  A.B.,  M.D. 

Tiauma  may  be  a  determining  cause  of  abnormal  psychic  man- 
ifestations following  immediately  or  some  time  later.  Confusional 
states  and  delirium  are  most  frequently  found  after  traumatism. 

The  existence  of  neurasthenia  in  childhood  has  been  denied  by 
such  European  authors  as  Kraft-Ebing,  Charcot  and  others,  but  here 
in  this  country  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  its  frequency  in  children. 
We  have  seen  quite  a  few  cases  between  the  ages  of  ten  and  15 
years,  hereditary  instability  was  found  in  quite  a  few  of  these  cases, 
and  the  symptoms  presented  by  these  children  did  not  differ  much 
from  those  presented  at  a  later  age.  The  phobias  were  quite  fre- 
quent, especially  agoraphobia  and  claustrophobia.  Once  in  a  while 
wre  also  came  across  a  suicidal  notion ;  in  all.  beautiful  cases  to 
study. 


Delusions  are  present  only  in  the  more  severe  forms  of  melan- 
cholia, and  are  mostly  of  a  very  painful  nature  in  their  aspect.  Au- 
ditory hallucinations  are  also  quite  frequent  and  their  presence  is 
of  grave  prognostic  importance. 

Kraft-Ebing-  claimed  to  have  found  early  symptoms  of  paranoia 
in  a  child  of  4  years  old,  and  this  has  later  been  confirmed  by  ob- 
servations of  others.  These  children  are  worth  studying,  they  are 
dreamy,  easily  irritated  to  most  passionate  outbreaks,  complain  of 
all  sorts  of  fancied  wrongs,  are  fond  of  erotic  novels  and  like  to  be 
protected  ( ?)  by  strangers.  Space  does  not  allow  me  to  go  in 
fully  in  describing  all  the  other  manifestations,  and  I  will  say  only, 
that  as  these  children  reach  puberty  they  must  and  should  be 
watched,  as  erotic  ideas  will  come  out  strongly  and  mingle  with 
deceptions  ;  night  intercourse  will  be  had  with  imaginary  lovers  and 
delusions  mingle  hallucinations. 
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The  affection  by  which  senility  is  most  commonly  evidenced  is 
cerebral  arterio-sclerosis.  Its  principal  symptoms  have  a  paroxysmal 
character,  and  consist  of  vertigo,  headache,  noises  in  the  ear,  som- 
nolence, disturbances  of  character,  rapid  mental  and  physical  fatigue, 
amnesia,  transitory  aphasia,  short  apoplectiform  attacks  not  fol- 
lowed by  hemiplegia. 

Cerebral  arterio-sclerosis  may  assume  the  picture  of  neurasthenia. 


Leszynsky  in  the  Jour,  of  Xer.  and  Ment.  Dis.  discusses  the 
treatment  of  brain  tumors.  When  syphilis  is  known,  or  suspected, 
mercury  and  iodides  may  prove  of  value;  for  headaches,  coal  tar 
products  (  ?)  or  ergot,  or  morphine  may  be  given.  At  times  free 
catharsis  helps.  Operations  should  be  resorted  to  if  a  positive  diag- 
nosis is  made,  and  after  it  proved  unamenable  to  medical  treatment. 


Barker  in  the  Journal  of  Amer.  Med.  Ass.,  discussing  joint  af- 
fections in  nervous  disease,  refers  to  tabetic  joints.  In  Charcot's 
original  description  the  main  clinical  features  were  the  sudden  ap- 
pearance of  a  firm,  painless  swelling  of  a  joint  extending  to  the  sur- 
rounding soft  parts,  occurring  often  independently  of  traumatism, 
followed  by  rapid  changes  in  the  joint  surfaces  leading  to  dislo- 
cations and  subluxations  and  to  false  positions  of  the  bones  in  a 
short  time.  The  sudden  firm  swelling  is  very  characteristic.  It 
does  not  pit  on  pressure  and  is  quite  different  from  ordinary  oedema:. 
It  extends  rapidly. 


Pain  in  the  legs  resembling  sciatica  or  cruval  neuralgia  is  often 
associated  with  superficial  or  deep  varicose  veins.  Pain  of  this 
origin  has  some  features  distinct  enough  to  indicate  its  proper  clas- 
sification, still  it  is  often  confounded  with  sciatica.  This  pain  is 
diffuse,  it  is  worse  toward  evening,  increased  by  movement,  lessened 
by  rest,  or  by  raising  of  the  feet  and  by  gentle  massage,  and  re- 
lieved by  treatment  of  varicose  veins. 


Methylene  blue  in  my  hands  has  given  good  results  in  certain 
cases  as  a  pain  reliever,  particularly  in  sciatica,  and  here  I  very 
seldom  forget  my  aconite. 


A  neurologist  who  aspires  should  be  learned  and  experienced 
beyond  his  specialty  in  general  medicine  and  pathology. 


In  tic  neurosis,  in  some  cases  of  chronic  chorea,  conium  gives 
good  results,  providing  you  get  a  good  preparation,  and  it  is  funny 
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that  the  same  house  should  turn  out  good  and  bad  mixtures  of  this 
drug.    Sometimes  it  acts,  other  times  you  may  as  well  use  water. 


Some  people  think  the  treatment  of  chorea  to  be  a  very  simple 
matter.  Perhaps — try  some  time  to  treat  chorea  insaniens  and  see 
how  far  you  will  go. 

When  you  treat  headache,  examine  every  system  of  the  body, 
and  then  determine  to  which  category  your  patient's  headache 
belongs. 

It  is  characteristic  of  hysteria,  in  contrast  to  epilepsy,  that  large 
doses  of  the  bromides  do  not  decrease  the  number  of  attacks,  at 
least  not  more  so  than  do  small  doses. 


The  relations  of  epilepsy  to  migraine  are  still  somewhat  vaguely 
understood,  but  from  what  has  been  learned  so  far,  we  may  con- 
clude that  these  diseases  are  either  occasionally  due  to  the  same 
cause,  or  what  is  much  more  likely,  that  the  same  prediposition  of 
the  nervous  system  produces  them. 


Weigl  in  School  Hygiene  (Munich),  publishes  a  few  quite  in- 
teresting facts  about  the  remarkable  feats  of  memory  of  mentally 
defective  children.  For  the  Vienna  Society  for  Psychiatry,  a  feeble- 
minded boy  was  presented,  Avho  knew  the  calendar  for  a  thousand 
years  so  thoroughly  that  he  could  name  every  past  and  future  date 
to  the  year  two  thousand,  and  every  feast  day,  immediately  and 
without  deliberation.  He  could-  give  no  explanation  of  his  per- 
formance. 


Who  are  the  people  who  break  down  in  melancholia?  They  are 
the  elderly  rather  than  the  young.  Many  are  at  the  time  of  life, 
which  we  call  the  climacteric,  men  and  women  who  have  borne  the 
burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  whose  nervous  force  has  been  loosened 
by  long-continued  worry  or  sickness.  In  some  cases  we  also  find  it 
among  the  young,  for  hypochondriacal  melancholia  is  not  uncommon 
at  the  age  of  puberty  in  both  girls  and  boys. 

Hyoscyamus  is  a  very  old  remedy  in  insanity,  and  the  tincture 
given  in  sufficient  quantity  is  decidedly  useful,  but  you  must  be 
careful  when  you  use  hyoscine  or  hyoscyamine.  Savage  narrated  a 
case  of  a  woman  who  died  after  a  dose  of  gr.  1-200. 


Many  men  predisposed  to  insanity  may  benefit  greatly  by  mar- 
riage, providing  they  are  so  fortunate  as  to  meet  a  "suitable  wife." 
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Wnat  relation  does  there  exist  between  idiocy  and  imbecility 
from  a  nosographic  point  of  view?  Both  of  these  states  are  degrees 
of  the  same  affection,  and  still  there  is  quite  some  difference.  This 
difference  is  in  the  general  development  of  attention  which  they  pos- 
sess. In  the  idiot  there  is  an  absence  or  weakness  of  attention ;  in 
the  imbecile  there  is  instability  of  attention.  Idiots  are  extra-social, 
imbeciles  are  anti-social. 


The  signs  of  organic  degenerative  troubles  in  paranoia  are  rather 
infrequent.  The  skin  and  deep  reflexes  are  not  disturbed  except 
when,  under  influence  of  some  delusion  of  poisoning,  or  religious 
ecstasy,  the  sufferers  have  starved  themselvevs  ;  in  such  cases  the  re- 
flexes may  become  exalted. 


Rose  and  Cook,  in  Buf.  Med.  Jour.,  report  a  case  of  cerebral 
abscess  which  is  instructive  in  its  symptomatology.  The  patient 
complained  of  distress  in  the  abdomen  on  August  8,  1906,  vomited 
and  fell  twice  walking.  Three  days  later  he  had  pain  on  the  right 
side  of  neck  and  shoulder.  Three  days  after  this  he  began  to  ''seem 
different"  to  his  friends,  and  he  had  pain  in  the  left  side  of  head  and 
face.  On  the  following  day  he  was  confused,  slow  of  speech,  aphasic, 
stupid  and  acted  as  though  he  were  under  the  influence  of  some 
narcotic.  The  temperature  was  normal  and  his  pulse  was  60.  Sub- 
sequently the  temperature  rose  to  99.2°  F.,  and  pulse  to  80.  He  then 
showred  motor  aphasia,  and  agraphia,  with  partial  apraxia ;  that  is, 
he  could  not  copy  writing  or  printing,  and  he  tried  to  light  a  cigar 
with  an  unlighted  match,  when  he  was  given  two  matches,  one  of 
which  was  properly  lighted.  On  August  16th,  he  could  not  speak 
for  several  hours  nor  to  move  his  right  arm  and  passed  no  urine 
since  morning.  The  blood  count  showed  14.760  leucocytes  per  cubic 
millimeter.  The  following  day  he  had  a  convulsion,  and  then  the 
next  day  several  convulsions,  one  of  them  being  Jacksonian  in  type, 
beginning  in  the  right  side  of  the  face  and  extending  to  right  arm 
only.  Operation  was  performed,  the  abscess  found,  opened,  drained, 
but  death  followed  quickly.  The  diagnosis  of  abscess  was  made 
with  a  localization  in  the  arm  center,  and  at  the  posterior  end  of  left 
second  frontal  gyms  and  the  contiguous  portion  of  ascending  frontal 
convolution. 


According  to  Ebing  the  weakness  of  men  in  comparison  with 
women  lies  in  the  great  intensity  of  their  sexual  desires.  Man  be- 
comes dependent  upon  woman,  and  the  more,  the  weaker  and  more 
sensual  he  becomes,  and  this  just  in  proportion  as  he  becomes 
neuropathic. 

70  Rogers  Ave.,  Brooklyn. 
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Drug  Selection. 

The  physician  in  administering  drugs  should  constantly  bear  in 
mind  the  fact  that  all  remedies  are  selective  in  their  action — that  is, 
when  introduced  into  the  circulation,  through  the  stomach  or  other- 
wise, they  especially  influence  a  certain  part  or  function,  and  that 
this  action,  under  the  same  conditions,  is  always  the  same.  If,  there- 
fore, we  desire  to  influence  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  we  must 
employ  a  remedy  that  exerts  a  special  action  upon  the  circulatory  sys- 
tem, and  not  one  that  has  a  specific  action  mainly  upon  some  other 
part  or  function  of  the  body.  The  drug  must  be  selected  with  strict 
regard  for  the  wrong  of  the  blood  wre  desire  to  relieve  or  cure.  If 
the  blood  is  in  excess,  a  remedy  must  be  employed  that  will  decrease 
it ;  if  deficient,  a  drug  that  will  bring  it  up  to  the  normal  standard 
must  be  selected,  and  if  the  fluid  is  perverted  a  medicament  that 
will  correct  such  perversion  must  be  exhibited.  This  doctrine  is 
not  a  growth  of  imaginary  results  of  treatment,  but  it  is  firmly 
based  upon  conclusions  wmich  have  been  daily  and  invariably  dem- 
onstrated for  nearly  a  century. 

In  selecting  the  appropriate  remedy,  when  there  are  several 
wrongs  of  the  blood,  we  must  first  determine  the  relative  import- 
ance of  the  lesions.  We  must  ascertain  which  stands  first  and  is 
the  basis  of  the  whole  abnormal  condition,  and  then  the  relative 
importance  of  the  others  which  have  resulted  from  it.  As  an  illus- 
tration of  this  point  it  may  be  called  to  mind  that  many  simple 
fevers  and  inflammations  have  as  a  basic  wrong  the  disturbance  of 
the  circulation  and  an  increase  of  temperature,  and  that  the  arrest 
of  secretion,  impaired  digestion  and  nutrition,  depravation  of  the 
blood,  as  well  as  the  derangement  of  innervation,  are  mainly  caused 
by  or  based  upon  them.  The  abnormal  state  may  be  a  very  impor- 
tant and  active  one,  and  yet  be  so  dependent  upon  the  disturbance 
of  the  circulation  that  it  will  entirely  disappear  as  soon  as  the  latter 
is  brought  back  to  the  normal  standard.  Aconite,  ferrum  phos- 
phoricum  or  veratrum  viride,  as  specifically  indicated,  may  become 
in  such  cases  absolutely  curative.  Diseases  are  often  found,  how- 
ever, in  which  the  wrong  of  circulation  and  temperature  is  fully  as 
maiked,  and  yet  these  sedatives  may  do  more  harm  than  good,  thus 
showing  that  the  lesion  of  the  circulation  and  temperature  is  not 
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the  basic  wrong  with  which  we  have  to  contend.  Such  cases  must 
be  divided  into  their  component  parts  and  the  basic  wrong  deter- 
mined and.  treated  in  accordance  with  the  specific  indications 
presented.   

606. 

The  new  synthetic  substance  known  as  606,  or  Ehrlich-Hata 
preparation  for  syphilis,  is  now  being  freely  discussed  by  the  medi- 
cal profession,  as  well  as  by  the  lay  press,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  its  usefulness  has  not  yet  been  positively  demonstrated.  In  a 
timely  and  interesting  descriptive  editorial  published  in  the  Medical 
World,  Dr.  Taylor,  in  part,  speaks  of  this  substance  as  follows : 

"This  is  a  new  synthetic  substance  .produced  through  repeated 
efforts  to  obtain  a  sterilizing  agent  which  could  be  used  by  the 
mouth  or  hypodermically  which  would  kill  the  germs  of  disease  in 
the  body  without  affecting  the  tissues.  It  is  said  to  have  been 
called  "substance  606''  because  605  previous  trials  had  not  yielded 
satisfactory  results.  It  is  a  product  of  an  organic  arsenical  com- 
pound with  the  chemical  name  of  dioxydiaminoarsenobenzine,  and 
it  is  said  to  readily  attack  not  only  the  spirochete  which  are  credited 
with  being  the  germ  of  syphilis,  but  also  to  cause  astounding  im- 
provement in  the  visible  lesions  of  syphilis.  About  six  grains  are 
given,  and  the  skin  lesions  show  swelling  and  increased  redness 
after  24  hours,  while  there  is  a  marked  rise  in  the  body  temperature. 
Six  grains  have  been  given  intravenously,  and  almost  a  half  more 
intramuscularly,  and  it  is  injected  in  a  strongly  alkaline  solution 
with  a  bulk  of  five  drams. 

"The  physician  can  calmly  await  the  results  of  the  extensive 
experimentation  that  is  sure  to  go  on  at  the  hands  of  many  invet- 
erate experimenters.  In  time  we  will  have  facts  upon  which  we 
can  base  an  intelligent  judgment,  and  in  the  meanwhile,  the  limita- 
tions of  the  new  treatment  will  have  been  ascertained,  for  it  is  cer- 
tain to  have  limitations  and  contraindications.  Already  some  of 
those  wmo  have  wrorked  with  it  are  declaring  that  it  is  not  suited  to 
the  needs  of  the  general  practician.  Blindness  has  already  been 
noticed  as  a  frequent  sequel  to  its  use. 

"It  is  a  yellow  powder,  difficult  to  get  into  solution,  and  more 
difficult  to  keep-  in  solution  till  it  can  be  injected,  being  quickly 
precipitated.  Formerly  it  took  an  hour  to  dissolve  it ;  but  lately, 
by  adding  pure  alcohol,  it  dissolves  more  quickly;  the  solution  must 
be  prepared  just  before  use,  however.  The  solution  is  a  strongly 
acid  one,  and  must  be  neutralized  by  an  excess  of  sodium  hydroxid. 
The  resulting  alkalinity  is  again  modified  by  cautious  addition  of 
acetic  acid  before  injection.  The  reaction  is  violently  inflamma- 
tory; so  much  so  that  some  observers  are  advising  that  the  dose  be 
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divided  and  injected  into  different  portions  of  the  body.  This 
characteristic  also  forces  a  greater  dilution  when  the  medication  is 
to  be  injected  into  a  vein." 


Cannabis  Indica. 

This  valuable  remedy  fulfills  two  important  indications.  First 
in  order  of  efficiency  it  is  a  remedy  for  depression  of  the  nervous 
system.  Secondly,  it  allays  irritation  of  the  urino-genital  tract  and 
relieves  pain.  For  the  first  purpose  it  is  invaluable  in  more  or  less 
painful  conditions,  in  which  opium,  on  account  of  its  tendency  to 
restrain  normal  secretions,  would  be  inadmissible.  Cannabis  exerts 
far  less  restraining  power  over  the  secretions  than  do  most  similar 
anodynes,  it  favors  good  appetite  and  digestion,  and  exhilarates  the 
spirits.  Hence  its  value  in  such  disorders  as  are  attended  by  gloom 
and  foreboding.  It  is  perhaps  in  genito-urinary  disorders  of  an  in- 
flammatory type  that  its  usefulness  is  most  strongly  displayed. 
With  the  properly-selected  sedative  it  meets  the  wants  of  a  pain 
reliever  and  nerve  soother  in  urethritis,  whether  idiopathic  or  spe- 
cific. Gelsemium,  aconite,  and  cannabis  are,  perhaps,  more  fre- 
quently indicated  than  other  internal  agents  in  acute  gonorrhea. 
It  is  of  supreme  importance  in  surgical  fever  due  to  the  passing 
of  the  catheter  or  bougie,  or  from  operations  upon  the  urethral 
tract.  Think  of  it  in  chronic  cystitis,  chronic  irritation  of  the  blad- 
der, dysuria,  painful  micturition,  and  strangury.  In  various  forms 
of  neuralgia,  in  gastralgia,  gastric  ulcer,  neuralgia  of  the  pelvic 
viscera,  and  in  whooping-cough  and  the  cough  of  phthisis  its  effects 
are  gratifying.  Note  briefly  the  specific  indications :  marked 
nervous  depression ;  irritation  of  the  genito-urinary  tract ;  burning, 
frequent  micturition;  painful  micturition,  with  tenesmus;  scalding 
urine ;  ardor  urinae ;  wakefulness  in  fevers ;  insomnia,  with  brief 
periods  of  sleep,  disturbed  by  unpleasant  dreams;  spasmodic  and 
painful  conditions,  with  depression;  mental  illusions;  hallucinations; 
cerebral  anemia  from  spasm  of  cerebral  vessels ;  palpitation  of  the 
heart,  with  sharp,  stitching  pain;  and  menstrual  headache,  with 
great  nervous  depression. — Dr.  Harvey  Wickcs  Feltcr,  in  the  Eclectic 
Medical  Gleaner.  

Succinimide  of  Mercury  in  Tuberculosis. 

In  an  editorial  in  regard  to  the  use  of  this  drug  in  the  treat- 
ment of  tuberculosis,  published  in  the  American  Medical  Journal, 
Dr.  M.  M.  Hamilin  reports  two  cases  recently  treated  by  him,  and 
adds : 

"In  both  of  these  cases  the  temperature,  at  the  beginning  of 
treatment,  was  ranging  from  101°  a.  m.  to  104°  p.  m. ;  a  pronounced 
chill  followed  by  profuse  sweating  every  day,  or  rather  night  sweats, 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW. 


339 


cough  almost  constant.  Under  the  treatment  these  symptoms  all 
gradually  gave  way.  The  temperature  even  becoming  subnormal 
a.  m.  and  reaching  about  99°  p.  m.  But  the  patients  seem  not  to 
regain  an  appetite — in  fact  cannot  be  induced  to  try  to  take  any- 
thing more  than  a  little  milk  or  egg-nog. 

'Tt  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  in  the  first  case  we  reported, 
no  mention  was  made  of  any  other  medication — we  relied  wholly 
upon  the  Merc.  Succinimide.  We  conclude  now,  that  while  this 
treatment  will  undoubtedly  destroy  the  tubercle  bacillus,  there 
should  be  some  other  constitutional  treatment,  some  powerful  elim- 
inant,  given  at  the  same  time.  The  idea  of  destroying  this  entire 
army  of  bacilli  inside  the  inclosure  and  expecting  the  man  to  con- 
tinue to  inhabit  the  body  without  removing  the  dead  bodies,  is  irra- 
tional and  contrary  to  eclectic  tenets. 

"•We  conclude  further  that  the  cause  of  the  formation  of  pus  is 
a  want  of  sufficient  elimination  or  rather  too  slow  elimination. 
Therefore  it  seems  reasonable  to  conclude  that  one  of  the  Iodides 
(most  likely  Sodium  Iodide)  with  Alnus  and  Gentian  in  fairly  good 
sized  doses  and  minute  doses  of  Liq.  Pot.  Arsen.,  might  prove 
beneficial  as  supplemental  to  the  mercuric  injections.  We  know  of 
several  other  physicians  who  are  giving  this  treatment  a  "try  out" 
and  we  shall  forbear  further  conclusions  until  we  hear  from  them. 
Certainly,  if  we  can  destroy  the  cause — kill  the  germ — we  ought  to 
find  some  way  of  sustaining  the  vital  forces  and  thus  enabling  the 
patient  to  recover.  Let  us  hope  and  continue  our  efforts  in  behalf 
of  these  unfortunates." 

Arum  Triphyllum — Indian  Turnip. 

The  root  of  this  plant  constitutes  a  good  stimulant  to  all  the 
secretions,  and  is  especially  valuable  as  a  means  of  increasing  secre- 
tion from  the.  skin  and  lungs.  In  difficult  expectoration,  resulting 
from  an  enfeebled  or  atonic  state  of  the  respiratory  organs,  this 
agent  has  been  employed  with  satisfaction,  and  in  inflammatory 
swellings  of  the  mucous  surfaces  of  the  mouth,  fauces  and  air  pas- 
sages it  is  deemed  a  remedy  of  superior  merit. 

Indian  turnip  was  believed  by  Wooster  Beach  and  his  associates 
to  be  an  efficient  medicament.  It  was  frequently  used  by  them,  in 
various  forms,  both  as  an  internal  and  external  remedial  agent.  In 
his  American  Practice  Dr.  Beach  spoke  of  this  plant  as  follows: 

"Indian  turnip  makes  a  powerful  stimulating  remedy.  It  makes  « 
an  excellent  poultice  in  scrofulous  swellings,  and  when  dried  and 
pulverized  it  is  a  good  remedy  in  coughs,  canker  and  in  pains  in 
the  chest.  When  given  in  teaspoonful  dOses,  it  is  a  valuable  remedy 
in  colic.  An  ointment  made  of  the  fresh  root  and  lard  is  useful 
in  scald  head." 

The  dose  of  the  fluid  extract  is  from  5  to  30  drops. 
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SOCIETY  CALENDAR. 

National  Eclectic  Medical  Association.  Meets  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  in 
June,  1911.   J.  A.  Munk,  M.D.,  president;  W.  P.  Best,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Meets  at  Albany, 
March,  1911.  C.  W.  Brandenburg,  M.D.,  president;  E.  H.  King,  M.D., 
secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York.  Meets 
third  Thursday  in  each  month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  street.  C.  Lloyd, 
M.D.,  president;  H.  Harris,  M.D.,  secretary. 

New  York  Specific  Medication  Club.  Meets  second  Thursday  in  each 
month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  street.   James  Moran,  M.D.,  secretary.  . 

Kings  County  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  Semi-Annually,  Hof 
Brau  House,  Fulton  Street,  Brooklyn.  Theodore  Adlerman,  M.D.,  presi- 
dent; A.  B.  Wolf,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Brooklyn  Therapeutic  Society.  Meets  Quarterly,  309  Hewes  Street, 
Brooklyn.    A.  B.  Wolf,  M.D.,  secretary. 


The  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  in  the 
college  auditorium,  Thursday  evening,  November  17th,  President 
Lloyd  presiding. 

The  minutes  of  the  two  previous  meetings  were  approved  as 
read. 

Dr.  Harris  reported  on  his  communication  with  thirty  eclectic 
physicians  regarding  "Eclectic  Wash."  Reports  show  that  the 
preparation  is  in  everyday  use  by  members  of  our  school,  and  there 
seemed  to  be  a  unanimity  of  opinion  as  to  its  indications  and  positive 
virtues. 

On  motion  by  Dr.  Boskowitz  all  matter  prepared  by  the  com- 
mittee will  be  sent  to  Lloyd  Brothers  of  Cincinnati  to  be  published 
in  bulletin  form  and  to  be  distributed  to  every  eclectic  and  liberal- 
minded  physician  in  the  United  States. 

Dr.  Heeve  recommended  the  addition  of  enough  alcohol  (about 
20%)  to  preserve  the  preparation.  Dr.  Boskowitz  did  not  favor  this 
idea,  claiming  that  alcohol  destroys  granulating  tissue  and  thereby 
diminishes  the  value  of  the  wash.  He  would  rather  add  oil  of  cloves 
as  a  preservative.  Drs.  MacDermott,  Olsson  and  King  have  been 
using  glycerine  for  the  same  purpose  and  recommend  it  as  highly 
efficacious.  There  is  no  precipitate  when  glycerine  is  added  nor  does 
the  compound  mould.  Dr.  Boskowitz  favors  the  leaves  of  lobelia 
in  preparing  the  wash — not  the  seeds. 

Dr.  P.  Mallowitz  read  a  paper  entitled,  "Psoriasis,"  in  which  he 
gave  a  detailed  description  of  the  etiology,  symptomatology,  diag- 
nosis and  old  school  treatment  of  this  disease. 
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Dr.  Thompson  discussed  the  essay,  calling  attention  to  the  uni- 
formly successful  results  obtained  from  such  eclectic  drugs  as  Phy- 
tolacca, rumex  crispus,  lappa,  stillingia  and  leptandra.  These  drugs 
must  be  given  according  to  their  specific  indications,  and  in  doses 
sufficient  to  correct  existing  pathological  conditions  under  this 
treatment,  patients  should  show  some  improvement  after  six  weeks, 
and  a  permanent  cure  may  be  expected  in  about  one  year. 

Dr.  Boskowitz  endorsed  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Thompson.  He 
has  found  iris  beneficial  in  hepatic  torpidity. 

Dr.  Alperin  modifies  the  formula  of  Dr.  Thompson  by  sub- 
stituting iris  for  lappa  and  podophyllum  for  leptandra. 

Dr.  Heeve  has  found  euonymus  and  berberis  useful  in  this  dis- 
ease where  there  was  need  for  hepatic  stimulation.  He  believes 
diet  of  prime  importance  and  interdicts  such  foods  as  pork,  sausages 
and  rare  meats,  and  forbids  the  use  of  alcohol. 

D)r.  Mallowitz  has  found  that  underfed  cases  improve  on  a 
meat  diet,  while  the  overfed  do  well  on  a  restricted  diet. 

Dr.  King  suggests  that  Professor  Watkins  examine  the  blood 
of  our  patients  suffering  with  psoriasis  so  that  new  facts  may  be 
learned  as  to  the  systematic  condition. 

On  motion  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  Drs. 
Mallowitz  and  Thompson  for  their  essays. 

On  motion  these  manuscripts  were  referred  to  the  Literary 
Committee. 

Dr.  Olsson  presented  a  printed  folder  to  each  member,  said 
folder  containing  the  names  and  addresses  of  all  eclectics  practicing 
in  and  about  Greater  New  York.  A  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  was 
tendered  the  donor  for  his  courtesy. 

Congratulations  were  tendered  Dr.  E.  Brunor  on  the  success  of 
his  newly  established  "White  Cross  Hospital." 

Drs.  Emil  Brunor  and  P.  Canitz  were  proposed  for  membership. 

The  Society  then  adjourned. 

H.  Harris,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 


Pope  said,  "The  learn'd  reflect  on  what  before  they  knew." 

As  the  winter  approaches,  conditions  prevalent  with  the  season 
will  present  themselves  for  the  consideration  of  the  physician. 

At  this  time  it  might  be  well  to  recall  that  Antiphlogistine,  ap- 
plied thick  and  hot,  will  offer  unmeasurable  relief  in  those  cases  of 
Bronchitis,  Tonsillitis,  Laryngitis,  Pleurisy  and  other  throat  and 
chest  affections  you  will  be  called  upon  to  treat. 

Satisfactory  therapeutic  results  invariably  follow  the  application 
of  Antiphlogistine  and  to  guard  against  substitution,  it  is  well  to 
specify  an  original  package,  thus  protecting  your  patient  as  well  as 
yourself. 
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A  Triumph  in  Pill-Making. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  confess  that  their  soft-mass  pill,  which  is 
now  receiving  so  much  favorable  attention  from  the  medical  world, 
was  for  a  long  time  a  "hard  nut"  to  crack.  They  had  set  out  to 
produce  by  the  soft-mass  process  a  pill  that  should  be  a  credit  to 
their  house  and  to  manufacturing  pharmacy.  The  task  at  first 
seemed  simple  enough.  Here,  as  elsewhere,  theory  and  practice  were 
at  variance.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  a  good  deal  of  experimentation  had 
to  be  done.  Time  was  consumed.  Money  was  expended.  In  the 
end,  of  course,  ingenuity  triumphed. 

In  structure  the  soft-mass  pill,  as  manufactured  by  Parke,  Davis 
&  Co.,  consists  of  a  plastic  mass  encompassed  by  a  thin,  soluble 
chocolate  coating.  It  may  be  flattened  between  the  thumb  and  finger 
like  a  piece  of  putty.  An  important  advantage  of  the  soft-mass  pill 
is  the  readiness  with  which  it  dissolves  or  disintegrates  in  the  di- 
gestive tract.  Another  commendable  feature  is  that,  no  heat  being 
applied  in  the  process,  such  volatile  substances  as  camphor,  the 
valerianates,  the  essential  oils,  etc.,  are  not  dissipated,  so  that  any 
pill  embodying  one  or  more  of  these  substances  may  be  depended 
upon  to  contain  just  what  the  label  says  it  contains. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  are  putting  out  close  to  thirty  formulas  by 
the  soft-mass  process — all  of  them  listed,  we  believe,  in  advertise- 
ments now  appearing  quite  generally  in  the  medical  press.  Prac- 
titioners, under  whose  eyes  t^ese  announcements  do  not  happen  to 
fall,  may  profitably  write  the  company  at  its  home  offices  in  Dletroit 
for  a  copy  of  a  recently  issued  folder  on  "Soft-Mass  Pills,"  which 
contains  titles  and  complete  formulas  of  all  the  pills  now  manu- 
factured by  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  under  the  process  referred  to,  to- 
gether with  some  other  important  information. 


Throw  Back  the  Invading  Host. 

Tubercular  processes  generally  seize  the  favorable  opportunity 
of  reduced  resistance  following  a  pneumonia  or  other  acute  lung  dis- 
ease, to  fasten  themselves  on  the  patient.  In  these  instances  the 
value  of  prevention  is  inestimable.  It  lies  in  so  charging  the  tissues 
with  added  powers  of  resistance  that  tubercular  infection  is  suc- 
cessfully combated.  Not  alone  by  good  feeding  and  right  living  is 
this  done.  The  requisite  is  the  selection  of  a  suitable  tissue  food, 
a  food  that  is  taken  up  quickly  and  that  adds  tone  and  strength  to 
tissues.  Cord  Ext.  .01  Morrhuse  Comp.  (Hagee)  for  this  purpose  is 
not  approached.  It  contains  in  easily  assimilated  form  the  very  nu- 
tritious elements  urgently  needed  by  the  depleted  tissues  to  enhance 
their  powers  of  resistance  and  give  them  strength  "to  throw  back 
the  invading  host." 
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Book  Reviews 


"The  Eclectic  Practice  of  Medicine."  With  Special  Reference  to  the 
Treatment  of  Disease. — By  Finley  Ellingwood,  M.  D.,  Professor 
of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics  in  Bennett  Medical  College, 
Chicago,  from  1900  to  1907;  Editor  of  "Ellingwood's  Thera- 
peutist." In  two  volumes,  bound  as  one.  Chicago :  Ellingwood's 
Therapeutist  Publishing  Company.    1910.   Price  S6.00. 

Four  years  ago  Dr.  Ellingwood  presented  us  with  the  "Treat- 
ment of  Disease,"  in  two  volumes.  Today  in  "The  Eclectic  Practice 
of  Medicine,"  we  have  the  two  volumes?  bound  in  one,  although  each 
volume  is  as  distinct  as  before. 

We  believe  the  change  in  title  and  binding  to  be  wise.  This 
volume  is  printed  on  a  fine  quality  of  light  paper  and  is  therefore  not 
so  large  as  to  be  unwieldy  or  uncomfortable  to  handle,  and  the 
present  title  is  more  appropriate  for  it  is  a  volume  on  the  Eclectic 
Practice  of  Medicine. 

Dr.  Ellingwood  has  not  gone  as  deeply  into  the  history,  etiology 
and  pathology  as  have  the  general  writers  on  "Practice,"  yet  these 
subjects  have  not  been  entirely  overlooked.  Symptoms,  Diagnosis 
and  Prognosis,  are  full  and  complete,  and  in  the  treatment  lies  the 
great  value  of  the  book. 

Dr.  Ellingwood's  well-known  knowledge  of  therapeutics  and  the 
direct  application  of  drugs  for  specific  conditions,  gives  great  weight 
and  value  to  this  book.  His  suggestions  in  treatment  are  all  prac- 
tical and  based  upon  clinical  experience  and  knowledge  of  drug 
action.  Every  student  and  practitioner  should  be  in  possession  of  a 
copy. 


"Essentials  of  Modern  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics."  By  John 
William  Fyfe,  M.  D.  Author  of  Specific  Diagnosis  and  Specific 
Medication.  Formerly  Professor  of  Specific  Therapeutics  in  the 
Eclectic  Medical  College  of  the  City  of  Xew  York.  With  a  for- 
mulary by  George  W.  Boskowitz,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Thera- 
peutics in  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  the  City  of  Xew  York. 
Scudder  Brothers  Company,  Publishers.   Price  $2.00. 

This  is  the  second  edition  of  this  very  valuable  little  work,  the 
first  edition  of  which  was  reviewed  at  length  in  these  columns. 

This  edition  is  called  the  pocket  edition  and  is  bound  with 
flexible  cover.  It  deals  with  the  Essentials  of  Modern  Materia 
Medica  and  is  a  valuable  guide  for  the  use  and  application  of  eclectic 
drugs. 
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"Confidences."  Talks  with  a  Young  Girl  Concerning  Herself.  By 
Edith  B.  Lowry,  M.  D.,  Chicago.  Forbes  &  Co.,  Publishers. 
Price  50  cents. 

This  little  book  of  less  than  a  hundred  pages  was  written  with 
a  desire  to  aid  mothers  in  instructing  their  daughters. 

The  author  has  divided  the  book  into  nine  chapters  as  follows : 
"The  Secret,"  "The  Flower  Babies,"  "The  Bird  Babies,"  "Mother's 
Baby,"  "The  Baby's  Nest,"  "Building  the  Nest,"  "The  Sign  Lan- 
guage," "Rest  and  Sleep,"  "Injury  of  the  Nest." 

We  think  the  author  has  fulfilled  the  purpose  of  the  book  and 
presents  it  in  suitable  diction.    The  book  should  have  a  large  sale. 


Items 


Compliments  of  the  season  to  all. 

The  White  Cross  Hospital  has  been  opened  at  328  West  137th 
Street,  corner  Edgecombe  Avenue,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Emile 
Brunor.   We  wish  the  doctor  success. 

Special  Southern  Number  of  the  American  Journal  of  Surgery. 
The  January  issue  of  this  Journal  will  be  composed  entirely  of 
original  contributions  from  the  pens  of  well-known  Southern  sur- 
geons.  Be  sure  and  send  for  a  copy. 

Now  is  the  time  to  subscribe  for  "The  Eclectic  Review.'* 

Dr.  Anna  Bloomer  has  removed  to  146  West  79th  Street. 

On  November  23rd,  Young's  Hotel,  where  the  National  enjoyed 
such  a  pleasant  outing,  was  destroyed  by  fire. 

Read  the  advertisements  and  correspond  with  the  advertisers, 
and  kindly  mention  the  Review. 

Kindly  bear  in  mind  that  the  Pomeroy  Company's  Brooklyn 
office  is  now  located  at  208  Livingston  Street. 

For  your  convenience,  subscription  blank  will  be  found  in  the 
advertising  pages.   Fill  it  out  and  send  it  with  your  dollar. 

We  offer  no  premiums.  If  you  read  the  Review  you  are  sure 
to  get  your  dollar's  worth.  t 

If  you  are  not  a  member  of  the  National,  subscribe  for  the 
"Quarterly,"  one  dollar  a  year,  W.  N.  Mundy,  M.  D.,  editor, 
Forest,  O.   " 

Send  to  Lloyd  Brothers  for  sample  and  literature  of  Eclectic 
Wash. 


